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PREFACE 

to  THE 

FIRST  EDITION 

OP  THE 

HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF  ST.  DOMINGO, 
1796. 

Soon  after  I  liad  published  the  History  of  the 
BritiA  Colonies  in  the  We«t  Indies^  I  conceived 
the  design  of  compiling  a  general  account  of  the 
«ttlement8  made  bj  all  1)ie  nations  of  Burope 
in  l^at  part  of  the  New  Hemisphere,  but  more 
particularly  the  French,  whose  possessions  were 
undoubtedly  the  most  vaiaable  and  productive  of 
the  whole  Archipelago,  This  idea  suggested  it- 
i^lf  to  me  on  surveying^  the  materials  I  had  col- 
lected with'  regard  to  their  principal  colony  in 
St.  Domidgo ;  not  doubting,  as  the  fortune  of 
war  had  placed  under  the  British  dominion  all  or 
most  of  the  other  French  islands,  that  I  should' 
easily  procure  such  particulars  of  the  condition, 
popula^on,  and  cfulture  of  each^  as  would  enable 
me  to  complete  ray  design,  vnth  credit  to  myself, 
and  satisfaction  to  the  public.  I  am  sorry  to  ob*- 
fker^e,  tlmt  in  this  ex<pectation  I  have  hitherto  found 
myself  disappointed.    -  The  present  jtublicatioi^ 

b2  ther^fore^ 
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therefore^  is  confined  wholly  to  St.  Domingo; 
concerning  which^  having  personally  visited  that 
unhappy  country  soon,  after  the  revolt  of  the  ne- 
groes in  1791,  and  formed  connexions  there, 
•which  have  supplied  me  with  regular  communi- 
cations ever  since,  I  possess  a  mass  of  evidence^ 
and  important  documents.  My  motives  for  go- 
ing thither,  are  of  little  consequence  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  but  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  the 
voyage,  the  receptioa  I  met  with,  and  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  found  the  wretched  Inhabitants, 
cannot  fail  of  being  interesting  to  the  reader  ;  and 
I  flatter  myself  that  a  short  account  of  those  pai:- 
ticulars,  while  it  confers  some  degree  of  authenti- 
city on  my  labours,  will  not  be  thought  an  im- 
proper Introduction  to  my  Book. 

In  the  month  of  September  1791,  when  I  was 
at  Spanish  Town  in  Jamaica,  two  French  Gentle- 
men were  iatroduced  to  me,  who  were  just  arrived 
from*  St.  Domingo,  with  information  that  the  ne- 
gro slaves  belonging  to  the  French  part  of  that 
island,  to  the  number,  as  was  believed,  of  100,000 
and  upwards,  had  revolted,  and  were  spreading 
death  and  desolation  over  the  whole  of  the  north- 
ern province  They  reported  that  the  governor- 
general,  considering  the  situation  of  the  colony 
as  a  como^on  cause  ampng  the  white  inhabitants 
of  all  nations  in  the  West  Indies,  had  dispatched 
commissioners  to  th^  neighbourii^  islands,  as  well 
as  to  the  States  of  North  America,  to  request  im- 
mediate assistance  of  troops,  arms,  ammuni- 
tioQ,  and  prQvisions ;    and  that  th^^iselv^s  were* 

deputed 
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deputed  an  the  same  errand  to  the  Government  at 
Jamaica:  I  was  accordingly  desired  to  present 
them  to  the  Earl  of  Effingham^  the  commander 
in  chief.  Although  the  dispatches  with  which 
these  gentlemen  were  furnished^  were  certainly  a 
very  sufficient  introduction  to  his  lordship^  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  their  request ;  and  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  liberal 
and  enlarged  mind  which  animated  every  part  of 
Lord  Effingham's  conduct,  needed  no  solicitation^ 
in  a  case  of  beneficence  and  humanity.  Superior  to 
national  prejudice,  he  felt,  as  a  man  and  a  chris- 
tian ought  to  feel,  for  the  calamities  oi  fellow  men; 
and  he  saw,  in  its  full  extent,  the  danger  to  which 
every  island  in  the  West  Indies  would  be  exposed 
from  such  an  example,  if  the  triumph  of  savage 
anarchy  over  all  order  and  government  should  be 
complete.  He  therefore^  without  hesitation,  as- 
isured  the  commissioners  that  thiey  might  depend 
on  receiving  from  the  government  of  Jamaica^ 
every  assistance  and  succour  which  it  was  in  his 
power  to  give.  Troops  he  could  i?ot  offer,  for 
he  had  them  not ;  but  he  said  he  would  fiir- 
nish  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  and  he 
promised  to  consult  with  the  distinguished  Of- 
ficer commanding  in  the  naval  department,  con- 
cerning the  propriety  of  sending  up  one  or  more 
of  his  Majesty's  ships ;  the  commissioners  hav- 
ing suggested  that  the  appearance  in  their  har- 
bours of  a  few  vessels  of  war  might  serve  to  inti- 
midate the  insurgents,  and  keep  them  at  a  distance^ 
vrhile  the  necessary  defences  and  intrenchments 

were 
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yere  making  to  preserve  the  city  of  Cape  Fntn-^ 
fQisi  from  aix  attack. 

Admiral  Afflecr  (as  from  his  knpijira  worth 
^hd  general  character  might  have  been  expected) 
very  cheerfully  co-operated  on  this  occasion  with, 
!|iOrd  Effingham ;  and  immediately  issued  ord^m 
tp  the  captains  of  the  Blonde  and  Daphne  firi*^ 
gates  to  proceed^  in  company  with  a  sloop  of 
war,  forthwith  to  Cape  Fraii9ois.  The  Centu- 
rion yras  soon  afterwards  ordered  to  Port  au^ 
jprince.  The  Blonde  being  copimanded  by  my 
amiablQ  and  lamented  friend>  Ci^ptain  William 
Affleck^  who  kindly  undertook  to  convey  th^ 
French  eommissioners  back  to  St.  Domingo^  L 
was  easily  persuaded  to  accompany  them  thither  ; 
and  some  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  joined  th^ 

party 

We  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Cape  Frangoi^, 
ii^  the  evening  of  the  26th  of  September,  ai^i  thcr 
first  object  which  arrested  oux  attention  as  we  ap- 
proachedy  was  a  dreadful  scene  of  devastatioi^  by 
t^re.  The  nol^le  plain  adjoining  the  Cape  was  co- 
vered with  ashes^  and  the  surrounding  hiUs^  as  far 
a3  the  e}  e  could  reach,  every  where  presented  ta 
us  ruins  still  smoking,  and  houses  and  plaQjtations* 
at  that  moment  in  flames.  It  was  a  sight  mow 
terrible  than  the  mind  of  any  man,  unaccustomed 
to  such  a  scene,  can  easily  conceive. — ^The  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  town  being  assembled  on  the  beach^ 
directed  all  their  attention  towards  us,  and  we 
li^nded  amidst  a  crowd  of  spectators  who,  with 
uplifted  hands  and  streaming  eyes,  gave  welcome 

to 
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^tht^t  MHeieh  (for  suth  tfcey  totisidf^i^ed  iis) 
and  aicclainaf ioiis  of  iAvetit  le$  An^ts  redounded 
frdm  fevi^ry  quarter. 

Ttf  A  governtti'  bf  St.  Domingo,  at  that  time, 
^#85  tlte  tinfbrtunate  Oenetal  Bislnchelande ;  a 
niarechal  de  tamp  in  the  Fretich  service,  who  has 
since  perished  on  the  scatfold.  He  did  us  the  ho- 
nour to  receive  u^  on  the  quay.  A  committee  of 
th^  dolonial  assemhly,  atcompariied  hy  the  go- 
Vernt)f 's  only  son,  an  amiable  and  accomplished 
youth*,  had  before  attended  us(  on  b6ard  the 
Blondcj,  and  ^^  were  immediately  conducted  to 
fli«  platce  of  theit  meeting.  The  scene  was  strik- 
i%  and  solemn.  The  hall  Waff  splendidly  illumi- 
nated, and  all  the'  members  appeared  in  mourning. 
Chairs  were  placed  f6r  ils  within  the  bar,  and  the 
Governor  hacving  taken  his  seat  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  Prelsident,  the  laitter  addressed  us  in 
Ai  eloquent  and  affecting  oration,  of  which  the 
following  is  as  literal  a  translation,  as  the  idiom'of 
flie  two  languages  will  admit : 

*'  We  were  riot  mistaken.  Gentlemen,  when  we 
*'  placed  our  confidence  in  your  generosity ;  but 
*^  \Ve  could  hardly  entertain  the  hope,  that,  besides 
^^  sending  us  succours,  you  would  come  in  person 
'^  to'  give  us  consolation.  You  have  quitted,  with- 
*'  out  reluctance,  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  hap- 
^  piness  at  honie,  to^  eonie  and  participate  in  the 
*'  misfortunes  of  strjtngers,  and  blend  your  tear^ 

*  This  young  gentleman  likewise  perished  by  the  guillotine 
Mmier  the  iyranny  of  Robespierre.  He  was  massacred  at  Pari$, 
©a  the  20th  July  1794,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age. 

'^with 
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^  wiCh  ours.  Scenes  of  misery  ( the  eontemplKties 
"  of  which,  to  those  who  are  unaccustomed  to 
'^  misfortune,  is  commonly  disgusting)  have  not 
*^  suppressed  tjour  feelings.  You  have  been  wil- 
^^  ling  to  ascertain  the  full  extent  of  our  distresses^ 
^'  and  to  pour  into  our  wounds  the  salutary  balm 
*^'  of  your  sensibility  and  compassion. 

^^  The  picture  which  has  been  drawn  of  our  ca- 
^'  lamities,you  will  find  has  fallen  short  of  the  rea- 
^Mity.  That  verdure  with  which  our  fields  were 
'^  lately  arrayed^,  is  no  lopger  viable ;  discoloured 
'*'  by.  the  flames,  and  laid  waste  by  the  devastations 
/'  of  war,  our  coasts  exhibit  no  prospect  but  that 
'^  of  desolation.  The  emblems  which  we  wear  on 
''  our  persons,  are  the  tokens  of  our  grief  for  the 
^*'  loss  of  our  brethren,  who  were  surprized,  and 
^^  cruelly  assassinated^  by  the  revolters. 

'*'  It  is  by  the  glare  of  the  conflagrations  that 
^^  every  way  surround  us,  that  we  now  deliberate  : 
'^  we  are  compelled  to  sit  armed  and  watchful 
^'  through  the  night,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  our 
^^  sanctuary.  For  a  long  time  past  our  bosoms 
^'  have  been  depressed  by  sorrow;  they  experience 
^'  this  day,  for  the  first  time,  the  sweet  emotions  of 
''  pleasure,  in  beholding  you  amongst  us. 

^^  Generous  islanders  I  liumanity  has  operated 
'"^  powerfully  on  yourhearts  ; — ^you  have  yielded  to 
^^  the  first  emotion  of  your  generosity,  in  thehopes^ 
'"^  of  sfaatching  us  from  death  ;  for  it  is  already  too 
**"  late  to  save  us  from  misery.  What  a  contrast  be- 
"  tVveen  your  conduct,  and  that  of  other  nations  ! 
*^  We  will  avail  ourselves  of  your  benevolence ; 

''  but 
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'^  but  the  days  you  preserve  to  us,  will  not  he  suffi- 
'^  cient  to  manifest  our  gratitude  :  our  children 
'^  shall  keep  it  in  remembrance. 

"  Regenerated  France,  unapprir^ed  that  such 
*'  calamities  might  befal  us,  has  taken  no  measures 
^' to  protect  us  against  their  effects:  with  what 
'^  admiration  will  she  learn,  that,  -without  your 
^^  assistance,  we  should  no  longer  exist  as  a  de- 
*^  pendency  to  any  nation. 

^' The  Commissioners  deputed  by  us  to  the 
'^  island  of  Jamaica,  have  informed  us  of  your  ex- 
^^  ertions  to  serve  us. — Receive  the  assurance  of 
^^  our  attachment  and  sensibility. 

'^  The  Governor-general  of  this  island,  whose 
'^  sentiments  perfectly  accord  with  our  own,  par- 
"  ticipates  equally  in  the  joy  we  feel  at  your  pre- 
'^  sence^  and  in  our  gratitude  for  the  assistance 
^'  you  have  brought  us/* 

At  this  juncture,  the  French  colonists  in  St, 
Domingo,  however  they  might  have  been  divided  in 
political  sentiments  on  former  occasions,  seemed  to 
be  softened,  by  the  sense  of  common  suffering,  into 
perfect  unanimity.  All  descriptions  of  persons 
joined  in  one  general  outcry  against  the  National 
Assembly,  to  whose  proceedings  were  imputed 
all  their  disasters.  This  opinion  was  indeed  so 
widely  disseminated,  and  so  deeply  rooted,  as  to 
create  a  very  strong  disposition  in  the  white  in- 
habitants of  Cape  Francois,  to  renounce  their  al- 
legiance to  the  mother  country.  The  black 
cockade  was  universally  substituted  in  place  of 

the 
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the  tri-colaured  one,    and  very  earnest  wisb^s^ 
were  avowed  in  all  companies,  without  scrilple  or 
restraint,  that  the; British*  administration  would 
send  an  armament  to  conquer  the  island,  or  rather 
to  receive  its  voluntary  surrender  from  the  inha^ 
bitants.     What  they  wished  might  happen,  they 
persuaded  themselves  to  believe  was  actually  in 
contemplation;   and  this  idea  soon  became  so 
prevalent,  as  to  place  the  author  of  this  work  in  an 
awkward  situation.    The  sanguine  disposition  ob-^ 
servable  in  the  French  character,  has  been  noticed 
by  all  who  have  visited  them;  but  in  this  case  their 
credulity  grew  to  a  height  that  was  extravagant 
and  even  ridiculous.     By  the  kindness  of  the  Earl 
of  EflSiigham,  I  was  favoured  with  a  letter  of  in^ 
troduction  to  the  Governor-general ;  and  my  re- 
ception, both  by  M.  Blanchelande  and  the  colo- 
nial assembly,  was  such  as  not  only  to  excite  the 
publick  attention,  but  also  to  induce  a  very  general 
belief  that  no  common  motive  had  brought  me 
thither.     The  suggestions  of  individuals  to  this 
purpose,  became  perplexing  and  troublesome.  As- 
surances on  my  part,  that  I  had  no  views  beyond 
the  gratification  of  curiosity,  h^d  no  other  effect 
than  to  call  forth  commendations  on  my  prudeQ<^. 
It  was  settled,  that  I  was  an  agent  of  the, English 
ministry,  sent  purposely  to  sound  the  inclinations 
of  the  Colonists  towards  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  preparatory  to  an  invasion  of  the  country 
by  a  British  armament ;  and  their  wishes  and  incli« 
nations  co-operating  with  this  idea,  gave  rise  to 
many  strange  applications  which  weremade  to  m^; 

some 
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fl(mi6  of  them  of  solndicrous  a  nature^  as  no  pa\^ei'9 
of  face  could  easily  withstand. 

This  circumstaQce  is  not  recorded  from  the  Tain 
ambition  of  shewing  my  own  importance.  The 
reader  of  the  following  pages  will  discover  its  ap* 
'^'plication ;  and^  perhaps^  it  may  induce  him  to 
poake  some  allowance  for  that  confident  expecta- 
tion of  smre  and  speedy  success^  which  afterwards 
led  to  attempts^  by  the  British  arms^  agahist  this 
ill-fated  country,  with  means  that  must  otherwise 
^ve  been  thought  at  the  time, — ^as  in  the  sequel 
they  have  unhappily  proved, — altogether  inade- 
quate to  the  object  in  view. 

The  ravages  of  the  rebellion^  during  the  time 
that  I  remained  at  Cape  Francois,  extended  in  all 
directions.  The  whole  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape,, 
with  the  exception  of  one  plantation  which  ad- 
joined the  town,  was  in  ruins ;  as  were  likewise 
the  Parish  of  limonade,  and  most  of  the  settle^ 
ments  in  the  mountains  adjacent.  The  Parish  of 
limbe  was  every  where  on  fire ;  and  before  my 
departure,  the  rebels  had  obtained  possession  of 
the  bay  Bind  forts  at  I'Acul,  as  well  as  the  districts 
of  Fort  Daupliitt,  Dondon^  and  La  Grande  Ri- 
viere. 

.  Destruction  every  where  marked  their  pro- 
gress^ and  resistance  seemed  to  be  considered  by 
the  whites,  not  only  as  unavailing  in  the  present . 
conjuncture,  but  as  hopeless  in  future.  To  fill 
upr  the  measure  of  their  calamities,  their  Spanish 
neighbours  in  the  smne  island,  with  a.  spirit  of  bi- 
gotry and  hatred  which  is,  i  believe,,  without  an 
2  ^  example 
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example  in  the  world,  refused  to  lend  any  assist- 
ance towards  suppressing  a  revolt,  in  the  issue  of 
which  common  reason  should  have  informed  them> 
that  their  own  preservation  was  implicated  equally 
with  that  of  the  French.  They  were  even  accused 
not  only  of  supplying  the  rebels  with  arms  and 
provisions ;  but  also  of  delivering  up  to  them  to 
be  murdered,  many  unhappy  French  planters  who 
had  fled  for  refuge  to  the  Spanish  territories,  and 
receiving  money  from  the  rebels  as  the  price  of 
their  blood.  Of  these  latter  charges,  however,  no 
proof  was,  I  believe,  ever  produced;  and,  for  the 
honour  of  human  nature,  I  am  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve that  they  are  true. 

To  myself,  the  case  appeared  altogether  despe- 
rate from  the  beginning ;  and  many  of  the  most 
respectable  and  best  informed  persons  in  Cape 
Franlf  ois  ( some  of  them  in  high  stations )  assured 
me,  in  confidence,  that  they  concurred  in  this 
opinion.  The  merchants  and  importers  of  Euro- 
pean manufactures,  apprehending  every  hour  the 
destruction  of  the  town,  as  much  from  incendiaries 
within,  as  from  the  rebels  without,  ofiered  their 
goods'  for  ready  niioney  at  half  the  usual  prices  j 
and  applications  were  made  to  Captain  Affleck^ 
by  persons  of  all  descriptions,  for  permission  to 
embark  in  the  Blonde  for  Jamaica.  The  interpo- 
sition of  the  colonial  government  obliged  him  to 
reject  their  solicitations ;  but  means  were  con- 
trived to  send  on  board  conrignments  of  money 
to  a  great  amount ;  and  I  know  that  other  con- 
veyances were  found^  by  which  eflects  to  a  consi- 
derable 
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derable  value  were  exported  both  to  Jamaica^  and 
the  states  of  North  America. 

Under  these  circumstances^  it  very  naturally 
occurred  to  me  to  direct  my  enquiries  towards  tho 
state  of  the  colony  previous  to  the  revolt,  and  col- 
lect authentick  information  on  the  spot,  concern- 
ing the  primary  cause,  and  subsequent  progress,  of 
the  widely  extended  ruin  before  me.  Strongly, 
impressed  with  the  gloomy  idea,  that  the  only 
memorial  of  this  once  flourishing  colony  would 
soon  be  found  in  the  records  of  history,  I  was  de- 
sirous that  my  own  country  and  fellow-colonists,  in 
lamenting  its  catastrophe,  might  at  the  same  time 
profit  by  so  terrible  an  example.  My  means  of 
information  were  too  valuable  to  be  neglected,  and 
I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  them.  The  Go- 
vernor-general furnished  me  with  copies  of  all  the 
papers  and  details  of  oflfice  that  I  solicited,  with  a 
politeness  that  augmented  the  favour.  The  fate 
of  this  unhappy  gentleman,  two  years  afterwards, 
gave  me  infinite  concern.  Like  his  royal  master,  he 
was  unfortunately  called  to  a  station  to  which  his 
abilities  were  not  competent ;  and  in  times  when 
perhaps  no  abilities  would  have  availed  him. 

The  President  of  the  colonial  assembly,  at  the 
time  of  my  arrival,  was  M.  de  Caducsb,  who  some 
time  afterwards  took  up  his  residence,  and  held  an 
important  office,  in  Jamaica.  He  was  a  man  of 
very  distinguished  talents,  and  withal  strongly  and 
sincerely  attached  to  the  British  government,  of 
which,  if  it  were  proper^  I  could  furnish  unques-^ 

tionabid 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


%iY  PREFACE  TO  THE 

tionable  proof*  This  gentlenien  drew  »p,  at  my 
request,  a  short  account  of  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  rebellion ;  and  after  my  return  to  England^ 
favoured  me  with  his  correspondence.  Many  im- 
portant facts,  which  are  given  in  this  \^^ork,  ar^ 
^ven  on  his  authority. 

To  M.  Delairc,  a  very  considerable  and  respect- 
;able  merchant  in  the  town  of  the  Cape,  who  hasi 
since  removed  to  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  I 
was  indebted  for  a  similar  narrative,  drawn  up  by 
himself  in  the  English  language,  of  which  he  is  a 
very  competent  master.  It  is  brief,  but  much  to 
the  purpose ;  displays  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  concerns  of  the  colony,  and  traces,  with  great 
acuteness,  its  disasters  to  their  source. 

But  the  friend  from  whose  superior  knowledge 
I  have  deriTcd  my  chief  information  in  all  respects, 
is  the  gentleman  alluded  to  in  the  marginal  note 
to  p.  120  of  the  following  sheets;  and  I  sincerely 
regret,  that  ill  fortune  has  so  pursued  him  as  to 
render  it  improper  in  this  work  to  express  to  him, 
1x7/  name,  the  obligations  I  owe  to  his  kindne^. 
After  a  narrow  escape  from  the  vengeance  of  tho§c 
merciless  men,  Santhonax  and  Polverel,  he  was  in- 
d\iced  to  return  to  St.  Domingo,  to  look  after  his 
property ;  and,  I  grieve  to  say,  that  he  is  again 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.     He  found 

*  He  afterwards  accompanied  General  WHliam&on  back  to 
St.  Domingo,  and  was  killed  (or,  as  I  have  heard,  basely  mur- 
dered) in  a  du^  at  Port  au  P;rince^  by  one  of  his  coontrymen. 

means^ 
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«eail8^  however^  previous  to  his  present  confine-^ 
raeat^  to  convey  to  me  many  valuable  papers ;  and, 
among  others^  a  copy  of  that  most  curious  and 
important  document,  the  dying  deposition  or 
testament  of  Oge,  mentioned  in  the  fourth  chapter, 
and  printed  at  large  among  the'  additional  notes 
and  illustrations  at  the  end  of  my  viork.  Of  this 
paper  (the  communication  of  which,  in  proper 
time,  vrould  have  prevented  the  dreadful  scenes 
that  followed)  although  I  had  frequently  heafd,  I 
had  long  doubted  the  existence.-  Its  suppression 
by  the  persons  to*  whom  it  was  delivered  by  the 
wretched  sufferer,  appear^  to  be  an  act  of  such 
monstrous  and  unexampled  wickedness^  that,  until 
I  saw  the  paper  itself,  I  could  not  credit  the  charge. 
Whether  M .  Kanchelao^d^was  a  party  conceined 
in  this  M;Pocious  proceeding,  as  my  friend  asserts, 
I  know  not.  If  he  was  guilty,  he  has  justly  paid 
the  forfeit  of  his  crime;  and  although,  believing 
him  innocent,  1  mouroed  over  his  untimely  fate^ 
I  scruple  not  to  avQw  my  opinion,  that  if  he  liad 
possessed  a  thousand  lives^  the  loss  of  them  all  had 
not  been  a  sufficient  atonement,  in  so  enormous  a 
case^  to  violated  justice  ! 

Suen  were  the  motives  that  induced  me  to  liU'- 
dertake  this  Historical  Survey  of  the  French  part 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  such  are  the  authorities  from 
whence  I  have  derived  my  information  concerning 
those  calanjitous  events  which  have  brought  it  to 
ruin.  Yet  X  will  frankly  confess,  that,  if  1  have 
ajay  credit  with  the  publick  as  an  author,  I  am  not 
sure  thip  work  will  odd  to  my  reputation.     Every 

writer 
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writer  must  rise  or  sink,  in.some  degree,  with  the 
mature  of  his  subject;  and  on  this  occasioa^  the 
picture  which  I  shall  exhibit,  has  nothing  in  it  to 
delight  tiie  fancy,  or  to-  gladden  the  heart.  The 
prospects  before  us  are  all  dark  and  dism^il.  Here 
is  no  room  for  tracing  the  beauties  of  urisulti^ 
nature.  Those  groves  of  perennial  verdure ;  those 
noagnifioent  and  romantick  Undsc^pes,  whicli^  in 
tropical  regions,  every  where  invite  the  eye,  and 
oftentimes  detain  it,  until  wondefr  is  exalted  to  d^- 
yotion,  must  now  give  place  to  the  miseries  of  wai*, 
qind  the  Ixorrors  of  pestilence ;  to  scenes  of  anarchy, 
desolation,  and  carnage.  We  h^yeto  contemplate 
the  human  mind  iq  its  utmost  defortnity :  to  be- 
hold savage. man,  let  loose  from  restraint,  exer- 
cising cruelties,  of  wliich  the  bare  recital  makes 
the  heart  recoil,  and  .committing  crimes  wfeich^r^ 
hitherto  unheard  of  in  history;  teenaing 

•  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things^ 


Abominable,  unutterable,  and  worse 

Than  fables  yet  have  feign'd,  or  fear  conceiv'd ! 

MiLXON. 

All  therefore  that  I  can  hope  and  expect  is, 
that  my  narrative,  if  i.t  cannot  delight,  may  at  least 
instruct.  On  ;(he  sober  and  considerate^  on  those 
who  are  open  to  conviction,  this  asse^lblage  of  hor- 
rors will  have  its  effect.  It  wil^  expose  the  lament- 
able ignorance  of  some,  and  the  monstrous  wicked- 
ness of  others,  among  the  reformers  of  the  present 
day,  who,  urging  onwards  schemes  of  perfection^ 
jand  projects  of  amendment  in  the  condition  of 
,  ^  humaq 
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human  life,  faster  than  nature  allows^  are  lights 
ing  up  a  consuming  fire  between  the  different 
classes  of  mankind^,  which  nothing  but  human 
blood  can  extinguish.  To  tell  such  men  that  great 
and  beneficial  modifications  in  the  established  or- 
ders of  society,  can  only  be  efiected  by  a  pro- 
gressive improventent  in  the  situation  of  the  lower 
ranks  of  the  people,  is  to  preach  to  the  winds. 
In  their  hands  reformation,  with  a  scjthe  more 
destructive  than  that  of  Time,  mows  down  every 
thing,  and  plants  nothing.  Moderation  and  cau- 
tion they  consider  as  rank  cowardice.  Force  and 
violence  are  the  ready,  and,  in  their  opinion,  the 
only  proper  application  for  the  cure  of  early  and 
habitual  prejudice.  Their  practice,  like  that  of 
other  mountebfetnks,  is  bold  and  compendious  ; 
their  motto  is,  cure  or  kill. 

These  reflections  naturally  arise  from  the  cir- 
cumstance which  is  incontrovertibly  proved  in  the 
following  pages,  namely,  that  the  rebellion  of  the 
negroes  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  insurrection  of 
the  mulattoes,  to  whom  Oge  was  sent  as  am- 
bassador, had  one  and  the  same  origin.  It  was 
aot  the  strong  and  irresistible  impulse  of  human 
nature,  groaning  under  oppression,  that  excited 
either  of  those  classes  to  plunge  their  daggers  into 
4he  bosoms  of  unoffending  women  and  helpless  in- 
fants. They  were  driven  into  those  excesses — re- 
luctantly driven — ^by  the  vile  machinations  of  men 
calling  themselves  pjiilosophers  (the  proselytes 
and  imitators  in  France,  of  the  Old  Jewry  asso- 
ciates^in  London )  whose  pretences  to  philanthropy 
VOL.  III.  c  were 
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were  as  gross  a  mockery  of  human  reason^  as  their 
conduct  was  an  outrage  on  all  the  feelings  of  our 
nature^  and  the  ties  which  hold  society  together  ! 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  negro^rebellions  hate 
heretofore  arisen  in  this  and  other  islands  of  the 
-West  Indies,  to  which  no  such  exciting  causes 
contributed  : — but  it  is  equally  certain,  that  those 
rebellions  always  originated  among  the  newly-im- 
ported negroes  only  ;  many  of  whpm  had  proba- 
bly lived  in  a  state  of  freedom  in  Africa,  and  had 
been  fraudulently,  or  forcibly,  sold  into  slavery  by 
their  chiefs.  That  cases  of  this  kind  do  sometimes^ 
occur  in  the  slave-trade,  I  dare  not  dispute^  and  I 
admit  that  revolt  and  insurrection  are  their  natural 
consequences. 

But,  in  St.  Domingo,  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  insurgents  were — not  Africans,  but — Cre- 
oles, or  natives.  Some  of  the  leaders  were  favour- 
ed domesticks  among  the  white  inhabitants,  born 
and  brought  up  in  their  families.  A  few  of  them 
had  even  received  those  advantages,  the  perversion 
of  which,  under  their  philosophical  preceptors, 
served  only  to  render  them  pre-eminent  in  mis-^ 
chief;  for  having  been  taught  to  read,  they  were 
led  to  imbibe,  and  enabled  to  promulgate,  those 
principles  and  doctrines  which  led,  and  always  will 
lead,  to  the  subversion  of  all  government  and  order. 

Let  me  not  be  understood,  however,  as  affirm- 
ing that  nothing  is  to  be  attributed  on  this  occa- 
sion to  the  slave-trade.  I  scorn  to  have  recourse 
to  concealment  or  falshood.  Unquestionably,  the 
vast  annual  importations  of  enslaved  Africans  into 

St. 
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St.  Domingo^  for  many  years  previous  to  1791, 
had  created  a  black  population  in  the  French  part 
of  that  island,  which  was,  beyond  all  measure,  dis- 
proportionate to  the  white  ; — ^the  relative  numbers 
of  the  two  classes  being  as  sixteen  to  one.  Of 
this  circumstance  the  leaders  of  the  rebels  could 
not  be  unobservant,  and  they  doubtless  derived  en- 
couragement and  confidence  from  it.  Here  too, 
I  admit,  is  a  warning  and  an  admonition  to  our- 
selves. The  inference  has  not  escaped  me  : — it 
constitutes  my  parting  words  with  the  reader,  and 
I  hope  they  are  pot  urged  in  vain. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  write  the.  following  narrative,  the 
iources  from  whence  my  materials  are  derived,  and 
the  purposes  which  I  hope  will  be  answered  by 
the  publication ;  nothing  farther  remains  but  to 
submit  the  work  itself  to  the  judgment  of  my 
readers,  which  I  do  with  a  respectful  solicitude. 


0:18 
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I J\^  presenting  the  present  edition  of  the 
Historical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo  to  the  Publick,- 
it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  acknowleclge,  that  the  manff 
important  corrections  and  improvements  it  has  re- 
ceived in  those  chapters  which  relate  to  the  consti- 
tution and  political  state  of  the  French  colony y  under 
the  ancie7it  system,  are  chiefly  derived  from  the 
very  intelligent  and  interesting  work  of  M.  Labo- 
RiE^  entitled,.  The  Coffee  Planter  of  St.  Domingo. 

On  this  occasion  alsalhope  I  may  he  allowed,  as 
well  injustice  to  myself  as  from  a  sense  of  grati- 
tude and  respect  towards  the  memory  of  my  lamented 
friend.  Sir  Adam  Williamson^  to  boast  that  I  had 
the  honor  ami  advantage  of  his  assistance  in  that 
part  of  my  work  which  details  the  proceedings  and 
operations  of  the  British  army  in  this  ill-fated 
country  ;  most  of  the  sheets  ha'^ing  been  revised  by 
him,  as  they  came  from  the  press,  and  corrected  by 
his  own  pen  in  many  places.  Motives  of  prudence 
and  delicacy  (which  no  longer  exist)  induced  me  to 
suppress  this  acknoxdedgement  in  the  lifetime  of  my 
fricitd.  Some  enters  arid  omissions  which  (perhaps 
^unavoidably)  escaped  his  notice,  have  since  been  cor- 
rected 
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reeled  and  supplied  by  a  British  officer  of  noble  Advertise 
Mr  thy  and  considerable  rank  in  the  urmt/,  who  served    ( i  soo.) 
on  fixe  spot ;  and  whose  name,  if  I  were  permitted   "^^^ 
to  disclose  it,  xvovld  stamp  indisputable  authority  on 
the  communications  he  has  kindly  furnished.    That 
many  mistakes  and  oversights  however  still  remain^ 
lam  too  conscious  Qfmy  own  insufficieticy  to  doubt; 
nor  in  truth  could  the  greatest  precaution  on  my  part 
have  enabled  me,  at  all  times,  to  guard  against  mis- 
representation  from  some  of  the  various  persons 
whom  the  necessity  of  the  case  compelled  me  to  con- 
sidt.     Thus,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  French 
colonists; — their  disposition  towards  the  English, 
and  their  conduct  towards  each  other; — to  whom 
could  I  look  for  autheniick  information,  but  to  some 
of  themselves  f    Expcfnence  however  has  convinced 
me,  that  no  great  dependence  can  be  placed  on^the 
charges  and  accusations  xvhich  nten  raise  against 
their  fellow-citizens  in  times  of  civil  commotion, 
and  amidst  the  tumult  of  conflicting  passions.     A 
remarkable  instance  of  the  truth  of  this  observation 
occurs  in  the;  case  of  a  very  respectable  Gentleman, 
formerly  an  inliabitant  of  Cape  Francois:  I  mean 
M.  Augustus  de  Grasse^  (son  of  the  late  gallant 
Admiral  Count  de  Grasse)  to  whom  I  now  think 
myself  bound  in  honour  to  make  a  publick  repara- 
tion.   In  a  paper  formerly  transmitted  to  me  from 
St,  Domingo,  and  annexed  to  the  8th  chapter  of  my 
work,  entitled.  Notes  sur  rEvenement  du  Cap,  this 
gentleman  was  unjustly  charged  with  having  been 
present  at  the  destruction  of  that  town  by  the  rebel 
negroes,  aiding;  dbetting,  andco-operatingwiththeir 

chiefs 
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Advertis**  eJuefs.  I  am  now  convinced  that  this  atrocious 
(1800.)    charge  is  altogether  groundless,  and  I  cannot  siif- 

"^^^^^"^  Jiciently  express  the  concern  I  feel  on  reflect  ing,  that 
I  was  made  the  instrument  of  conveying  it  to  th^ 
press. — /  have  therefore^  in  thi^  edition^  7igt  only 
reprinted  the  sheet,  and  omitted  the  calumny,  hut  1 
insert  in  tins  place,  wjiJi  great  satisfaction,  thefoU 
lowing  certificate,  which  M.  de  Grasse  has  trans^ 
mitted  to  vie,  in  a  very  polite  letter,  from  South 
Carolina,  dfted  the  92d  of  October  1799: 

'^  NOUS  soussignes,  habitans  de  la  ville  du  Cap 
et  de  ses  dependances^  present  au  pillage^,  au  mas- 
sacre et  a  rincendie  de  cette  ville^  les  19^  20,  21 
Juin  1793,  et  jours  suivants,certifions,  et  attestons, 
sour  la  foy  du  serment,  et  pour  rendre  homage  a 
la  verite.  Que  M.  Alexandre  Francois  Auguste 
De  Grasse,  habitant  de  la  dependance  dii  Port  de 
Paix,  departement  du  Cap,  isle  St.  Doraingue,  fils 
du  feu  Comte,de  Grasse,  &c.  &c.  etoit  dans  la  villa 
du  Cap  avant  et  pendant  le  pillage,  le  massacre  et 
rincendie  de  cette  ville,  en  qualite  d'adjutant  ge- 
neral de  Tarmee  dcs  blancs  en  activite  contre  les  . 
noirs  insurges ;  qu'apres'ce  funeste  evenement  il 
fut  persecute  par  les  commissaires  civiles,  et  mis 
par  leurs  ordres  aux  arrets,  au  haut  du  Cap,  sous 
la  garde  des  negres .  armes,  comme  soup^onne 
d'avoir  agi  contre  eux  avec  le  General  Galbaud, 
mais,  qu'apres  s'etre  justifie,  il  fut  reintegre  dans 
ses  fonctions,  et  charge  immediatement  du  com- 
inandement  des  casernes  ;  ou  il  a  protege  avec  les 
trpupea  blanches,  qui  y  etaient  sous  ses  ordres^  les 
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hommes,  femmes  et  enfans,  echappes  an  fer  et  aux  Advertise- 
flames^  qui  s'y  etaient  refugies.  Et  qu'  eufin^  (leoo.) 
force,  comme  une  partie  des  soussignes,  a  fuir  les 
dangers  qui  mena^aient  encore  les  tristes  debris  de 
la  population  blanche,  il  s'est  embarque  avec  sa 
femme,  un  enfant  et  quelques  uns  des  soussignes, 
le  28  Juillet  1793,  sur  le  brig  le  Thomas  de 
Boston,  destine  pour  Charleston,  Caroline  du  Sud, 
ou  il  est  arrive  et  reside  depuis  le  14  Aout  175)3, 
apres  avoir  ete,  ainsi  qu'  environ  150  malheureux 
fugitifs,  barbarement  pilles  par  le  corsaire  Anglais 
La  Susanna  de  Nassau,  Cap.  Tucker,  (qui  n'auroit 
pas  dii  les  considerer  ni  les  traiter  comme  des 
ennemis,  etans  d'ailleurs  sur  un  batiment  neutre 
qui  ne  contenoit  uniquement  que  des  passagers  et 
leurs  efiets, )  non  seulement  des  negres  domestic 
ques  qui  les  avaient  volontairement  suivis,  mais 
encore  du  peu  d'argent,  de  bijoux  et  de  veselle 
d'argent  qu'ils  avaient  sauves  du  pillage  par  le 
secours  de  ces  m6mes  domestiques,  (ce  second  pil- 
lage eut  lieu  a  la  Grande  Inague  des  Isles  Caiques, 
ou  le  corsaire  Anglais  retint  notre  vaisseau  deux 
jours,  pour  completter  cet  exploit. )  Certifions  et 
attestons  pareillement,  que  M.  de  Grasse  arrive  a 
St.  Domingue  avant  la  revolution,  n'a  jamais  cesse, 
du  moment  que  ses  effets  se  sont  manifestes  dans 
cette  infortunee  colonnie  jusqu'  a  celui  de  son  de- 
part, d'etie  uni  authentiquement  avec  les  habitans 
blancs,  et  en  qualite  de  chef  elu  par  eux-mgmes, 
soit  au  Port  de  Paix  soit  au  Cap,  pour  repousser 
les  dangers  aux  quels  leurs  vies  et  leurs  proprietes 
^toient  journellement  exposes  par  les  iloirs  in- 
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ment. 


surges,  cl  en  fin,  qu'aucunes  circonstances,  pendant 
(1800.)  le  cours  des  fanestes  evenemens  de  St.  Domingue, 
n'ont  jamais  donne  lieu  a  former  contre  lui  la 
moindre  suspicion  contraire  aux  interets  et  a  la 
snrete  individuelle  de  la  population  blanche  de  St. 
Domingue. 

En  foy  de  quoi  nous  avons  signes,  a  Charleston^ 
Caroline  du  Sud,  le  25  Octobre  1799. 

( Signed  by  twenty  respectable  persons. ) 

Having  thus  made  all  the  reparation  in  my  power 
to  this  injured  gentleman^  I  have  farther  to  remark, 
in  justice  to  myself,  that  my  observations  concerning 
the  indisposition  of  the  planters  of  St.  Domingo  to^ 
wards  the  English,  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  arma- 
ment, appear y  from  a  conversation  I  have  had  with 
some  of  them,  to  have  been  greatly  misunderstood. 
Surely  it  reflects  no  dishonour  on  such  of  those 
gentlemen  as  had  no  concern  in,  or  knozdcdge  of 
the  invitation  made  to  General  Williamson,  to  say 
that  they  were  not,  in  the  first  instance,  very  cor- 
dially disposed  towards  their  invaders — especially 
too,  as  those  invaders  came  with  a  force  hyno  means 
sufficient  to  give  them  certain  and  permanent  pro- 
tection. Whatever  might  have  been  the  sentiments^ 
of  certain  individuals  among  them  on  this  occasion, 
and  how  strongly  soever  the  inhabitants  of  Cape 
Francois  had,  two  years  before,  in  a  moment  of  ir- 
ritation, expressed  a  wish  for  a  British  invasion,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  chief  planters  throughout  the 
t'olony^were  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  Eng- 
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lish,  and  entertain  no  verti  favourable  opinion  of  Advertue- 
their  laws,  government,  or  manners.  What  then  (isoo.) 
was  their  situation  on  the  fir  ^  arrival  of  the  British 
troops  ?  assailed,  on  the  one  hand,  hj  a  desperate 
and  unprincipled  faction  of  repuhUcans  and  anar^ 
chists,  whose  principles  they  abhorred,  and,  on  the 
other,  caUed^pon  to  co-opevate  with  an  insignificant, 
foreign  armament,  which  came,  on  the  invitatian  of 
a  few  obscure  Frenchmen, — not  to  restore  the 
country  to  the  loyal  inhabitants,  but  distinctly  and 
avowedly  to  conquer  and  annex  it  to  the  BHtish  do-* 
minion  !  In  this  dilemma,  the  majority  of  the 
planters  acted  as  conscientious  fnen  might  be  ex- 
pected to  act.  A  great  many  of  them  left  the 
country,  and  went  into  honourable  poverty  and  exile 
in  a  distant  land.  Others,  who  were  unable  tofolr 
low  their  example,  remained  in  silent  obscurity,  in 
different  parts  of  the  Island,  waiting  patiently  ( and 
I  grieve  to  say,  without  effect  J  for  better  times.  If 
all  this  be  duly  considered,  I  trust  I  shall  be  no 
longer  told,  that  I  have  calumniated  the  French 
planters,  merely  because,  as  an  impartial  historian, 
I  have  represented  them  to  have  acted  as  any  other 
body  of  men,  attached  to  their  country,  and  faith- 
ful to  their  allegiance,  would  probably  have  acted, 
im  similar  circumstances. 

London,  1800. 

B.  E. 
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Of 

ST.  DOMIN'GO, 

CHAPTER  t 

Political  State  of  St.  Dominga  previous  to  the 
Year  1789. 

npHE  inliabitants  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Do-    c^ap 
-■-  mingo,  as  of  all  the  West  Indian  Islands,       »    ' 
were  composed  of  three  great  classes :   Ist,  Pure  bihluil^ 
whites.     2d,  People  of  coloilr>  and  blacks  of  free 
condition.   3d,  Negroes  in  a  state  of  slaver j.   The 
reader  is  apprised  that  the  class  which,  by  a  strange 
abuse  of  language,  is  called  people  of  colour  ori- 
ginates from  an  intermixture  of  the  whites  and  the 
blacks.     The  genuine  Offspring  of  a  pure  white 
with  a  negro  is  cdlled  a  mulatto ;  but  there  are 
various  casts,  produced  by  subsequent  connections, 
some  of  which  draw  near  to  the  whites,  until  all 
visible  distinction  between  them  is  lost;  whilst 
others  fall  retrograde  to  the  blacks.     AH  these 
were  known  in  St.  Domingo  by  the  term  sang- 
taelees,  or  gens  de  cOuleur  {in  familiar  conversation 
they  are  coiUectively  called  mulattoes)  and  it  must 
be  attributed,  I  presume,  to  the  greater  discoun- 
tenante  which  the  married  state  receives  from  the 
national  manners,  that  in  all  the  French  island^ 
these  people  abound  in  far  greater  proportion  to 
voL.m.  B  the 
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CHAP,    the  \?hites  than  in  those  of  Great  Britain.     In  Ja- 
v-<v^^   maica^  the  whites  out-number  the  people  of  colour 
as  three  to  one.     In  St.  Domingo,  the  whites  were 
estimated  at  30,000,  the  mulattoes  at  34,000;  of 
whom  4,700  Were  men  capable  of  bearing  arms> 
and  accordingly,  as  a  distinct  people,  actuated  by 
an  esprit  de  corpSj  they  were  very  formidable.    Of 
the  policy  which  it  was  thought  necessary  in  St. 
Domingo  to  maintain  towards  this  unfortunate 
f dee,  I  shall  pi'esently  treat ;  but  it  seems,  proper, 
in  the  first  place,  to  give  some  account  of  the  su- 
,  bordination  in  which,  before  the  revolution  of 
-  1789,  the  parent  state  thought  fit  to  hold  the  co^ 

lony  at  large. 

The  laws  of  the  mother  country,  as  far  as  they* 
were  applicable,  (as  well  the  unwritten  law,  or- 
customs  of  Paris,  as  the  general  laws^  of  the  king,), 
were  laws  of  St.  Domingo.     These  had  been  in- 
troduced without  formal  promulgation^  being  sup— 
posed  to  attach  to   all  the  subjects  of  France,, 
"whether  abroad  or  at  home ;  and  the  king  issued^, 
from  time  to  time,  colonial  edicts,  which  were  re-- 
ceived  with  entire  submission.     Even  mandatory 
letters  written  by  the  minister,  in  the  king's  name^. 
were  considered  and  obeyed  as  laws  in  the  colony. 
Govern-        ^HE  government  was  exercised  by  a  Governor 
ment.       "General,  and  an  officer  called  Intendant,  both  of 
whom  were  nominated  by  the  crown^  on  the  re^ 
commendation  of  the  minister  of  the  marine,  and* 
generally  considered  as  established  in  their  respec- 
tive offices  for  three  years.    Tlieir  powers,  in  some 
cases^  M^ere  administered  jointly ;  in  others,  they 
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pdssessed  separate  and  distinct  authority,  which    '^^^* 
feach  of  them  exercised  without  the  concurrence 
or  participation  of  the  other. 

In  their  joint  administration  they  were  empow^ 
fered  ix)  enact  such  regulations  as  the  existing  exi- 
gencies of  thci  country  required  ;  and  their  provi- 
sional decrees  had  the  force  of  laws,  until  revoked 
by  the  king.     The  grants  of  unclaimed  lands  and 
rivers }  the  erection  of  publick  works  and  build^ 
ings ;  the  opening  publick  roads  and  repairing 
bridges ;  the  regulation  and  police  of  the  several 
t)orts  of  shipping ;  the  provisional  appointment  of 
the  members  of  the  superior  councils  or  courts  of 
justice  in  cases  of  vacancy,  and  the  absolute  no- 
mination of  the  subordinate  officers  of  those  courts, 
were  concern^  of  joint  authority.     With  the  con^ 
Sent  of  the  king's  attorney,  the  governor  and  in- 
4endant  had  power  to  stay  execution  in  cases  of 
tapital  conviction,  until  the  king*s  pleasure  should 
be  known  J.  and  they  were  commissioned  to  try 
and  condemn  to  capital  punishment  defrauders  of 
the  publick  revenue,  calling  to  their  assistance 
five  judges  of  the  superior  councils.     The  go^ 
vernment  of  the  clfergy,  the  regulation  of  church 
establishments,  and  the  erection  of  parishes,  fell 
likewise  under  their  joint  cognizance ;  and  they 
were  empowered,  in  times  of  publick  necessity  (of 
which  they  were  the  judges)  to  suspend,  in  cer- 
tain respects,  the  laws  of  navigation,  by  admitting 
importations  of  flour  and  bread,  and  allowing  the 
exportation  of  colonial  produce  in  foreign  vessels. 
Against  abuses  in  the  exercise  of  these  various 
B  2  powers 
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powers  th6  people  had  no  certain  protection.  For- 
tunately^ it  was  rare  that  the  governor  and  in- 
tendant  agreed  in  opinion  on  the  exercise  of  their 
joint  authority^  which  therefore  became  necessarily 
relaxed ;  and  the  inhabitants  derived  some  degree 
of  security  from  the  disputes  and  dissensions  of  the 
contending  parties.  In  all  such  cases^  however^ 
the  greatest  weight  of  authority  and  right  of  de- 
ciding devolved  on  the  governor.  He  was^  in 
truths  an  absolute  prince,  whose  will,  generally 
speaking,  constituted  law.  He  was  authorized  to 
imprison  any  person  in  the  colony,  for  causes  of 
which  he  alone  was  the  judge ;  and  having  at  the 
^ame  time  the  supreme  command  of  both  the  naval 
and  military  force,  he  had  the  means  of  exercising 
this  power  whenever  he  thought  proper.  On  the 
other  hand,  no  arrest,  by  any  other  authority,  y/as 
Yalid  without  the  governor's  approbation.  Thus 
he  had  power  to  stop  the  course  of  justice,  and  to 
hold  the  courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction 
,  in  a  slavish  dependance  on  himself. 

The  peculiar  province  of  the  intendant,  besides 
that  of  regulating  the  publick  revenues  or  finances 
of  the  colony,  was  the  administration  of  justice. 
His  powers  and  functions  were  expressed  in  his 
title,  Intendant  ofjusticCy  police^  finance,  war,  and 
navy.  The  collectors  and  receivers  of  all  duties 
and  taxes  were  subject  to  his  inspection  and  con- 
troul.  He  passed  or  rejected  their  accounts,  and 
made  them  such  allowances  as  he  alone  thought 
proper.  The  application  of  all  the  publick  monies 
in  expenditures  of  all  kinds  for  the  army,  the  navy, 

fortifications. 
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fortifications,  and  publick  hospitals,  rested  entirely    chap. 
with  the  intendant ;— I^a  province  which  created  v<v^ 
such  temptation  to  himself  as  no  virtue  could  re- 
sist, and  furnished  such  m^ns  of  corruption;  asr 
overcame  all  opposition  from  others. 

The  taxes  and  duties  were  laid  and  modified^  as 
occasion  required,  by  a  court  composed  of  the 
governor-general,  the  intendant,  the  presidents  of 
the  provincial  councils,  the  attorney-general,  the 
commissioner  of  the  navy  (ordonnaUur)  and  the 
several  commandants  of  the  militia.  This  court 
was  dignified  by  the  title  of  the  Colonial  Assembly, 
although  the  colonists  had  not  a  single  delegate  in 
it.  It  ought  not  however  to  be  suppressed  that 
the  taxes,  were  on  the  whole,  very  moderate.  The 
total  expenditure,  comprehending  all  the  contin- 
gencies of  the  colonial  government,  seldom  ex- 
ceeded 50,000/.  sterling  per  annum  (aj, 

,      For 

fa)  llie  colonial  taxes  were  called  Octroi,  and  consisted 
principally  of  duties  on  the  exportation  of  the  chief  articles  of 
produce.  The  latest  assessment  previous  to  the  revolution  was 
made  in  177^»  There  was,  besides  those  duties,  a  direct  tax  of  2^ 
per  cent,  on  the  rents  of  houses  in  the  towns,  and  a  poll-tax  of 
three  dollars  on  slave  servants  or  artificers  belonging  to  estates  or 
manu^ctures,  the  products  of  which  were  not  exportable,  as 
provision  plantations,  lime  and  brick  kilns,  &c.  This  system 
of  taxing  their  exported  produce  is'  justified  by  Mons.  La- 
borie  on  the  following  ground :  ^'  The  difference  of  soil  in  St. 
Domingo'*  (he  observes)  ''  is  such,  that  a  plantation  of  double 
"  the  extent  of  land,  and  with  twice  the  number  of  negroes 
*^  and  cattle,  and  managed  with  equal  skill,  shall  often  yield 
"  much  less  than  another  with  half  the  same  advantages  :  q 
"  tax  therefore  on  the  produce,  is  more  equal  and  proportion- 
''ate  than  either  a  land-tax  or  a  poll-tax  upon  tbe  negroes." 

#3  Exteriof 
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CHAP.  Pqj^  ^jjg  better  administration  of  justice^  an^ 
the  easier  collection  of  the  revenuesj  the  colony 
was  divided  into  three  proviilces  (which  were  disr 
tinguished,  from  their  relative  situation,  by  the 
names  of  the  Northern,  the  Western,  and  Southern  ), 
und  subdivided  into  ten  districts.  In  each  of 
those  provinces  resided  a  deputy  governor,  or 
pommander  en  secand^  and  in  each  district  was  esta-?? 
blished  a  subordinate  court  of  justice,  for  the  trial 
of  causes  both  civil  and  criminal,  Appeals  however 
were  allowed  io  the  superior  councils  j  of  which 
there  were  two;  one  at  Cape  Francois  for  the 
Northern  province,  the  other  at  Port  au  Prince  for 
the  Western  and  Southern.  They  were  composed 
of  the  governor-general,  the  intendant,  the  deputy 
governors,  the  king's  lieutenants  fbj,  a  president, 
and  twelve  counsellors,  four  assesseurs,  or  assistant 
judges,  together  with  the  attorney  general  and 
Vegister.     Ip  these  councils,  or  courts  of  supreme 

Exterior  expences,  such  as  the  navy,  and  extraordinaries  of  al^ 
kinds,  were  paid  by  the  crown  out  of  the  duties  which  were 
levied  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  imported  into  the  mother- 
country. 

(hj  These  king*s  lieutenants  were  military  oflScers  residing 
in  the  several  towns,  commonly  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 
There  were  also  in  each  town  majors  and  aides-major.  AU 
these  officers  were  wholly  independent  of  the  civil  power,  and 
owned  no  superior  but  the  governor-general,  who  could  dis-  ^ 
miss  them  at  pleasure.  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  top  that  the 
counsellors  held  their  seats  by  a  very  uncertain  tenure.  One  of 
the  governors  (the  Prince  de  Rohan)  sent  the  whole  number  ' 
state  prisoners  to  France.  They  were  seized  on  their  seats  of 
justice,  and  put  on  board  a  ship  in  irons,  and  in  that  condition 
conveyed  to  Paris,  and  shut  up  for  a  long  time  in  the  Bastille^ 

iRrithout4rial  or  hearing.  \    ,  .     .  j.  a- 

•  -  junsaictionj, 
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lurisdiction,  as  in  the  parliaments  of  France,  the    P^r 
king's  edicts,  and  those  of  the  governor  and  in- 
tendant,  were  registered.     Seven  members  consti^ 
tuted  a  quorum,  but  an  appeal  lay  to  the  king  ia 
the  last  resort. 

In  most  of  the  towns  was  a  municipal  esta** 
t)lishment  called  officers  of  the  police  ;  consisting 
of  inspectors,  exempts^  brigadiers^  and  Serjeants. 
They  were  authorized  to  proceed  summarily  in 
quelling  of  riots ;  to  arrest  persons  guilty  of  as- 
sault and  battery^  and  thieves  taken  with  mainour^ 
They  were  appointed  by  the  courts  of  justice,  and 
were  distinguished  by  a  badge. 

Another  corps  of  nearly  the  same  description^ 
but  of  more  extensive  use,  and  of  a  more  mili- 
tary chai*acter,  was  called  the  marechaussee.  l^ 
was  partly  composed  of  cavalry;  and  its  functions 
were  to  watch  over  the  general  tranquillity;  to  pro* 
tect  travellers  on  the  publick  highways ;  to  arrest 
negroes  wandering  without  passports^  and  male^ 
factors  of  all  descriptions;  to  enforce  the  prompt 
i&xecution  of  civil  and  criminal  process,  and  lastly, 
io  assist  in  the  collection  of  the  publick  taxes. 

The  number  of  the  king's  troops  on  the  colonial 
establishment  was  commonly  from  2  to  3,000  men, 
composing  two  regiments  of  foot,  and  a  brigade  of 
artillery  recruited  from  .France ;  and  each  of  the 
51  parishes  into  which  the  colony  was  divided  raised 
one  or  more  companies  of  white  militia,  a  company 
of  mulattoes^  and  a  company  of  free  blacks.  Tfa^ 
whole  number  was  reckoned  between  seven  and 
^ight  thousand.     The  officers^  both  of  the  regular 

troops 
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CIUB.  troops  and  the  militia^  were  commissioned  pro* 
visionally  by  the  gOvernor-general,  subject  to  the 
king's  approbation ;  but  the  militia  received  no 
pay  of  any  kind. 

From  this  recapitulation^  it  is  evident  that  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  St.  Domingo 
depended  very  much  on  the  personal  qualities  and 
native  disposition  of  the  governor-general,  who  was 
commonly  sfelected  from  the  navy  or  army.  At 
the  same  time  it  must  be  honestly  admitted,  that 
the  liberality  and  mildness,  which  of  late  years  have 
dignified  and  softened  the  military  character  among 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  had  a  powerful  influence 
in  the  administration  of  the  government  in  the 
French  colonics.  It  must  be  allowed  alsOj^  ftat 
4be  manifest  importance  to  which,  as  mankind  be- 
come divested  of  ancient  prejudices,  the  commer- 
cial part  of  the  community,  even  among  the 
French,  has  imperceptibly  risen,  insured  to  the 
wealthy  and  opulent  planters  a  degree  of  respect 
from  persons  in  power,  which,  in  former  times,  at- 
tached only  to  noble  birth  and  powerful  connec- 
tions ;  while  the  lower  orders  among  the  whites  de- 
rived the  same  advantage  from  that  unconquerable 
distinction  which  nature  herself  has  legibly  drawq 
between  the  white  and  black  inhabitants;  and 
from  their  visible  importance,  in  a  country  where^ 
ttmn  the  disproportion  of  the  whites  to  the  blacks^, 
the  common  safety  of  the  former  class  dej^enda 
ftltogccher  on  their  united  exertions. 

To  contend,  as  some  philosophers  have  idly  cout 
^n^ed^  that  uo  natural  superiority  can  justly  be- 
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long  to  any  one  race  of  people  over  another,  to 
Europeans  over  Africans,  merely  from  a  difference 
of  colour,  is  to  waste  words  to  no  purpose,  and 
to  combat  with  air.  Among  the  inhabitants  of 
every  island  in  the  West  Indies,  it  is  the  colour, 
with  some  few  exceptions,  that  distinguishes  free- 
dom from  slavery  :  so  long  therefore  as  freedom 
shall  be  enjoyed  exclusively  by  one  race  of  peo- 
ple, and  slavery  be  the  condition  of  another,  con^ 
tempt  and  degradation  will  attach  to  the  colour 
by  which  that  condition  is  generally  recognised, 
and  follow  it,  in  some  degree^  through  its  vari^ 
ties  and  affinities.  We  may  trace  a  similar  pre- 
judice among  the  most  liberal  and  enlightened 
nations  of  Europe.  Although  nothing  surely 
ought  to  reflect  greater  lustre  on  any  man  thau 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  risen  by  industry 
and  virtue  above  the  disadvantages  of  mean  bijrth 
and  indigent  parentage,  there  are,  nevertheless, 
but  few  persons  in  the  world  who  delight  to  be 
reminded  of  this  species  of  merit.  There  is  a 
consciousness  of  something  disgraceful  in  the  re- 
collection ;  and  it  seems  therefore  reasonable  to 
conclude,  that  if  nature  had  made  the  same  dis- 
tinction in  thist^ase  as  in  the  other,  and  stamped, 
by  an  indelible  mark,  the  condition  and  parentage 
on  the  forehead,  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same,  ef- 
fect would  have  resulted  from  it,  as  results  from 
the  difference  of  colour  in  the  West  Indies.  I 
mean  however  only  to  account  for,  in  some  de- 
gree, not  to  defend  altogether,  the  conduct  of  the 
whites  of  St.  Doniiqgo  towards  the  coloured  peo- 
ple; 
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pie ;  whose  condition  was  in  truth  much  worsd 
than  that  of  the  same  class  in  the  British  colo- 
nies, and  not  to  be  justified  on  any  principle  of 
example  or  reason. 
|^«^ce  Mu-       In  many  respects  their  situation  was  even  more 
degrading  and  wretched  than  that  of  the  enslaved 
negroes  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies ;  all  of 
whom  have  masters  that  are  interested  in  their 
preservation^  and  many  of  whom  find  in  those 
masters  powerful  friends  and  vigilant  protectors. 
Although  released  from  the  dominion  of  indivi- 
duals, yet  the  free  men  of  colour  in  all  the  French 
islands  were  still  considered  as  the  property  of 
the  publick,  and  as  publick  property  they  were 
obnoxious  to  the  caprice  and  tyranny  of  all  those 
whom  the  accident  of  birth  had   placed  above 
them.     By  the  colonial  governments  they  were 
treated  as  slaves  in  the  strictest  sense ;  they  are 
liable,  on  attaining  the  age  of  manhood,  to  serve 
three  years  in  the  military  establishment  called  the 
marechaussee,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  term 
they  were  compelled  to  serve  in  the  militia  of  the 
parish  or  quarter  to  which  they  belonged,  without 
pay  or  allowance  of  any  kind,  and  in  the  horse  or 
foot,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  commanding  officer ; 
and  obliged  also  to  supply  themselves,  at  their 
own  expence,  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
coutrements.    The  rigour  with  which  the  king's 
lieutenants,   majors,   and    aides-major,  ^enforced 
^heir  authority  over  these  people,  had  degenerated 
into  the  basest  tyranny. 
They  were  forbiddein  to  hold  J^ny  publick  of- 
fice. 
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fice,  trusty  or  employment^  however  insignificant ; 
they  were  not  even  allowed  to  exercise  any  of  those 
professions^  to  which  some  sort  of  liberal  educa- 
tion is  supposed  to  be  necessary.  All  the  naval  and 
military  departments^  all  degrees  in  law^  physick, 
p.pd  divinity^  were  appropriated  exclusively  by  the 
whites.  A  mulatto  could  not  be  a  priest^  nor  a 
lawyer,  nor  a  physician,  nor  a  surgeon,  nor  an 
Jipothecaryi  nor  a  schoolmaster.  He  could  not 
even  as3ume  the  sirname  of  the  white  man  to 
whom  he  owed  his  being.  Neither  clid  the  dis- 
tin$:tion  of  polour  terminate,  as  in  the  British 
West  Indies,  with  the  third  generation.  The  pri- 
vileges of  a  white  person  were  not  allowed  to  any 
descendant  from  an  African,  however  remote  the 
origin.  The  taint  jp  the  blood  was  incurable,  and 
spread  to  the  latest  posterity,  Hence  no  white 
man,  who  had  the  smallest  pretensions  to  charac- 
terj  would  ever  think  of  marriage  with  a  negro 
or  mulatto  woman :  such  a  step  would  immedi- 
fitely  have  terminated  in  his  disgrace  and  ruin. 

Under  the  pressure  of  these  accumulated  griev- 
ances^ hope  itself,  too  frequently  the  only  solafce 
of  the  wretched,  was  denied  to  these  unfortunate 
people;  for  the  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction^ 
adopting  the  popular  prejudices  against  them, 
^ve  effect  and  permanency  to  the  system.  A  man 
pf  colour  being  prosecutor  (a  circumstance  in 
truth  which  seldom  occurred )  must  have  made 
out  a  strong  case  indeed,  if  at  any  time. he  ob- 
^ined  the  conviction  of  a  white  person.  On  the 
pther  hand,  the  whites  nevef  failed  to  procure 
^  prompt. 
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and  speedy  justice  against  the  mulattoes.  To 
'  mark  more  strongly  the  distinction  between  the 
two  classes,  the  law  declared,  that  if  a  free  man 
of  colour  presumed  to  strike  a  white  person  of 
whatever  condition^  his  right  hand  should  be  cut 
off;  while  a  white  man,  for  a  similar  assault  on  a 
free  mulatto,  was  dismissed  on  the  payment  of  an 
insignificant  fine. 

In  extenuation  of  this  horrible  detail,  it  may  be 
said  with  truth,  that  the  manners  of  the  white  in- 
habitants softened,  in  some  measure,  the  severity 
of  their  laws  :  thus,  in  the  case  last  mentioned, 
the  universal  abhorrence  which  would  have  at- 
tended an  enforcement  of  the  penalty,  made  the 
law  a  dead  letter.  It  was  the  same  with  the 
Roman  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  by  which  a 
father  was  allowed  t.o  inflict  the  punishment  of 
death  on  his  own  child  : — manners,  not  law,  pre- 
vented the  exertion  of  a  power  so  unnatural  and 
odious. 

But  the  circumstance  which  contributed  most 
to  afford  the  coloured  people  of  St.  Domingo  pro- 
tection, was  the  privilege  they  possessed  of  acquir- 
ing and  holding  property  to  any  amount.  Several 
of  them  were  the  owners  of  considerable  estates ; 
and  having  happily  the  means  of  gratifying  the  ve- 
nality of  their  superiors,  these  were  secure  enough 
in  their  persons ;  although  the  same  circumstance 
made  them  more  pointedly  the  objects  of  hatred 
and  envy  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  whites. 
5f*™!^  The  next  and  lowest  class  of  people  in  the 
French  islands  were  the  negroes  in  a  state  of  sla- 
very ; 
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very ;  of  whom,  in  the  year  1789,  St.  Domingo  ^^^p, 
contained  no  less  than  480,000.  It  was  in  favour  *-^nr^ 
of  this  class  that  Louis  XIV.  in  the  year  1685, 
published  the  celebrated  edict,  or  code  of  regula- 
tions, which  is  well  known  to  the  world  under  the 
title  of  the  Code  Mir ;  and  it  must  be  allowed, 
that  many  of  its  provisions  breathe  a  spirit  of 
tenderness  and  philanthropy  which  reflects  honour 
on  the  memory  of  its  author ; — ^but  there  /is  this 
misfortune  attending  this,  and  must  attend  ^11 
other  systems  of  the  same  nature,  that  most  of  its 
regulations  are  inapplicable  to  the  condition  and 
situati(9n  of  the  colonies  in  America.  In  coun- 
tries where  slavery  is  established,  the  leading 
principle  on  which  government  is  supported,  is 
fear ;  or  a  sense  of  that  absolute  coercive  neces- 
sity, which,  leaving  no  choice  of  action,  supersedes 
all  question  of  right.  It  is  in  vain  to  deny  that 
such  actually  is,  and  necessarily  must  be,  the  case 
in  all  countries  where  slavery  is  allowed.  Every 
endeavour,  therefore,  to  extend  positive  rights  to 
men  in  this  state,  as  between  one  class  of  people 
and  the  other,  is  an  attempt  to  reconcile  inherent 
contradictions,  and  to  blend  principles  together 
which  admit  not  of  combination.  The  great,  and, 
I  am  afraid,  the  only  certain  and  permanent  se^ 
curity  of  the  enslaved  negroes,  is  the  strong  (cir- 
cumstance that  the  interest  of  the  master  is  blend- 
ed with,  and,  in  truth,  altogether  depends  on,  the 
preservation,  and  even  on  the  health,  strength,  and 
activity  of  the  slave.  This  applies  equally  to  all 
the  European  colonies  in  America ;  and  accord- 
ingly 
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CHAP,  ingly  the  actual  condition  of  the  negroes  in  ill 
j-'^r^^  those  colonies,  to  whatever  nation  they  belotig,  i^ 
I  believe  nearly  the  same.  Of  that  condition  I 
Jiave  given  an  account  in  another  place  (c) :  I 
have  therefore  only  to  observe  in  this,  that  in  all 
ilie  French  islands  the  general  treatment  of  th^ 
slaves  is  neither  much  better  noi^  much  v^orse,  as 
far  as  I  could  observe,  than  in  those  of  Great  Bri-f 
tain/  If  any  difference  there  is,  I  think  that  they  . 
,  are  better  clothed  among  the  French,  and  allovired 
more  animal  food  ai^ong  the  English.  The  pre« 
valent  notion  that  the  French  planters  treat  theii* 
negroes  v^^ith  gi'eater  humanity  and  tenderness  than 
the  British,  I  knovi^  to  be  groundless ;  yet  no  can*= 
did  person,  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  negroes  in  the  French  islands,  and  of  contrast-^ 
ing  their  condition  with  that  of  the  peasantry  ini 
many  parts  of  Europe,  will  think  them^  by  any 
means,  the  most  wretched  of  mankind. 

Ok  the  whole,  if  human  life,  in  its  best  state,  is 
a  combination  of  happiness  and  misery^  and  w€ 
are  to  consider  that  condition  of  political  society 
as  relatively  good,  in  which,  notwithstanding  many 
disadvantages,  the  lower  classes  are  easily  supplied 
with  the  means  of  healthy  subsistence  i  and  a  ge* 
neral  air  of  cheerful  contentedness,  animates  all 
ranks  of  people— ^where  we  behold  opulent  towns^i 
plentiful  markets,  extensive  commerce,  and  in* 
creasing  cultivation— ^it  must  be  pronounced  that 
the  government  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Doming^ 
(to  whatever  latent  causes  it  might  be  ovring)  was 

(c)  VoLIL  Book  4.  C.  2; 

not 
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not  altogether  so  practically  bad,  as  sdme  of  tbe 
circumstances  that  have  been  stated  might  give 
room  to  imagine.  With  all  the  abuses  arising  from ' 
the  licentiousness  of  power,  the  corruption  of  man- 
ners, and  the  system  of  slavery,  the  scale  evidently 
preponderated  on  the  favourable  side ;  and,  in  spite 
«f  political  evils  and  private  grievances,  the  signs* 
of  publick  prosperity  were  every  where  visible. 

Such  were  the  condition  and  situation  of  the 
French  colony  in  St.  Domingo  in  the  year  1788— 
an  ^rentful  period ;  for  the  seeds  of  liberty  which, 
ever  since  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
transatlantick  possessions,  had  taken  root  in  the 
kingdom  of  France,  now  began  to  spring  up  with 
a  rank  luxuriancy  ia  all  parts  of  her  extensive  do- 
minions ;  and  a  thousand  circumstances  demon^ 
rtrated  that  great  and  important  changes  and  coi^ 
vulsions  were  impending.  The  necessity  of  a  sober 
and  well-digested  arrangement  for  correcting  inve-' 
tecate  abuses,  both  in  the  mother  country  and  the 
eolonies>  was  indeed  apparent ;  but,  unliappily,  a 
spirit  of  subversion  and  innovation,  founded  on 
visionary  systems  inapplicable  to  real  life,  had 
taken  possession  of  the  publick  mind..  Its  effects 
in  St.  Domingo  arc  written  in  colours  too  lasting 
to  be  obliterated  ;  for  the  pride  of  power,  the  rage 
of  reformation,  the  contentions  of  party,  and  th^ 
conflict  of  opposing  interests  and  passions,  pro- 
.duceda.  tempest  that  swept  every  thing  before  it. 
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Fronif  tljLe  Revolution  of  1789,  to  the  Meeting  of 
the  First  General  Colonial  AsaemUy, 

ON  the  S7th  of  Oeceraber  1788,  the  court  of 
France  came  to  the  memorable  determination  to 
summon  the  States  General  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
resolved  that  the  representation  of  the  tiers  etat 
(or  commons)  should  be  equal  to  the  sum  of  the 
representation  of  the  other  two  orders. 

This  measure,  as  might  have  been  foreseen, 
proved  the  basis  of  the  great  national  revolution 
that  followed ;    and  it  operated  with  immediate 
and  decisive  effect  in  all  the  French  colonies.  The 
governor  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  at 
that  period,  was  Mons  Duchilleau,  who  was  sup- 
posed secretly  to  favour  the  popular  pretensions. 
He  was  allowed  therefore  to  continue  unmolested 
in  the  seat  of  government ;  ,but  the  king's  sceptre 
dropped  from  his  hand ;  for  when  he  attempted 
to  prevent  the  parochial  and  provincial  meetings, 
which  were  every  where  summoned,  from  assem- 
bling, his  proclamations  were  treated  with  indig- 
nity and  contempt :  the  meetings  were  held  in 
^pite  of  the  governor,  and  resolutions  passed  de- 
claratory of  the  right  of  the  colonists  to  send  de- 
puties to  the  St^s  General.     Deputies  were  ac- 
cordingly elected  for  that  purpose,  to  the  number 
pf  eighteen  (six  for  each  province)  who  forth- 
withj  without  any  authority  either  from  the  French 
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kkiiiiistry  or  the  colonial  govertunehi^  embarked 
for  France,  as^  the  legal  representatives  of  a  great 
tud  integral  part  of  the  French  empire. 

TiiEY  arrived  at  Versailles  the  latter  end  of 
June^  about  a  month  after  the  States  General  had 
declared  themselves  the  national  assembly.  But 
neither  the  minister  nor  th6  national  assembly  were 
disposed  to  admit  the  full  extent  of  their  claims. 
The  number  of  eighteen  deputies  &om  one  colony 
was  thought  excessive  ;  and  it  was  with  some  dif- 
ficulty that  six  of  them  only  were  admitted  to 
verify  their  powers^  and  seat  themselves  among 
the  national  representatives. 

Th£re  prevailed  at  this  time  throughout  thd 
cities  of  France^  a  yery  strong  and  marked  prejuh 
dice  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sugar  Islands, 
on  account  of  the  slavery  of  their  negroes.  It  was 
not  ia«leed  suppiose4  ^(mc  even  pretended^  that  th6 
condition  of  this  people  was  worse  at  this  junc- 
ture than  in  any  former  period :  the  contrary  was 
knowiA  to  be  the  truth.  But  declamations,  in  sup* 
port  of  personal  freedom^,  and  invectives  against 
despotism  of  allkiuds>  had  been  the  favourite  to- 
picks  of  many  eininil^nt  French  writers  for  a  setricur 
of  years  :  and  the  pubHck  indignation  was  now 
artfully  raised  against  the  planters  of  the  West  la- 
dies, as  one  of  the  means  of  exeiting  commotions 
and  insurrections  in  different  parts  of  the  French 
dominions^  This  spirit  of  hostility  against  thd 
inhabitants  of  the  French  colonies,  was  indui^- 
friously  fomented  and  aggravated  by  the  mea^res 
df  a  society,  who  called   them^lves  ^mi^  d^ 
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Noirs  (Friends  of  the  Blacks);  and  it  must  be 
ackao\^ledged^  that  the  splendid  appearance^  and 
thoughtless  extravagance,  of  many  of  the  French 
planters  resident  in  the  mother  country,  contri-- 
buted  by  no  means  to  divert  the  malice  of  their 
adversaries,  or  to  soften  the  prejudices  of  the  pub- 
lick  towards  them. 

The  society  in  France  called  Amis  dts  Koirs, 
Was  I  believe  originally  formed  on  the  model  of  a 
similar  association  in  London,  but  the  views  and 
purposes  of  the  two  bodies  had  taken  a  different 
direction.  The  society  in  London  professed  to 
have  nothing  more  in  view  than  to  obtain  an  act 
of  the  legislature  for  prohibiting  the  further  in- 
troduction of  African  slaves  into  the  British  co- 
lonies. They  disclaimed  all  intention  of  inter- 
fering with  the  government  and  condition  of  the 
negroes  already  in  the  plantations  ;  publickly  de- 
claring their  opinion  to  be,  that  a  general  eman- 
cipation of  those  people,  in  their  present  state  of 
Ignorance  and  barbarity,  instead  of  a  blessing, 
would  prove  to  them  a  source  of  misfortune  and 
misery.  On  the  other  hand,  the  society  of  Amis 
des  Noirs,  having  secretly  in  view  to  subvert  th^ 
ancient  despotism  of  the  French  government, 
loudly  clamoured  for  a  general  and  immediate 
abolition,  not  only  of  the  slave  trade,  but  also  of 
the  slavery  which  it  supported.  Proceeding  oa 
abstract  reasoning,  rather  than  on  the  actual  con-* 
dition  of  human  nature,  they  distinguished  not 
between  civilized  and  uncivilized  life,  and  con- 
sidered that  it  ill  became  them  to  claim  freedom  for 
S  themselv^^ 
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tkemselreSi  and  withtold  it  at  the  sariie  time  from 
the  negroes  :  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  a  principle 
iBo  plausible  in  appearance^  shouldj  in  its  applica^ 
tion  to  this  case^  be  visionary' and  impracticable. 

At  this  juncture^  a  considerable  body  of  the  mu* 
lattoes  from  St.  Domingo  and'  the  other  French 
islands^  were  resident  in  the  French  capital.  Some 
of  these  were  young  people  sent  thither  for  educa- 
tion: others  were  men  of  considerable  property^ 
and  many  of  them,  without  doubt,  persons  of  in- 
telligence and  amiable  manners.  With  these  peor 
pie  the  society  of  Amis  des  JSoirs  formed  an  inti- 
mate connection ;  pointed  out  to  them  the  wretch- 
edness of  their  condition  ;  filled  the  nation  with 
remonstrances  and  appeals  on  their  behalf ;  and 
poured  out  such  invectives  against  the  white 
planters,  as  bore  away  reason  and  moderation  in 
the  torrent.  Unhappily,  there  was  too  much  to 
offer  on  the  part  of  the  mulattoes.  Their  personal 
appearance  too,  excited  pity,  and,  co-operating 
with  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  the  credulity  of^ 
the  French  nation,  raised  such  an  indignant  spirit 
in  all  ranks  of  people  against  the  white  colonists, 
as  threatened  their  total  annihilation  and  ruin. 

In  this  disy>osition  of  the  people  of  France  to- 
wards the  inhabitants  of  their  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  national  assembly,  on  the  26th. 
day  of  August,  voted  the  celebrated  dectaralion  of 
rights  ;  and  thus,  by  a  revolution  unparalleled  in 
history,  was  a  mighty  fabrick  (apparently  estab- 
lished by  every  thing  that  was  secyre  and  unas- 
sailable )  overturned  in  a  moment.     Ha^py  had 
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^^^P-  it  been  for  the  general  interests  of  the  humad 
race,  if,  when  the  French  had  gone  thus  fary 
they  had  proceeded  no  farther !  Happy  for  them- 
selves, if  they  had  then  known — what  painful  ex- 
perience has  since  taught  them — ^that  the  worst 
of  all  governments  is  preferable  to  the  miseries  of 
anarchy ! 

Perhaps  a  diligent  observer  might  have  disco- 
vered, even  in  the  first  proceedings  of  this  cele- 
brated assembly,  the  latent  seeds  of  that  violence, 
injustice,  and  confusion  which  have  since  produc- 
ed such  a  harvest  of  crimes  and  calamities.  Many 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  declaration  of 
rights  <?eem  to  have  been  introduced  for  no  other 
purpose  than  to  awaken  a  mischievous  spirit  of 
contention  and  cavil,  and  to  destroy  all  subordina- 
tion in  the  lower  ranks  of  the  people.  Such,  for 
instance,  was  the  position,  that  *'  all  men  are 
*^  born,  and  continue,  free  and  equal  as  to  their 
''  rights ;"  according  to  which,  there  ought  to  ba 
no  distinctions  in  society,  nor  (if  the  possession 
of  property  is  a  right)  can  any  man  have  a  right 
to  possess  or  acquire  any  thing  to  the  exclusion 
of  others ;  a  position  not  only  false,  but  pernici- 
ous, and  unfit  for  every  condition  of  cii-ilized 
life.  To  promulgate  such  lessons  in  the  colonies, 
as  the  declared  sense  of  the  supreme  government, 
was  to  subvert  the  whole  system  of  their  estab- 
lishments. Accordingly,  a.  general  ferment  pre- 
vailed among  the  French  inhabitants  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, from  One  end  of  the  c^ony  to  the  other- 
All  that  had  passed  in  the  mMfaer  country  con- 
cerning 
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eerning  ihe  colonists,— ^thc  prejudice*  of  the  rae^ 
tropolis  towards  them, — the  eftbrts  of  the  society 
€f{  Amis  des  M)irs  to  emancipate  the  negrpes,— 
and  the  conduct  of  the  mulaitoes, — ^had  been  re^ 
presented  to  them  through  the  medium  of  party^ 
«nd  perhaps  with  a  thousand  circvunstances  of 
e^ica^eration  and  insult,  long  before  the  declara^ 
lion  of  rights  was  received  in  the  colony ;  and 
this  measure  crowned  the  whole.  They  main^ 
tained  that  it  was  calculated  to  convert  their 
|)eaceful  and  contented  negroes  into  implacable 
enemies,  and  render  the  whole  country  a  theatre 
of  commotion  and  bloodshed. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  French  government,  ap- 
prehensive that  disQorders  of  a  very  alarming  nature 
might  arise  in  the  colonies  from  the  proceedings  in 
France,  had  issued  orders  to  the  governor  general 
of  St.  Domingo,  to  convoke  the  inhabitants,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  legislative  assembly  for 
interior.regulation.  These  orders,  however,  bein^ 
unaccountably  delayed,  the  people  had  anticipated 
the  measure.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
district  bad  already  constituted  a  .provincial  as* 
sembly,  which  met  at  Cape  Francois,  and  their 
example  was  followed  in  November  in  the  West*» 
ern  and  Southern  provinces;  the  WiBstern  assem^ 
hly  met  at  Port  au  Prince,  the  Southern  at  Les 
€a%ies.  Parochial  committees  were,  at  the  same 
time,  every  where  established,  for  the  sake  of  a 
more  immediate  communicatioa  between  the 
people  and  their  representatives. 

.A  Hi^cxTAL  of  the  xonduict^nd  proceediags  of 
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^^jj^^-  these  provincial  assemblies^  would  lead  me  to© 
>,^-^^w  mucli  into  detail.  Th^y  differed  greatly  on  many 
1789:  important  questions;  but  all  of  thpm  concurred  in 
jopinion  concerning  the  necessity  of  a  full  an4 
speedy  colonial  representation ;  and  they  unani- 
mously Yoted^  that  if  instructions  from  the  king  for 
calling  such  an  assembly  should  not  be  received 
within  three  months  thenceforward^  the  colony 
should  take  on  itself  to  adopt  and  enforce  the 
measure ; — their  immediate  safety  and  preserva- 
tion beings  they  said^  9,n  oblig^t^on  paramqunt  to 
all  others. 

During  this  period  of  anxiety  and  alarm^  the 
mulattoes  were  not  inactive.     Instructed  by  theip 
brethren  in  the  metropolis  in  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  rights^  and  apprized  of  the  favourable 
^  disposition  of  the  French  nation  towards  them^ 

they  became,  throughout  the  colony,  actuated  by 
a  spirit  of  turbulence  and  sedition ;  and  disregards 
ing  all  considerations  of  prudence,  v^ith  regard  to 
time  and  seasons,  determined  tp  claim^  without 
(delay,  the  full  benefit  of  all  the  privileges  enjoyed 
by  the  whites.  Accordingly  large  bodies  of  them 
appeared  in  arms  in  different  parts  of  the  country; 
but  acting  without  sufficient  concert,  of  due  pre-r 
paration,  they  were  easily  overpowered.  It  is  said, 
that  the  temper  of  the  provincial  assemblies  at  this^ 
juncture,— how  much  soever  inflamed  aga.inst  the 
instigators  and  abettors  of  these  people  in  tho 
mother  country, — ^was  not  averse  io  moderatioii 
^nd  concession  towards  the  mulattoes  themselve^^ 
*jrhusj  vfhen  the  party  which  had  taken  arms  a| 
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Jacmel  was  defeated,  and  their  chiefs  imprisoned, 
the  assembly  of  the  West  interposed  with  effect  in 
favour  of  the  whole  number ;  and  at  Artibonite, 
where  the  revolt  was  much  more  extensive  and 
alarming,  a  free  and  unconditional  pardon  was  also 
chearfully  granted  on  the  submission  of  the  insur- 
gents. 

Against  such  of  the  whites  as  had  taken  any 
part  in  these  disturbances,  in  favour  of  the  people 
of  colour,  the  I'age  of  the  populace  knew  no 
limits.  Mons.  Dubois,  deputy  procureur  general, 
had  not  only  declared  himself  an  advocate  for  the 
mulattoes,  but,  with  a  degree  of  imprudence  which 
indicated  insanity,  sought  occasions  to  declaim 
publickly  against  the  slavery  of  the  negroes.  The 
Northern  assembly  arrested  his  person,  and  very 
probably  intended  to  proceed  to  greater  extremi- 
ties; but  the  governor  interposed  in  his  behalf^ 
obtained  his  release,  and  sent  him  from  the  country. 

MoNs.  Ferrand  de  Beaudierre,  who  had  for* 
merly  been  a  magistrate  at  Petit  Goavc,  was  not 
80  fortunate.  This  gentleman  was  unhappily  ena- 
moured of  a  woman  of  colour,,  to  whom,  as  she 
possessed  a  valuable  plantation,  he  had  offered 
marriage,  and  being  a  man  of  a  warm  imagina- 
tion, with  little  judgment,  he  undertook  to  combat 
the  prejudices  of  the  whites  against  the  whole 
class.  He  drew  up,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
mulatto  people,  a  memorial  to  the  parochial  com- 
mittee, wherein,  among  other  things,  tbey  were 
made  to  claim,  in  express  words,  the  full  benefit 
#f  the  national  declaration  of  rights.    Nothing 
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could  be  m6fe  ill-timed  or  injudicious  than  this 
proceeding :  it  was  evident^  that  such  a  claim  led 

^^^^'  to  conseqt^nces  of  which  the  mulattoes  themselvea 
(  who  certainly  at  this  juncture  had  no  wish  to  en-*^ 
franchise  the  slaves)  were  not  apprized.  This 
memorial  th^efore  was  considered  as  a  sum-* 
mons  to  the  negroes  for  a  general  revolt.  The 
parochial  committee  seized  the  author^  and  cdm-^ 
mitted  him  to  prison ;  but  the  populace  took  him 
from  thence  by  forces  and  in  spite  of  the  magis- 
trates and  municipality^  who  exerted  themselvea 
to  stop  their  fury,  put  him^o  death, 

January  The  king's  order  for  convoking  a  general  colo- 
nial assembly  vms  received  in  St.  Dopiingo  early 
in  the  month  of  January  1790.  It  appointed  the 
town  of  Leogane,  in  the  Western  province,  for  the 
place  of  meeting ;  and  instructions  accomjpanied 
the  order,  concerning  the  mode  of  electing  the 
members.  These  instructions,  however,  being 
considered  by  the  provincial  assemblies  as  inap^ 
plicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  were 
disapproved;  and  another  plan,  better  suited,  as 
they  conceived,  to  the  wealth,  territory,  and  po* 
pulation  of  the  inhabitants,  wnas  adopted,  They 
resolved  also  to  hold  the  assembly  at  the  town  of 
St.  Marc  instead  of  Leogane,  and  the  g5th  of 
March  was  fixed  for  the  time  of  its  meeting.  It 
was  afterwards  prorogued  to  the  16th  of  April, 

In  th(6  meanwhile  intelligence  was  received  in 
France  of  the  temper  of  St.  Domingo  towards  the 
mother  country.  The  inhabitants  were  very  gene- 
rally  represented  as  m9>nifesting  a  disposition  either 
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to  renounce  their  dependency^  or  to  throw  them- 
selves  under  the  protection  of  a  foreign  power ; 
and  the  ^planters  of  Martinico  were  said  to  be 
equally  discontented  and  disaffected.  TbMjrading 
and  manufacturing  towns  took  the  alarm ;  and  pe^ 
titions  and  remonstrances  were  presented  from  va-^ 
rious  quarters^  imploring  the  national  assembly  to 
adopt  measures  for  composing  the  minds  of  the 
colonists^  and  preserving  to  the  French  empire  its 
most  valuable  dependencies. 

On  the  8th  of  March  1790,  the  national  as- 
sembly entered  into  the  consideration  of  the  sub* 
ject^  with  a  seriousness  and  solemnity  suited  to  its 
'  importance ;  and,  after  full  discussion,  a  very  large 
majority  voted,  ^^  That  it  never  was  the  inten- 
^'  tion  of  the  assembly  to  comprehend  the  inte- 
'^  rior  government  of  the  colonies  in  the  consti- 
''  tution  which  they  had  framed  for  the  mother 
'^  country,  or  to  subject  them  to  laws  which 
^^  were  incompatible  with  their  local  establish- 
^'  ments;  they  therefore  authorise  the  inhabi* 
'^  tants  of  each  colony,  to  signify  to  the  national 
'^  assembly *their  sentiments  and  wishes  concem- 
^'  ing  that  |)lan  of  interior  legislation  and  com- 
^^  mercial  arrangement,  which  would  be  most 
'^  conducive  to  their  pros,perity."  It  was  re- 
quired, however,  that  the  plan  to  be  offered 
should  be  conformable  to  the  principles  which 
Jiad  connected  the  colonies  with  the  metropolis, 
and  be  calculated  for  the  preservation  of  their  re- 
ciprocal interests.-^To  this  decree  was  annexed  a 
d^ai^tion,  ''  That  the  national  asseonbly  would 

''  not 
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not  cause  any  innoyation  to  be  made^  directly  or 

indirectly,  in  any  system  of  commerce  in  which 
^^  the  colonies  were  already  concerned/' 

NoffliNG  could  equal  the  clamour  which  thit 
decree  occasioned  among  the  people  of  colour  re- 
sident in  the  mother  country,  and  the  philanthro- 
pick  society  of  Amis  des  Noirs.  The  declaration 
concerning  commerce  was  interpreted  into  a  tacit 
sanction  for  the  continuance  of  the  slave  trade  ; 
2nd  it  was  even  contended,  that  the  national  as- 
sembly, by  leaving  the  adjustment  of  the  colonial 
constitutions  to  the  colonists  themselves,  had  dis- 
charged them  from  their  allegiance.  It  was  said 
that  they  were  no  longer  subject  to  the  French 
empire>  but  members  of  an  independent  state. 

Nevertheless,  if  the  circumstances  of  the 
times^  and  the  disposition  of  the  French  colonists 
at  tbisjuncture,  be  taken  into  the  account^  candour 
must  acknowledge  that  it  was  a  decree  not  only 
justifiable  on  the  motives  of  prudence  and  policy, 
but  was  founded  also  on  the  strong  basis  of  moral 
necessity.  The  arguments  that  were  urged  against 
it  seem  to  imply  that  the  benefits  of  the  Frencli 
revolution  were  intended  only  for  the  people  re- 
siding in  the  realm,  in  exclusion  of  their  fellow 
subjects  in  the  plantations.  After  that  great  events 
to  suppose  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  colonies 
(with  the  successful  example  too  of  the  English 
Americans  recent  to  their  memories)  would  have 
submitted  to  be  governed  9;nd  directed  in  their 
local  concerns  by  a  legislature  at  the  distance  of 
3>O0O  miles  from  them>  is  io  manifest  a  very 

r  ilender 
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((lender  acquaintance  with  human  nature,  How 
little  inclined  the  colonial  assepihly  was  to  such  ^ 
submission^  their  proceedings^  from  the  first  day  ^'^^^ 
pf  their  meetings  to  thipir  final  dissolution^  will 
dempnstrate.^^Of  those  proceedings  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  furQish  f^  bri^f  iK:coiuit  in  tbe  next 
tJbapter. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.    III. 

Proreedrngs  cf  the  General  Cdlenial  AzsmritAtf  wail 
its  final  Dissolution^  and  Embarkation  of  ike 
•     Membei'sfor  PrancCy  August  1790. 

THE  Gkneral  Assembly  of  St  Domingo  met  on 
the  16th  of  Aprils  at  the  town  of  St.  Marc.  It 
was  composed  of  213  members^  of  whom  the  city 
of  Cape  Francois  elected  twenty-four^  Port  au 
Prince  sixteen,  and  Les  Cayes  eight.  Most  of  the 
other  parishes  returned  two  representatives  each ; 
and  it  is  allowed  that,  on  the  whole,  the  colony 
was  fairly,  fully,  and  most  respectably  represented. 
The  provincial  assemblies,  however,  continued  in 
the  exercise  of  their  functions  as  before,  or  appoint- 
ed  committees  to  act  during  their  intermission. 

The  session  was  opened  by  a  discourse  from  the 

president,  wherein,  after  recounting  various  abuses 

in  the  constit'ution  and  administration  of  the  former 

colonial  government,  he  pointed  out  some  of  the 

many  great  cibjects  that  seemed  to  require  inmie*- 

diate  attention :  among  others,  he  recommended 

the  case  of  \he  mulattoes,  and  amelioration  of  the 

€lave  laws.     The  assembly  concurred  in  sentiment 

with  the  or  ttor ;  and  one  of  their  first  measures 

was  to  relieve  the  people  of  colour  from  the  hard*- 

ships  to  wb  ich  they  were  subject  under  the  military 

jurisdiction^     It  was  decreed,  that  in  future  no 

greater  duty  should  be  required  of  them  in  the 

tailitiatha  1  from  the  whites;  and  the  harsh-autho^- 

rity^ 
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rity,  in  particular,  which  the  king's  lieutenants,, 
majors,  and  aides-majori  commanding  in  the 
towns,  exercised  over  those  people,  was  declared 
oppressive  and  illegal.  These  acts  of  indulg'ence 
>^cre  certainly  meant  as  the  earnest  of  greater  fa- 
vours, and  an  opening  to,  conciliatioa  and  conces- 
sion towards  the  'whole  class  of  the  coloured 
people. 

The  general  assem][)ly  proceeded,  in  the  next 
place,  to  rectify  some  gross  abuses  which  had  long 
prevailed  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  confining 
themselves  however  to  such  only  as  called  for  im- 
mediate redress,  their  attention-  being  chiefly  di- 
rected to  the  great  and  interesting  object  of  pre- 
paring the  plan  for  a  new  constitution,  or  systeni 
of  colonial  government ;  a  business  which  employ- 
ed their  deliberatibns  until  the  28th  of  May» 

M.  Peykier  was  now  governor  general,  from 
whom  the  partizans  and  adherents  of  the  ancient 
despotism  secretly  derived  encouragement  and  sup- 
port. The  whole  body  of  tax-gatherers,  and  offi- 
cers under  the  fiscal  administration,  were  of  thLi 
number.  ITiese  therefore  began  to  recover  from 
the  panick  into  which  so  great  and  sudden  a  revo- 
lution had  thrown  them,  and  to  rally  their  united 
strength .  Nothing  could  be  more  op  posite  to  their 
wishes,  th^n  the  success^of  the  general  assembly 
in  the  establishment  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment throughout  the  colony.  Nor  were  these  the 
only  men  who  beheld  the  proceedings  of  this  body 
with  an  evil  eye.  All  the  persons  belonging  to  the 
courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  (andth<^ir 
4  numbers 
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^*|^*  numbers  were  considerable)  who  were  Interestc^dl 
*-f2ir^  io  *h®  maintenance  of  those  abuses  which  the  as- 
sembly  bad  corrected,  were  filled  with  indignation 
and  envy.  To  these  were  added  most  of  the  men 
who  held  military  commissions  under  the  king^s 
authority.  Habituated  to  the  exercise  of  com- 
mands they  indignantly  beheld  the  subversion  of 
all  that  accustomed  obedience  and  subordination 
which  they  had  been  taught  to  consider  as  essen-- 
tial  to  the  support  of  government^  and  offered 
themselves  the  willing  instruments  of  the  gover* 
nor  general  in  subverting  the  new  system. 

Su«H  were  the  persons  that  opposed  themselves 
to  the  new  order  of  things  in  the  colony^  when  the 
Chevalier  Mauduit^  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Port  au  Prince,  arrived  at  St.  Domingo.  He  had 
not  come  directly  from  France,  but  circuitously 
by  way  of  Italy  ;  and  at  Turin  had  taken  leave 
of  the  Count  d'Artois,  to  whose  fortunes  he  was 
strongly  attached.  He  was  a  man  of  talents ; 
brave,  active,  and  enterprizing ;  zealous  for  his 
party,  and  full  of  projects  for  a  counter-revolu- 
tion. By  his  dexterity  and  address,  he  soon  ac- 
quired an  ascendancy  over  the  feeble  and  narrow 
genius  of  Peynier,  and  governed  the  colony  in  his 
name.  His  penetration  easily  made  him  discover 
.  that,  in  order  effectually  to  disturb  the  new  settle- 
ment, it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  a 
coalition  of  interests  between  the  colonial  assem- 
bly, and  the  free  people  of  colour.  He  therefore 
proclaimed  himself  the  patron  and  protector  of 
the  mulattoes,  and  courted  them  on  all  occasions, 

with 
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with  such  assiduity  and  success,  as  gained  over  the    ^^^^• 


whole  body.  ^^^ 

It  seems  howeTer  extremely  probable  that  the 
pi^ce  of  the  country  would  have  been  preserved, 
notwithstanding  the  machinations  of  Peynier,  and 
Mauduit,  if  the  planters,  true  to  their  own  cause, 
had  remained  united  among  themselves.    But,  un- 
fortunately, tlie  provincial  assembly  of  the  North 
was  induced,  through  misrepresentation  or  envy,  to 
-  counteract,  by  all  possible  melons,  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  assembly  at  St.  Marc.  Thus,  discord 
and  dissention  every  where  prevailed ;  and  appear- 
ances seemed  to  indicate  an  approaching  civil  war, 
even  before  the  plan  for  the  new  constitution  was 
puUished.    This  was  contained  in  the  famous  de- 
cree of  the  general  colonial  assembly  of  the  128th  of 
May ;  a  decree,  which  having  been  the  subject  of 
much  animadversion,  and  made  the  ostei^ible  mo- 
tive, on  the  part  of  the  executive  power,  for  com- 
foencing  hostilities,  it  is  proper  to  state  at  Jarge. 

It  consisted  of  ten  fundamental  positions,  which  ibj« 
are  preceded  by  an  introductory  discourse  or  pre- 
amble (as  usual  in  the  French  decrees)  wherein, 
among  other  considerations,  it  is  stated,  as  an  ac** 
knowledged  principle  in  the  French  constitution, 
that  the  right  in  the  crown  to  confirm  the  actsof  the 
legislature,  is  a  prcrogati  ve,  i nherent  and  ineommun 
mcuble  :  of  course  that  it  cannot  be  delegated  to  4 
colonial  governor,  whose  authority  is  precarloui 
and  subordinate.  The  articles  are  then  subjoined, 
in  the  order  and  words  following : 

''  1.  The  legislative  authority,  in  every  thing 
Ifhicb  relates  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  co« 

lony 
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lony  (regime  interiem^J,  is  vested  in  the  assembtf 
of  its  representatives,  vv^hich  shall  be  caMei  the  Ga*^ 
neral  Assembly  Grille  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo^ 
.  2.  No  act  of  the  legislative  body,  in  what  re^ 
lates  to  tiie  internal  conca*n6  of  the  colony,  shall 
be  considered  as  a  law  definitive,  unless  it  be  made 
by  the  representatives  of  the  French  part  of  St* 
Domingo,  freely  and  legally  choseUi.  and  confimir 
cd  by  the  king. 

3.  In  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  a  legislative  de^ 
cree  of  the  general  assembly,  in  what  relates^to  the 
internal  concerns  of  the  colony,  shall  be  comMeied 
^  a  law  provisiofial.  In  all  such  eases,  the  decree 
shall  be  notified  forthwith  to  the  governor  general^ 
who>  within  ten  days  after  such  notification^  shall 
cause  it  to  be  published  and  enforced^  or  transmit 
to  the  general  assembly  his  observations  thereon. 

4.  The  necessity  of  the  case  on  which  the  eye* 
cution  of  such  provisional  decree  is  to  depend^ 
shall  be  a  separate  question,  and  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  ge* 
Aeral  assembly  ;  the  names  and  numbers  beini^ 
taken  down.    (Prises  far  I'appel  nominel). 

5.  If  the  governcM*  general  shall  send  down  1m 
observations  on  any  such  decree,  the  same  shall  be 
entered  in  the  journals  of  the  general  assembly,  who 
shall  then  proceed  to  revise  the  decree,  and  eonsir 
der  the  observations  thereon  in  three  several  sit- 
tings. The  votes  for  confirming  or  annulling  the 
decree  shall  be  given  in  the  words  Yes  or  No,  and 
a  minute  of  the  proceedings  shall  be  signed  by  the 
members  present,  in  which  shall  be  enuiwrated 
the  votfis  on  each  side  of  the  qjuestion;  ^md  if 

there 
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ther^  appears  araajority  of  two-thirds  for  confirm-  chap. 
ing  the  decree,  it  shall  be  immediately  enforced  ^.^-y-^^ 
by  the  governor-general. 

6.  As  every  law  ought  to  be  founded  on  the 
consent  of  those  who  are  to  be  bound  by  it,  the 
French  part  of  St.  Domingo  shall  be  allowed  to 
propose  regulations  concerning  commercial  'ar- 
rangements^ and  the  system  of  mutual  connection 
(rapports  commtrciaux,  et  autres  rapports  com-^ 
munsj,  and  the  decrees  which  the  national  assem- 
bly shall  make  in  all  such  cases  shall  not  be  en- 
forced  in  the  colony^  until  the  general^  assembly/ 
shall  have  consented  thereto. 

7.  In  cases  of  pressing  necessity,  the  importation 
of  articles  for  the  support  of  the  inhabitants  shall 
not  be  considered  as  any  breach  in  the  system  of 
commercial  regulations  between  St.  Domingo  and 
France ;  provided  that  the  decrees  to  be  made  in 
such  cases  by  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  revision  of  the  governor-general, 
under  the  same  conditions  and  modifications  as  are 
prescrjibed  in  articles  3  and  5. 

8.  Provided  also,  that  every  legislative  act  of 
the  general  assembly,  executed  provisionally,  in 
cases  of  urgent  necessity,  shall  be  transmitted 
forthwith  for  the  royal  sanction.  And  if  the 
king  shall  refusie  his  consent  to  any  such  act, 
its  execution  shall  be  suspended,  as  soon  as  the 
king's  refusal  shall  be  legally  notified  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly. 

9.  A  new  general  assembly  shall  be  chosen  every 
two  years,  and  none  of  the  members  who  have 

Vol.  III.  D  served 
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sarved  in  the  former  assembly  shall  be  eligible  ia 
the  new  one. 

1790.  jQ  rpjj^  general  assembly  decree  that  the  pre- 
ceding articles^  as  formii^g  part  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Freneh  colony  in  St.  Domingo^  shall  be  im- 
mediately transmitted  to  France  for  the  accept- 
ance of  the  national  assembly,  and  the  king.  They 
diall  likewise  be  transmit!^  to  all  the  parishes 
and  districts  of  the  colony^  and  be  notified  to  the 
governor^eneral. " 

That  a  decree  of  such  comprehensiveness  and 
magnitude  should  haye  excited  very  general  dis^ 
quisition  in  the  colony,  and  have  produced  mis- 
representation and  clamour,  even  among  men  of 
very  opposite  sentiments  and  tempers,  is  nd  way 
8ur[Nrising.  It  must  be  allowed,  that  some  of  the 
articles  are  irreconcileable  to  every  just  principle 
of  colonial  subordination.  The  refusing  to  allow 
a  negative  voice  to  the  representative  of  the  king, 
is  repugnant  to  all  the  notions  which  an  English^ 
man  is  taught  to  entertain  of  a  monarchical  go— 
vernment,  however  limited :  and  the  declaration 
that  no  decree  of  the  national  assembly  concern- 
ing the  colony,  in  cases  of  exterior  regulation, 
should  be  in  force  until  confirmed  by  the  colonial 
assembly,  was  such  an  extravagant  assumption  of 

f  imperial  authority,  in  a  subordinate  part  of  the 

Frf^nch  empire,  as  I  believe  is  without  a  prece- 
4ent. 

All  that  can  be  urged  in  extenuation  seems  to 
be,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were  novel, 
and  the  members  of  the  colonial  assembly  unexpe* 
lienced  in  the  business^of  legislation.    That  they 

had 
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had  any  serious  intention  of  declaring  the  colony    ^"^' 
an  independent  state^  in  imitation  of  the  English  u*-y^ 
American  provinces,  it  is  impossible  to  believe,     ^^^* 
Nevertheless,  the  decree  was  no  sooner  promul- 
gated, than  this  notion  w^as  industriously  propa^ 
gated  by  their  enemies  from  one  end  of  the  colony 
to  the  other;  and  when  this  report  failed  to  gain 
belief,  it  was  pretended  that  the  colony  was  sold  to 
the  English,  and  that  the  members  of  the  general 
assembly  had  received  and  divided  among  them*' 
selves  40   millions    of   livres  as    the    purchase 
money. 

If  recent  events  had  not  demonstrated  the  ex** 
treme  credulity  and  jealous  temper  of  the  French 
character,  it  would  be  difficult  to  believe  that 
charges,  thus  wild  and  unsupported,  could  have 
made  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  any  consider* 
able  number  of  the  people.  So  great  hovrevei^ 
was  the  effect  produced  by  them,  as  to  occasion 
some  of  the  Western  parishes  to  recal  their  de- 
puties; while  the  inhabitants  of  Ci^pe  Francois- 
took  measures  still  more  decisive  :  they  renounced 
obedience  to  the  general  assembly,  and  presented 
a  memorial  to  the  governor,  requesting  him  to 
dissolve  it  forthwith;  declaring  that  they  con<^ 
sidered  the  colony  as  lost,  unless  he  proceeded 
with  the  utmost  vigour  and  promptitude  in  de^ 
priving  that  body  of  all  manner  of  authority. 

M.  Peynier  received  this  address  with  secret 
satisfaction.  It  seemed  indeed  to  be  the  policy  of 
both  parties  to  reject  all  thoughts  of  compromise 
by  negociation ;  and  there  occurred  at  this  junc*^ 

D  2  ture 
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CHAP,    ture  a  circumstance  which  would  probably  have 
v,^.^  rendered  all  negociation  abortive,  had  it  been  at- 

i''^-  tempted.  In  the  harbour  of  Port  au  Prince  lay 
a  ship  of  the  line,  called  the  Leopard^  commanded 
by  M.  Gilisoniere.  This  officer,  co-operating  in 
the  views  of  Peynier  and  Mauduit,  made  a  sump- 
tuous entertainment  for  the  partizans  of  those 
gentlemen ;  and  by  this,  or  some  other  parts  of  his 
conduct,  g^ave  offence  to  his  sailors.  Whether 
these  men  had  felt  the  influence  of  corruption  (  as 
asserted  by  one  party)  or  were  actuated  solely  by 
one  of  those  unaccountable  freaks  to  which  isea- 
men  are  particularly  subject,  the  fact  certainly  is, 
that  they  withdrew  their  obedience  from  their 
proper  officer,  and  declared  themselves  to  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  colonial  assembly  !  Their  con- 
duct became  at  length  so  turbulent  and  seditious, 
as  to  induce  M.  Galisoniere  to  quit  the  ship; 
whereupon  the  crew  gave  the  command  to  one  of 
the  lieutenants.  The  assembly,  perceiving  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  event,  imme* 
i7thJui  ^i*^^ly  transmitted  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  seamen 
for  their  patriotick  conduct,  and  required  them, 
iur  the  name  of  the  lavr  and  the  king,  to  detain  the 
ship  in  the  road,^  and  await  their  further  orders. 
The  sailors,  gratified  with  this  acknowledgment, 
promised  obedience,  and  affixed  the  vote  of  thanks 
on  the  mainmast  of  the  ship.  Some  partizans  of 
the  assembly^  about  the  same  time,  took  possession 
of  a  powder  magazine  at  Leogane. 

A  CIVIL  war  seemed  now  to  be  inevitable.  Two 
days  after  the  vote  of  thanks  had  been  transmitteji 
from  St.  Marc's  to  the  crew  of  the  Leopard,  M. 

Peynier 
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Pejnier  issued  a  proclamation  to  dissolve  the  ge-    ^^^^' 
neral  assembly.     He  charged  the  members  with  ^---v-w/ 
entertaining  projects  of  independency,  and  assert- 
ed that  they  had  treacherously  possessed  them- 
selves of  one  of  the  king's  ships  by  corrupting 
the  crew.     He  pronounced  the  members,  and  all 
their  adherents,  traitors  to  their  country,  and  ene- 
mies to  the  nation  and  the  king  :  declaring  that 
it  .was  his  intention  to  employ  all  the  force  he 
could  collect  to  defeat  their  projects,  and  bring 
them  to  condign  punishment ;  and  he  called  on 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  for  their  co-opera-  ' 
tion  and  support,  ' 

His  first  proceedings  were  directed  ags^inst  the 
committee  of  the  Western  provincial  assembly. — 
This  body  held  its  meetings  at  Pdrt  au  Prince, 
and  in  the  exercise  of  its  subordinate  functions, 
during  the  intermission  of  that  assembly,  had  ma- 
nifested such  zealous  attachment  to  the  general 
assembly  at  St.  Marc,  as  exposed  its  members  to 
the  resentment  of  the  governor  and  his  party.  It 
was  determined  therefore,  at  a  council  held  the 
same  day,  to  arrest  their  persons  the  following 
night,  and  M.  Mauduit  undertook  to  conduct  the 
enterprize.  Having  been  informed  that  this  com- 
mittee held  consultations  at  midnight,  he  selected 
about  one  hundred  of  his  soldiers,  and  formed  a 
scheme  to  seize  the  members  at  their  place  of 
meeting.  On  arriving  however  at  the  house,  he 
found  it  protected  by  four  hundred  of  the  national 
guards  (g).  A  skirmish  ensued ;  but  the  circum- 
stances 

(g)  The  troops  in  St.  Domingo,  called  the  National  Guards, 

were 
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stances  attending  it  are  so  variously  related^  that 
no  precise  account  can  be  given  of  the  particu- 
^^^^'  lars ;  nor  is  it  ascertained  which  party  gave  the 
first  fire.  Nothing  further  is  certaiiUy  known, 
than  that  two  men  were  killed  on  the  part  of  the 
assembly^— that  several  were  wounded  on  both 
sides,  and  that  M.  Mauduit  returned  without  ef- 
fecting any  purpose  but  that  of  seizings  and  bear- 
ing away  in  triumpji,  the  national  colours  ; — a 
circumstance  which  afterwards  (as  will  be  seen  in 
the  sequel,  cost  him  his  life. 

The  general  assembly,  on  receiving  intelligence 
of  this  attack,  and  of  the  formidable  preparations 
that  were  making  for  directing  hostilities  against 
themselves,  summoned  the  people,  from  all  parts 
of  the  colony,  to  hasten,  properly  armed,  to  pro- 
tect their  representatives;  and  most  of  the  inha«- 
bitants  of  the  neighbouring  parishes  obeyed  the 
suminons.  The  ship  Leopard  was  brought  from 
Port  an  Prince  to  St.  Marc's  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. On  the  other  hand,  the  Northern  provin^^ 
cial  assembly  joined  the  party  of  the  governor,  and 
sent  to  his  assistance  a  detachment  from  the  re- 
gular troops  in  that  quarter,  which  was  joined  by 
a  body  of  two  hundred  people  of  colour,  A  much 
greater  force  was  collected  at  the  same  time  in  the 
Western  province  by  M.  Mauduit,  and  the  pre- 
parations on  both  sides  threatened  an  obstinate 
and  bloody  conflict ;  when,  by  one  of  those  won* 

were  c^iginally  upthing  more  than  the  cplonial  Militia.  They 
ivere  new  organized  in  1789,  on  the  model  of  the  national 
guards  in  the  mother-country,  and  bore  the  same  coloun,  an4 
^ssum§4  tbe  same  name, 
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derful  eccentricities  in  the  human  mind  which  are    ^^^^* 
seldom  displayed  except  in  times  of  puhlick  com-  ' 
motion^  a  stop  was  put  to  the  immediate  shedding 
of  bloody  bj  the  sudden  and  unexpected  determi- 
nation of  the  gei^ral  assembly  to  undertake  a 
Toyage  to  France,  and  justify  their  conduct  to  the 
king  and  the  national  assembly  in  person.     Their 
motives  were  thought  the  more  laudable,  as  great 
part  of  the  Western  and  Southern  provinces  gave 
a  decided  approbation  of  their  conduct,  and  arm- 
ed in  a  very  short  time  two  thousand  men  in  their 
defence ;  which  were  in  full  march  for  Port  au 
Prince.     Their  resolution  however  was  fixed,  and 
accordingly,  of  about  one  hundred  members,  to 
which  the  colonial  assembly  was  reduced  by  sick- 
ness and  desertion,  no  less  than  eighty-five  (of 
whom  sixty-four  were  fathers  of  families)  actu- 
ally embarked  on  board  the  Leopard,  and  on  the 
8th  of  August,  took  their  departure  for  Europe : 
a  proceeding  which  created  as  much  surprize  in 
the  governor  and  his  party,  as  admiration  and  ap- 
plause among  the  people  at  large.'    Persons  of  all 
ranks  accompanied  the  members  to  the  place  of 
embarkation,  pouriujg  forth  prayers  for  their  suc- 
cess, and  shedding  tears  of  sensibility  and  affec- 
tion for  a  conduct  which  was  yery  generally  con- 
sidered as  noble  a  proof  of  self-denial,  and  as  sig- 
nal an  instance  of  heroick  virtue  and  christian 
forbearance  as  any  age  has  exhibited.    A  momen- 
tary calm  followed  this  event: — the  parties  in 
arms  appeared  mutually  disposed  to  submit  their 
differences  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  king 
apd  the  national  assembly,  and  M.  Peynier  re- 
sumed. 
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sumed>  though  with  a  trembling  hand^  the  reins 
of  government. 

Such  was  the  issue  of  the  first  attempt  to  esta- 
blish a  free  constitution  in  the  French  part  of  St. 
Domingo,  on  the  system  of  a  limited  monarchy  ; 
and  it  affords  occasion  for  some  important  reflec- 
tions. That  the  general  colonial  assembly,  in 
their  decree  of  the  28th  of  May,  exceeded  the 
proper  boundary  of  their  constitutional  functions, 
has  been  frankly  admitted.  This  irregularity, 
however,  might  have  been  corrected  without 
bloodshed  or  violence ;  but  there  is  this  misfor- 
tune attending  every  deviation  from  the  rule  of 
right,  that,  in  the  conflict  of  contending  factions, 
the  excesses  of  one  party  are  ever  considered  as  the 
fullest  justification  for  the  outrages  of  the  other. 
For  some  parts  6t  their  conduct  an  apology  may 
be  offered.  The  measure  of  securing  to  their  in-» 
terests  the  crew  of  the  Leopard,  and  the  seizure  of 
the  magazine  at  Leogane,  may  be  vindicated  on 
the  plea  of  self-defence.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  M.  Peynier  had  long  meditated  how  best  to 
restore  the  ancient  despotick  system,  and  that, 
jointly  with  M,  Mauduit  and  others,  he  had  made 
preparations  for  that  purpose.  He  had  written 
to  M.  Luzerne,  the  minister  in  France,  that  he 
never  intended  the  colonial  assembly  to  meet; 
and  let  it  be  told  in  this  place,  in  justice  to  the 
French  ministry,  that  the  answer  which  he  ce^ 
ceived  contained  a  tacit  disapprobation  of  his  mea-« 
sures ;  for  M,  Luzerne  recommended  moderate 
and  conciliatory  councils.  The  governor  proc^ed-^ 
f^d  notwitlfstanding  in  the  same  career,  and/dis*i 

trustful 
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trustful  perhaps  of  the  fidelity  of  the  French 
soldiers^  he  made  application  (as  appeared  after- 
ward) to  the  governor  of  the  Havannah  for  a  re» 
inforcement  of  Spanish  troops  from  Ciiha.  It  is 
evident  therefore  that  he  concurred  entirely  in  the 
plans  of  Mauduit  for  effectuating  a  counter-revo- 
lution ;  and  hence  it  is  reasonable  to  coliclude, 
that  the  discord  and  distrust  which  prevailed 
among  the  inhabitants;  and  above  all  the  fatal 
dissentions  that  alienated  the  provincial  assemj^lj 
of  the  North,  from  the  general  assembly  at  St 
Marc's,  were  industriously  fomented  and  encou- 
raged by  M.  Peynier  and  his  adherents.  Concern- 
ing the  members  of  the  colonial  assembly,  their 
prompt  and  decisive  determination  to  repair  to 
France,  and  surrender  their  persons  to  the  supreme 
government,  dbviates  all  impeachment  of  their 
loyalty.  Their  attachment  to  the  mother-countrj 
was  indeed  secured  by  too  many  ties  of  interest 
and  self-preservation  to  be  doubted. 

Of  their  reception  by  the  national  assembly, 
and  the  proceedings  adopted  in  coifsequence  of 
their  arrival  in  Europe,  I  shall  hereafter  have  oc-- 
casion  to  speak.  A  pause  in  this  place  seems  re- 
quisite ; — for  I  have  now  to  introduce  to  the 
i?eader  the  mournful  history  of  an  unfortunate  in- 
dividual, over  whose  sad  fate  ( however  we  may 
eondemn  his  rash  and  ill-concerted  enterprize) 

*'  One  human  tear  may  drop,  and  be  forgiven  i" 
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CHAR  IV. 

RcbeUion  and  Defeat  of  James  Oge,  a  free  Mem 
of  Colour. 

^^^'  From  the  fir^  meeting  of  the  general  assembly  ^ 
^^^^^  ^^  St,  Domingo^  to  its  dissolution  and  dispersion, 
as  (elated  in  the  preceding  chapters^  the  coloured 
people  resident  within  the  colony  remained  on  the 
whole  more  peaceable  and  orderly  than  might 
/  liave  been  expected.  The  temperate  and  lenient 
disposition  manifested  by  the  assembly  towards 
ihem>  produced  a  beneficial  and  decisive  effect 
HI  the  Western  and  Southern  provinces,  and  aU 
though  300  of  them  from  these  provinces^  had 
been  persuaded  by  M.  Mauduit  to  join  the  force 
under  his  command,  they  very  soon  became  sen^ 
sible  of  their  error,  and,  instead  of  marching  to^ 
wards  St,  Marc,  as  Mauduit  proposed^  tbey  de-- 
manded  and  obtained  their  dismission,  and  return^ 
cd  quietly  to  thetr  respective  habitations,  Such 
of  the  mulatto  people  however  as  resided  at  that 
juncture  in  the  m«iber-country,  continued  in  a  far 
more  hostile  disposition;  and  they  were  encou*- 
laged  in  their  animosity  towards  the' white  colo^ 
laists  by  parties  of  very  different  de^riptions.  The 
colonial  decree  of  the  28th  of  May,  1790^  was 
no  sooner  made  known  in  France,  than  it  excited 
universal  clamour.  Many  persons  who  concurred 
in  nothing  else,  united  their  voices  in  reprobating 
tbe  couduct  of  the  inhabitant^  of  St,  Domingo, 

Th^ 
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The  adherents  of  the  ancient  goTernment  were   CTEaf, 
joined  on  this  occasion  by  the  partizans  of  demo- 
cracy and  republicanism.     To  the  latter^  the  con*- 
stitution  of  1789  was  ^even  more  odious  than  the 
old  tyranny  ;  and  these  men^  with  the  deepest  and 
darkest  designs^  possessed  all  that  union^  firmness, 
and  perseverance  which  were  necessary  to  their 
purposes;  and  which^  as  the  world  has  beheld^ 
have  since  rendered  them  irresistible^    These  two 
factions  hoped  to  obtain  very  different  end%  by 
the  same  means;  and  there  was  another  party  who 
exerted  themselves  with  equal  assiduity  in  pro* 
moting  publick  confusion:  these  were  the  dis^^ 
cordant  class  of  speculative  reformers^  whom  it 
was  impossible  to  reconcile  to  the  new  government, 
because  every  man  among  them  had  probably 
formed  a  favourite  system  in  bis  own  imagination 
which  he  was  eager  to  recommend  to  others.     I 
do  not  consider  the  philanthropick  society,  called 
Amis  des  Njoirs,  as  another  distinct  body,  because 
it  appears  to  me  that  they  were  pretty  equally  di-p 
vided  between  the  democratick  party,   and  the 
class  last  mentioned.     Strengthened  by  such  auxi«^ 
liaries,  it  is  not  surprizing  that  the  efforts  of  this 
society  should  have  operated  powerfully  on  the 
minds  of  those  who  were  taught  to  consider  their 
personal  wrongs  as  the  cause  of  the  nation,  and 
bave  driven  some  of  them  into  the  wildest  excesses 
of  fanaticism  and  fury. 

Among  such  of  these  unfortunate  people  resi^ 
dent  in  France  as  were  thus  inflamed  into  mad- 
ness, was  a  young  man  under  thirty  years  of  age, 
p^med  James  Oge ;  he  was  born  in  £t,  Domingo, 
^  of 
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^^P-  of  a  mulatto  woman  who  still  possessed  a  coffee 
plantation  in  the  Northern  province,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Cape  Francois,  whereon  she  lived  very 
creditably^  and  found  means  out  of  its  profits  to 
educate  her  son  at  Paris,  and  even  to  support  him 
there  in  some  degree  of  affluence,  after  he  had  ob- 
tained the  age  of  manhood.  His  reputed  father, 
a  white  planter  of  some  account,  had  been  dead 
several  years. 

Oge  had  been  iirtroduced  to  the  meetings  of  the 
Amis  des  Noirs,  under  the  patronage  of  Gregoire, 
Brissot  (hj.  La  Fayette,  and  Robespierre  (ij^,  the 
leading  members  of  that  society ;  and  was  by  them 
initiated  into  the  popular  doctrine  of  eqiudity^  and 
the  rights  of  man.  Here  it  was  that  he  first  learnt 
the  miseries  of  his  condition;  the  cruel  wrongs 
and  contumelies  to  which  he  and  all  his  mulatto 
Inrethren  were  exposed  in  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  monstrous  injustice  and  absurdity  of  that  pre-^ 
jiidicc,  '^  which,  (said  Gregoire)  estimating  a 
*'  man's  merit  by  the  colour  of  his  skin,  has  placed 
'^  at  an  immense  distance  from  each  other  the 
"  children  of  the  same  parent;  a  prejudice  which 
^'  stifles  the  voice  of  nature,  and  breaks  the  bands 
*^  of  fraternity  asunder/' 

That  these  are  great  evils  must  be  frankly  ad^ 
mitted,  and  it  would  have  been  fortunate  if  such 
men  as  3rissot  and  Gregoire,  instead  of  bewail- 
ing their  existence  and  magnifying  their  extent, 
had  applied  their  talents  in  considering  of  the 
l>cst  practicable  means  of  redressing  them. 


(h)  Guillotined  31  October,  I7g3. 
(l)  Guillotiaed  28  July;  1794. 


But 
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But  these  persons  had  other  objects  in  vifew: — 
their  aim,  as  I  have  shewn,  was  not  to  reform,  but 
to  destroy ;  to  excite  convulsions  in  every  part  of 
the  French  empire  ;  and  the  ill-fated  Oge  became 
the  tool,  and  was  afterwards  the  victim,  of  their 
guilty  ambition. 

He  had  been  led  to  believe,  that  the  whofe 
body  of  coloured  people  in  /the  French  islands 
were  prepared  to  rise  up  as  one  man  against  their 
oppressors ;  that  nothing  but  a  discreet  leader  was 
wanting,  to  set  them  into  action ;  and,  fondly 
conceiving  that  he  possessed  in  his  own  person  all 
the  qualities  of  aa  able  general,  he  deternined  to 
proceed  to  St.  Domingo  by  the  first  opportunity. 
To  cherish  the  conceit  of  his  own  importance, 
and  animate  his  exertions,  the  society  procured 
him  the  rank  of  lieutenant-^^olonel  in  the  army  of 
one  of  the  German  electors. 

As  it  was  found  difficult  to  export  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  France, 
without  attracting  the  notice  of  the  government^ 
and  awakening  suspicion  among  the  plantei-s  iie* 
sident  in  the  mother-country,  the  society  re- 
solved to  procure  those  articles  in  North  Ame- 
rica, and  it  was  recomniended  to  Oge  to  make  a 
cirpuito  us  voyage  for  that  purpose.  Accordingly, 
being  furnished  with  money  and  letters  of  credit, 
he  embarked  for  New  England  in  the  month  of 
July  1790. 

.  But,  notwithstanding  the  caution  that  was  oIh 
served  in  this  instance,  the  whole  project  was  pub-? 
lickly  known  at  Paris  previous  to  Oge's  embark^- 

tioa; 
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^  r^^'  tion ;  and  notice  of  the  scheme^  and  even  a  por-* 
trait  of  Oge  himself  were  transmitted  to  St.  Do^ 
mingo^  long' before  his  arrival  in  that  island.  He 
secretly  landed  there,  from  an  Ameri^can  sloop,  on 
the  12th  of  October  1790,  and  found  means  to 
convey  undiscovered  the  arms  and  ammunition 
which  he  bad  purchased,  to  the  place  which  his 
brother  had  prepared  for  their  reception. 

The  first  notice  which  the  white  inhabitants 
received  of  Oge's  arrival,  was  from  himself.  He 
dispatched  a  letter  to  the  governor  (Peynier) 
wherein,  after  reproaching  the  governor  and  his 
predecessors  with  the  non-execution  of  the  Code 
Mir,  he  demands,  in  very  imperious  terms,  that 
the  provisions  of  that  celebrated  statute  should 
be  enforced  throughout  the  colony ;  he  requires 
that  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  one  class  of  inha- 
bitants (the  vtrhites)  should  be  extended  to  all 
persons  without  distinction :  declares  himself  the 
protector  of  the  mulattoes,  and  announces  his  in* 
teiitioQ  of  taking  up  arms  in  their  behalf,  unless 
their  wrongs  should  be  redressed. 

About  six  weeks  had  intervened  between  the 
landing  of  Oge,  and  the  publication  of  this  man- 
date ;  in  all  which  time  he  and  his  two  brothers 
had  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  in  spreading 
disaffection,  and  exciting  revolt  among  the  mu* 
lattoes.  Assurances  were  held  forth,  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mother-country  were  disposed 
to  assist  them  in  the  recovery  of  their  rights,  and 
it  was  added,  that  the  king  himself  was  favour* 
?jVlj  inclined  to  their  cause.    Promises  were  dis-e 

tribute^ 
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tributed  to  some>  and  money  to  others*  But,  not* 
vrithstanding  all  the«e  efToi-ts,  and  that  the  tem- 
pel*  of  the  times  was  favourable  to  his  views^ 
Oge  was  not  able  to  allure  to  his  standard  above 
200  followers;  and  of  these,  the  major  part 
were  raw  and  ignorant  youths,  unused  to  dis- 
cipline, and  averse  to  all  manner  of  dtibordinatioa 
and  order* 

He  established  his  camp  at  a  place  called 
Grande  Riviere,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Cape 
Francois,  and  appointed  his  two  brothers,  toge- 
ther with  one  ^Mark  Chavane,  his  lieutenants. 
Chavane  was  fierce,  intrepid,  active,  and  enter- 
prizing  ;  prone  to  mischief,  and  thirsty  for  ven- 
geance. Oge  himself,  with  all  his  enthusiasn, 
was  naturally  mild  and  humane :  he  cautioned  his 
followers  against  the  shedding  innocent  blood; 
but  little  regard  was  paid  to  his  wishes  in  this  re- 
spect :  the  first  white  man  that  fell  in  their  way 
they  murdered  on  the  spot :  a  second,  of  the  name 
of  Sicard,  met  the  same  fate ;  and  it  is  related, 
that  their  cruelty  towards  such  persons  of  their 
0WB  complexion  as  refused  to  join  in  the  revolt 
was  extreme.  A  mulatto  man  of  some  property 
being  uiged  to  follow  them,  pointed  to  his  wife 
and  six  children,  assigning  the  largeness  of  his 
family  as  a  motive  for  wishing  to  remain  quiet. 
This  conduct  was  considered  as  contumacious, 
and  it  is  asserted,  that  not  only  the  man  hinuielf, 
but  the  whole  of  his  family,  were  massacred  with* 
out  mercy. 

Intslligencb  was  no  sooner  received  at  the 
towo  of  Cape  Francois  of  ^hese  enormities,  than 

the 
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^^^p.  the  inhabitants^  proceededj  with  the  utmost  \igo\it 
v^-v-^  and  unanimity^  to  adopt  measures  for  suppressing^ 
the  revolt.  A  body  of  regular  troops,  and  the 
Cape  regiment  of  militia^  were  forthwith  dis- 
patched for  that  purpose*  They  soon  invested 
tfie  camp  of  the  revolters,  who  made  less  resist*^ 
ance  than  might  have  been  expected  from  men 
in  their  desperate  circumstances.  The  rout  be- 
came general ;  many  of  them  were  killed,  and 
about  sixty  made  prisoners :  the  rest  dispersed 
themselves  in  the  mountains.  Oge  himself,  one 
of  his  brothers,  and  Chavane  his  associate,  took 
refuge  in  the  Spanish  territories.  Of  Oge's  other 
brother  no  intelligence  was  ever  afterwards  ob- 
tained. 

After  this  unsuccessful  attempt  of  Oge,  and 
his  escape  from  justice,  the  disposition  of  the  white 
inhabitants  in  general  towards  the  mulattoes,  was 
sharpened  into  great  animosity.  The  lower  classes 
in  pardculdr,  (those  whom  the  coloured  people 
call  les  peliis  Uancs)  breathed  nothing  but  ven- 
geance against  them  ;  and  very  serious  apprehen- 
sions were  entertained,  in  all  parts  of  the  colony, 
of  a  proscription  and  massacre  of  the  whole  body. 

Alarmed  by  reports  of  this  kind,  and  the  ap- 
pearances which  threatened  them  from  all  quar- 
ters, the  mulattoes  flew  to  arms  in  many  places,. 
They  formed  camps  at  Artibonite,  Petit  Goaves, 
Jeremie,  and  Les  Cayes.  But  the  largest  and 
most  formidable  body  assembled  near  the  little 
town  of  Verette.  The  white  inhabitants  collected 
themselves  in  considerable  force  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood^ and  Colony}  Mauduit^  with  a  corps  of 

two 
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two  hundred  men  from  the  regiment  of  Port  ati 
Prince,  hastened  to  their  assistance ;  hut  neither 
party  proceeded  to  actual  hostility.  M.  Mauduit 
even  left  his  detachment  at  the  port  of  St.  Marc^ 
thirty-six  miles  from  Verette,  and  proceeding 
singly  and  unattended  to  the  camp  of  the  mulat- 
toes>  had  a  conference  with  their  leaders.  What 
passed  on  that  occasion  was  never  publickly  di- 
vulged. It  is  certain,  that  the  mulattoes  retired 
to  their  habitations  in  consequence  of  it ;  but  the 
silence  and  secrecy  of  M.  Mauduit,  and  his  in- 
fluence over  them,  gave  occasion  to  very  unfa- 
vourable suspicions,  by  no  means  tending  to  con- 
ciliate the  different  classes  of  the  inhabitants  to 
each  other.  He  was  charged  with  having  traiter- 
ously  persuaded  them  not  to  desist  from  their  pur- 
pose, but  only  to  postpone  their  vengeance  to  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  ;  assuring  them, 
with  the  utmost  solemnity  and  stpparent  sincerity, 
that  the  king  himself,  and  all  the  friends  of  the 
ancient  government,  were  secretly  attached  to 
their  cause,  and  would  avow  and  support  it  when- 
ever they  could  do  it  with  advantage ;  and  that 
the  time  was  not  far  distant,  &c.  He  is  said  to 
have  pursued  the  same  line  of  conduct  at  Jeremie^ 
Les  Cayes,  and  all  the  plaices  which  he  visited. 
Every  where  he  held  secret  consultations  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  mulattoes,  and  those  people  every 
where  immediately  dispersed.  At  Les  Cayes,  a 
skirmish  had  happened  before  his  arrival  there,  in 
which  about  fifty  persons  on  both  sides  had  lost 
their  lives,  and  preparations  were  making  to  renew 
hostilities.  The  persuasions  of  M.  Mauduit  ef- 
YoL.  III.  £  fecte4 
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f«eted  ft  truce ;  but  Rigaud^  the  leader  of  the  mti- 
'  lattoes  in  that  quarter,  openly  declared  that  it 

^  ^*  was  a  transient  and  deceitful  calm,  and  that  no 
peace  would  be  permanent,  until  one  class  of  peo-* 
pie  had  exterminated  the  other. 

In  November  1790,  M.  Peynier  resigned  the 
government  to  the  lieutenant-general,  and  em- 
^  barked  for  Europe ; — a  circumstance  which  prov- 
ed highly  pleasing  to  the  migor  part  of  the  plant* 
tn  :~-and  the  first  measure  of  M.  Blanchelande 
(k)j  the  new  commander  in  chiefs  wa»  considered 
a9  the  earnest  of  a  decisive  and  vigorous  adntiinis- 
tratioii.  He  made  a  pcoremptory  demand  of  Og6 
and  his  associates  from  the  Spaniards ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  tnforeed,  induced  an  im- 
mediate compliance  therewith,  llie  wretched 
Og^^  and  his  companions  in  nusery>  were  deliver- 
ed over^  the  latter  end  of  December,  to  a  detach-^ 
ment  of  French  troops^  and  safely  lodged  in  the 
jail  of  Gape  Fran^oii^  with  the  prisoners  fiormerly 
taken ;  and  a  commission  wa9  soon  afiterwibrds  ifr* 
sued  to  bring  them  to  triaU 

I7»K  THKim  examinatmns  were  long  and  frequent ; 
airi  in  the  beginning  of  March  1791,  sentence 
^yas  pronounced.  Twenty  of  Oge's  deluded  fol^ 
lowers,  among  them  his  own  krotiier,  were  con-* 
demned  to  be  hanged^  To  Oge  himself,  and  his 
lidutenant  Chavane^  a  more  terrible  punishment 
wa«  allotted  :--^ey  were  adjudged  to  be  brokea 


0^  GuiUotiacd  at  Parisj  1793; 
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alive,  and  left  to  perish  in  that  dreadful  situation,    ^y  ^* 
on  the  wheel.  v^-v-^^ 

The  bold  and  hardened  Chavane  met  his  fate  ^^^^" 
with  unusual  firmness,  and  suffered  not  a  groan  to 
escape  him  during  the  extremity  of  his  torture : 
but  the  fortitude  of  Og€  deserted  him  altogether* 
When  sentence  was  pronounced,  he  implored 
mercy  with  many  tears,  and  an  abject  spirit.  He 
promised  to  make  great  discoveries  if  his  life  was 
spared,  declaring  that  he  had  an  important  secret 
to  communicate.  A  respite  of  twenty-four  hours 
was  accordingly  granted ;  but  it  was  not  made 
known  to  the  publick,  at  that  time,  that  he  di« 
Tulged  any  thing  of  importance.  His  secret,  if 
any  he  had,  was  believed  to  have  died  with 
him. 

It  was  discovered,  however,  about  nine  months 
afterward,  that  this  most  unfortunate  young  man 
had  not  only  made  a  full  confession  of  the  facts 
that  I  have  related,  but  also  disclosed  the  dreadful 
plot  in  agitation,  and  the  miseries  at  that  moment 
impending  over  the  colony.  His  last  soleinn  de-* 
elarations  and  dying  confession^  sworn  to  and  sign- 
ed by  himself  the  day  before  his  execution,  were 
actually  produced  ;  wherein  he  details  at  large 
the  measures  which  the  coloured  people  had  fallen 
upon  to  excite  the  negro  slaves  to  rise  into  rebels 
lion.  He  points  out  the  chiefs  by  name,  and  re^ 
lates  that,  notwithstanding  his  own  defeat,  a  ge** 
neral  revolt  would  actually  have  taken  place  in 
ibt  month  of  February  preceding,  if  an  extraor-^ 
dinary^ood  of  rain,  and  consequent  inundation 
from  the  rivers,  had  not  prevented  it.  He  declares 
e3  that 
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that  the  ringleaders  still  maintained  the  same  atro- 
cious project,  and  held  their  meetings  in  cortaein 
subterranean  passages,  or  caves,  in  the  parish  of 
La  Grande  Riviere,  to  which  he  offers,  if  his  life 
^might  be  spared,  to  conduct  a  body  of  troops,  so 
that  the  conspirators  might  be  secured. 

The  persons  before  whom  thisf  confession  and 
narrative  were  made,  were  the  conimissionersf  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  taking  Oge's  examina- 
tion, by  the  superior  council  of  the  Northern  pro- 
vince, of  which  body  they  were  also  members  (/). 
Whether  this  court  ( all  the  members  of  which 
were  devotedly  attached  to  the  ancient  syMem) 
deterniined  of  itself  to  suppress  evidence  of  such 
great  concern  to  the  colony,  or  was  directed  on 
this  occasion  by  the  superior  officers  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the'  government,  has  never  been 
clearly  made  known.  Suppressed  it  certainly 
was,  and  the  miserable  Oge  hurried  to  imtnediate 
execution  ;  seemingly  to  prevent  the  further  com- 
munication, and  full  disclosure  of  so  weighty  a 
secret !    . 

-  Christian  charity  might  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  the  commissioners  by  whom  Oge^s  examina- 
tion was  taken,  disregarded  and  neglected  (rather 
than  suppressed)  his  information;  considering  it 
merely  as  the  shallow  artifice  of  a  miserable  man  to 
obtain  a  mitigation  of  the  dreadful  punishment 
which  awaited  him,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  credit. 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  commissioners 
made  this  excuse  for  themselves  ;  and  the  caution, 

(Z). Their  names  were  Antoine  Etienne  Ruotte,  and  Frangois 
Joseph  de'Veriierres, 

circum- 
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circumspection^  and  secrecy  which  marked  their  ^^^* 
conduct^  leave  no  room  for  such  a  supposition. 
The  planters  at  large  scrupled  not  to  declare^  that 
the  royalists  in  the  colony,  and  the  philanthropick 
and  republican  party  in  the  mother-country,  were 
equally  criminal;  and  themselves  made  victims 
to  the  blind  purposes,  and  unwarrantable  passions^ 
of  two  desperate  and  malignant  factions. 

Of  men  who  openly  and  avowedly  aimed  at 
the  subversion  of  all  good  order  and  subordina- 
tion, we  may  easily  credit  the  worst ;  but  it  will 
be  diflScult  to  point  out  any  principle  of  rational 
policy  by  which  the  royalists  could  have  been  in-  . 
fluenced  to  concur  in  the  ruin  of  so  noble. and 
beautiful  a  part  of  the  French  empire.  Their 
conduct  therefore  remains  wholly  inexplicable,  or 
we  must  admit  they  were  guided  by  a  spirit  of 
Machiaveliau  policy — a  principle  of  refined  cun- 
ning, which  always  defeats  its  own  purpose. 
They  must  have  encouraged  the.  vain  and  falla- 
cious idea  that  scenes  of  bloodshed,  devastation, 
and  ruin,  in  different  parts  of  the  French  domi- 
nions, would  induce  the  great  body  of  the  people 
to  look  back  with  regret  to  their  former  governr 
ment,  and  lead  them  by  degrees  to  co-operate  in 
the  scheme  of  effecting  a  counter-revolution  ;  re- 
garding the  evils  of  anarchy  as  less  tolerable  than 
the  dead  repose  of  despotism.  If  such  were  thetr 
motives,  we  can  only  ascribe  them  to  that  infatua- 
tion with  which  Providence  (as  wise  men  have 
observed,  and  history  evmces)  blinds  a  people  rfe- 
voted  to  destruction. 

CHAP. 
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proceedings  in  France  —  Massacre  of  Colonel 
Mauduit  in  St.  t>omingo — and  fatal  Decree  of 
the  National  Assembly  qfthe  Ibth  May  1791. 

IN  detailing  the  tragical  story  of  the  miserable 
Oge,  I  have  chosen  to  continue  my  narrative  un- 
1791.  liroken :  but  it  is  now  time  to  call  the  reader 
homewards^  and  direct  his  attention  to  the  mea- 
sures adopted  by  the  national  assembly,  in  conse- 
quence of  advices  received  from  all  parts  of  St. 
Domingo,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  co- 
lonial assembly  which  met  at  St.  Marc's. 

Tme  eighty-five  members,  whose  embarkation 
for  France  has  already  been  noticed,  arrived  at 
Brest  on  the  13th  of  September  1790.  They  were 
received  on  landing  by  all  ranks  of  people,  and 
even  by  men  in  authority,  with  congratulation  and 
shouts  of  applause.  The  same  honours  were  shewn 
to  them  as  would  have  been  paid  to  the  national 
assembly.  Their  expences  were  defraye??^  and 
sums  of  money  raised  for  their  future  occasions 
by  a  voluntary  and  very  general  subscription;  but 
these  testimonies  of  respect  and  kindness  served 
only  to  encrease  the  disappointment  which  they 
soon  afterwards  experienced  in  the  capital;  where 
a  very  different  reception  awaited  them.  They 
had  the  mortification  to  discover  that  their  ene- 
mies had  been  beforehand  with  them.  Depu- 
ties 
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ties  were  already  arrived  from  the  provincial  as*  chap. 
seQibly  of  the  North,  vrho  joining  with  the  agents  v^r^^^ 
of  Peynier  and  Mauduit^  had  so  cflfeptually  pre-  ^'^^^^ 
vailed  with  M.  Barnave  (a),  the  president  of  the 
committee  for  the  colonies,  that  they  found  their 
cause  prejudged,  and  their  conduct  condemned^ 
without  a  hearing.  The  national  assembly  had 
issued  a  peremptory  order,  on  the  21st  of  Septem- 
ber, directing  them  to  attend  at  Paris,  and  wait 
there  for  further  directions.  Their  prompt  obe-  , 
dience  to  this  order  procured  them  no  favour. 
They  were  allowed  a  single  audience  only,  and 
then  indignantly  dismissed  from  the  bar.  They 
solicited  a  second,  and  an  opportunity  of  being 
confronted  with  their  adversariies:  the  national 
assembly  refused  their  request,  and  directed  the 
colonial  committee  to  hasten  its  report  concern- 
ing their  conduct.  On  the  11th  of  October,  this 
report  was  presented  by  M,  Barnave.  It  com- 
prehended a  detail  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
colonial  assembly,  from  its  first  meeting  at  St. 
Marc's,  and  censured  their  general  conduct  in 
terms  of  great  asperity ;  representing  it  as  flowing 
from  motives  of  disaffection  towards  the  mother- 
country,  and  an  impatience  of  subordination  to 
constitutional  authority  and  good  government. 
The  report  concluded  by  recommending,  '^  that 
'^  all  the  pretended  decrees  and  acts  of  the  said 
^^  colonial  assembly,  should  be  reversed,  and  pro- 
^'  nounced  utterly  null  and  of  no  effect ;  that  the 
^'  said  assembly  should  be  declared  dissolved,  and 


(aj  Guiltotined  December  1, 179^, 
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CHAP.  ''  its  members  rendered  ineligible  and  incapable  of 
.,,^^.J.^^^  ^^  being  delegated  in  future  to  the  colonial  assem- 
•  1791.  ''  bly  of  St.  Domingo;  that  testimonies  of  appro- 
''  bation  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Northern 
^'  provincial  assembly,  to  Colonel  M auduit  and 
^^  the  regiment  of  Port  au  Prince,  for  resisting  the 
^'  proceedings  at  St.  Marc's ;  that  the  king  should 
'^  be  requested  to  give  orders  for  the  forming  a 
'^  new  colonial  assembly  on  the  principles  of  the 
''  national  decree  of  the  8th  of  March  1790,  and 
^'  instructions  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month ; 
^'  finally,  that  the  ci-devant  members,  then  in 
^^  France,  should  continue  in  a  state  of  arrest, 
'^  until  the  national  assembly  might  find  time  to 
'^  signify  its  further  pleasure  concerning  them." 
A  decree  to  this  effect  was  accordingly  voted  on 
the  12th  of  October,  by  a  very  large  majority ; 
and  the  king  was  requested,  at  the  same  time,  to 
send  out  an  augmentation  of  force,  both  naval  and 
military,  for  the  better  supporting  the  regal  au- 
thority in  St.  Domingo. 

It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the  surprise  and  in^ 
dignation  which  the  news  of  this  decree  excited 
in  St.  Domingo,  except  among  the  partizans  6f 
the  former  government.  By  them  it  was  regarded 
as  the  first  step  towards  the  revival  of  the  ancient 
system ;  by  most  other  persons  it  was  considered 
as  a  dereliction  by  the  national  assembly  of  all 
principle;  and*^ the  orders  for  electing  a  new  co- 
lonial assembly  were  so  little  regarded,  that  many 
of  the  parishes  positively  refused  to  choose  other 
deputies  unlil  the  fate  of  their  former  members,  at 
that  time  in  France,  should  be  decided ;  dcclar- 
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ing,  that  they  still  considered  those  persons  as  the  ^^^* 
legal  representatives  of  the  colony.  One  imme-  ^-^^y^^^ 
diate  and  apparent  effect  of  this  decree  was,  to 
heighten  and  inflame  the  popular  resentment 
against  Mauduit  and  his  regiment.  Tlie  reader 
has  already  been  made  acquainted  with  some  })ar- 
ticulars  concerning  this  officer ;  and  to  what  has 
been  said  of  his  general  character,  and  his  intem- 
perate zeal  for  the  re*establishment  of  the  regal 
authority  in  its  fullest  extent,  it  may  be  added,  that 
he  was  the  more  dangerous,  because  he  was  gene- 
rous in  his  disposition,  and  e\en  profuse  in  his 
bounty,  towards  his  soldiers.  In  return,  the  at- 
tachment of  his  regiment  towards  his  person  ap- 
peared to  exceed  the  usual  limits  of  obedience 
and  duty  (bj. 

The  massacre  of  this  man  by  those  very  troops, 
a  short  time  after  the  notification  of  the  aforesaid 
decree,  affords  so  striking  an  instance  of  that  cruel 
and  ungovernable  disposition,  equally  impetuous 
and  inconstant,  which  prevailed,  and  I  am  afraid 
still  continues  to  prevail,  amongst  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people  throughout  all  the  French 
dominions,  that  I  conceive  a  brief  recital  of  the 
circumstances  attending  his  murder  will  not  be 
thought  an  unnecessary  digression. 

I  HAVE,  in  a  former  place  (cj,  given  some  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  M.  Peynicr,  the  late 
governor^  against  certain  persons  who  composed 

(b)  After  his  example  they  had  rejected  the  national  cockade, 
and  wore  a  white  feather  in  their  hats,  the  symbol,  or  avowed 
signal,  of  the  royal  party. 

(cj  Chap,  ill, 

what 
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CHAF,  wbaf  was  called  the  committee  of  the  Western  pro- 
\^^A^  vincial  assembly^  and  of  the  attempt  by  M.  Mau- 
''^*'  duit  io  seize  bv  force  the  individuals  who  com- 
posed  that  committee.  This  happened  on  the  29th 
of  July  17iK>;  and  I  observed  that  the  circum- 
sfance  of  M.  Mauduit's  carrying  off  the  colours 
from  a  detachment  of  the  national  guards  on  that 
occasion,  ultimately  terminated  in  his  destruction. 

The  case  was,  that  not  only  the  detachment 
from  whom  their  ensign  was  taken,  but  the  whole 
of  the  national  guards  throughout  the  colony,  con- 
sidered this  act  as  the  most  outrageous  and  unpar- 
donable insult  that  could  possibly  be  offered  to  a 
body  of  men,  who  had  sworn  fidelity  to  the  new 
constitution ;  and  nothing  but  the  dread  of  the  su- 
perior discipline  of  the  veterans  composing  the 
Port  au  Prince  regiment  (which  Mauduit  com- 
manded), prevented  them  from  exercising  exem- 
plary vengeance  on  the  author  of  their  disgrace. 
This  regiment  therefore,  being  implicated  in  the 
crime  of  their  commanding  officer,  was  regarded 
by  the  other  troops  with  hatred  and  detestation. 

On  the  3d  of  March  1 791,  two  ships  of  the  line 
Le  Fougueux  and  Le  Boree,  arrived  from  France, 
with  two  battalions  of  the  regiments  of  Artois  and 
Normandy ;  and  when  it  is  known  that  these  troops 
had  been  visited  by  the  crew  of  the  licopard,  it  will 
not  appear  surprising  that,  on  their  landing  at  Port 
au  Prince,  they  should  have  manifested  the  same 
hostile  disposition  towards  Mauduit's  regiment,  as 
was  shewn  by  the  national  guards.  They  refused  all 
manner  ofcommunication  or  intercourse  with  them, 
and  even  declined  to  enter  into  any  of  their  places 

of 
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of  resort.     They  considered,  or  affected  to  con- 
sider, them,  as  enemies  to  the  colbny,  and  traitors 
to  their    country.      This  conduct  in  the   new-     ^^^*' 
comers  towards  the  ill-fated  regiment,  soon  made 
a  wonderful  impression  on  the  minds  of  both  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  regiment  itself;  and  mu- 
tual reproach  and  accusation  spre  1 1  iluo^^'  ^he 
whole  corps.     The  white  feather  wa:  iiidi^^nantly 
torn  from  their  hats,  and  dark  and  sullen  looks 
towards  their  once-loved  commander,    indicated 
not  only  that  he  had  lost  their  confidence,  but 
also  that  he  was  the  object  of  meditated  mischief. 
Mauduit  soon   perceived  the  full  extent  of  his 
danger,  and  fearing  to  involve  the  governor  (M. 
Blanchelande)  and  his  family,  in  the  i^uin  which 
awaited  himself^   he  advised  ihem  to  make  the 
best  of  their  way  to  Cape  Fran9ois,  while  they 
coiild  do  it  with  safety ;  and  Blanchelande,  for 
which  he  was  afterwards  much  censured,  follow- 
ed this  advice.      Mauduit   then  harangued  big 
grenadiers,  to  whom  he  had  always  shewn  great 
kindness,  and  told  them  that  he  was  willing,  for 
the  sake  of    peace,  to  restore  to  the   national 
troops  the  colours  which  he  had  formerly  takea 
from  them ;  and  even  to  carry  them  with  his  own 
hands,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  and  deposit 
them  in  the  church  in  which  they  had  been  usually 
lodged :  but  he  added,  that  he  depended  on  their 
affection  and  duty  to  protect  him  from  personal 
insult,  while  making  this  ample  apology.     The 
faithless  grenadiers  declared  that  they  would  pro- 
tect him  with  their  lives. 

The  next  day  the  ceremony  took  place,  and 
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Mauduit  restored  the  colours^  as  he  bad  promised^ 
'  before  a  vast  crowd  of  spectators.  At  that  moment 
^  ^^'  one  of  his  own  soldiers  cried  aloud^  that  he  must 
ask  pardon  of  ihe  national  troops  on  his  knees ; 
and  tl>e  whole  regiment  applauded  the  proposal. 
Mauduit  started  back  with  indignation^  and  offered 
Ms  bosom  to  their  swords  : — it  was  pierced  with  a 
hundred  wounds,  all  of  them  inflicted  by  his  own 
men,  while  not  a  single  hand  was  lifted  up  in  his 
defence.  The  spectators  stood  motionless,  either 
through  hatred  to  the  man,  or  surprise  at  the 
treachery  and  cowardice  of  the  soldiers.  Such 
indeed  was  the  baseness  of  these  wretches,  that  no 
modern  language  can  describe,  but  in  terms  which 
would  not  be  endured,  the  hdrrible  enormities  that 
were  practised  on  the  dead  body  of  their  wretch- 
ed commander.  It  was  reserved  for  the  present 
day  to  behold,  for  the  first  time,  a  civilized  na^ 
tion  exceeding  in  feats  of  cruelty  arid  revenge 
the  savages  of  North  America.  I  grieve  to  add^, 
that  many  other  dreadful  instances  might  be  re-^ 
cited  ia  confirmation  of  this  remark  (c). 

While 

(c)  The  following  anecdote,  though  shocking  to  humanity, 
I  have  thought  too  extraordinary  to  omit.  It  was  communi- 
Otted  to  me  by  a  French  gentleman  who  was  at  St.  Domingo 
at  the  time,  and  knew  the  fact ;  but  decency  has  induced  me  to 
veil  it  in  a  learned  language.  Mauduito  vix  mortuo,  unus  cle 
mititibus,  dum  cadaver  calidum,  et  cruore  adhucjluentemadidum, 
in  pavimentum  ecclesia  episcopalis  jacuit,  sicam  distrmgem,  genU 
talia  corampopulo  abscidit,  et  membra  truncata  in  ci$tam  componensi 
adfeminam  nobilem,  quam amicara  Mauduito  statuit,  tit  legatum  de 
mortuo  attulit..  It  may  afford  the  reader  some  consolation  to  find 
that  the  murder  of  their  commanding  officer,  by  his  own  regi- 
ment, excited  in  all  the  other  troops  no  other  sentiments  than 
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While  these  shameful  enormities  Were  parsing 
in  St.  Domingo,  the  society  of  Amis  des  K'oirs  iu 
the  mother-country  were  but  too  successfully  em-  ^^^^ 
ployed  in  devising  projects  which  gave  birth  to 
deeds  of  still  greater  horror,  and  produced  scenes 
that  transformed  the  most  beautiful  colony  in  the 
world  into  a  field  of  desolation  and  carnage. 

'Although  it  must  have  occurred  to  every  un- 
prejudiced mind,  from  the  circumstances  that  have 
been  related  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the  mu- 
lattoes  resident  in  the  colony,  that  the  general  bodjr 
of  those  people  were  by  no  means  averse  to  conci- 
liation with  the  whites,  yet  it  was  found  impossible 
to  persuade  their  pretended  friends  in  Europe  to 
leave  the  affairs  of  St.  Domingo  to  their  natural 
course.  Barnave  alone  (hitherto  the  most  for- 
midable opponent  of  the  prejudices  and  preten- 
sions of  the  colonists)  avowed  his  conviction  that 
any  further  interference  of  the  mother-country  in 
the  question  between  the  whites  and  the  coloured 
people,  would  be  productive  of  fatal  consequences. 
Such  an  opinion  was  entitled  to  greater  respect, 
as  coming  from  a  man  who,  as  president  ^jf  the 
colonial  committee,  must  be  supposed  to  have  ac- 
quired an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  subject ;  but 
he  was  heard  without  conviction.  There  are  en- 
thusiasts in  polrticks  as  well  as  in  religion,  and  it 
commonly  happens  with  fanaticks  in  each,  that 
the  recantation  of  a  few  of  their  number  serves 
only  to  strengthen  the  errors,  and  animate  the  pur<- 

those  of  indignation  against  his  murderers.  Tliey  were  com- 
pelled to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  were  sent  prisoners  to  France; 
but  I  fear  they  escaped  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes. 
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CHAP,  poses  of  the  rest.  It  was  now  resolved  by  Grc- 
^,^^^^^  goire.  La  Fayette,  Brissot,  and  some  other  pes- 
i7dL  tilent  reformers,  to  call  in  the  supreme  legislative 
authority  of  the  French  government  to  give  effect" 
to  their  projects ;  and  that  the  reader  may  clearly 
understand  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  mis- 
chief that  was  nieditated,  and  of  those  measures 
to  which  the  ruin  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo is  immediately  to  be  attributed,  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  the  first  place,  to  recal  his  attention  to 
the  national  decree  of  the  8th  of  March  1790, 
of  which  an  account  was  given  in  the  second 
chapter. 

By  that  decree,  as  the  reader  must  have  remem- 
bered, the  national  assembly,  among  other  things, 
disclaimed  all  right  of  interference  in  the  local 
and  interior  concerns  of  the  colonies ;  and  dt  can- 
not be  doubted,  that  if  this  declaration  had  been 
faithfully  interpreted  and  acted  upon,  it  would 
have  contributed,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  to  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  tranquillity  in  St.  Do^ 
mingo.  To  render  it  therefore  of  as  litt]e  effect 
as  possible,  and  to  add  fuel  to  the  fire  which  per- 
haps would  otherwise  have  become  extinguished, 
it  had  been  insidiously  proposed  in  the  national 
assembly,  within  a  few  days  after  the  decree  of  the 
8th  of  March  had  passed,  to  traMmit  with  it  to 
the  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  a  code,  or  chapter, 
of  instructions,  for  its  due  and  punctual  olwerv- 
ance  and  execution.  Accordingly,  on  the  28th 
of  the  same  month,  instructions  which  were  said 
to  be  calculated  for  that  purpose,  were  presented 
and  decreed.    They  consisted  of  eighteen  articles, 

and 
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and  contained,  among  other  things,  a  direction 

^^  that  every  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-five  and 

*^  upwards,  possessing  property,  or  having  resided     *^^*- 

'^  two  years  in  the  colony,  and  paid  taxes^  should 

''  be  permitted  to  yote  in  the  formation  of  the 

'^  colonial  assembly/' 

The  friends  of  the  colonists  having  at  that  time 
seats  in  the  national  assembly,  opposed  the  mea- 
sure chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  repugnancy  ta 
the  decree  of  the  8th;  it  being  evidently,  they  / 
urged,  an  interference  in  the  local  arrangements 
and  interior  regulations  of  the  colonial  govern- 
ment. It  does  not  appear  ( notwithstanding  what 
has  since  been  asserted  to  tlie  contrary)  that  thej 
entertained  an  idea  that  ihe  mulatto  people  were 
directly  or  indirectly  concerned.  The  framers 
and  supporters  of  the  measure  pretended  that  it 
went  only  to  the  modification  of  the  privilege  of 
voting  itt  the  parochial  meetings,  which  it  was 
well  known,  under  the  old  government,  had  beea 
constituted  of  white  persons  only.  The  coloured 
people  had  in  no  instance  attended  those  meetii^, 
nor  set  up  a  claim,  or  even  expressed  a  desire,  to 
take  any  part  in  the  business  transacted  thereat. 
But  these  instructions  were  no  sooner  adopted  by 
the  national  assembly,  and  converted  into  a  de- 
cree, than  its  framers  and  supporters  threw  off 
the  mask,  and  the  mulattoes  resident  in  the  mo- 
ther-country, as  well  as  the  society  of  Amis  dcs 
Xoirs,  failed  not  to  apprize  their  friends  and 
agents  in  St.  Domingo,  that  the  people  of  colour, 
not  being  excepted,  were  virtually  comprized  ia 
it  Thes€u  howerer^  not  thinking  themselves  suf- 
ficiently 
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^^^-    ficiently  powerful  to  enforce  the  claim,  oTy  per* 
^-';;v-*^  baps,  doubting  tbe  real  meaning  of  tbe  decree, 
sent  deputies  to  France  to  demand  an  explanation 
of  it  from  the  national  assembly. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  1791,  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  was  brought  forward  by  Abbe 
Gregoire,  and  the  claim  of  the  free  mulattoes 
to  the  full  benefit  of  the  instructions  of  the  28th 
of  March  1790,  and  to  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges enjoyed  by  the  white  inhabitants^  citizens 
of  the  French  colonies,  wasi  supported  with  all 
that  warmth  and  eloquence  for  which  he  was  dis- 
tinguished. Unfortunately,  at  this  juncture,  the 
news  of  the  miserable  death  of  Oge  arrived  at 
Paris,  and  raised  a  storm  of  *  indignation  in  the 
minds  of  all  ranks  of  people,  which  the  planters 
resident  in  France  were  unable  to  resist.  No- 
thing was  heard  in  all  companies  but  declamations 
against  their  oppression  and  cruelty.  To  support 
and  animate  the  popular  outcry  against  them,  a 
tragedy  or  pantomime,  formed  on  the  story  of 
Oge,  was  represented  on  the  publick  theatres.  By 
these,  and  other  means,  the  planters  were  become 
so  generally  odious,  that  for  a  time  they  dared 
not  to  appear  in  the  streets  of  Paris.  These 
were  the  arts  by  which  Gregoire,  Condorcet,  La 
Fayette,  Brissot,  and  Robespierre  disposed  the 
publick  mind  to  clamour  fojr  a  new  and  explana- 
tory decree,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  coloured 
people  should  be  placed  beyond  all  future  doubts 
and  dispute.  The  friends  and  advocates  of  the 
planters  were  overpowered  and  confounded.  In 
tain  did  they  predict  the  utter  destruction  of  the 

colonies 
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colonies  if  such  a  proposal  should  pass  into  a  la\r. 
''  Perish  the  colonfes/'  eaid  Robespierre,  "'  rather 
'^  thaa  sacrifice  one  iota  of  our  principles."  Th^  ^^^* 
majority  reiterated  the  sentin^nt^  and  the  famous 
decree  of  the  15th  of  May  1791  was  pronounced 
amidst  the  accliaiaatioii  and  applause  of  the  mul* 
tiiude. 

,  By  this  decree  it  w«s  declared  and  enacted, 
'^  that  die  people  of  colour  resident  in  the  French 
colonies,  bom  of  free  parents,  were  entitled  to,  as 
of  right,  and  should  be  allowed  the  enjoyment  of, 
all  the  privileges  of  Frei^ph  citizens,  and,  among 
others,  to  those  of  haying  votes  in  the  choice  of 
representatives,  and  of  ieing  eligible  to  seats  both 
in  the  parochial  and  colonial  assetnblies."  Thu^ 
did  the  national  assembly  sweep  away  in  a  mo- 
ment all  the  laws,  usages,  prejudices,  and  opinions 
^concerning  these  people,  which  had  existed  in 
the  French  colonies  from  their  earliest  settlement^ 
and  tear  up  by  the  roots  the  first  principle  of  a 
free  constitution :— a  principle  founded  on  the 
clearest  dictates  of  reason  and  justice,  and  ex- 
pressly confirmed  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
West  Indies  by  the  national  decree  of.  the  ,8th  o/ 
March  1790 ;  I  mean,  the  sole  and  exclusive  right 
of  parsing  l(ms  for  their  local  and  interior  regu^ 
lotion  and  governments  The  colonial  committeCi 
of  ^which  M.  Barnave  was  president,  failed  nbt  to 
apprize  the  national  assembly  of  the  fatal  conse-^ 
^  quences  of  this  measure,  and  immediately  sus-^ 
pended  the  exercise  of  its  functions.  At  thd 
same  time,  the  deputies  from  the  colonies  signified 
their  purpose  to  decline  any  further  attendance* 
Vol.  III.  r  The 
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The  only  effect  produced  by  these  measures  how* 
ever,  on  the  national  assembly,  was  an  order  that 
the  three  civil  commissioners^  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  February  preceding  for  regulating  the 
affairs  of  the  colonies  on  the  spot,  should  imme- 
diately repair  thither^  and  see  the  national  decrees 
duly  enforced.  The  consequences  in  St.  Dot- 
mingo  will  be  related  in  the  following  chapter  (dj, 

(d)  It  has  been  ccmfidently  asserted,  that  La  Fayette,  in  order 
to  secure  a  majority  on  this  question,  introduced  into  the  na« 
tional  assembly  no  less  than  eighty  persons  who  were  not  mem- 
bers, but  who  sat  and  voted  as  such.  This  man  had  formerly 
been  possessed  of  a  plantation  at  Cayenne,  with  seventy  negro 
slav^  thereon,  which  he  had  sold^  without  any  scruple  or  stipu- 
lation concerning  the  situation  of  the  negroes,  the  latter  end  of 
1789^  and  from  that  time  enrolled  himself  among  the  friends  of 
the  blacks.  The  mere  English  reader,  who  may  be  personally 
unacquainted  with  the  West  Indies,  will  probably  consider  the 
damour-which  was  raised  on  thi&occasion  by  the  French  planters 
as  equally  illiberal  arid  unjust.  The  planters  in  the  British  West 
Indies  will  perhaps  bring  the  case  home  to  themselves  j  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  supposing  the  English  parKa* 
ment  slK>uld  pass  a  law  declaring,  for  instance,  the  free  mulattoes 
of  Jamaica  to  be  ehgp)le  into  the  assembly  of  that  island,  such  a 
measure  would  prbve  there>  as  it  proved  in  St.  Domingo,  the 
declaration  of  civil  war.  On  mere  abstract  reasoning  this  may 
appear  strange  and  unjustifiable  5  but  we  must  take  mankind  a& 
we  £nd  th^n,  and  few  instances  occur  in  which  the  prejudices 
of  habit,  ediaortion,  and^^inion  have  been  corrected  by  force. 


CHAR 
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Consequences  in  St.  Domingo  of  the  Decree  of  the 
15th  of  Moff — Rebellion  of  the  Mgroes  in  the 
ifottheim  Proxdnce,  and  Enormities  committed 
hy  tJiem — Revolt  of4he  Midattoes  at  Mirebalais 
— Concordat  or  Tnice  between  the  Inhabitants 
of  Port  au  Prince  and  fhe  Men  of  Colour,  of  the 
Wth  of  September — Proclamation  by  the  Na- 
tional Assembly  of  the  20th^f  September. 

I  AM  now  to  enter  on  the  retrospect  of  scenes, 
the  horrors' of  which  imagination  cannot  ade* 
quately  conceive  nor  pen  describe.  The  disputes  *^^^' 
and  contests  between  different  classes  of  French 
citizensj  and  the  violences  of  malignant  factions 
towards  each  other^  no  longer  claim  attention. 
Such  a  picture  of  human  misery ;— «uch  a  scene 
of  woe  presents  itself^  as  no  other  country^  no  for- 
mer age  has  exhibited.  Upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  savage  people^  habituated  to  the 
barbarities  of  Africa^  avail  themselves  of  the  si- 
lence and  obscurity  of  the  nighty  and  fall  on  the 
peiaceful  and  unsuspicious  planters^  like  so  many 
famished  tygers  thirsting  for  human  blood.  Re- 
volt^ conflagration^  and  massacre^  every  where 
mark  thefr]progre8s ;  and  deaths  in  all  its  horrors^ 
or  cruelties  and:  outrages^  compared  to  which  im- 
mediate death  is  mercy^  await  alike  Ihe  old  and 
the  youngs  the  matron^  the  virgin^  and  the  help-* 
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less  infant.  No  condition,  age>  or  sex  is  spared. 
All  the  shocking  and  shameful  enormities,  with 
which  the  fierce  and  unbridled  passions  of  savage 
man  have  ever  conducted  a  war,  prevail  uncon- 
trouled.  The  rage  of  fire  consumes  what  the  ' 
sword  is  unable  to  destroy,  and,  in  a  few  disthal 
hours,  the  most  fertite  and  beautiful  plains  in  the 
1;vorld  ar^  converted  into  dne  vast  field  of  carnage; 
-—A  wilderniess  of  desolation  ! 

Thkrb  is  indeed  too  much  ireasoti  to  believe, 
thai  these  miseries  would  hare  occtirred  in  St. 
-Dbming(>,'iri  a  grfeat  degree,  even  if  thfe  proceed- 
ings of  the  Njl'tional  Assembly,  as  related  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  preceding  chapter,  had  been 
more  tem^erat^,  *atid  if  the  decree  of  the  IBth  of 
May  had  never  paired  into*  a  law.  The  dcclata- 
tions  of  the  dyittg  Oge  sufficiently  |)6iht  out  thfe 
inifechief  that  was  meditated,  loiig  before  that  ob- 
nojlciotis  decree  was  promulgdt^.  But  it  may 
be  affirmed,  with  truth  and  certainty,  that  this 
fatal  measure  gave  life  arid  activity  to  thfe  poison. 
It  was  the  brand  bjr  which  the  flames  were  lighted, 
and  the  comb'astibles  that  were  prepared  set  intb 
action.  Intelligtence  having  been  received  of  it 
At  C»pe  Francois  ori  the  30th  of  Jun^,  tto  \Vd)rds 
can  describe  the  rage  and  indignation  which  im^ 
Oiiediat^Iy  spread  throlighout  the  colony ;  arid  ilv 
no  place  did  the  inhabitants  breathe  greater  re- 
sentment thfen  in  the  town  of  the  Cip6,  which 
bad  hitherto  been  foreinost  in  professionis  of  at- 
tachment to  the  mother-country,  and  in  prd-- 
mMng  the  spirit  of  disunion  atid  opposition  ih> 
*th<3  colonial  assembly.     They  now  unanimously 
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deteriuiaed  to  reject  t^  ci^'mk  Wtb,  alibotigh 
g;re^t  preparations  had  beeq  loade  for  si  general 
federation  on  the  14tb  of  July.  Itie  o^we  of  -^''^^' 
this  djpcree  seemed  to  ^m^  th^  mo^  discordant 
ioterests.  la  the  4i^t  transports  of  indignation 
it  was  proposed  to  s^iw  all  the  ships^  ai^d  con- 
fiscate the  effects  of  ihi^  French  mercliants  then 
in  the  h^^rbour.  An  embargo  was  actually  laid, 
and  a  motion  was  even  made  in  the  provincial 
assembly  to  pull  down  the  national  colours^  and 
hoist  the  British  standard  in  their  room.  The 
national  cockade  was  every  where  trodden  under 
foot,  and  the  governor-general,  who  continued 
a  sorrowful  and  silent  spectator  of  these  excesses, 
found  his  authority,  as  representative  of  the  pa- 
rent country,  together  with  every  idea  of  colo9iai 
subordination  in  the  people,  annihilated  in  a  nao- 
ment. 

The  fears  and  apprehensions  which  the  gover- 
nor felt  on  this  occasion  have  been  well  desoribeit 
by  that  officer  himself,  in  a  memorial  which  he 
afterwards  published  conc^ning  his  admini^ra^ 
tion.  '^  Acquainted  (he  obser^'es)  widi  the  ge- 
^'  nius  and  temper  of  the  white  colonists,  by  a  re- 
^'  sidence  of  seven  years  in  the  Windward  Islands, 
"  and  well  informed  of  the  grownds  and  motives 
^'  of  their  pj^ejudices  and  opinions  concerning 
''  the.*  people  of  colour,  I  immediately  foresaw 
''^the  disturbances -ami  dacgery  which  the  iic%v» 
''  of  this  ill-advised  measure  would  inevitably 
''  produce ;  apd  not  having  it  in  my  power  t© 
'^  suppress  tbiB  comtnunication  of  it,  I  lost  no 
''  Uxfte  io  apprizing  the  king's  ministers  of  tlic 
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general  discontent  and  violent  fermentation 
'^  wbiph  it  excited  in  the  colony.  To  my  own 
1791.  ff  observations,  I  added  those  of  many  respectable, 
^'  sober,  and  dispassionate  men,  whom  I  thought 
'^  it  my  duty  to  consult  in  so  critical  a  conjunct 
*^  ture;  and  I  concluded  my  letter  by  expressing 
/^  my  fears  that  this  decree  would  prove  the 
^'  death-warrant  of  many  thousands  of  the  inha- 
*^  bitants.  The  event  has  mournfully  verified  my 
/^  predictions !" 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  provincial  as- 
sembly of  the  Northern  department,  the  several 
parishes  throughout  the  colony  now  proceeded, 
without  further  hesitation,  to  the  election  of  de- 
puties for  a  new  general  colonial  assembly.  These 
deputies,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and^ 
seventy-six,  met  at  Leogane,  and  on  the  9th  of 
August  declared  themselves  tht  general  assembly 
of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo.  They  trans- 
acted however  but  little  business,  but  manifested 
great  unanimity  and  temper  in  their  proceedings, 
and  re^ilved  to  hold  their  meetings  at  Cape  Fran- 
9ois,  whither  they  adjourned  for  that  purpose,  ap- 
pointing the  35tii  of  the  same  month  for  opening 
the^ession. 

In  the  ineaurwhile,  so  great  was  the  agitation  of 
the  publick  mind^  M.  Blanchelande  found  it  ne- 
ces^'y  not  only  to  transmit  to  the  provincial  as- 
sembly^ the  North,  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  he 
mentiopd  to  have  written  to  the  king^s  ministers, 
but  also  to  accompany  it  with  a  solemn  assurance, 
pledging  himself  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  o&-r 
^oiious  decree,  wlienever  it  should  come  out  to  htm 
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properly  authenticated;    a  measure    vihich  too 
plainly  demonstrated  that  his  authority  in  the  co- ' 
lony  was  at  an  end. 

Justly  alarmed  at  all  these  proceedings,  so 
hostile  towards  them,  and  probably  apprehensive 
of  a  general  proscription,  the  mulattoes  through- 
out the  colony  began  to  collect  in  different  places 
m  armed  bodies ;  and  the  whites,  by  a  mournful 
fatality^  suffered  them  to  assemble  without  moles- 
tation. In  truth,  every  man's  thoughts  were  di- 
rected towards  the  meeting  of  the  new  colonial 
assembly^  from  whose  deliberations  and  proceed- 
ings the  extinction  of  party,  and  the  full  and  im- 
mediate redress  of  all  existing  grievances,  were 
confidently  expected.  M.  Blanchelande  himself 
declares,  tiiat  he  cherished  the  same  flattering  and 
fallacious  hopes^  ^'  After  a  long  succession  of 
'^  violent  storms,  I  fondly  expected  (he  writes) 
''  the  return  of  a  calm  and  serene  morning.  The 
^'  temperate  and  conciliating  coDduct  of  the  new 
"  assembly,  during  their  short  sitting  at  Leogane, 
'^^  the  characters  of  most  of  the  individual  mem- 
^'bers,  and  the  necessity;  so  apparent  to  all,  of 
^'  mutual  concession  and  unanimity  on  this  great 
^  occasion,  led  me  t6  think  that  the  colony 
''  would  at  length  see  the  termination  of  its  mise- 
"  ries ;  when,  alas,  the  storm  was  ready  to  burst, 
''  which  has  since  involved  us  in  one  common  de* 
^^  struction  T' 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  93d  of  August, 
Just  before  day,  that  a  general  alarm  and  conster*- 
nation  spread  throughout  the  town  of  the  Cape. 
The  inhabitants  were  called  frpm  their  beds  by 
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persons  who  reported  tliat  all  the  negro  daves  in 
'the  geYCTal  neighbouring  parishes  had  revolted, 
and  were  at  that  moment  carrying  death  and  de-* 
solution  over  the  adjoining  large  and  beautiful 
plain  to  the  north-east.  The  governor^  and  most 
of  the  military  officers  on  duty,  assembled  toge- 
ther; but  the  reports  were  so  confused  and  con- 
tradictory, as  to  gain  but  little  ei^dit ;  wken^  as 
day-light  began  to  break,  the  sudden  and  suc- 
cessive arrival,  with  ghastly  countenances,  of 
persons  who  bad  with  difficulty  escaped  the 
massacre,  and  flown  to  the  town  for  protec- 
tion, brought  a  dreadful  confirmation  of  the  fatal 
tidings. 

TfiE  rebellion  first  broke  out  on  a  plantation 
called  Noe,  in  the  parish  of  Acul,  nine  miles  only 
from  the  city.  Twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  ring- 
leaders, about  the  middle  of  the  night,  proceeded 
to  the  refinery,  or  sugar-house,  and  seized  on  a 
young  man,  the  refiner's  apprentice,  dragged 
him  to  the  front  of  the  dwelling-house,  and 
there  hewed  him  into  pieces  with  their  cut- 
lasses :  his  screams  brought  out  the  overseer, 
whom  they  instantly  shot.  The  rebels  now  found 
their  way  to  the  apartment  of  the  refiner,  and 
massacred  him  in  his  bed.  A  young  man  lying 
sick  in  a  neighbouring  chamber,  was  left  ap^a- 
perently  dead  of  the  wounds  inflicted  by  their 
cutlasses :  he  had  strength  enough  however  to 
crawl  to  the  next  plantation,  and  relate  the  hor- 
rors he  had  witnessed.  He  reported,  that  all  the 
whites  of  the  esiate  which  he  had  left  were 
laurdered^  except  only  the  surgeon,  whom  the 
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rebels  had  compeUed  to  accompany  them^  on  the 
id^  that  thej  might  stand  in  need  of  his  profes- 
sional assistance.  Alanned  by  this  intelligence^  ^^^^* 
the  persons  to  whom  it  was  communicated  imme^ 
diately  sought  their  safety  in  flight.  What  be- 
came of  the  poor  youth  I  have  never  been  in<» 
formed. 

.  The  reyolters  ( consisting  now  of  all  the  slaves 
belonging  to  that  plantation)  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  a  Mr.  Clement^  by  whose  negroes  also 
they  were  immediately  joined^  and  both  he  and  his 
refiner  were  massacred*  The  murderer  of  Mr. 
Clement  was  his  own  postilion^  a  man  to  whom 
he  had  always  shewn  great  kindness.  The  other 
white  people  on  this  estate  contrived  to  make 
their  escape. 

At  fliis  juncture^  the  negroes  on  the  plantation 
of  M.  FlaviUe,  a  few  miles  distant^  likewise  rose 
and  murdered  five  white  persons^  one  of  whom  (the 
procureur  or  attorney  for  the  estate)  had  a  wife 
and  three  daughters.  These  unfortunate  women^ 
while  imploring  for  mercy  of  the  savages  on  their 
knees^  beheld  their  husband  and  father  murdered 
before  their  ff(ces.  For  themselves,  they  were  de- 
voted io  a  more  horrid  fate,  and  were  carried 
away  captives  by  the  assassins. 

The  approach  of  day-light  served  only  to  dis- 
cover sights  of  horror.  It  was  now  apparent  that 
the  negroes  on  all  tbe  estates  in  the  plain  acted  in 
concert,  and  a  general'massacre  of  the  whites  took 
place  in  every  quarter.  On  some  few  estates  in- 
dftwi  the  lives  of  the  women  were  spared,  but  they 
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were  reserved  only  to  gratify  the  brutal  j^ppetitet 
of  the  ruffians;  and  it  it  shocking  to  relate,  that 
1791-  niany  of  them  suffered  violation  on  the  dead  bo- 
.  dies  of  their  husbands  and  fathers ! 
'  In  the  town  itself,  the  general  belief  for  some 
time  was,  that  the  revolt  was  by  no  means  an  ex-* 
tensive,  but  a  sudden  and  partial  insurrection  only. 
The  lai^est  sugar  plantation  on  the  plain  was  thai 
of  Mons.  Gallifet,  situated  about  eight  miles  from 
the  town,  the  negroes  belonging  to  which  had 
always  been  treated  with  such  kindness  and  libe^ 
rality,  and  possessed  so  many  advantages,  that  it 
became  a  proverbial  expression  among  the  lower 
white  people,  in  speaking  of  any  man's  good  for^ 
tune,  to  say  U  est  hejtretix  comme  un  negre  de  Gal 
lifet  (he  is  as  happy  as  one  of  Gallifet's  negroes). 
M.  Odeluc,  the  attorney,  or  agent,  for  this  plan- 
tation, was  a  member  of  the  general  assembly,  and 
being  fully  persuaded  that  the  negroes  belonging 
to  it  would  remain  firm  in  their  obedience,  deter* 
mined  to  repair  thither  to  encouri^  them  in 
opposing  the  insurgents ;  to  which  end,  he  de- 
sired the  assistance  of  a  few  soldiers  froip  the 
town-guard,  which  was  granted  him.  He  pro- 
ceeded accordingly,  but  on  approaching  the 
estate,  to  his  surprise  and  grief  he  found  all  the 
negroes  in  arms  on  the  side  of  the  rebels,  and  ( hor- 
rid to  tell ! )  their  standard  was  the  body  of  a  xvhite 
infant y  which  they  had  recently  impaled  on  a  stake ! 
Mt  Odeluc  had  advanced  too  far  to  retreat  undis- 
covered, and  both  he^  and  a  friend  that  accom- 
panied him,  with  most  of  the  soldiers,  were  killed 
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^without  mercy.  Two  or  three  only  of  the  patrole 
escaped  by  flight;  and  conveyed  the  dreadful  ti- 
dings to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  ^^^*- 

By  thistimc^  all  Ornnost  of  the  white  persons 
that  had  been  found  on  the  several  plantations, 
being  massacred  or  forced  to  seek  their  safety  in 
flight,  the  ruffians  exchanged  the  sword  for  the 
torch.  The  buildings  and  cane-fields  were  every 
where  set  on  fire;  and  the  conflagrations,  which 
were  visible  from  the  town,  in  a  thousand  difler- 
ent  quarters^  furnished  a  prospect  more  shocking, 
and  reflections  more  dismal,  than  fancy  can  painty 
or  the  powers  of  man  describe. 

Consternation  and  terror  now  took  posses- 
sion of  eVery  mind :  and  the  screams  of  the 
women  and  children,  running  from  door  to  door^ 
heightened  the  horrors  of  the  scene.  All  the 
citizens  took  up  arms,  and  the  general  assembly 
vested  the  governor  with  the  command  of  the 
national  guards,  requesting  him  to  give  such 
orders  as  the  urgency  of  the  case- seemed  to  de- 
mand. 

One  of  the  first  measures  was  tb  send  the  white 
women  and  children  on  board  the  ships  in  the 
harbour;  a^id  very  serious  apprehensions  being 
entertained  concerning  the  domestick  negroes 
within  the  town,  a  great,  proportion  of  the  ablest 
men  among  them  were  likewise  sent  on  shipboard 
and  closely  guarded. 

There  still  remained  in  the  city  a  considerable 
body  of  free  miilattoes,  who  had  not  taken,  or  af*- 
fected  not  to  take,  any  part  in  the  disputes  between 
their  brethren  of  colour  and  the  white  inhabitants/ 
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Their  situation  was  extremely  critical ;.  for  the 
lower  class  of  whites^  considering  the  mulattoe8a$ 
the  immediate  authori  of  the  rebellion^  marked 
them  for  destruction ;  and  the  whole  number  in 
the  town  would  undoubtedly  have  been  murdered 
without  scruple,  if  the  governor  and  the  colonial 
assembly  had  not  vigorously  interposed,  and  taken 
them  under  their  immediate  protection.  Gratefui 
for  this  interposition  in  their  favour  (perhaps  not 
thinking  their  lives  otherwise  secure)  all  the  able 
men  among  them  offered  to  march  immediately 
against  the  rebels,  and  to  leave  their  >vives  and 
children  as  hostages  for  their  fidelity.  Their  offer 
was  accepted,  and  th^y  w^ere  enrolled  in  different 
companies  of  the  militia.. 

The  assembly  continued  their  deliberations 
throughout  the  night,  amidst  the  glare  of  the  sur- 
rounding conflagrations ;  and  the  inhabitants^ 
being  strengthened  by  a  number  of  seamen  from 
the  ships,  and  brought  into  some  degree  of  order 
and  military  subordination,  were  now  desiroufi^ 
that  a  detachment  should  be  sent  to  attack  the 
strongest  body  of  the  revolters.  Orders  were  given 
accordingly ;  and  M.  de  Touzaid,  an  officer  who 
had  distinguished  himself  in  the  service  of  the 
North  Americans,  took  the  command  of  a  party 
of  militia  and  troops  of  the  line.  With  these  be 
marched  to  the  plantation  of  a  M.  Latour,  and 
attacked  a  body  of  about  four  thousand  of  tb^ 
rebel  negroes.  Many  were  destroyed,  but  to  lit- 
tle purpose ;  for  Touzard,  finding  the  number  of 
revolters  to  encrease  in  more  than  a  centuple  pro- 
pprtion  to  their  losses,  was  at  length  obliged  to 
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retreat ;  atid  it  cahnot  be  doubted^,  that  if  the  re- 
bels had  farthwith  -ptoceeded  to  the  town^  de- 
fenteless  is  it  thetl^as  towards  the  plain,  they  ^^^^* 
might  have  fired  it  without  difficulty,  and  dcs^ 
troyed  all  its  inhabitai^ts,  or  compelted  them  to 
fly  to  the  shipping  for   refuge. 

SfiNsiftLfi  of  this,  the  governor,  by  the  advice 
of  the  assembly,  determined  to  act  for  some  time 
totely  on  the  defensive ;  and  air  it  was  every  mo- 
metit  to  be  appnebendeAihiit  the  tevolters  would 
pour  ddwn  upon  the  toVn>  tlw  first  measure  re-- 
sorted  la  vras  to  fortify  tne  roads  and  passes  lead- 
ing into  It.  *  Atihe  ekitern extremity,  the  main 
toad  frbih^'the  -plaiii  is  intersected  by  a  river, 
^hich  W^ltiiy  hHd  *t)  bridge  over  it,  and  was 
^crossed  itii  feri^^tmats.  For'  flie  defence  of  this 
passd^e,  k  bifttery  bf  c&imon  was^  raised  on  boats 
l^hed  togetheif ;  while  two  small  camps  w^re 
formed  M  im)per  distances  on  the  bante.  Tim 
otler  pf  incipal  ettifraiKie  into  the  town,  and  con- 
tiguotis  to  it  tOwai*ds  the  south,  was  through  a 
mountainous  diStlri^t,  called  le  Haut  du  Cap. 
Pbsstesion  tvas  Irainediately  taken  of  these  heights, 
and  conside^Ie  t)ro(ives  of"  troops,  with  such  ar- 
ttttery  as  tould  be  l^pared,  were  statiofaed  thereon. 
But  thfese  precautions  not  being  thought  suffi- 
tietft,  it  was  ialso  determined  to  surrdutid  the 
Whole  t>ftbe  t6wn,  except  the  side  next  the  sea, 
with  a  strong  palisade  and  cTievaux  de  frize;  i» 
the  erecting  and  completing  of  which>  all  the  in-^ 
habrtaats  laboured  without  distinction  or  inter- 
misnron.  At  the  same  iime^  an  embargo  was  laid 
^n  all  the  shipping  in  the  harfeour;  a  measure  of 
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indispensably  necessity^  calculated  a$  well  i^ 
obtain  tbe  assistance  of  the  seamen^  as;  to  ^e* 
^7di.  cure  a  retreat  for  the  inhabitants  in  the  last  ex^ 
tremity. 

To  such  of  the  distant  parishes  as  were  open  to 
communication  either  by  land  or  by  sea>  notice 
of  the  revolt  had  been  transmitted  within  a  few 
hours  after  advice  of  it  was  received  at  the  Cape ; 
and  the  white  inhabitants!  of  many  of  those  parishes 
had  therefore  found  time  to  establish  camps<»  and 
form  a  chain  of  posts^  Which  for  a  short  time 
seemed  to  prevent  the  rebellion  spreading  beyond 
the  Northern  province  (aj.  Two  of  those  camps 
however,  one  at  Grcmdc  Rixnere,  the  other  at 
Dondon,  w^re  attacked  by  the  n^ro^  (who  were 
here  openly  joined  by  the  mulattoes)  and  forced 
wiih  great  slaughter.  At  Dondon^  the  whites 
maintained  the  contest  for  seven  hours ;  but  were 
overpowered  by  the  infinite  disparity  of  numbers, 
and  compelled  to  give  way,  with  the  loss  of  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  of  their  body.  The  sur-^ 
vivdrs  took  refuge  in  the  Spanish  territory^ 

These  two  districts  therefore ;  the  whole  of  tbe 
rich  and  extensive  plain  of  the  Cape,  together 
with  the  contiguous  mountains,  were  now  wholly 
abandoned  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy  :  and  tbe 
cruelties  which  they  exercised,  uncontrouled,  on 
such  of  the  miserable  whites  as  fell  into  their  hands, 

fa)  It  is  believed  that  a  general  insurrection  was  to  have 
taken  place  throughout  the  colony  on  the  23th  of  August  (St. 
Louis's  day)  5  but  that  the  impatience  and  impetuosity  of  some 
negroes  on  the  plain,  induced  them  to  conunence  their  opera- 
tions t)^o  days  before  the  time. 
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tMtioi  be  remembered  without  hdrror,  lidr  re- 
ported in  terms  strong  enough  to  convey  a  proper 
idea  of  their  atrocity. 

They  seized  Mr.  Blen,  all  oflficer  of  the  police^ 
and  having  nailed  him  alive  to  one  of  the  gates  of 
his  plantation^  chopped  off  his  limbs^  one  by  one^ 
with  an  axe. 

A  POOR  man  named  Robert,  a  carpenter  by 
trade^  endeavouring  to  conceal  himself  from  the 
notice  of  the  rebels,  was  discovered  in  his  hiding- 
place  ;  and  the  savages  declared  that  he  should 
die  in  the  way  of  his  occupaiian  :  accordingly  they 
bound  him  between  two  boards,  and  deliberately 
sawed  him  asunder. 

M.  Cardineau,  a  planter  of  Grande  Riviere, 
had  two  natural  sons  by  a  black  woman.  He  had 
manumitted  them  in  their  infancy,  and  bred  them 
up  with  great  tenderness.  They  both  joined  in 
the  revolt ;  and  when  their  father  endeavoured  to 
divert  them  from  their  purpose,  by  soothing  lan- 
guage and  pecuniary  offers,  they  took  his  money^ 
and  then  stabbed  him^  to  the  heart. 

All  the  white,  and  even  the  mulatto  childien 
whose  fathers  had  not  joined  in  the  revolt,  were 
murdered  without  exception,  frequently  before 
the  eyes,  or  clinging  to  the  bosoms,  of  their  mo- 
thers. Young  women  of  all  ranks  were  first  vio- 
lated by  a  whole  troop  of  barbarians,  and  then 
generally  put  to  death.  Some  of  them  were  in- 
deed reserved  for  the  further  gratification  of  the 
lust  of  the  savages,  and  others  had  their  eyes 
scooped  out  with  a  knife. 

In  the  parish  of  lyimbd,  at  a  place  called  th^ 
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Great  Ravine,  a  venerable  planter,  the  father  of 
two  beautiful  joang  ladies,  was  tied  down  l^  a 
1791.  savage  ringleader  of  a  band,  who  ravished  the 
eldest  daughter  in  his  presence,  and  delivered  over 
the  youngest  to  one  of  his  followers:  their  passion 
being  satisfied,  the  j  slaughtered  both  the  father 
and  the  daughters. 

Amidst  these  scenes  of  horror,  one  instance 
however  occurs  of  such  fidelity  and  attachment 
in  a  negro,  as  is  equally  unexpected  and  afiect-* 
ing.  M ons.  and  Madame  Baillon,  their  daughter 
and  son-in-law,  and  two  white  servants,  residing 
on  a  mountain  plantation  about  thirty  miles  from 
Cape  Francois,  were  apprized  of  ttie  revolt  by  one 
of  thek  own  slaves,  who  was  himself  dn  the  con- 
spiracy, but  promised,  if  possible,  to  save  the  lives 
of  his  master  and  his  family.  Having  no  imme^ 
diate  means  of  providing  for  their  escape,  he  con- 
ducted them  into  an  adjacent  wood ;  after  which 
he  went  and  joined  the  revolters.  The  following 
night,  he  found  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them 
provisions  from  the  rebel  camp.  The  second 
night  he  returned  again,  with  a  further  supply  of 
provisions ;  but  declared  that  it  would  be  out  of 
his  power  to  give  them  any  further  assistance^ 
After  this,  they  saw  nothing  of  the  negro  for 
three  days ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  cam^ 
again;  and  directed  the  fkmily  how  to  make 
their  way  to  a  river  which  led  to  Port  Margot^ 
assuring  them  they  would  find  a  canoe  on  a  part 
of  the  river  which  be  described.  They  followed  his 
directions,  found  the  canoe,  and  got  safely  into  it  j 
but  were  overset  by  the  rapidity  of  the  current^ 
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and  after  a  narrow  escape^  thought  it  best  to  re-  ^^^^* 
turn  to  their  retreat  in  the  mountains.  The  negro,  -^-v-^ 
anxious  for  their  safety,  again  found  them  out,  \  ' 
and  directed  them  to  a  broader  part  of  the  river, 
where  he  assured  them  he  had  provided  a  boat ; 
but  said  it  wad  the  last  effort  he  could  make  to 
save  them.  Thej^  went  accordingly,  but  not  find- 
ing the  boat,  gave  themselves  up  for  lost,  when 
the  faithful  negro  again  appe^'ed  like  their  guar- 
dian angel.  He  brought  with  kw  pigeons,  poul- 
try and  bread ;  and  conducted  the  family,  by  slow 
marches  in  the  night,  along  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver, uijtil  they  were  within  sight  of  the  wharf  at 
Port  Margot ;  when  telling  them  they  were  en- 
tirely out  of  danger,  he  took  his  leave  for  ever, 
and  went  to  join  the  rebels.  The  family  were  in 
the  woods  i^ineteen  nights^. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  back  to  the 
town  of  the  Cape ;  where,  the  inhabitants  being 
at  length  placed,  or  supposed  to  be  placed,  in 
8ome  sort  of  security,  it  was  thought  necessary  by 
the  governor  and  assembly,  that  offensive  opera- 
tions against  the  rebels  should  be  renewed,  and  a 
small  army,  under  the  command  of  M.  Rouvray, 
marched  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  plain,  and  en- 
camped at  a  place  called  Roucrou.  A  very  con- 
siderable body  of  the  rebel  negroes  took  posses- 
sion^ about  the  same  time,  of  the  large  buildings 

*  Tliis  account  was  communicated  by  Madame  Baillon  her- 
^If  to  a  friend  of  the  author,  who  was  with  him  at  St.  Domini 
go,  and  who  spoke  French  like  a  native :  from  tiiat  friend  I  re- 
ceived it  she  same  day,  and  immediately  committed  the  particu- 
krs  to  writiiig. 
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CHAP,  on  (he  plantation  of  M .  Gallifet,  and  motinted 
L^^v^  some  heavy  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  walls.  They 
^"Sii.  had  procured  the  cannon  at  different  shipping 
places  and  harbours  along  the  coast,  where  it  had 
Been  placed  in  time  of  war  by  the  government, 
and  imprudently  left  unprotected  ;  but  it  Was  a 
inatter  of  great  surprize  by  what  means  they  ob- 
tained ammimkion  (&),  From  this  jrtantatioti 
they  sent  out  foraging  parties,  with  which  the 
whites  had  frequent  skirmishes.  In  these  engage- 
ments, the  negroes  seldom  stood  their  ground 
longer  than  to  receive  and  return  a  single  volley, 
but  they  appeared  again  the  next  day ;  and  though 
they  were  at  length  driven  oiit  of  their  intrench- 
fnents  with  infinite  slaughter,  yet  their  numbers 
Seemed  not  to  diminish :— as  soon  as  one  body  wa^ 
cut  off,  another  appeared,  and  thus  they  succeed- 
ed in  the  object  of  harassing  and  destroying  the 
whites  by  perpetual  fatigue,  and  reducing  the 
tountry  to  a  desert. 

To  detail  the  various  conflicts,  skirmishes,  mas- 
sacres, and  scenes  of  slaughter,  which  this  exter- 
minating war  produced, were  to  offer  a  disgusting 
and  frightful  picture ;  a  combination  of  horrors ; 

(bj  It  was  discovered  afterwards,  that  great  quantities  of 
powder  and  ball  were  stolen  by  the  negroes  m  the  town  of  Cap* 
Fran9ois  from  the  king's  arsenal,  and  secretly  conveyed  to  the 
rebels.  Most  of  the  fire-arms  at  first  in  their  possession  wer« 
supposed  to  have  been  part  of  Og^^s  importation.  But  it  grieye» 
me  to  add,  that  the  rebels  were  afterwards  abundantly  supplied, 
by  small  vessels  from  North  America ;  the  masters  of  which 
felt  no  scruple  to  receive  in  payment  sugar  and  rum,  from  es- 
tates of  whith  the  ownerg  had  been  murdered  by  the  rilen  with 
whoi^i  they  trafficked^ 
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^ierein  w^  shmikl  behold  cruelties  unexampled 
m  the  annals  of  mankind  ;  human  blood  poured 
ferth  in  torrents ;  the  earth  blackened  with  ashesj 
and  the  air  tainied  with  pestilence.  It  was  com-^ 
puted  thati  within  twd  months  aftei^  the  revolt 
irst  began^  upwards  of  two  thousand  white  per«^ 
lons^  of  all  eonditiond  and  ages^  had  been  massa->' 
fered  ;-^that  one  hundred  and  eighty  sugar  plan* 
tattons^  and  about  nine  hundred  coffee^  cotton> 
d.ad  indigo  settlements  had  been  destroyed  (the 
buildifigs  thereon  being  consumed  by  fire)>  and 
one  thousand  two  hundred  christian  families  re* 
dtic^  frdm  opulence  to  such  a  state  of  misery^  a$ 
to  depend  altogether  for  their  clothing  and  suste^ 
nance  dn  publick  and  private  chajity.  Of  th^ 
ifis^rgentsj  it  was  reckoned  that  upwafds  of  teil 
thousand  had  perished  by  the  Swdrd  or  by  famine; 
and  feOHie  hundreds  by  the  hands  of  the  exeeu^ 
tioo^r^^^^many  of  them^  I  €tm  Sorry  to  say,  Imdeif 
the  torture  of  the  wheel  ;'-^a  ^stem  of  revenge 
and  retaliation,  which  no  enormities  of  savage  lift 
could  justify  or  excuse  (ej. 

HiTHERTOi 

fc)  iTwo  of  these  unhappy  men  sufet^d  in  this  manner  uiider 
(he  window  of  the  author's  lodgings,  and  in  his  presence,  at 
Cape  Francois,  on  Thursday  the  28th  of  September  l/gl. 
They  were  broken  on  two  pieces  of  timber  placed  crosswise; 
One  of  them  expired  on  receiving  the  third  stroke  on  hii 
Stomach,  egdi  of  his  tegs  and  arms  having  been  first  btokeA  id 
two  pl^es  5  the  first  three  blows  he  bore  wirhotrt  a  gfoan.  Thi 
other  had  a  harder  fate.  When  the  execfutionei-,  alfteir  breaking 
his  legs  afld  arms,  liftfed  Up  the  instrument  td  giv6  the  finishing 
•trdke  on  the  breast,  aild  which  {bf  putting  the  criminal  out  of 
kis  pirn)  is  called  le  coup  de  grtxce,  the  mob,  with  the  ferbciousn<*s9 
of  cannibals,  called  Out  arrdez/.  (stop)  and  compelled  him  l(J 
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Hitherto,  my  narrative  has  applied  chiefly  io 
transactions  in  the  Northern  province ;  I  grieve 
to  relate,  that  the  flames  of  rebellion  soon  began 
to  break  forth  also  in  the  Western  division.  Here^ 
however,  the  insurgents  M^ere  chiefly  men  of  co- 
lour, of  whom  upwards  of  two  thousand  appeared 
in  arms  in  the  parish  of  Mirebalais.  Being  joined 
by  about  six  hundred  of  the  negro  slaves,  they 
began  their  operations  by  burning  the  coffee  plan- 
tations  in  the  mountains  adjacent  to  the  plain  of 
Cul-de-Sac.  Some  detachments  of  the  military 
which  were  sent  against  them  from  Port  au  Prince 
were  repulsed ;  and  the  insurgents  continued  to 
ravage  and  bum  the  country  through  an  extent  of 
thirty  miks,  practising  the  same  excesses  and  fe- 
rocious barbarities  towards  such  of  the  whites 
as  fell  into  their  hands,  as  were  displayed  by 
the  rebels  in  the  North.  They  had  the  auda- 
city at  length  to  approach  Port  au  Prince,  with 
intention,  as  it  was  believed,  to  set  it  on  fire  ; 
and  80  defenceless  was  the  state  of  that  devoted 
town,  that  its  destruction  seemed  inevitable. 
Many  of  'the  mulatto  <;hiefs,  however,  finding 
that .  their  attempts  to  gain  over  the  negro 
slaves  on  the  sugar  plantations  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  were  not  attended  with  that  success 
which  they  expected,  expressed  an  unwillingness 

leave  his  work  unfinished.  In  that  condition,  the  miser- 
able wretch,  with  his  broken  limbs  doubled  up,  was  put  on  a 
cart  wheel,  which  was  placed  horizontally,  one  end  of  the  axle- 
tree  being  driven  into  the  earth.  He  seemed  perfectly  sensible, 
but  uttered  not  a  groan.  At  the  end  of  forty  minutes,  some 
English  seamen,  who  were  spectators  of  the  traged}-,  strangled 
him  in  mercy. 
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f  6  proceed  to  this  extremity  ;  declaring  that  they  ^^^' 
•  took  iip  arms  not  to  desolate  the  colony,  but  v.^'v^^' 
merely  to  support  the  Qational  decree  of  the  15th 
of  May,  and  that  they  were  not  averse  to  a  recon- 
ciliation. These  sentiments  coming  to  the  know* 
ledge  of  M.  de  Jumeeourty  a  planter  of  eminence, 
he  undertook  the  office  of  mediator,  and  througli 
his  well-timed  and  powerful  interposition,  a  truce 
or  couTention,  called  the  concordat j,  was  agreed 
upon  the  11th  of  September,  between  the  free 
people  of  colour,  and  the  white  inhabitants  of 
Port  au  Prince,  of  which  the  chief  provisions  were 
an  oblivion  of  the  past,  and  an  engagement  on 
the  part  of  the  whites,  to  ^dmit  in  full  force  the 
national  decree  of  the  15th  of  May,  so  often  men^ 
tiooed ; — certainly  the  ostensible,  though  perhaps 
not  the  sole  and  original  cause  of  the  rebellion*. 

Instructed  by  this  example,  and  softened,  it 
may  be  pre3umed,  by  the  loyal  and  temperate  con- 
duct of  the  free  mulattoes  in  the  town  of  Cape 
Fran5ois,  as  before  related,  the  general  assembly, 
by  a  proclamation  of  the  20th  of  September,  de- 
(clared  that  they  would  no  longer  oppose  the  opera- 
tion of  the  same  decree.  They  eyen  went  further, 
and  announced  an  intention  to  grant  considerable 
indulgences  towards  such  free  people  of  colour  as 
were  not  comprehended  in  it,  meaning  those  who 

*  It  should  also  have  been  observed,  that  the  condemnation 
and  execution  of  Oge  is  pronounced,  in  this  concordat,  '*  inia- 
^^  mous^  and  to  be  held  in  everlasting  execration.**  These  ex- 
pressions were  literally  copied  from  a  letter  of  Abb6  Gregoire. 
I. am  obliged  to  the  author  of  the  history  of  Europe  in  the  An- 
nual Register  for  1792  (Rivington's  edit.)  for  reminding  me  of 
ihi3  circumstance, 
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CHAP*  yf^^^  i>(jyn  (^f  enslaved  parents.     Tbey  Yotod  ^ 

v-«.*-v-v  *h^  s^me  time  the  formation  of  certain  fcee  com-3 

f '^^*     panie?  of  mulattoes^  whereiji  the  men  of  colour  of 

all  descriptions,  possessed  of  certain  qualifications^ 

should  he  aUowjpd  to  ^rve  as  commissioned  oflicer^j 

These  concessions,  at  an  earlier  period,  would 

have  operated  with  powerful  etfect  in  the  aalvatioif 

of  the  colony  ;  but  they  now  came  too  late,  and 

produced  only  a  partial  truce^  a  temporary  and 

fallacious  cessation  of  miseries.     The  wounds  that 

jiiad  been  inflicted  were  yet  green  and  breeding  | 

and  the  dark  and  sullen  passions  of  disappointed 

pride,  anger,  malice,  hatiH*d  »nd  revenge,  were 

secretly  burning  in  the  gloomy  minds  of  all  par^? 

ties.      The  flames   were  smoithered,    not  extin? 

guished  i  soon  to  breali  out  again,  with  aggra? 

yatcd  violence  and  greater  fury  th^n  ever. 
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i^the  Motives  which  induced  the  People  of  Colour 
t0  join  tlic  revolted  Negroes. — Conduct .  of  the 
British  Association  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Siav$ 
Trade,  and  of  tlu  Society  in  Paris  called  \js$ 
Amis  des  Noiy» — Letter  from  Abbe  <jrregou^ 
to  the  People  of  Colour — Repeal  of  the  Decree 
4>f  the  Ibth  May  Vl^\— Effects  of  tliat  Mea- 
^nre-^Civil  War  with  the  Mulattoes  renewed—^ 
Port  an  Prince  destroyed  ky  Firo — Cruellies  ex* 
ercised  by  both  Parties — Arrival  at  Cape  Fran^ 
4;;ois  cfthe  Civil  Commissioners. 

B£!FOR£  I  proceed  to  »  renewal  of  tliose  dift-  chap. 
^uMing  scenes  of  de^^station^  slaughter,  and  ruin,  v-J!!!!i^^ 
>vluch  my  dnty,  as  a  faithful  histoxian^  caHs  upon  1791. 
me  to  describe  (happy  if  they  serve  as  an  imprei- 
sive  lesson  to  other  nations  ! )  it  seems  necessary 
to  remote  some  difiSeulties  which  may  possibly 
have  arisen  in  tlie  mind  of  the  reader,  eoncern^g 
the  original  and  primary  cause  of  the  junction 
and  co-operation  of  so  large  a  nuin})er  of  the  ne- 
gro slav438,  in  this  reliellion,  with  the  men  of  co*- 
lour.  That  the  whole  body  of  the  latter  in  St. 
Domingo  had  solid  ground  of  complaint  and  dis- 
satisfaction^ cannot  be  denied.  Tbere  is  a  point 
^t  which  oppression  sometimes  arrives,  when  fbr- 
][)earance  under  it  ceases  to  be  a  virtue ;  and  I 
should  readily  have  admitted  thatthe  actual  situar 
$iDu  911A  condition  ef  the  mulattoes  in  the  French 

islands 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88  HISTORICAL  SURVEY  OF 

islands  would  have  made  resistance  a  dutj^  if  it ' 
did  not  appear^  from  what  I  have  already  related^ 
17^91.  that  the  redress  of  their  grievances  occupied  the 
very  first  deliberations  of  the  first  general  assem- 
bly of  representatives  that  ever  met  in  St.  Do- 
mingOv  Certainly^  then^  no  justification  can  be 
offered  for  those  pestilent  reformers,  who  could 
persuade  these  unfortunate  people  to  seek  that  re- 
lief by  rebellion  and  massacre,  which  was  offered 
to  them  by  the  supreme  power  of  the  country,  as 
a  spontaneous  and  voluntary  concession; — the 
homage  of  enlightened  reason  on  the  altar  of  hu- 
manity. Concerning  the  enslaved  negroes,  how- 
ever, it  does  not  appear  that  the  conduct  of  the 
whites  towards  them  was  in  general  reprehensible. 
I  believe,  on  the  whole,  it  was  as  lenient  and  in- 
dulgent a$  was  consistent  with  their  own  safety. 
It  was  the  mulatto  people  themselves  who  were 
the  hard-hearted  task-masters  to  the  negroes. 
The  same  indignities  which  they  4*eceived  from 
the  whites,  they  directed  without  scruple  towards 
the  blacks;  exercising  over  the  latter  every  spe^ 
cies  of  that  oppression  which  they  loudly  and  just- 
ly complained  of,  when  exercised  on  themselves; 
— and  this  is  a  true  picture  of  human  qature,  By 
what  means,  then,  it  will  be  asked,  were  the  ner 
groes  induced  to  forget  their  resentments,  and 
join  with  those  who  were  the  constant  objects  both 
of  their  envy  and  hatred  ? 

In  order  to  reply  to  this  question  with  as  much 
accuracy  and  precision  as  the  subject  will  admit^ 
it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
|wo  associations^  of  which  mention  was  made  iq 
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the  Second  Chapter  of  this  History ;  namely,  the  chap. 
British  association  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  L^^r^ 
trade,  which  held  its  meetings  in  the  Old  Jewry 
in  London ;  and  the  society  called  Les  Amis  des 
Noirs  in  Paris.  A  short  review  of  the  conduct 
of  these  societies  will  serve  not  only  to  lessen  the 
Surprize  which  may  be  felt  at  the  revolt  of  the 
iiegroes  of  St.  Domingo,  but  also  raise  a  consi- 
derable degree  of  astonishment  that  the  enslaved 
negroes  in  the  British  islands  had  not  given  them 
the  example. 

I  HAVE  observed,  that  the  society  in  London 
professed  to  have  nothing  more  in  view  than  to 
obtain  an  act  of  the  legislature  for  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  African  slaves  into  the 
British  colonies.  I  have  said,  that  ^'  they  dis- 
^^  claimed  all  intention  of  interfering  with  the  go- 
'^  vernment  and  condition  of  the  negroes  already 
^^  in  the  plantations ;  publickly  declaring  their 
^'  opinion  to  be,  that  a  general  emancipation  of 
^^  those  people,  in  their  present  state  of  ignorance 
^^  and  barbarity,  instead  of  a  blessing,  would 
"  prove  to  them  the  source  of  misfortune  and  mi- 
'^  ^evy."  But  although  such  were  their  ostensible 
declarations  as  a  publick  body,  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  society,  in  the  same  moment,  held  a 
very  different  language ;  and  even  the  society  it- 
self (acting  as  such)  pursued  a  line  of  conduct 
directly  and  immediately  repugnant  to  their  own 
professions.  Besides  using  every  possible  endea- 
vour to  inflame  the  publick  of  Great  Britain 
against  the  planters,  they  distributed  at  a  prodi- 
^ous  expence  throughout  the  colonies,  tracts  and 

pamphlets 
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^^1^'  pampWets  without  numberi  the  direct  tendency 
of  which  was  to  render  the  white  inhabitants 
odious  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  owa 
slaves,  and  excite  in  the  latter  such  ideas  of  their 
natural  rights  and  equality  of  condition^  as  should 
lead  them  to  a  general  struggle  for  freedom  through 
rebellion  and  bloodshed.  In  many  of  those  writ- 
ings^ arguments  are  expressly  adduced^  in  language 
which  cannot  be  misunder^ood^  to  urge  the  ne- 
groes to  rise  up  and  murder  their  masters  without 
mercy. — ^^  Resistance,"  say  they,  ''  is  always  justi- 
^^  fiable  where  force  is  the  substitute  of  right :  nor 
^'  in  the  commission  of  a  civil  crime  possible  in  a 
^'  state  of  slaver  J/.**  These  sentiments  are  repeat?* 
ed  in  a  thousand  different  forms;  and  in  order 
that  they  might  not  lose  their  e&ct  by  abstract 
reasoning^r  a  reverend  divine  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, in  a  pamphlet  addressed  to  the  chairman  of 
president  of  the  society,  pours  forth  the  mo9t  ear- 
nest prayers,  in  the  most  undisguised  expressions, 
that  the  negroes  would  destroy  all  the  white  people^ 
men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  West  Indies : 
*'  Should  we  not  (he  exclaims),  approve  their 
*'  conduct  in  their  violence  ?  Should  we  not  crowijt 
''  it  with  eulogium,  if  they  exterminate  their  ty- 
*'  rants  with  fice  and  sword  !  Shovld  they  even  de^r 
*'  liberately  ir^fiict  the  most  exquisite  tortures  of^ 
*^  those  tyrants,  would  they  not  be  excusable  in  the 
^'  moral  judgment  of  those  who  properly  value 
''  those  inestimable  blessings,  rational  and  religir- 
^^  ous  liberty  ("aj?"  . 

(a)  This  is  a  fair  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  Granville 
Sharp,  Esq^  chairman  of  the  SQciety  in  the  Oid  Jewry,  by  the 

Reverend 
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Besides  distributing  pamphlets  of  thU  com-   ^j^^* 
plexioQ  gratiS:,  at  the  doors  of  all  the  churches  aod  v-^'-v-^ 
places  of  worship  in  the  kingdom;,  and  throughout 
the  colonies,  the  society,  or  persons  in  their  name> 
caused  a  medal  to  be  struck,  containing  the  figure 
of  a  naked  negro,  loaded  with  chains,  and  in  tlie 
attitude  of  imploring  mercy  ;  thousands  of  which 
jalso  wore  dispersed  among  the  negroes  in  each  of 
^e  sugiu'  islands,  for  the  insti'uction,  I  presume,  oC 
such  of  them  as  could  not  read;  but,  unhappily, 
this  instance  of  provident  caution  was  not  requi- 
site ;  for  so  many  negro  domesticks  return  annu« 
ally  from  Europe  to  the  West  Indies,  as  constantly 
furnish  a  suflSeient  number  of  living  instructors; 
and  certain  it  i^  ( I  pronounce  it  from  my  owii 
Jtnowledge  respecting  Jamaica)  that  the  labour^ 
jrf  the  society  on  their  behalf,  as  well  as  many  of 
the  ngiost  violent  speeches  in  the  British  parlia^ 
pient,  wherein  the  whole  body  of  planters  were 
.painted  as  a  herd  of  blood-thirsty  and  remorseless 
tyrant^,  were  explained  to  the  negro  slaves,  in  termt 
well  adapted  to  their  capacities,  and  suited,  a& 
plight  have  been  supposed,  to  their  feelings.     It 
will  be  difficult  to  say  what   other  measures  the 
Pld  Jewry  associates  could  have  taken  to  excite  a 
rebellion,  exce^  t  that  of  furnishing  the  objects  of 
their  solicitude  with  fire  arms  and  ammunition. 


Reverend  Perclval  Stockdale,  A,  M.  Of  such  ^Titers  the  plan* 
ters  may  well  exclaim,  *'  Forgive  them,  they  know  not  what  they 
'*  dot*'  The  same  ejaculation  I  applied  to  the  learned  and  pious 
Samuel  Joluison,  who  possessed  a  negro  servant,  and  before 
U'hom  he  frequently  gave  as  a  toast,  ''  A  speedy  rebellion  of  the 
*f  fiegroes  in  Jamaka,  andfucces^  to  themT  , 

Hitherto, 
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Hitherto,  this  society  had  served  as  a  model 
and  exemplar  to  that  of  Paris ;  but  a  disposition 
to  stop  at  half  measures  constitutes  no   part  of 
the  French  character ;  and  the  society  of  Amis 
des  Noirs  resorted,  without  scruple,  to  those  mea- 
sures which  their  fellow  labourers  in  London  still 
hesitated  to  adopt:   beginning  with x the  class  of 
ffee  mulattoes,  because  they  found  many  of  them 
in  France,  who  became  the  willing  instruments  of 
their  purposes ;  and  who  undertook  to  interpret 
to  the  negroes  in  the  French  colonies  the  wishes 
and  good  intentions  towards  them  of  their  friend^ 
in  the  mother-country.      Thus  j^.n  opening  was 
made  towards  conciliation   and   union  between 
the  two  classes.     The  negroes,  believing  that  it 
was  only  through  the  agency  of  the  mulattoes, 
and  the  connections  of  those  people  in  France, 
they  could  obtain  a  regular  supply  of  arms  and 
amniunition,  forgot  or  suspended  their  ^.ncient 
animosities ;  and  the  men  of  colour,  sensible  that 
nothing  but  the  co-operation  of  the  enslaved  ne^ 
groes  (docile,  as^  they  supposed  them  to  be,  from 
Ibeir  ignorance,  and  irresistible  from  their  num^ 
bers)  could  give  success  to  their  cause,  courted 
them  with  such  assiduity  as  gained  over  at  least 
nine-tenths  of  all  the  slaves  in  the  Northern  pro-^ 
vince  of  St.  Domingo. 

There  seems  however  to  have  been  some  appre-* 
hensions  entertained  by  the  leading  men  among 
the  Amis  des  Noirs,  that  the  decree  of  the  national 
assembly  of  the  15th  of  May,  confined  as  the  bene^ 
fits  of  it  were  to  the  people  of  colour  exclusively, 
(and  of  those,  to  3uch  only  a3  were  born  of  fr^ee 

parents  J 
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parents)  might  give  1-ise  to  jealousies  and  suspi-  chap. 
cions^  destructive  of  that  unanimit}'  between  tlie  s,^..^-^ 
difierent  classes^  the  maintenance  of  which  was  an  ^^^h 
object  of  tlie  last  importance.  To  obviate  any 
misapprehensions  on  this  account^  as  well  as  to 
keep  the  mulattoes  firm  to  their  purpose,  the  Abbe 
Gregoire  wrote  and  published  his  celebrated  cirr 
cular  letter  ;— a  performance  which^  if  the  inteur 
tions  of  the  writer  had  been  as  pure  as  his  express 
sions  are  eloquent,  would  have  reflected  lustre  oa 
his  abilities  (bj.  What  efl'ect  this  distinguishe4 
piece  of  oratory  may  have  had  on  the  rugged  and 
unenlightened  minds  of  savage  people,  I  pretend 
not  to  ascertain.  It  is  certain  that  the  Abbe  Gre- 
goire was  considered  by  the  negroes  in  St.  Do* 
mingo  as  their  great  advocate  and  patron;  a  sort 
of  guardian  angel  or  tutelary  deity ;  of  the  good 
effects  of  whose  benevolent  interposition  and 
friendly  offices  their  masters  unjustly  deprived 
them,  and  on  whose  support  and  assistance  they 
might  confidently  rely,  in  the  attempt,  through 
rebellion  and  murder,  to  obtain  justice  for  them- 
selves. V 
Both  classes  of  people  being  thus  instructed 
and  prepared,  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  was 
the  signal  of  revolt,  the  warhoop  of  massacre.  From 
the  clamour  which  it  excited  amongst  all  ordei^  of 
the  vrhites  in  St.  Domingo  ( the  lower  classes  espe- 
cially) the  people  of  colour,  as  I  have  shewn,  had 
reason  to  apprehend  that  mischiefs  of  an  extensive 
and  alarming  nature  were  meditated  against  them. 

Cb)  The  reader  will  find  a  translation  of  this  letter  at  the  end 
•f  the  present  Chapter. 

They 
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CWAI».  They  were  thus  furnished  with  a  plausibte^  irtii 
x^^y^/  had  they  meant  to  have  acted  solely  on  the  defen-^ 
1791-  sive^  a  justifiable  cauie  for  resorting  to  arms }  but, 
unhappily,  the  strong  tide  of  popular  prejudice 
•which  prevailed  in  the  mother  country  against  the 
planters,  And  the  great  majority  which  voted  fof 
the  fatal  deeree  in  the  national  assembly,  were 
circumstances  that  inspired  them  with  so  danger-* 
Otts  a  confidence  in  their  own  resources^  as  over^ 
j)Owered  all  considerations  of  prudence,  policy; 
and  humanity. 

It  must  be  considered,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
enslaved  negroes  (ignorant  and  depressed  as  we 
suppose  them  to  be)  could  not  possibly  be  unob* 
servant  of  these  combined  and  concurring  circum- 
stances. They  beheld  the  coloured  people  in  open 
hostility  against  the  whites.  They  were  assured, 
that  the  former  had  the  fullest  support  and  en- 
couragement  from  the  supreme  legislature  of  the 
mother  country.  They  were  taught  to  believe^ 
that  themselves  also  were  become  the^  objects  of 
the  paternal  solicitude  of  the  king  and  the  na- 
tional assembly,  who  wished  to  rescue  them  firom 
the  dominion  of  their  masters,  and  invest  them 
^ith  their  estates.  It  appeared  firom  indisputable 
evidence,  that  assurances  of  this  nature  were  held 
Out  to  the  enslaved  negroes ; — assurances  which 
could  not  but  excite  their  attention,  awaken  theif 
faculties,  and  rouse  them  to  action.  Whoevef 
*hall  calmly  deliberate  on  these,  and  the  othet 
■fatits  that  have  been  stated,  will  find  no  difficulty 
in  accounting  for  the  dreadful  extent  of  this  in* 
surrection ;  or  in  assigning  it  to  it^  proper  cauBi^ 
■    ^        '  and 
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and  tfacmg  to  the  foimtain-head  thos6  fivers  of  *^^'^- 
Mood  wbich  ^ill  continue  to  flow  in  this  unfof- 
tanate  and  devoted  colony  (cj  ! 

But  it  is  now  time  to  advert  to  the  proceedingii 
which  t^ccurred  in  France,  where  we  left  Gregoire,  . 
IjU  Fayettty  Robespierre,  and  the  rest  of  the  society 
of  Amis  des  Noirs,  exulting  in  the  triumph  they 
had  dbtained  on  the  15th  of  May;  and  perhaps 
Wtfitin^y  i«  the  ardent  hope  and  expectation,  that 
their  obnoxious  decree  ofthatdate,  would  prod«c<J 
those  very  evils  which  actually  resulted  from  it. 
It  was  not  until  the  beginning  of  September  thaft 
tnfomiatioB  arrived  at  Paris  concerning  the  recep* 
iion  which  the  account  of  this  decree  had  met 
'With  in  St.  Domingo.  The  tumults,  disorders, 
ati4  confusions  that  it  produced  there.  Were  owt 

fc)  In  September  1791,  when  the  anthot  was  at  Cepe  Fran* 
jois,  he  dined  with  a  large  company  on  board  the  frigate  la  Ptu»- 
denie^  commanded  by  Mons.  Joyeiise  (at  present  a  distinguished 
admiral  in  the  service  of  the  new  republick,  by  the  name  df 
f^iaret)  'when,  in  the  midst  of  the  entertainment,  a  loud  ex* 
clamation^m  the  crew  announced  that  tkegmner  U)Usretia^HeA, 
This  man^  who  had  been  missing  some  wedts,  was  immediateljf 
brought  forward,  and  gave  the  following,  account  of  the  caus© 
of  his  absen<:ei     He  said  that,  having  gone  on  shore,  to  collect 
green  meat  for  the  pigs,  he  was  surroutided  by  thewbel  hegroes, 
who  were  aboui  putting  hkn  to  death,  when  Jean  Eran9ois,  di* 
chief,  finding  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  king's  searvice,  ot^ 
^ered  that  his  lite  should  be  spared^  alledging  ifwt  the  king  ica> 
their  friend.     They  detained  him  however  as  a  prisoner,  and 
V  compelled  him  to  load  and  point  their  artillery  in  the  attack  at 
M.  Gallitet's  plantation  before-mentioned.     On  the  defeat  ot 
the  rebels  in  that  engagement,  he  fortunately  made  his  escape 
from  them.     Some  of -die  shocking  enormities  and  cruelties  in- 
dicted by  the  rebels  on  their  white  prisoners,  as  related  in  th« 
preceding  pages,  were  committed  in  this  man's  presence. 

represente4 
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represented  in  the  strongest  colourings  and  the  lo8$ 
of  the  colony  to   France  was  universally  appre^^ 
1791.     hended.     At  this  time^  however,  no  suspicion  wa» 
entertained  concerning  the  enslaved  negroes ;  but 
a  civil  war,  between  the  whites  and  the  mulattoes, 
was  believed  to  be  inevitable.  Th^  commercial  and 
manufacturing  towns,  predicting  the  ruin  of  their 
trade  and  shipping,  and  the  loss  of  their  capitals 
from  existing  dangers^  presented  remonstrances 
and  petitions  to  the  national  assembly^  urging  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  repeal  of  all  the  decrees 
by  which  the  rights  of  the  planters  were  invaded  i 
that  of  the  15th  of  May  especially.     The  consti- 
tuent national  assembly  was  now  on  the  point  of 
dissolution^  and  perhaps  wished  to  leave  every 
thing  in  peace.     At  the  same  time  the  tide  of  po- 
pular prejudice,  which  had  hitherto  ran  with  such 
violence  against  the  colonists,  was  beginning  to 
turn.     Most  of  those  members  whose  opinions  in 
colonial  concerns,  a  few  months  before,  had  guided 
the  deliberations  of  the  national  assembly,  were 
now  either  silently  disregarded,  or  treated  with 
outrage; — a  strong  and  striking  proof  of  the  light- 
ness and  versatility  of  the  French  character.     At 
length  a  motion  was  made  to  annul  the  obnoxi- 
ous decree,  and  (strange  to  tell ! )  on  the  24th  of 
September  its  repeal -was  actually  voted  by  a 
large  majority ! — At  this  remarkable  change  of 
sentiment  in  the  supreme  legislature,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  pause,  and  remind  the  reader  of  what  was 
doing  at  the  same  time  in  St.  Domingo ;  where 
as  we  have  seen,  on  the  11th  of  that  very  month, 
the  coficordaty  or  truce,  took  place  between  the 

people 
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people  of  colour  and  the  white  inhabitants  of  ^^^' 
Port  au  Prince ;  and  on  the  20th,  the  colonial  ^^^^^rV 
assembly  at  Cape  Francois  published  the  procla* 
mation  mentioned  in  the  latter  part  of  the  pre* 
ceding  Chapter.  Thus,  almost  in  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the  decree 
were  acknowledged,  and  its  faithful  obsci  vauce 
promised,  by  the  colonial  as^iembly,  its  repeal  was 
pronounced  by  the  national  legislature  in  the 
mother  country  ! 

To  such  repugnancy  and  absurdity  must  evpry 
government  be  driven  that  attempts  to  regulate 
and  direct  the  local  concerns  of  a  country  three 
thousand  n^iles  distant.  Of  the  two  measures  that 
have  been  mentioned,  it  is  difficult  to  say  which 
produced  the  greatest  calamities ;  the  decree  of, 
the  15th  of  May  in  the  first  instance ;  or  its  un- 
expected repeal^  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
riBlated  !  Doubts  had  already  arisen  ip  the  minds 
of  the  mulattoes  concerning  the  sincerity  and  good 
faith  of  the  white  people,  with  respect  to  the  con-- 
cordat.  Their  suspicions  and  apprehensions  had 
indeed  grown  to  such  a  height,  as  to  induce  them 
to  insist  on  a  renewal  and  Confirmation  of  its  pro- 
yisions;  which  were  accordingly  granted  them, 
by  a  new  instrument,  or  treaty  of  the  1 1th  of  Oc- 
tober^ and  a  supplementary  agreement  of  the  20th 
of  the  same  month :  but  no  sooner  was  authentic^ 
inforoiation  received  of  the  proceedings  in  France^ 
in  the  repeal  of  the  decree,  than  all  trust  and  con- 
fidence, and  every  hope  of  reconciliation  atid 
^niity  between  the  two  classes,  vanished  for  ever. 
It  was  not  possible  to  persuade  the  mulattoes  that 

Vo}-.  IIL  H  tliie 
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^^^-  thfe  {)ljlnferS  iti  the  colony  were  innocent,  and 
>>v*«»-^igTiOrant  of  the  transaction.  They  accused  the 
whiter  of  the  most  hofdd  duplicity^  faithlessness 
^nd  treachery ;  and  publickly  declared  that  one 
party  or  the  other,  themselves  or  the  whites,  must 
be  utterly  destroyed  and  exterminated  i-^^There 
was  no  longer,  they  said,  an  alternative. 

In  this  disposition,  exasperated  to  frenzy,  the 
^6loUred  people  throughout  the  Western  and 
'  Southern  provinces  flew  to  arms.   In  the  Southerrt 

province,  a  body  of  them  became  masters  of  Port 
St.  Louis ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Port  au  Prince 
Jiaving  been  reinforced,  a  short  time  before,  by 
the  arrival  of  some  troops  from  Europe,  were  bet- 
ter prepared,  and  drove  the  revoUers  from  the 
city  with  great  slaughter.  They  took  post  in  the 
parish  of  Croix  des  Bouquets;  but  found  means^ 
however,  before  their  reti-eat,  to  set  fire  to  the 
city,  and  a  dreadful  conflagration  ensued,  inr 
which  more  than  oncrthird  of  the  buildings  wer^p 
'         consumed. 

Open  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  was  now 
renewed.  All  the  soft  workings  of  humAnity-^ 
what  our  great  dramatick  poet  calls  the  compunc- 
tious visitings  of  nature — were  now  absorbed  in 
the  raging  and  insatiable  thirst  of  revenge,  which 
inflamed  each  class  alike.  It  was  no  longer  a 
contest  for  mere  victory,  but  a  diabolical  emula?* 
tion  which  party  could  inflict  the  most  abomin*- 
^ble  cruelties  on  the  other.  The  en3laved  negroes 
in  the  district  called  Cul^deTSae  having  joined  the 
piiilattoes,  a  bloody  engagement  took  place,  in 
^Ijich  i)xe  negro^s^  being  ranged  in  front,  and 
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actliag  without  any  kind  of  discipline^,  left  two^  ^vu^' 
thousand  of  their  number  dead  on  the  field.  Of  v.^^v^ 
the  mulattoes  about  fifty  were  killed,  and  several 
taken  prisoners.  The  whites  claimed  the  victory; 
but  for  want  of  cavalry  were  unable  to  improve 
it  by  a  pursuit,  and  contented  themselves  with  sa- 
tiating their  revenge  on  their  captives.  Every 
refinement  in  cruelty  that  the  most  depraved  ima- 
gination could  suggest,  was  practised  on  the  per- 
sons of  those  wretched  men.  One  of  the  mulatto 
leaders  was  unhappily  among  the  number:  him 
the  victors  placed  on  an  elevated  seat  in  ^,  cart, 
and  secured  him  in  it  by  driving  large  spiked 
nails  through  his  feet  into  the  boards.  In  thii 
condition  he  was  led  a  miserable  spectacle  through 
the  city.  His  bones  were  afters  ards  broken,  and 
he  was  then  throwi\  alive  into  the  flames  ! 

The  mulattoes  scorned  to  be  outdone  in  deeds 
of  vengeance,  and  atrocities  shameful  to  huma- 
nity. In  the  neighbourhood  of  Jeremie  a  body 
of  them  attacked  the  house  of  M.  Sejourne,  and 
secured  the  persons  both  of  him  and  his  wife. 
This  unfortunate  woman  ( my  hand  trembles  while 
I  write ! )  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy. 
The  monsters,  whose  prisoner  she  was,  having  first 
murdered  her  husband  in  her  presence,  ripped 
her  up  alive,  and  threw  the  infant  to  the  hogs. 
They  then  ( how  shall  I  relate  it ! )  sewed  up  the 

head  of  the  murdered  husband  in !  !  !  — *Such 

^re  thy  triumphs,  philanthropy  ! 

With  these  enormities  terminated  the  disas- 
trous year  1791.  Just  before  Christmas  the  three 
civil  commissioners  nominated  by  the  national  as- 
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Mmbly  for  St.  Domingo^  arriyed  ai  Cape  Fraa^ois. 
Much  was  expected  from  their  appointment  by 
the  friends  of  peace  and  good  order ;  but  the  se- 
quel will  shew  that  they  effected  very  little  to- 
wards restoring  the  peace  of  the  country. 


translation  of  the  Jjetter  of  Abbe  Gregoire^ 
Bishop  of  the  Department  of  Loire  and  Cher, 
X>eputt/  of  the  National  Assembly/,  to  the  Ci- 
tizens of  dolour  in  the  French  West  Indies, 
concerning  the  Decree  of  the  Ibth  of  Mat/ 
179L 

fRIENDSJ 

YOU  were  MEN  j— your  are  now  CITIZENS. 
Reinstated  in  the  fulness  of  your  rights,  you  will,  in  future^ 
participate  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The  decree  which 
the  national  assembly  has  just  published  respecting  you,  is  not 
a  favour;  for  a  favour  is  a  privilege:  and  a  privilege  to  one 
class  of  people  is  an  injijry  to  all  the  rest. — ^They  are  words 
which  will  no  longer  disgrace  the  lavirs  of  the  French. 

In  securing  to  you  the  exercise  of  your  political  rights,  we 
have  acquitted  ourselves  oi  eidebt : — ^not  to  have  p^id  it,  would 
have  been  a  crime  on  our  part,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  constitu- 
tion. The  legislators  of  a  free  nation  certainly  CQ|4d  not  do 
less  for  you  thap  our  ancient  despots  have  4one. 

It  is  now  above  a  c^eniury  ago  that  Loui^  XJV.  solemnly  ac- 
^owledged  an4  proclaimed  your  rights  ^  but  of  this  sacred  in* 
heritance  you  have  been  defrauded  by  pride  and  avarice,  which 
have  graduaUy  increased  your  burthens^  and  embittered  your 
existence. 

The  regeneration  of  the  French  empire  opened  your  hearts 
to  bope^  whose  cheeriiig  iiifluence  has  deviated  the  weight  of 
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fova  miseries :  miseries  oif  which  the  people  o^  Europe  had  QkA^t  ^ 
no  idea.  While  the  white  planters  resident]  among  us  were 
loud  in  their  complaints  against  ministerial  tyranny,  they  took 
especial  care  to  be  silent  cts  to  their  ewn.  Not  a  hint  was  sug- 
gested concerning  the  Complaints  of  the  unhappy  people  oi 
mixed  bloody  who,  notwithstanding,  are  their  own  children. 
It  is  we,  who,  at  the  distance  of  two  thousand  leagues  from 
youy  have  been  constrained  to  protect  those  children  agains^ 
the  neglect,  the  contempt,  the  mrnatural  cruelty  of  their  ^- 
thers! 

But  it  is  in  vain  that  they  have  endeavoured  to  suppress  the 
justicie  of  your  claims.  Your  groans,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tent of  the  ocean  which  separates  us,  have  reached  the  Keartaf 
of  the  European  Frenchmen; — for  <^y  have  hearts. 

God  Almighty  comprehends  all  men  in  tte  circle  of  his 
mercy.  His  love  makes  no  distinction  between  them,  but 
what  arises  from  the  different  degrees  of  their  virtues.  Can 
laws  then,  which  ought  to  be  an  emanation  of  eternal  justice, 
encourage  so  culpable  a  partiality?  Can  that  government^ 
whose  duty  it  » to  protect  alike  all  the  members  of  the  same 
great  family,  be  the  mother  of  cme  branchy  and  the  step- mother 
only  of  the  others  ? 

No,  gentlemen ; — ^you  could  not  dwrape  tlie  solicitude  of  tte 
national  assembly.  In  unfolding  to  the  eyes  of  the  universe 
the  great  charter  of  nature,  your  titles  were  i^ced.  An  at- 
tempt had  indeeci  been  rnade  to  expunge  them  j  but  happily 
they  are  written  in  characters  2&  indelible  as  thie  sacred  imagd 
of  the  Deity,  whict  is  graven  cki  your  countenances.^ 

AX.REA-BY  had  the. national  asseihbly,  in  the  instructions 
which  it  prepared  for  the  govemment^of  the  colonies,  on  the 
28th  of  lilarch  179O,  tomprized  both  the*  whites  and  people  of 
^lour  under  one  common  denorainatitoi  Yo\nf  enemfes,  lik 
asserting  the  contrary,  have  published  a  falsehood.  It  h  incoh' 
testably  true,  that  when  I  demanded  you  should  he  express^ 
named,  a  great  number  of  members^  among  whom  were  seve- 
ral plantersy  eagerly  exelairacd,  that  you  were  already  compre^ 
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hended  under  the  general,  words  contained  in  those  instructionsw 
M.  Barnave  liimself,  upon  my  repeated  appeals  to  him  on  that 
head,  has  at  length  acknowledged,  before  the  whole  assembly, 
that  this  was  the  fact.  It  now  appears  how  much  reason  I 
had  to  apprehend  that  a  false  construction  would  be  put  upoh 
our  decree !  ^ 

New  oppressions  on  the  part  of  youf  masters,  and  new  mi- 
series on  yours,  u»til  at  length  the  cup  of  affliction  is  filled  • 
even  to  the  brim^  have  but  too  well  justified  my  apprehensions. 
The  letters  which  I  have  received  from  you  upon  this  head, 
have  forced  tears  from  my  eyes.  Posterity  will  learn  with 
astonishment  and  indignation,  that  a  cause  like  yours,  the  jus- 
tice of  which  is  so  evident,  was  made  the  subject  of  debate  for 
no  less  than  five  days  successively.  Alas  !  when  humanity  is 
obliged  to  struggle  So  long  against  vanity  and  prejudice,  its 
triumph  is  dearly  obtained ! 

It  is  a  long  time  that  the  society  of  Amis  des  No'ir^  have  em- 
ployed themselves  in  finding  out  the  means  to  soften  your  lot, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  slaves.  It  is  difficult — perhaps  impos- 
sible — to  do  good  with  entire  impunity*  The  meritorious 
zeal  of  this  society  has  drawn  upon  them  much  obloquy.  Des- 
picable writers  have  lanced  their  poisonous  shafts  at  them,  and 
impudent  libels  have  never  ceased  to  repeat  objections  and  ca- 
lumnies, which  have  been  a  hundred  times  answered  and  re- 
futed. How  often  have  we  been  accused  of  being  sold  to  the 
English,  and  of  being  paid  by  them  for  sending  you  inflamma- 
tory writings  and  arms  ?  You  know,  my  friends,  tlie  we::l:nes». 
and  wickedness  of  tliese  charges.  We  have  incessantly  r  jcom- 
inended  to  you  attachment  to  your  country,  resignation  and  pa- 
tience, while  waiting  the  return  of  justice!  Nothing  hcisbeea 
able  to  cool  our  zeal,  or  that  of  your  brethren  of  mixed  blood 
who  are  at  Paris.  M.  Raimond,  in  particular,  has  devoted  him- 
self most  heroically  to  your  defence.  With  what  transport 
would  you  have  seen  this  distinguished  citizen,  at  Uie  bar  of 
the  national  assembly,  of  which  he  ought  to  be  a  member,, 
laying  before  it  the  affecting  picture  of  your  misiTies,  and 
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fttrenuously  claiming  your  rights  1  If  that  assembly  had  sacri-  <?HAF. 
ficed  them,  it  would  hav€  tarnished  its  ^lory.  It  was  its  duty 
to  decree  with  justice,  to  exphio  itself  clearly,  and  cause  its 
laws  to  be  executed  with  ^rmness :  it  has  done  so ;  and  if 
(which  God  forbid !)  some  event,  hidden  in  the  womb  of  fu- 
turity, should  tear  our  colonies  from  us,  would  it  not  be  bettejT 
to  have  a  Iqss  t9  d^plor^,  thaa  an  injusti^  to  reproach  ourselv^ 
with? 

Citizens  !  raise  opce  more  your  humiliated  couutenanceSj 
and  to  the  dignity  of  men,  associate  the  courage^and  poblenesa 
of  a  free  people.  The  15th  of  May,  the  day  in  which  you  re- 
covered your  rights,  ought  to  be  for  ever  memorable  to  you 
and  to  your  children.  This  epoch  will  periodically  awaken  ill 
you  sentiments  of  gratitude  towards  the  Supreme  Being ;  ^ii4 
may  your  accents  ascend  to  the  vault  of  heaven,  towards  wbicl) 
your  grateftil  hands  will  be  extended  !  A^t  lepgth  you  have  4 
country.  Hereafter  you  will  see  nothing  above  you  but  the 
law  j  while  the  opportunity  of  concurring  in  the  framing  it, 
will  assure  to  you  that  indefeasible  right  of  all  mankind,  thf! 
right  of  obeying  yourselves  only. 

You  have  a  country :  and  it  will  no  longer  be  a  land  of 
exile,  where  you  meet  none  but  tyrants  on  the  one  hand,  an^ 
companions  in  misfortune  on  the  other  5  the  former  distribut- 
ing, and  the  latter  receiving,  coiitempt  and  outrage.  The 
groans  of  your  afliictions  were  punished  as  the  clamours  of  re- 
bellion ;  and  situated  between  the  uplifted  poinard,  and  certaia 
death,  those  unhappy  countries  were  often  mqistened  with 
your  tears,  and  sometimes  stained  with  your  blood. 

You  have  a  country  :  and  happines§  will  shine  on  the  seat  of 
your  nativity*  You  will  now  enjoy  in  peace  the  fruits  of  the 
fields  which  you  have  cultivated  without  compulsion.  Then 
will  be  filled  up  that  interval,  which,  placing  «t  an  immense 
distance  from  each  other,  the  children  pf  the  same  father,  ha» 
suppressed  the  voice  pf  nature,  and  broke  the  bands  of  frater- 
nity a§ujider.  Then  will  the  chaste  eiyoy.ments  of  conjugal 
union  take  place  ^of  those  vile  sallies  of  de^au^^,  by  whifih 
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^  VU^'  ^^  majesty  of  moral  sentimfeiit  lias  been  insulted.  By  wha( 
strange  perversion  of  reason  can  it  be  deemed  disgraceful  in  a 
^hite  man  to  marry  a  black  or  mulatto  woman,  when  it  is  not 
thought  dishonourable  in  him  to  be  connected  with  her  in  the 
most  licentious  familiarity ! 

The  less  real  worth  a  man  possesses,  the  more  he  seeks  to 
avail  himself  of  the  appearances  of  virtue.  What  can  be  more 
absurd  than  to  make  the  merit  of  a  person  to  consist  in  differ-^^ 
ent  shades  of  the  skin,  or  in  a  complexion  more  or  less  sallow  } 
The  man  who  thinks  at  all  must  sometimes  blush  at  being  a 
man,  when  he  sees  his  fellow-creatures  blinded  by  such  ri^dicu- 
lous  prejudices ;  but  as  unfortunately  pride  is  one  of  those  fail- 
ings we  most  unwillingly  part  with,  the  empire  of  prejudice  is 
the  most  difficult  to  subvert :  man  appears  to  be  imable  to  ar- 
rive at  truth,  until  he  has  exhausted  his  strength  in  travelling 
through  the  different  paths  of  error. 

This  prejudice  against  the  mulattoes  and  negroes  has  how- 
ever no  existence  in  our  Eastern  colonies.  Nothing  can  be 
more  affecting  than  the  eulogium  made  on  the  people  of  coloviT 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  world,  in  the  instructions 
.  given  by  them,  to  those  they  have  appointed  their  deputies  to 
the  national  assembly.  The  members  of  the  academy  of  scien- 
ces pridcf  themselves  in  reckoning  a  mulatto  of  the  Isle  of  France 
in  the  number  of  their  correspondents.  Among  ourselves,  a 
worthy  negro  is  a  superior  officer  of  the  district  of  St.  Hypa- 
lile,  in  the  department  of  Gard.  We  do  not  cbnceive  that  a 
difference  of  colour  can  be  the  foundation  of  different  rights 
among  members  of  the  same  political  society.  It  is  therefore 
tve  findi  no  such  despicable  pride  among  our  brave  national 
guards,  who  offer  themselves  to  embark  for  the  West  Indies  to 
^  insure  thjB  execution  of  our  decrees.  Perfectly  concuixing  ifi 
the  laudable  sentiments  manifested  by  the  mhabitants  of  Bour- 
deaux,  they  acknowledge  with  them,  that  the  decree  respecting 
the  people  of  colour,  framed  under  the^  auspices  of  prudence 
and  wisdom,  is  an  homage .  rendered  to  reason  and  ^stice^ 
While  the  deputies  from  the  colonies  have  endeavoured  to 
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cialunlniate  your  intentions,  and  those  of  the  mercantile  part  of  CHAP, 
the  nation,  the  conduct  of  those  deputies  is  perfectly  contra- 
dictory.  Ardently  soliciting  their  own  admission  among  us  at 
Versailles  5  swearing  with  us  in  the  Tennis  Court  not  to  sepa- 
rate from  us,  until  the  constitution  should  be  established ;  and 
then  declaring,  when  the  decree  of  the  15  th  of  May  wa* 
|)assed,  that  they  could  no  longer  continue  to  sit  with  us !  Thi* 
desertion  is  a  desertion  of  their  principles,  and  a  breach  of  their 
solenm  oaths. 

All  those  white  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  who  are 
worthy  the  name  of  Frenchmen,  have  hastened  to  abjure  such 
ridiculous  prejudices,  and  HsLve  promised  to  regard  you  in 
futui^e  as  brothers  and  friends.  With  what  delightful  sensa- 
tions do  we  cite  the  words  of  the  citizens  of  Jacmei.  ^'  W^ 
'^  swear  to  obey,  witliout  reserve,  the  decrees  of  the  hatioiial 
'^  assembly  respecting  bur  present  and  fliture  constitution, 
*^  arid  even  Such  of  them  as  may  substantially  change  it!" 
The  citizeris  of  Port  au  Prince  tell  the  national  assembly  thes 
same  thing,  in  different  words.  '^  Condescend,  gentlemen,'* 
say  iLtiey,  "  to  receive  the  6ath  which  the  municipality  has 
*'  taken  tO  yoii,  in  the  name  of  the  commons  of  Port  au  Prince, 
^'  punctually  to  obey  and  execute  all  your  decrees,  and  nevei* 
*'  to  swerve  from  them  in  any  respect  whatsoever." 

Thus  has  philosophy  enlarged  its  horizon  in  the  ne^ 
world,  and  soon  will  absurd  prejudices  have  no  other  sup- 
porters than  a  few'  inferior  tyrants,  who  wish  to  perpetuate 
in  America,  the  reign  of  that  despotism  which  has  beea  abo- 
lished in  France. 

What  would  these  men  have  said,  if  the  people  of  colour 
had  endeavoured  to  deprive  the  whites  of  their  political  advan- 
tages ?  With  what  energy  would  they  not  have  exclaimed 
at  such  an  oppression  !  Inflamed  into  madness  at  finding  that 
your  rights  have  been  pointed  out  to  you,  their  in'itated  pride 
may  perhaps  lead  them  to,  make  every  effort  to  render  our  de-^ 
crees  ineflectual.  They  will  probably  endeavour  to  raise 
^uch  distarbanci^s,    as,   by   wresting  the  colonies  from   tlie 
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CHAP,  mother-coantry,  will  enable  them  to  defraud  their  creditors  o{ 
Vn.  their  ^  just  debts.  They  have  incessantly  alarmed  us  mth 
threats  that  St.  Domiago  will  be  lost,  if  justice  be  rendered 
to  you.  In  tliis  assertion  we  have  found  nothing  but  false-i 
hood :  we  please  ourselves  in  the  belief,  that  our  decree  will 
draw  the  bands  still  closer  which  unite  you  to  the  mother 
country •  Your  patriotism,  your  interest,  and  your  afFeclionSi 
will  concur  in  inducing  you  to  confiue  your  commercial  coiv 
nections  to  France  only  5  and  the  reciprocal  tributes  of  in- 
dustry will  establish  between  her  and  her  colonies  a  constant 
interchange  of  riches  and  good  offices.  If  you  act  unfeith- 
fully  towards  France,  you  will  be  the  basest  and  most  aban-* 
don6d  of  the  human  race.  But  no !  generous  citizens,  you 
will  not  become  traitors  to  your  country :  you  shudder  at  the! 
idea.  Rallied,  with  all  other  good  Frenchmen,  around  the 
standard  of  liberty,  you  will,  defend  our  glorious  constitution^ 
The  day  shall  arrive,  when  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  colour  will  cross  the  ocean  to  take  their  seats  with  us,  and 
swear  to  live  and  die  under  our  laws.  The  day  phall  arrive 
among  you  wlien  the  sun  will  shine  on  none  but  freemen ) 
when  the  rays  of  light  shall  no  longer  fall  on  tlie  fetters  of 
slavery.  It  is  true,  the  national  assembly  has  not  yet  raise4 
the  condition  of  the  enslaved  negroes  to  a  level  with  your 
situation  3  because  suddenly  granting  the  rights,  to  those  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  citizens,  niight  perhaps  have 
been  a  fatal  present  to  them ;  but  forget  not,  that  tliey,  like 
yourselves,  are  born  to  freedom  and  perfect  equality.  It  is  in 
the  irresistible  course  of  things  that  all  nations,  whose  liber^ 
has  been  invaded,  shall  recover  that  precious  portion  of  their 
indefeasible  inheritance ! 

You  are  accused  of  treating  your  slaves  much  worse  tha^i 
the  whites :  but,  alas !  so  various  have  been  the  detractions 
with  which  you  have  been  aspersed,  that  it  ^ould  be  weak- 
ness in  us  to  credit  the  charge.  If,  however,,  there  be  any 
foundation  for  what  has  been  advanced  on  this  -he^d,  so  con- 
duct yourselves  in  future  as  to  prove  it  will  be  a  shanjefril 
«8lttmny  hereafter. 
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YouHi  oppressors  have  heretofore  endeavoured  to  hide  from  cHAP. 
thek  ilaves  the  light  of  Christianity,  because  the  religion  of  ^^ 
mildness,  equality,  and  liberty,  suits  not  with  such  blood- 
thirsty men.  May  your  conduct  be  the  reverse  of  theirs- 
Universal  love  is  the  language  of  the  gospel  5  your  pastorg 
will  make  it  heard  among  you.  .Open  your  hearts  to  receive 
this  divinp  system  of  morality.  We  have  mitigated  your  mi«^ 
fortunes :  alleviate,  on  your  part,  those  of  the  unhappy  victims 
«f  avarice,  who  moisten  your  fields  with  their  sweat,  and 
often  with  their  tears.  Let  the  existence  of  your  slaves  be  no 
longer  their  torment  >  but  by  your  kind  treatment  of  them, 
'  expiate  the  crimes  of  Europe ! 

By  leading  them  on  progressively  to  liberty,  you  will  fulfil 
a  duty :  you  will  prepare  for  yourselves  the  most  comfortable 
reflections:  you  will  do  honour  to  humanity,  and  insure  the 
prosperity  of  the  colonies.  Such  will  be  your  conduct  to- 
wards your  brethren,  the  negroes  -,  but  what  ought  it  to  be 
towards  your  fathers,  tlie  whites  ?  Doubtless  you  will  be- 
permitted  to  shed  tears  over  the  ashes  of  Ferrand  de  Baudiere^ 
and  the  mifortunate  Og^,  assassinated  under  tlae  forms  of  law, 
and  dying  on  the  wheel  for  having  wished  to  be  free  I  But 
may  he  among  you  perish,  who  shall  dare  to  entertain  an 
idea  of  revenge  against  your  persecutors  I  They  are  already  de- 
livered over  to  the  stings  of  their  own  consciences,  and  covered 
with  eternal  infamy.  The  abhorrence  in  which  they  are 
held  by  the  present  race  of  mankind,  only  precedes  the  exe- 
cration of  posterity.  Bury  then  in  eternal  oblivion  every  sen- 
timent of  hatred,  and  taste  tlie  delicious  pleasure  of  conferring 
benefits  on  your  oppressors.  Repress  even  too  marked  ex- 
pressions of  your  joy,  which,  in  causing  them  to  reflect  on 
their  own  injustice  towards  you,  will  make  their  remorse  still 
more  pungent. 

Strictly  obedient  to  the  laws,  teach  your  children  to  re- 
spect them.  By  a  careful  education,  instruct  them  in  ali 
tlie  duties  of  morality :  so  shall  you  prepare  for  the  succeeding 
generation,  virtuous  citizens,  honourable  men,,  enlightened  pa- 
triots, and  defenders  of  their  country  I 
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CHAP.  How  win  their  hearts  be  affected  when^  conducUng  thenif  ta 
^II*  y^^^  shores,  you  direct  their  looks  towards  France,  telling 
them,  ''  beyond  those  seas  is  your  parent  country;  it  is  frontf 
*'  thence  we  hare  received  justice,  protection,  happiness,  and 
*'  libierty.  There  dwell  our  fellow-citizens,  our  brethren,  and 
'^  our  friends :  to  them  we  have  sworn  an  eternal  friendship. 
*'  Heirs  of  our  sentiments,  and  of  our  affections,  may  your 
*'  hearts  and  your  lips  repeat  our  oaths !  Live  to  love  them  / 
"  and>  if  necessary,  die  to  defend  them  V* 

Signed, 

GREGOIRi:. 

JParis,  8th  June,  l^gtt. 
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jRepeption  and  Proceedings  of  the  Civil  ComnUsr 
sjoners,  qnd  thfir  fieturn  tq  France — Nationc^ 
Deci^ee  of  the  ^th  of  April  n92r—^Appointm^ni 
of  a  new  Gonoernor  (Mpns,  Desparhes)  and  three 
other  Commissioners  ( Santhonax,  Polverel,  an4 
Ailhaud) — Tlieir  Embarkation  and  Arrival^ 
with  a  select  Body  of  Trqaps- — Their  violent 
Proceedings 'rr  Appointment,  by.  the  Executive 
Cotmcilj  of  M.  Galbaud  as  Chief  Governor,  in 
the  Boom  of  jPesparbes^ — His  Arrival,  andDis^ 
putes  with  the  Cqmmissiqners — Both  Parties 
proceed  to  hostilities— Tlie  revolted  Negroes  call- 
ed in  to  the  Assistance  of  the  Commissioners — 
A  general  Massacre  of  the  White  JifJiabitants, 
fin4  Cqnflagration  of  the  Town  of  Cape  Francois. 

THE  civil  commissioners  who  were  to  restore  chap. 
peace  and  subordination  in  St.  Domingo,  and  ^^^Z^I^j 
l^ho^e  arrival  there  was  noticed  in  the  last  Chapter^  January 
were  nfimed  Mirbeck,  Roome^  and  St,  Ijeger. 
Mirbeck  and  Roome  had  formerlj^  been  known  as 
advocates  in  the  p^rliamiepts  of  Paris;  and  St. 
Leger,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  had  pi^actised 
many  ye^rs  in  France  as  a  surgeon.  Although 
the  confusion  of  the  times  had  elevated  these  men 
to  power,  qot  one  of  them  was  distinguished  for 
extraordinary  abilities,  and  their  rank  in  life  was 
not  such  as  to  command  any  great  degree  of  cour 
sidcration  from  the  planters.     They  we/e  receive4 

however^ 
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^vTii^'  however,  from  respect  to  their  appointment,  witli 
u-'-^^^'*^  politeness  and  submission,  both  by  the  gover- 
^'^^^'  nor  and  the  inhabitants.  Military  honours  were 
shewn  them,  and  they  were  led  in  publick  proces- 
sion to  the  cathedral,  where  the  blessing  of  the 
Almighty  was  devoutly  implored  for  success  to 
their  mission. 

Their  first  proceeding,  after  announcing  the 
new  constitution  and  form  of  government  for  the 
mother-country,  as  confirmed  by  the  king,  was  to 
publish  the  decree  of  the  24th  of  September  1791^ 
by  which  the  fatal  decree  of  the  15th  of  May  was 
annulled.  So  far  all  was  well :  but  a  few  days 
afterwards  they  took  upon  them  to  proclaim  a  ge- 
neral amnesty  and  pardon  to  such  people,  of  all 
descriptions,  as  should  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
come  in,  within  a  certain  prescribed  time,  and 
take  the  oaths  required  by  the  new  constitution* 
This  measure  lost  them  the  confidence  of  all  the 
white  inhabitants  :  a  general  amnesty  to  the  men 
of  colour  and  revolted  slaves,  was  considered  as 
a  justification  of  the  most  horrible  enormities, 
and  as  holding  out  a  dangerous  example  to  such 
of  the  negroes  as  preserved  their  fidelity ;  and  it 
lost  its  effect  on  the  mulattoes,  by  being  accom- 
panied with  a  repeal  of  their  favourite  decree* 
With  what  contempt  and  indignity  it  was  received 
by  the  latter,  the  following  circumstance  will  de- 
monstrate* At  Petit  Goave,  the  mulattoes  were 
masters,  ajid  held  in  closp  confinement  thirty-four 
white  persons  whom  they  reserved  for  vengeance. 
On  the  publication  of  this  amnesty,  they  led 
them  to  execution :  but  instead  of  putting  them 

to 
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to  Immediate  deatb,  they  caused  each  of  them  to  ^y^* 
be  broken  alive ;  and  in  the  midst  of  their  tor- 
tures, read  to  them^  'in  a  strain  of  diabolical 
mockery,  the  proclamation  aloud ;  affecting  to 
consider  it  as  a  pardon  for  the  cruelties  they  had 
Just  committed. 

The  unlimited  and  indefinite  authority  which 
the  commissioners  Seemed  to  claim,  alarmed  the 
colonial  assembly,  who  desired  to  be  informed  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  powers.  To  this 
te quest  no  satisfactory  answer  being  given,  the 
commissioners  lost  ground  in  the  publick  opinion 
daily ;  and  their  personal  conduct,  as  individuals, 
contributed  by  no  means  to  acquire  them  respect. 
Mif  beck  spent  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  in  thd 
practice  of  low  debauchery,  giving  indulgence  td 
his  vicious  propensities  without  restraint  or  de- 
cency. St.  Leger  considered  his  appointment  as 
an  authority  to  exact  money,  in  which  he  was  little 
scrupulous,  and  laid  the  few  mulatto  people  who 
remained  faithful,  under  a  most  unmerciful  contri- 
bution. Roome  alone  conducted  himself  without 
jreproach  :  he  was  a  well'-meaning  inoffensive  man, 
and  attempted,  though  without  effect,  to  act  the 
part  of  a  mediator  between  the  different  factions 
\vhich  desolated  the  country.  This  praise  at  least 
W9S  givenhim — tliatifhedidnogood,  hedidno  harm. 

After  a  short  stay  at  Cape  Francois,  the  com- 
missioners visited  other  parts  of  the  colony ;  but 
finding  themselves  every  wjiere  very  lightly  re- 
garded, and  having  no  troops  t6  support  their  au- 
thority, they  returned  separately  to  France  in  the 
^lonths  of  March  and  April. 

T:aoops 
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.CTiAR  Troops  howcTer,  as  I  have  observed,  had  ar-=r 
v^Pv-^  rived  from  France  to  the  number  in  the  whole  of 
^^^^  about  four  thousand ;  bi^t,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  they  manifested  very  little  obedience  either 
t^othe  civil  commissioners,  or  the  governor  of  the 
colony  ;  yet  they  served  as  a  check  to  the  revolt- 
pxSf  who  would  otherwise,  in  all  probabilitj^  be- 
fore this  time^  have  become  masters  both  of  Cape 
^rauQois  and  Port  au  Prince.  In  the  Northern 
province,  the  rebel  negroes  indeed  wer^  supposed 
to  be  considerably  reduced  by  disease  and  famine. 
Having  destroyed  all  the  provision  grounds,  and 
devoured  the  cattle  of  all  kinds  oi^  the  plain  of  the 
Cape,  they  had  now  taken  possession  of  the  surr 
rounding  inountainous  districts,  and  were  com- 
pelled  by  their  chief  leader,  Jean  Francois,  a  ne-r 
gro  of  great  sagacity,  to  plant  provisions  for  their 
future  subsistence ;  a  measure  which  has  kept  the 
flames  of  rebellion  alive  to  the  present  hour. 

In  the  meantime,  the  state  of  publick  affairs  iij 
the  mother-country  was  tending  to  a  grej^t  q,n4 
ominous  change.  Ever  since  the  flight  and  seir 
zure  of  their  unhappy  king,  in  the  month  of  June 
1791,  the  faction  was  hourly  increasing  in  num- 
bers which  was  soon  to  lay  the  kingdom  in  ruins^ 
and  bring  the  monarch  himself  to  the  scaffold,* 
The  Jacobin  party,  headed  by  a  blood-thirsty 
triumvirate  (a),  were  becoming  ^,11-powerful ; 
and  the  society  of  Amu  des  Noirs  had  once  more 
acquired  a  fatal  ascendancy  in  the  legislative 
body.  On  the  1^9th  of  February,  one  of  them^ 
panjied  Garan  de  Coulon,  ^fter  a  long  and  inflam- 

(fl)  DantoD,  Robespierre;  and  M^rat. 
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rtiatory  harangire  against  the  planters  in  generaL    chap. 
proposed  the  form  of  a  decree  for  abrogating  that  s— y^ 
of  the  24th  of  September ;  declaring  a  general  am-     i^^^, 
nesty  throughout  all  the  French  colonies;  and 
enacting,  that  new  colonial  assemblies  should  be 
formed,  which  should  transmit  their  sentiments 
not  only  on  the  subject  of  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  the  colonies,  but  also  on  the  best  method 
9f  effecting  the  abolition  of  negro  slavery  in  toto. 
Frantick  as  the  new  legislature  (bj  had  shewn 
itself  on  many  occasions  since  its  first  meeting,  a 
majority  could  hot  at  this  time  be  f6und  to  vote 
for  so  senseless  and  extravagant  a  proposition : 
but  in  about  two  months  afterwards,  this  assembly 
passed  the  famous  decree  of  the  4th  of  April  1792, 
of  which  it  is  necessary  the  reader  should  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  at  large ;  and  it  is  conceived 
in  the  words  following : 

^'  The  national  assembly  acknowledges  and  de- 
*  clares,  that  the  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes 
in  the  colonies  ought  to  enjoy  an  equality  of  po- 
litical rights  with  the  whites ;  in  consequence  of  i 
which  it  decrees  as  follows  : 

Article  1st.  Immediately  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  present  decree,  the  inhabitants  of  each 
of  the  French  colonies  in  the  Windward  and  Lee- 
ward Islands,  shall  proceed  to  the  re-election  of 
colonial  and  parochial  assemblies,  after  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  March 

(hj  The  former  assembly  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
the  CQnstituent  Assembly.  The  new  one  met  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober 1791 /and  called  itself  tlie  First  Legislative  Assembly, 
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(jHAP.  1790,  and  4:he  instructions  of  the.  national  assenr- 
v,>-v-^  blj  of  the  28th  of  the  same  month. 
1792.  2(i.  The  people  of  colour  and  free  negroes 
shall  be  admitted  to  vo(e  in  all  the  primary  and 
electoral  assemblies:,  and  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
legislature  and  all  places  of  trust,  provided  they 
possess  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  the  4th 
article  of  the  aforesaid  instructions. 

3d.  Threet  civil  commissioners  shall  be  named 
for  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  four  for  the 
islands  of  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  St.  Lucia,  and 
Tobago,  to  see  this  decree  enforced. 

4th.  The  said  commissioners  shall  be  autho- 
rized to  dissolve  the  present  colonial  assemblies; 
to  take  every  measure  necessary  for  accelerating 
the  convocation  of  the  primary  and  electoral  as- 
semblies, and  therein  to  establish  union,  order, 
and  peace:  as  well  as  to  determine  provisionally 
( reserving  the  power  of  appeal  to  the  national 
assembly)  upon  every  question  which  may  arise 
concerning  the  regularity  of  convocations,  the 
holding  of  assemblies,  the  form  of  elections,  and 
the  eligibility  of  citizens. 

5th.  They  are  also  authorrzed  ta  procure 
every  information  possible,  in  order  to  discover 
the  authors  of  the  troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  and 
the  continuance  thereof,  if  they  still  continue  ; 
to  secure  the  persons  of  the  guilty,  and  to  send 
them  over  to  France,  there  to  be  put  in  a  state  of 
^  accusation,  &c. 

6th.  The  said  cjivil  commissioners  shall  be  di- 
rected for  this  purpose  to  transmit  to  the  national 
assemblyjiiinutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  of  the 
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feviilence  th^y  may  have  collected  concerning  the    chap. 
persons  accused  as  aforesaid.  Ui-^r^^ 

7tb.  The  national  assembly  authorizes  the  civil  ^^^* 
toinmissioners  to  call  forth  the  publick  force 
whenever  they  may  think  it  necessary,  either  for 
their  own  protection,  or  for  the  execution  of  such 
orders  as  they  may  issue  by  virtue  of  the  preced- 
ing articles: 

8th.  The  executive  power  is  directed  to  send  a , 
sufficient  force  to  the  colonies,  to  be  composed: 
chiefly  of  national  guards.  ,  .  . 

9th.  The  colonial  assemblies^  immediately  after 
their  formation,  shall  signify,  in  the  name  of  each* 
colony  respectively,  their  sentiments  respecting; 
that  constitution,  those  laws,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  thera^  which  will  best  promote  the  prospe- 
rity and  happiness  of  the  people ;  conforming 
themselves  nevertheless  to  those  general  principles 
by  which  the  colonies  and  mother-country  ard 
connected  together^  and  by  which  their  respective 
interests  are  best  secured,  agreeably  to  the  decreed 
of  the  8th  of  March  1790i  and  instructions  of  the 
S8th  of  the  same  month. 

lOih.  I'he  colonial  assemblies  are  Authorized  to 
Send  home  delegates  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article,  in  numbers  proportionate 
to  the  population  of  each  colony;  which- propor- 
tion shall  be  forthwith  determined  by  the  national 
assembly,  according  to  the  report  which  its  colo- 
nial committee  is  directed  to  mstke. 

1 1th.  Former  decrees  respecting  the  colonies 
shall  be  in  force  in  every  thing  not  contrary  to  the 
present  decree.' 

I  a  It 
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^vm'  '^  ™^y  ^^  supposed  that  the  men  who  (rejcct- 
^  ing  all  pretensions  to  consistency^  aiid  despising 
the  lessons  of  experience)  first  proposed  this  de- 
cree, and  finally  prevailed  in  carrying  it  through 
the  legislative  assembly,  had  duly  considered  of 
the  means  for  ensuring  its  execution  in  the  colonies, 
and  vrere  provided  with  fit  instruments  for  that 
purpose.  The  new  commissioners  nominated  for 
St.  Domingo  were  Messrs.  Santhonax,  Polverel, 
and  Ailhaud,  all  of  them  among  the  most  violent 
of  the  Jacobin  faction ;  and  it  was  resolved  to 
furnish  them  with  such  a  force  as  ( if  properly 
employed)  would,  it  was  alleged,  not  only  esta- 
blish their  authority,  but  put  a  speedy  end  to 
all  the  disturbances  which  had  so  long  afflicted 
and  desolated  the  colony.  Six  thousand  men, 
selected  with  great  circumspection,  from  the  na- 
tional guards,  with  officers  whose  principles  were 
well  known  to  their  employers,  were  accordingly 
ordered  to  embark  forthwith  for  St.  Domingo. 
M.  Blanchelande,  the  governor-general,  was  re- 
called, and  a  new  commission  of  commander  in 
chief  given  to  a  Mons.  Desparbes. 

Thus  appointed  and  provided,  the  civil  com- 
missioners and  the  new  governor,  accompanied  by 
a  fleet  of  thirty  transports,  took  their  /departure 
from  France  in  the  month  of  July,  probably  in 
much  the  same  disposition  of  mind  towards  the 
colonists,  as  was  mahifested  by  the  Duke  D'Alva 
and  his  Spanish  and  Italian  troops  in  1568,  to- 
wards the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries.  In- 
flamed like  them  with  a  spirit  of  avarice,  fanati- 
cism, and  revenge,  they  meditated  on  nothing  but 

ou 
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tion ;  on  schemes  of  mischief  and  projects  of  ven- 
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geance. 

They  landed\at  Cape  Francois  on  the  13th  of 
September^  and  finding  M.  Blanchelande  at  great 
variance  with  the  colonial  assembly^  the  commis- 
sioners took  the  shortest  course  possible  to  termi- 
nate the  dispute^  by  forthwith  dissolving  the  as* 
sembly  and  sending  the  unfortunate  Blanchelande 
a  state  prisoner  to  France^  where^,  as  to  be  accused 
\yas  to  be  condemned^  he  soon  afterwards  perishr 
ed  by  th^  guillotine  (cj, 

DismaV  and  terror  now  prevailed  throughout 
the  colony.  Delegates  were  sent  to  the  civil  com- 
missioners from  all  quarters^  to  demand  an  expo-* 
sure  and  explanation  of  their  views  and  intentions* 
Suspicions  were  already  gone  forth  concerning  the 
project,  which  the  commissioners  afterwards  avow'- 
ed,  of  declaring  a  general  emancipation  of  th^ 
negro  slaves  ;  and  all  parties,  as  well  among  the 
republicans  as  the  royalists,  concurred  on  this  oc- 
casion in  reprobating  the  folly  and  iniquity  of  the 
measure.  So  general  was  the  clamour  on  this  ac- 
count, that  if  a  firm  and  extensive  coalition  of 
interests  among  the  planters  could  at  this  time 
have  been  effected,  it  is  probable  the  commissioner^ 
might  have  found  that  all  the  force  they  had 
brought  with  them  would  have  proved  insufllcient 
for  the  purposes  which  they  meditated.  Dissi- 
mulation therefore  \Vas  thought  necessary  for  th^ 
present     They  declared  (and  confirmed  the  de- 

(cj  7tb  April  1793, 
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CHAP,  claration  with  the  solemnity  of  an  oatii)  that  they 
O^.^^.-^  had  no  wish  nor  intention  to  make  any  change  in 
?792.  the  system  of  colonial  government  concerning  the 
slaves ;  *  avowing  the  fullest  conviction  that  the 
emancipation  of  those  people,  under  the  then 
existing  circumstances^  was  impracticaMe.r— Their 
views,  they  said,  extended  no  farther  than  to  seb 
the  decree  of  the  4th  of  April,  in  favour  of  the 
free  people  of  colour^  properly  enforced ;  to^  re^ 
di^ce  the  slaves  in  rebellion  to  obedience,  and  to 
settle  the  future  governjnent  and  tranquillity  of 
the  colony  on  a  solid  and  permanent  foundation. 

These  and  similar  declarations  sileftced,  though 
they  did  not  satisfy,  the  white  inhabitants  ;  who 
Boon  perceived,  with  unavailing  indignation,  that 
the  commissioners  held  secret  cpmmunications  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  mulattoes  in  all  parts  of  the 
colony.  By  the  co-operation  of  those  people,  the 
commissioners  soon  found  theii^  strength  sufficient 
to  avow  themselves  openly  the  patrons  and  pro- 
tectors of  the  whole  body  of  the  free  negix)es  and 
tnulattoes :  and  they  now  made  no  scruple  of 
seizing  the  persons  and  effects  of  all  such  of  the 
whites  as  opposed  their  projects ;  sending  gieat 
numbers  of  them*  in  a  state  of  arrest  to  Europe, 
to  answer  before  the  national  assembly  to  the  ^c-: 
cusations  which  they  pretended  to  transmit  against 
them.  Among  the  persons  thus  imprisoned  and 
transported  to  France,  were  comprehended  the 
polonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  many  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Cape  regiment. 

The  white  inhabitants  now  called  aloud  for  the 
elpc^ion  of  a  new^  colonial  assembly,  and  hoped 
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tliat  the  necessity  of  levjing  taxes  would  induce    chap. 
the  commissioners  to  issue  ordef s  for  that  purpose ;   ^^..^ 
but  instead  of  complying  with  the  publick  re-     i"92» 
quest,  they  substituted  what  was  called  une  com- 
mission intermediaire/hy  nominating  twelve  per- 
sons, six  of  whom  had  been  members  of  the  last 
assembly,  to  act  as  a  sort  of  legislative  council : 
the  other  six  were  mulattoes.     To  this  mDtley 
board,  the  commissioners  delegated  authority  to 
f aise  money  from  the  inhabitants ;  reserving  to 
themselves,  however,  the  right  of  appropriating 
end  expending  it^  as  they  alone   should  think 
proper. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  new  governor  (Desparbes) 
began  to  manifest  some  signs  of  dissatisfaction  and 
impatience.  He  complained  that  he  was  consi- 
dered as  a  mere,  cypher  in  the  government,  or  ra- 
ther as  an  instrument  in  the  commissioners'  hands. 
His  complaints  were  answered  by  a  resolution  to 
arrest  his  pierson;  and  he  avoided  the  fate  of  his 
predecessor,  Mons .  Blanchelande^  only  by  a  speedy 
flight  from  the  colony. 

Two  members  out  of  the  «ix  whites  tliat  com- 
posed a  moiety  of  the  commission  intermediaire, 
met  with  similar  treatment.  They  ventured  to 
offer  their  opinion  on  a  measure  of  finance,  in  op- 
position to  that  of  M.  Santhonax.  The  commis- 
sioners commended  their  frankness,  and  M.  San- 
thonax invited  them  to  a  suppen  The  invitation 
was  accepted ;  but  at  the  hour  appoiiri^d,  ibey 
found  tfaeiBselves  surrounded  by  a  detachment  of 
the  military,  which  conveyed  them  to  very  sorry 

*      entertainment 
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^vm"'  entertainment  in  the  hold  of  a  ship^  and  there  left 
^>^v^^  them  as  state  prisoners  (dj. 

The  commissioners,  in  the  next  place,  fell  out 
among  themselves ;  and  Santhonax  and  Polverel 
determined  to  get  ^uit  of  their  associate  Ailhaud. 
Prudently  judging,  however,  that  the  publick  de- 
gradation of  one  of  their  own  body  would  reflect 
some  degree  of  ignominy  on  them  all,  they  prc- 
Buaded  him  to  be  content  with  a  proportion  of  the 
common  plunder,  and  silently  quit  the  country. 
Ailhaud  submitted  with  a  good  grace  to  what  he 
could  not  avoid. 

By  these,  and  other  means,  above  all  by  the 
practice  of  bestowing  largesses  on  the  troops,  and 
the  acquisition  of  a  desperate  band  of  auxiliaries, 
composed  of  some  of  the  revolted  slaves,  and  va- 
gabonds of  all  colours  and  descriptions,  mostly 
collected  from  the  jails,  Santhonax  and  Polverel, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1793,  found  them- 
selves absolute  masters  of  the  colony.  The  lives 
and  properties  of  all  the  white  inhabitants  lay  at 
their  mercy,  and  the  dreadful  scenes  which  wer^ 
lit  that  time  passing  in  the  mother-country,  en- 
abled these  men  to  prosecute  their  pl^rposes,  and 
gratify  their  vindictive  and  avaricious  passions, 
without  notice  or  controul  from  any  superior. 

fdj  To  o|ic  of  tb^sp  gentlemen  I  am  indebted  for  more  va* 
luable  and  extensive  information  than  I  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect through  any  ot^er  channel.  In  his  voyage  to  Europe,  the 
f  hip  in  which  he  was  confined  was  (fortunately  for  him)  cap* 
tured  byan  English  frigate,  which  brought  him  to  England^ 
vliere  I  had  the  happiness  to  render  hijn  some  acceptable  service. 
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But  tbc  tragedy  which  was  acting  in  France,  ^^Jj^* 
was  no  sooner  brought  to  its  catastrophe,  bj  the  foul  v^^v-i^-r 
murder  t)f  their  amiable  and  unoffending  sovereign,  ^^^^^ 
and  war  declared  against  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
land, than  the  persons  who  composed  what  was 
called  the  executive  council,  thought  it  necessary 
to  pay  some  little  attention  to  the  safety  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. Not  having  however  leisure  or  inclination 
to  enter  into  a  full  investigation  of  the  complaints 
received  from  thence,  they  declined  to  revoke  the 
powers  exercised  by  th^  civil  commissioners,  and 
contented  themselves  with  appointing  a  new  go- 
vernor, in  the  room  of  M.  Desparbes.  Their 
choice  fell  on  Mons.  Galbaud,  an  officer  of  artil- 
lery, and  a  man  of  fair  character,  whom  they  di- 
rected to  embark  for  his  new  government  without 
delay,  in  one  of  the  national  frigates,  and  put  the 
colony  into  the  best  state  of  defence  against  a  fo- 
reign enemy. 

Galbaud,  with  his  suite  of  attendants,  landed 
at  Cape  Francois  on  the  7th  of  May  1793,  to  the 
great  joy  of  the  white  inhabitants.  At  that  periodj 
the  civil  commissioners,  with  most  of  their  troops, 
were  employed  in  the  Western  province,  endea- 
vouring to  quell  an  insurrection  there  which  their 
tyranny  had  created;  so  that  Galbaud  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations  and  submission  by  the 
municipality  of  the  town  of  the  Cape ;  to  whose 
place  of  meeting  he  repaired  with  his  attendants, 
took  the  necessary  oaths,  and  entered  on  his  go- 
vernment without  opposition.  He  declared,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  was  not  dependent  on  the 
civil  commissioners,  nor  bound  to  execute,  at  all 
CKvents^  their  proclamations. 
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CHAP.  A  VERY  quick  interchange  of  letters  took  place 
^^r^y^  between  the  new  governor  and  the  commissioners. 
1793.  jj^  desired  them  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
Cape^  that  he  might  communicate  the  instructions 
he  had  received  from  the  executive  council.  Hiey 
answered  that  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to  them ; 
ihatthey  bad  seen  no  decree  of  the  national  con- 
vention by  which  they  themselves  were  super- 
seded, and  that  being  vested  with  authority  to 
suspend  or  appoint  a  governor,  as  they  alone 
might  think  proper,  he  could  only  be  considered 
as  an  agent  subordinate  to  themselves : — They 
added,  that  they  w^ere  then  assembling  an  army  to 
suppress  a  rebellion  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood of  Port  au  Prince;  but  as  soon  as  that 
business  was  at  an  end,  they  would  repair  to  the 
Cape,  and  examine  into  the  validity  of  his  preten- 
sions. 

On  the  10th  of  June  the  civil  commissioners, 
having  reduced  Port  au  Prince  and  Jacmel,  ar- 
rived at  the  Cape.  The  streets  were  lined  with 
"troops,  and  they  were  received  by  Galbaud  with 
attention  and  jespect.  A  very  serious  altercation 
however  immediately  took  place  between  them, 
highly  disadvantageous  to  the  governor.  There 
existed,  it  seems,  a  decree  of  the  ancient  govern* 
ment,  unrepealed  by  the  national  assembly, 
enacting  that  no  proprietor  of  an  estate  in  the 
West  Indies  should  hold  the  government  of  a 
colony  wherein  his  estate  was  situated,  and  M. 
Galbaud  was  possessed  of  a  coffee-plantation  in 
St.  Domingo.  When  therefore  he  was  asked  why 
he  had  not  acquaiutcd  the  executive  council  with 
8       ^  ,  <%. 
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"thfe  circumstance^  he  was  utterly  disconcerted   chaf. 
and  had  no  reply  to  make.  ^^-^-v-^ 

On  the  13th^  the  commissioners  ordered  M.  ^^^^' 
Galbaud  to  embark  forthwith  on  board  the  sloop 
of  war  La  Normande,  and  return  to  France.  At 
the  same  time  they  sent  instructions  to  Moos,  de 
la  Salle,  whom  they  had  left  comtnandant  at  Port 
au  PrincC;,  to  repair  to  the  Cape  and  receive  from 
them,  in  the  name  of  the  French  rqpublick,  the 
command  of  the  oolony. 

The  seven  foUcJwing  days  ^ere  spent  on  hotli' 
sides  in  intrigues,  and  preparations  for  hostilities. 
Galbaud's  brother,  a  man  of  spirit  and  enterprize^ 
had  collected  from  among  the  inhabitants,  the 
Cape  militia,  and  the  seamen  in  the  harbour,  a 
strong  party  to  support  the  governor's  authority. 
On  the  20th,  the  two  brothers  ianded  at  the  head 
of  one  thousand  two  hundred  sailors,  and  being 
joined  by  a  considerable  body  of  volunteers,  im- 
mediately marched  in  array  towards  the  govern- 
ment house,  in  which  the  commissioners  were 
stationed.  The  latter  were  defended  by  the 
people  of  colour,  a  body  of  regulars,  and  one 
piece  of  cannon.  The  Conflict  was  fierce  and 
bloody.  The  volunteers  manifested  great  firm- 
ness, but  the  seamen  getting  possession  of  a  wine 
pellar,  soon  became  intoxicated  and  ungovern- 
fible ;  and  the  column  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the 
royal  arsenal,  where  they  remained  the  ensuing 
night  unmolested. 

The  next  morning  many  skirmishes  took  place 
|n  the  streets,  with  various  sucxess,  in  one  of  which 
(jralbaud's  brother  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  com- 
missioners' 
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CHAP,  missioners'  troops;  and  in  another,  the  seamen 
that  were  6ghtiug  on  the  part  of  Galbaud  made 
captive  Polverel's  son  ;  and  now  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  occurred.  The  governor  sent  a  flag 
proposing  that  his  brother  might  be  exchanged 
for  the  commissioner's  son ;  but  Polverel  rejected 
the  proposal  with  indignation  ;  declaring  in 
answer,  that  his  son  knew  his  duty,  and  was  p^e- 
pared  to  die  in  the  service  of  the  republick. 

But  a  scene  now  opens,  which,  if  it  docs  not 
obliterate,  exceeds  at  least,  aU  that  has  hitherto 
been  related  of  factious  anarchy,  and  savage 
cruelty,  in  this  unfortunate  colony.  On  the  first 
approach  of  Galbaud  with  so  large  a  body  of 
seamen,  the  commissioners  dispatched  agents  to 
call  in  to  their  assistance  the  revolted  negroes ; 
offering  them  an  unconditional  pardon  for  past 
offences,  perfect  freedom  in  future,  and  the 
plunder  of  the  city.  The  rebel  generals  Jean 
Francois  and  Biassou,  rejected  their  oflers;  but 
on  the  2lst,  about  noon  (just  after  that  Galbaud 
and  most  of  his  adherents,  finding  their  cause 
hopeless,  had  retired  to  the i ships)  a  negro  chief 
called  Macaya,  with  upwards  of  three  thousand 
of  the  revolted  slaves,  entered  the  town,  and  began 
an  universal  and  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  men, 
women,  and  children.  The" white  inhabitants  fled 
from  all  quarters  to  the  sea-side,  in  hopes  of  find- 
ing shelter  with  the  governor  cm  board  the  ships 
in  the  harbour;  but  a  body  of  the  mulattoes  cut  off 
their  retreat,  and  a  horrid  butchery  ensued,  which 
continued  with  unremitting  fury  from  the  21  st, 
to  the  evening  of  the  23d;  when  the  savages, 

having 
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havinff  murdered  all  the  white  inhabitants  that    chap, 

O  ,  VTTT 

fell  in  their  way^  set  fire  to  the  buildings ;  and 
more  than  half  the  city  was  consumed  by  the 
flames.  The  commissioners  themselves,  either 
terrified  at  beholding  the  lamentable  and  exten- 
sive mischief  which  they  had  occasioned,  or  afraid 
to  trust  their  persons  with  their  rebel  allies, 
sought  protection  under  cover  of  a  ship  of  the 
Jine.  The  proclamations  which  they  published 
from  time  to  time  in  palliation  of  their  conduct, 
manifest  a  consciousness  of  guilt  which  could  not 
be  suppressed,  and  form  a  record  of  their  villai- 
nies, for  which  the  day  of  retribution  awaits,  but 
still  lingers  to  overtake  them  (f)  ! 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  once  flourishing  and 
beautiful  capital  of  St.  Domingo  ! — a  city  which, 
for  trade,  opulence,  and  magnificence,  was  un- 
doubtedly among  the  first  in  the  West  Indies, — 
perhaps  in  the  new  world :  and  here  I  shall  close 
for  the  present,  the  disgusting  detail  of  conspira- 
cies, rebellions,  crimes,  cruelties,  and  conflagra- 
tions (a  uniformity  of  horrors  !)  through  which 
the  nature  of  my  work  has  compelled  me  to 
travel ;— rejoicing  that  I  have  at  last 

Escap'd  the  Stygian  pool,  tho*  long  detained 
In  that  obscure  sojourn ;    ■     > 

Milton.. 

Cf)  When  this  was  written,  the  author  did  not  know  that 
Santhonax  alone  sur\ives.  Polverel  died  in  1794.  Santhonax 
has  lately  appeared  before  tlie  national  assembly,  and  been  pro- 
nounced guiltless  ! 

and 
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^vnf "    and  have  (he  pleasing  task  to  perform  of  retider- 


ing  due  homage  to  the  gallant  and  enterprizing 
^'^'  spirit  of  my  countrymen  in  their  nobler— but  alas  ! 
hitherto  unavailing — endeavours  to  restore  peace, 
subordination,  and  good  government  on  this 
theatre  of  anafchy  and  bloodshed;  JPrevious  to 
•which,  however,  it  will  be  a  relief  and  satisfac- 
tion to  the  reader  to  be  presented  with  a  picture 
or  state  of  the  colony,  as  it  existed  in  the  days  of 
its  prosperity  ;-^its  culture,  population^  and  pro- 
duce ;-^— its  growing  importance  and  commercial 
value.  Hitherto,  we  have  contemplated  nothing 
but  scenes  of  desolation. — We  shall  now  behold 
a  pleasing  contrast  in  the  blessings  of  regular  go- 
vernment :  due  subordination,  social  order,  ex- 
tensive commerce,  peaceful  industry^  increasing' 
cultivation^  smiling  plenty,  and  general  happH 
ness!  The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  con-^ 
templation  of  scenes  so  different  in  their  naturci 
are  of  importance  to  all  mankind. 


The  Account  given  above  of  the  Destruction  of  tM 
City  of  Cape  Francois,  was  dravm  up  with  a$ 
much  Caution  as  the  Case  s^emetf  to  require,  fpom 
Information  transmitted  to  the  Author  69  Per- 
^ons  in  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo,  some  of 
whom  differed  in  many  essential  circumstances^ 
from  others.  He  had  qfterwards  an  Opportu-- 
nity  of  conversing  personally  on  th^  Sultject  milL 
a  Gentleman  of  St.  Domingo,  on  whose  vei^acity 

and 
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and  Honour  lie  could  place  tlie  fuUcst  Depend"   chap, 
ance^  by  whom  he  was  favoured  with  ike  fol- 
loxving  Notes  or  Memoranda  in  Writing,  which 
lie  thinks  best  to  lay  before  his.  Readers  verbatim. 


NOTES  SUB  L  EVENEMENT  DU  CAP. 

LE  General  Galbaud  ayoit  mand6  au  Cap  les  com- 
imssaires  Santhonax  et  Polverel,  de  la  maniere  la  plus  impe- 
rieuse  5  les  commissaires  se  sont  determines  a  s'y  rendre  par 
terre  de  S.  Marc,  d*oil  ils  sont  partis  ie  8  Juin,  accompagnes  de 
400  mul^tres  et  200  blancs,  et  compris  leurs  coupe  tete  les 
dragons  d'OrJeans.  Ils  ont  fait  leur  entr6e  au  Cap  d'une  ma- 
niere assez  audacieuse  pour  en  im poser. 

Galbaud  avait  deja  indispose  les  habitans  du  Capparune 
addresse,  ou  proclamation,  qui  ordonnait  une  contribution  de 
450  mille  livres,  dont  la  perception  a  etc  faite  de  la  fa^on  la 
plus  violente,  et  qui  tenait  plus  dw  pillage  que  d'une  contribu- 
tion. 

Le  General  Galbaud  n'avait  fait  aucune  dispositions  pour 
se  preserver  des  resolutions  et  des  entreprises  des  commissaires, 
qui  entrerent  cependant  d'une  maniere  mena^ante. 

A  LA  premiere  entreviie  des  General  Galbaud  et  des  com- 
missaires, en  la  maison  de  la  commission  (le  gouvemement) 
apres  les  premiers  compliments,  il  y  eut  explication  sur  le^ 
pouvoirs  du  general  5  les  <:ommissaire3  lui  oposerent  un  decret, 
qui  deffendait  qu'aucun  proprietaire  dans  la  colonie  put  y  com-' 
mander  ni  y  avoir  d'autorite ;  et  accuserent  M.  Galbaud  d'a>x)ir 
dissimule  au  conseil  executif  qu*il  avait  des  proprietes. 

Pendant  ce  demele,  qui  dura  pr^s  de  deux  jours,  les  agents 
des  commissaires  preparaient  les  esprits  a  les  laisser  faire,  et  a  ne 
point  se  meler  de  la  discution,  dans  laquelle  Santbonax  prenait 
cependant  une  grande  preponderance. 

Galbaud,  voyant  que  personne  ne  s'empressait  a  le  soutenir, 
et  prevoyant  sans  doute  une  chute  humilia'nte,  demanda  aux 
commissaires  de  8*en  retoumer  en  France,  preferant  la  retraite,' 
a  des  pouvoirs  contestes  -,  ce  qui  lui  fut  accorde  sur  le  champ, 
«t  il  8'emb«qaa  le  H.  ^ 
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Lb  J  7  Oalband  r^unit  tous  les  raatelots  de  la  rade  et  ceux 
des  vaisseaox  de  guerre,  et  projette  de  descendre  a  la  ville'du 
Cap  5  il  fait  son  debarquement  le  18>  et  marche  au  gouveme* 
ment,  oCl  logeaient  les  commissaires,  qui  instruits  des  mouve- 
mens  de  Galbaud,  rferiirent  les  troupes  qui  leurs  etaient  de- 
vou6es,  et  particulierement  les  mulatres,  et  les  embusquerent 
derriere  les  murs  du  gouvemement,  dans  toutes  les  issiies,  sur 
les  terrasses,  &c.  Aussitot  que  les  matelots  furcnt  a  portee  de 
pistolet,  on  fit  des  d^charges,  qui  en  tuerent  et  blesserent  un 
grand  nombre,  neanmoins  les  mul&tres  furent  ebranles  deux  fois ; 
niais  le  desordre  dans  les  matelots  determina  le  General  Galbaud 
a  faire  sa  retraite  a  Tarsenal  5  \k,  il  fit  une  proclamation  pour 
inviter  les  bons  citoyens  a  se  reiinir  a  liH,  pour  cbasser  les  cora- 
nissaires,  qui  voulaient  usurper  le  gouvernemeut.  Des-Iors  les 
.  Gommissaires  r6iinirent  aux  mulatres  tous  les  ncgres  de  la  ville, 
qui  araient  deja  pris  parti  dans  Taction  en  assassinant  dans  la 
viUe  toutes  les  troupes  qui  leurs  avaient  servis  a  leilr  expedi- 
tion >  et  les  placerent  par  pelotons  a  chaque  coin  des  rues>  et  des 
qn*un  blanc  voulait  sortu:  de  chez  lui^  ou  paraissait  aux  fenetres, 
il  etait  fusill6. 

Pendant  ce  terns,  et  d^s  que  les  commissaires  eurent  appris 
les  mouvemens  de  Galbaud,  ils  avaient  depeche  des  expr^s  aux 
chefs  des  brigands,  pour  les  engager  a  venir  a  ieur  secours,  et 
leurs  ofiraient  le  pillage  de  la  ville. 

Le  19  Galbaud  capitule  ^  I'arsenal,  et  se  rend  abord :  il  y  en 
mis  en  6tat  d'arrestation,  ainsi  que  TAmiral  Cambis,  et  le  Contre- 
Amiral  Sercey,  qui  sont  depouillefl  de  Ieur  commandement. 

Unb  proclamation  des  commissaires  avait  pre^edamment  a 
cet  6venement,  mis  a  contribution  37  negociants,  ou  riches  par^ 
ticuliers,  pour  une  somme  de  6/5  mille  livres,  qui  parrait  avoir 
€ti  exig^e  et  payee  sur  I'heure.  Le  ip,  au  soir,  le  20,  le  21,  les 
brigands  entrent  de  toutes  parts  dans  la  ville  du  Cap,  ayant  a  Ieur 
t^te  leurs  chefs,  et  on  assure  que  M.  de  Grasse  s  y  est  trouve 
aussi.  Le  pillage,  les  massacres,  les  flammes  devieunent  ef- 
froyablesj  les  hommes,  les  femmes,  les  enfans,  sont  assassines, 
massacres,  et  ^prouvent  toutes  les  horreurs  imaginables.  lis  ont 
eu  ]a  barbarie  de  renfermer  et  de  bruler  dans  une  maisoa  plua 
de-300  personnes  toutes  vives. 

Les  malheureux  de  tout  sexe,  de  tout  ige,  qui  cherchaient  a 
se  sauver  en  gagnant  des  embarcations^  oiiala  uage,  etaient 
fugill6s  meme  dans  I'eau. 

6  Ii. 
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1l  parrait  que  dans  le  massatre  les  n6gres  ont  frapes  indis- 
tinctement  tous  les  partis,  blancs^  mul^tres,  et  que  les  blancs  se 
dont  deffehdus  centre  tous  avec  un  grand  acbarnement  j  ncan- 
moins  il  parrait  certain,  que  la  population  blanche  a  ete  entiere- 
ment  detruit^,  et  qu*il  n'a  pas  reste  un  seul  Wane  au  Cap  5  on 
estime^  que,  s*il  s'est  5auv6  12  a  1500  personnes  abord,  c'est 
plus  qu'on  n'ose  Tesperer. 

L6  convoi  est  sortie  du  Cap  le  23  pour  TAmerique,  la  ma- 
jeure partie  ayant  trcs  peu  de  rivres,  tr^s  peu  d*eau,  et  plusieurs 
sans  etre  pr6pares  a  ce  voyage,  sans  mats  ni  voilles,  &  cq\i%  qui 
ont  regu  les  malheureux  qui  se  sont  sauves  abord,  n'y  auront 
trouveaucune  subsistanc©, 

La  ville  incendiee,  d6truite,  ses  habitans  massacres,  on  assure 
qu'il  ne  reste  que  le  gouvernement,  une  partie  des  casernes, 
Tarsenal,  et  le^  maisons  du  Petit  Carenage  5-— I'eglise  et  les  fon- 
taines  detruites. 

Les  commissaires  ont  reste  spectateurs  tranquilles  pendant  le 
carnage  'et  le  massacre  5  dans  leur  maison  on  a  vu  Santhonax 
stoer  et  presser  dans  ses  bras  les  chefs  des  brigands,  les  appeller 
ses  sauveurs,  et  leur  temoigner  leur  reconnaissance. 

Le  23  proclamation  des  commissaires,  qui  invite  et  appelle 
tous  les  bons  citoyens  k  se  r6iinir  autour  d'eux,  et  de  laisser 
partir  les  scelerats^  qui  vont  aller  subir  le  juste  chatiment  de 
leurs  crimes'^  le  convoi  en  parti  le  jour  raeme,  &  la  ville  fumait 
encore.     . 


VoL.m.  K  CH4P 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Situation,  Extent^  and  general  Description  of  Sf^ 
Domingo — Origin  of  the  French  Colony y  and 
Topographical  Description  of  the  several  Pror 
vinces  into  which  the  French  Possessions  ucere 
divided — Their  Population,  and  Produce — Ship- 
ping and  Exports — Compared  xcith  the  Returns 
of  Jamaica. 

THE  island  of  St.  Domingo  is  situated  in  the 
Atlautick  Ocean^  about  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  land's  end  of  England ;  the 
eastern  point  Ijing  in  north  latitude  18°  20'^  and 
in  longitude  68°  40'  W.  from  Greenwich.  The 
island  extends  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
in  the  broadest  part,  from  north  to  souths  and 
three  hundred  and  ninety  from  east  to  west.  In 
a  country  of  such  magnitude,  diversified  with 
plains  of  vast  extent,  and  mountains  of  prodigi- 
ous height,  is  probably  to  be  found  every  species 
of  soil  which  nature  has  assigned  to  all  the  tropi- 
cal parts  of  the  earth.  In  general,  it  is  fertile  in 
the  highest  degree ;  every  where  well  watered, 
and  producing  almost  every  variety  of  vegetabla 
nature,  for  use  and  beauty,  for  food  and  luxury, 
which  the  lavish  hand  of  a  bountiful  Providence 
has  bestowed  on  the  richest  portion  of  the  globe ; 
and  the  liberality  of  nature  was  laudably  seconded 
by  the  industry  of  the  inhabitants.  Until  those 
ravages  and  devastations  Mhich  I  have  had  the 
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painful  task  of  recording>  dcformfed  and  destroj^ed, 
with  undistinguisfaing  barbarity^  both  the  boun- 
ties of  nature^  and  the  labours  of  art  i  the  posses-^ 
sions  of  France  in  this  noble  island  were  considered 
as  the  garden  of  the  West  Indies ;  and  for  beau^ 
tiful  scenery,  richness  of  soil,  salubrity  and  variety 
of  climate,  might  justly  be  deemed  the  Paradise 
of  the  New  World. 

Op  the  territories  which  remained  exclusively 
in  possession  of  the  original  conquerorsi  the  Spa- 
niards, my  information  is  very  imperfect;  I  shall 
hereafter  give  the  best  account  I  have  been  able 
to  collect  concerning  them.  On  the  southern 
coast,  more  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  pf 
the  ancient  city  from  which  the  island  derives  it^ 
present  name,  the  lands  are  said  to  be  among  the 
best,  and  without  doubt  a  very  large  proportion 
of  tjie  remainder  requires  only  the  hand  of  the 
cultivator  to  become  very  productive.  The  in^ 
terior  country  contains  extensive  savannahs,  pif 
plains,  many  of  them  occupied  only  by  wild  swin^/ 
horses,  and  horned  cattle  ;  for  the  Spaniards 
having  exterminated  the  simple  and  unoffending 
natives,  supplied  their  place  with  herds  of  do- 
mestick  animals,  which  running  wild,  soon  mul- 
tiplied beyond  computation.  Thus  does  the  ty- 
ranny of  man  convert  the  fruitful  habitations  of 
his  fellow-creatures  into  a  wilderness  for  beasts  ! 
in  the  present  case,  however,  the  crime  brought 
down  its  own  punishment ; — a  punishmept  which 
almost  revenged  the  wrongs  of  the  helpless  Ame- 
ricans ;^'^^and  who  does  not  wish  that  avarice,  am-* 
bition,  and  cruelty  may  be  thus  always  entangled 
in  thtir  own  projects  ? 
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CHAP.  The  reader  is  doubtless  apprized  that  I  here  al- 
lude to  the  establishment  in  St.  Domingo,  of  that 
daring'  and  desperate  band  of  adventurets,  the  Bu^ 
caniers ; — an  association  constituted  of  men  of  all 
countries  and  descriptions,  but  of  whom  it  may 
truly  be  said,  that  if  self-preservation  be  a  law  of 
Bature,  the  hostilities  which  they  maintained  for 
upwards  of  fifty  years  against  their  oppressors,; 
were  more  justifiable  and  legitimate  in  their 
origin,  than  all  the  wars  which  the  pride  and  am- 
bition of  kings  and  nations  hare  occasioned,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  present  hour. 
As  the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  first  compelled 
these  men,  from  a  sense  of  common  danger,  to 
Bnite  their  strength,  so  the  blind  policy  of  stock- 
ing with  cattle  a  country  of  such  extent,  became 
their  support ;  for  the  flesh  of  those  animals  sup-^ 
plied  them  with  food,  and  they  purchased  arms^ 
ammunition,  and  clothing  with  the  skins. 

Of  the  rise  of  these  people,  and  the  primary 
cause  of  their  combining  iogellneT  to  make  repri- 
sals on  the  Spanish  settlements,,  a  short  account 
may  be  necessary :  I  have  elsewhere  treated  the 
subject  more  at  large  (a). — They  consisted  ori- 
ginally of  a  body  of  French  and  English  planters, 
whom,  in  the  year  1629,  a  Spanish  armament  had 
expelled  from  the  island  of  St.  Christopher,  with 
circumstances  of  outrageous  barbarity.  Driven 
from  thence,  by  a  force  which  they  could  not  re- 
sist, as  the  only  alternative  of  escaping  from,' 
slaughter  or  slavery,  they  fled  in  open  boats  with 
their  families,  and  possessed  themselves  of  the 

(a)  Vol,  I.  Book  u.  C.  2. 
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femall   UQoccupied   island  of    Tortuga,   situated    ^^^^^ 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  northern  coast  of  St. 
Domingo.     Here  they  were  joined  by  a  consider- 
able number   of  Dutcii   emigrants  from    Santa 
Cruz,  whom  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  Spa- 
niards had  compelled,  in  like  manner^  to  roam 
over  the  ocean  for  shelter,  after  having  witnessed 
the  massacre  of  many  of  their  number,  even  to  the 
women  and  children.     Companions  in  adtersity, 
these  pQor  exiles  learnt  mutual  forbearance  from 
iheir  common  sufferings ;  for^  although  they  were 
composed  of  three  different  nations,  they  appear 
to  have  lived  for  some  years  in  perfect  harmony 
with  each  odier.     Their  mode  of  life  contributed 
to  produce  the  same  ^beneficial  effect :  finding  a 
country  of  immeasurable  extent  in  their  neighs 
bourhood  abounding  in  cattle,   their  time  was 
chiefly   occupied  in  hunting ;    an   employment 
which  left  no  leisure  for  dissension,  and  afforded 
them  both  exercise  and  food.     Tbe  plains  of  St. 
Domingo  were  considered,  however,  merely  as 
their  hunting-grounds  :  Tortuga  continued  their 
home,  and  place  of  retreat.     Here  their  women 
and  young  people  cultivated  small  plantations  of 
tobacco  (  an  herb,  of  which,  in  hot  and  moist  cli- 
mates, the  practice  of  inhaling  the  smoke,  seems 
.  to  be  pointed  out  by  nature ) ;  and  as  the  coast  was 
rugged,   and  of  difficult  approach,  they  fondly 
hoped  that  their  obscurity  w.ould  protect  them 
from  further  persecution. 

If  the  government  of  Spain  had  been  actuate^ 
sat  this  time  by  motives  of  wisdom,  it  would  in- 
ideed  havo  left  these  poor  people  to  range  over 
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the  wilderaess  unmolested.  It  ought  to  hav^ 
known^  that  the  occupation  of  hunting  diverted 
them  from  projects  of  vengeance,  and  deeds  of  , 
greater  enterprize  ;  but  tyranny  is  without  fore- 
sight, and  the  restless  and  remorseless  bigotry  of 
the  Spanish  nation  allowed  the  fugitives  no  re- 
spite. An  armament  was  collected,  and  prepa^ 
rations  made  to  effect  their  utter  extermination ; 
the  commanders  of  which,  taking  occasion  when 
the  ablest  of  the  men  had  resorted  to  the  larger 
island  in  their  usual  pursuit,  landed  a  body  of 
soldiers  at  Tortuga,  and  making  captives  of  the 
women  and  children,  the  old  and  infirm,  caused 
them  all  to  be  massacred  without  mercy. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  miserable  people 
who  were  thus  pursued  to  destruction,  like  beasts 
of  prey,  had  been  guilty  of  any  outrages  or  de- 
predations on  the  ships  or  subjects  of  Spain,  which 
called  for  such  exemplary  vengeance.  Neither 
was  it  imputed  to  them  as  a  crime  that  they 
had  possessed  themselves  of  Tortuga,  or  that  they 
roamed  about  the  deserts  of  St.  Domingo  in  pur- 
suit of  cattle  which  had  no  owners.  Their  guilt 
Consisted  in  the  circumstance  of  being  born  out  of 
the  Spanish  territories,  and  presuming  neverthe- 
less to  venture  into  any  part  of  the  New  World; 
for  the  arrogant  presumption  and  extravagant  sel- 
fishness of  Ihis  bigoted  nation,  led  them  to  appro- 
priate all  the  countries  of  America  to  themselves. 
They  claimed  even  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of 
sailing  on  any  such  part  of  the  main  ocean  as, 
jn  their  judgment;,  constituted  a  portion  of  the 

newly- 
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newly-discovered  hemisphere;  and  strict  orders 
mere  issued  ta  all  their  commanders,  by  sea  and  - 
land,  to  seize  the  ships  and  subjects  of  oil  other 
people  that  should  be  found  within  the  boundaries 
which  they  had  prescribed,  and  to  punish  the  in- 
truders with  slavery  or  death.  We  have  seen  in 
ivhat  manner  those  orders  were  executed. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  alternative  re- 
mained to  the  occupiers  of  Tortuga,  but  to  turn 
on  their  pursuers,  and  wage  offensive  war  on  those 
who  would  allow  of  no  peace  with  them.  If  the 
justice  of  their  cause  be  still  a  question,  let  the 
records  of  time  be  consulted ;  let  an  appeal  be 
made  to  that  rule  of  conduct,  which  (to  use  an 
eloquent  expression  of 'hord  Coke)  is  written  bi/ 
ihe  finger  of  God  on  the  heart  of  inan ;  and  let 
histoi'y  and  reason  determine,  whether  any  instance 
of  hostility,  ^n  the  annals  of  mankind,  can  be  de- 
fended on  better  grounds.  To  such  men,  m  such 
a  cause,  no  dangers  were  too  formidable,  no  ob- 
stacles too  great.  Inured  by  their  mode  of  life, 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  climate,  united  among 
themselves,  and  animated  by,  all  the  motives  and 
passions  which  can  inflame  the  human  mind  tt> 
great  exertion,  they  became  the  most  formidable 
antagonists  which  the  Spaniards  had  ever  encoun- 
tered, and  displayed  such  d^eds  of  valour  and  suc- 
cessful enterprize,  as  (all  circvimstances  consider- 
'cd)  have  never  been  equalled  before  or  since. 

From  a  party  of  these  adventurers  (chiefly  na- 
tives of  Normandy)  the  French  colony  in  St.  Do- 
mingo derived  its  origin.  By  what  meRus  tliev 
^eie  induced  to  separate  from  their  associates  in 

danger. 
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CHAP,  danger^,  to  relinquish  the  gratification  of  revenge 
v.^^.^^  and  avarice^  and  exchange  the  tumults  of  war  for 
the  temperate  occupajtions  of  husbandry,  it  is  nei- 
ther within  my  province  nor  ability  to  explain. 
Many  of  them,  without  doubt,  were  men  who  had 
been  driven  from  Europe  by  ind^ent  circum- 
stances and  desperate  fortunes;  some,  by  the 
.  cruelty  of  creditors ;  and  others,  perhaps,  by  the 
consciousness  of  their  crimes.  Captivated  by  the 
renown,  and  allured  by  the  wealth  of  the  Buca- 
niers,  they  joined  in  their  expeditions  against  the 
.Spaniards  from  no  better  motives  than  those  of 
.plunder  and  rapine;  and  to  such  men  must  be 
imputed  those  outrages  and  excesses  which  have 
stamped  the  proceedings  of  the  whole  association 
with  infamy  (bj.     But  there  is  a  time  for  all 


■  (h)  I  conceive,  however,  that  these  have  been  wonderfully 
magnified  and  exaggerated.  The  narrative  called  The  History 
of  the  Bucaniers,  published  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, which  has  been  quoted  by  writers  of  all  descriptions  ever 
'since  as  of  unquestionable  .authority,  was  originally  written  in 
Dutch,  by  one  John  Esquenieling,  who  confesses  that  he  had 
beei?  one  of  the  Bucaniers,  and  was  expelled  from  their  society. 
The  reports  of  such  a  writer  ought  to  have  been  received  with 
great  caution ;  but  there  is  a  still  stronger  circumstance  to  ex- 
cite suspicion  5  and  it  is  this:  The  English  work  is  not  taken 
from  the  Dutch  original,  but  from  a  Spanish  translation  -,  and 
to  suppose  that  a  Spaniard  would  speak  favourably  of  the  Bu- 
.caniers,  is  the  very  excegs  of  hun^an  credulity.  Not  having  the 
original  book  to  refer  to,  I  cannot  pronounce  with  certainty; 
but  I  am  of  opinion,  th^t  many  of  the  tragical  stories  concern- 
'ing  the  torture  of  the  Spanish  prisoners,  and  the  vrolation  of  the 
"^^'omen,  are  inteppolations  of  the  Spanish  translator  I  form 
this  conclusion  from  the  malignity  displayed  towards  the-cha- 
racter  of  the  famous  Sir  Henry  Morgan.     If  we  may  believe 
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tilings ;  and  the  .change  of  life  in  these  men  con-  ^^^* 
firms  the  observation  of  an  elegant  writer,  that  v.>nr^ 
"  as  there  is  no  soil  which  will  not  shew  itself 
^'  grateful  to  culture,  so  there  is  no  disposition, 
''  no  chsi^racter  in  mankind,  which  may  not,  bj 
'^  dextrous  management,  be  turned  to  the  publick 
^'  advantage  (c),*'  It  was  a  happy  circumstance 
in  the  infancy  of  their  establishment,  that  whilft^ 
they  were  too  obscure  for  the  notice  of  the  go- 
vernment, they  had  no  check  given  to  their  in- 
dustry by  the  chill  influence  of  poverty.  To  a 
fortunate  exemption  from  the  hand  of  power,  and 
th^  facility  with  which  they  were  supplied  with 
the  common  necessaries  of  life,  they  were  indebt- 
ed for  their  preservation  and  prosperity.  A  me- 
diocrity of  condition,  and  equal  freedom,  excited 
the  spirit  of  emulation  among  them ;  but  oppres- 
sion would  have  produced  discouragement ;  and 

tjie  account  given  of  tliis  gallant  commander,  he  was  the  most 
inhuman  monster  that  ever  existed.  Yet  this  very  man  (who 
by  the  way  acted  under  a  regular  commission  and  letters  of  re- 
prizal  from  government)  after  he  had  quitted  the  sea,  was  re- 
commended by  the  earl  of  Carlisle  to  be  his  successor  in  the 
government x)f  Jamaica,  and  was  accordingly  appointed  lieute- 
nant-governor in  the  earl's  absence.  He  afterwards  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood  from  King  Charles  II.  and  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life  on  his  plantation  in  Jamaica.  By  the 
kindness  of  a  friend  in  that  island,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
perusing  some  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan's  original  private  letters ; 
and  this  I  will  say,  that-  they  manifest  such  a  spirit  of  huma- 
nity, justice,  liberality,  and  piety,  as  prove  that  he  has  either 
Ijeen  grossly  traduced,  or  tliat  he  was  the  greatest  hypocrite 
living ) — a  character  ill-suited  to  the  frank  and  fearless  temper 
of  the  man. 

(c)  European  Settlements,  VcL  II.  p.  109. 
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CHAP,  sloth^  not  industry,  is  the  offspring  of  wretched- 
ness.' 

Of  the  progressive  pursuits  of  those  people  in 
extending  the  footing  which  they  had  obtained, 
until  the  French  government  accepted  their  sub- 
mission, acknowledged  them  as  faithful  subjects, 
and  availed  itself  of  their  labours, — and  the  final . 
cession  to  France  of  the  western  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, by  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  the  reader  will 
find  an  ample  account  in  the  history  of  this  island 
by  Pere  Charlevoix.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary 
for  me  to  detail  what  an  author  so  well  informed 
in  the  ancient  transactions  of  the  colony,  has 
written.  AH  that  my  English  reader  will  expect, 
is  an  account  of  the  political  and  topographical 
state  of  the  colony ;  its  population,  produce,  and 
exports  at  the  time  my  History  commences ;  and 
these  particulars  will  be  found  in  what  remains 
of  the  present  Chapter. 

The  possessions  of  the  French  in  St.  Domingo, 
as  I  have  elsewhere  observed,  were  divided  into 
three  great  departments,  called  the  Northern,  the 
Western,  and  the  Southern  Provinces.  The  North- 
cm  Province  comprehended  a  line  of  sea-coast 
extending  about  forty  leagues,  from  the  river  Mas- 
sacre to  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  contained  (in- 
cluding Tortuga  )  twenty-six  parishes.  Its  popu- 
lation, in  the  beginning  of  1790,  consisted  of 
11,996  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages^  and  164,656 
negro  slaves.  The  number  of  sugar  plantations 
was  288,  of  which  258  made  what  is  called  clayed, 
or  soft  white  sugar,  and  30  mnscovado,  or  raw. 
*ugar.     It  reckoned  2,009  p^antations  of  coflfee. 
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66  of  cotton^  443  of  indigo^,  and  315  smaller  esta-    chap.  JJ 
blishments^  such  as   provisrion  -  grounds,   cacao-  , 
groves,  tan-pits,  potteries,  brick-kilns,  &c. 

Of  the  towns  and  harbours  in  the  Northern 
Province,  the  chief  were  those  of  Cape  Francois, 
Fort  Dauphin,  Port  De  Paix,  and  Cape  St.  Ni- 
cholas.    I  shall  treat  only  of  the  first  and  the  last. 

The  town  of  Cape  Francois  (which  in  time  of 
*war  was  the  seat  of  the  French  government)  would 
hate  ranked,  for  beauty  and  regularity,  among 
the  cities  of  the  second  class  in  any  part  of  Europe. 
It  consisted  of  between  eight  and  nine  hundred 
houses  of  stone  and  brick,  many  of  them  hand- 
some and  commodious,  besides  shops  and  ware- 
houses ;  and  it  contained  two  magnificent  squares, 
ornamented  each  with  a  publick  fountain.  Thft 
chief  publick  buildings  were  the  church  ;  tho 
government-house  ( formerly  a  convent  belonging 
to  the  Jesuits) ;  a  superb  barrack  for  troops ;  a 
royal  arsenal ;  a  prison ;  a  play-house  ;  and  -two 
hospitals.  The  number  of  free  inhabitants  of  all 
colours  was  estimated  at  eight  thousand,  exclu- 
sive of  the  king's  troops  and  sea-faring  people. 
The  domestick  slaves  were  said  to  be  about  twelve 
thousand.  The  situation  of  the  town,  however, 
was  not  to  be  commended.  It  was  built  at  the 
foot  of  a  very  high  mountain,,  called  Le  Mornc 
da  Cap,  which  abounds  indeed  with  springs  of 
excellent  water,  and  furnished  a  great  supply  of 
garden  vegetables,  but  it  intercepted  the  laad- 
wind,  and  reverberated  the  rays  of  the  sun.  The 
Jtown  arose  to  opulence  chiefly  from  the  common 
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diousness  of  its  harbour^  and  the  extreme  fertility 
of  the  plain  adjoining  it  to  the  east,  a  district 
fifty  miles  in  length,  a&d  twelve  in  breadth,  ap** 
-propriated  solely  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  (the 
plantations  of  which  were  divided  from  each  other 
only  by  hedges  of  citrons  and  limes),  and  yielding 
greater  returns  than  perhaps  any  other  spot  of  the 
same  extent  in  the  habitable  globe. 

The  town  of  Cape   St.  Nicholas  consists  of 
about  250  houses,  which  are  chiefly  built  of  Ame- 
rican wood.    It  is  sheltered  by  a  hight  blufi*,  called 
the  Mole;  and  having  been  a  free-port,  was  a  place 
of  considerable  trade,  and  particularly  resorted  to 
.by  the  ships  of  America.     It  is  chiefly  known> 
h<>wever,  for  the  safety  and  extent  of  its  harbour^ 
which  i&  justly  called  the  key  of  the  Windward 
.passage ;  and  the  fortifications  towards  the  sea  are 
reckoned  among  the  strongest  in  the  West  Indies. 
On  the  side  of  the  land  they  are  overlooked  by  the 
surrounding  heights,  and  hence  it  is  concluded^ 
that  although  it  might  be  difficult  to  take  the 
,  place  by  an  invading  armament,  it  would  be  still 
more  difficult  to  retain  it  afterwaids,  unless  pos- 
session was  obtained  also  of  the  interior  country. 

The  Western  Province  began  at  Cape  St.  Ni- 
cholas, and  extending  along  the  line  of  coast 
which  forms  the  bight  of  Leogane,  for  upwards  of 
one  hundred  leagues,  terminated  at  Cape  Tiburon. 
It  contained  sixteen  parishes,  and  four  chief  towns> 
namely.  Port  au  Prince,  St.  Marc,  Leogane,  and 
Petit  Goave ;  besides  villages,  of  which  those  of 
Gonaives,  Arcahaye,  and  Croix  des  Bouquets,  are 

not 
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not  inconsiderable.     The  only  good  harbours  in   chap. 
this  great  extent  of  coast  are  those  of  Port  au  v.^-y-w»^' 
Prince  and  Gonaives.     All  the  other  shipping- 
places  are  open  roads>  sometimes  much  exposed. 

Port  au  Prince  (except  in  time  of  war,  when 
the  Governor-General  was  directed  to  remove  to 
Cape  Francois)  was  considered  as  the  metropolis 
of  the  colony.  In  1790  it  consisted  of  about  600 
bouses,  and  contained  3,754  white  inhabitants  fdj. 
The  situation  is  low  and  marshy,  and  the  climate, 
in  consequence,  very  uhhealthy.  It  is  surrounded 
moreover  by  hills,  which  command  both  the  town 
and  the  harbour  ;  but  both  the  hills  and  the  val- 
leys are  abundantly  fertile.  To  the  east  is  situated 
the  noble  plain  of  Cul  de  Sac,  extending  from 
thirty  to  forty  miles  in  length  by  nine  in  breadth, 
and  it  contained  one .  hundred  and  fifty  sugar- 
plantations,  most  of  which  were  capable  of  being^ 
watered  in  times  of  drought,  by  canals  admirably 
contrived  and  disposed  for  that  purpose.  The 
circumjacent  mountains  were  at  the  same  time 
clothed  with  plantations  of  coffee,  which  extended 
quite  to  the  Spanish  settlements. 

The  population  and  state  of  agriculture  in  the 
Western  Province  were  as  follow :  white  inha- 
bitants of  all  ages  13,798 ;  negroes  in  a  state  of  * 
slavery  192,961 ;  plantations  of  clayed  sugar  135,. 
of  muscovado  232.     Plantations  of  coffee  894,  of 

(dj  The  free  people  of  colour  were  estimated  at  4,000,  and 
tie  enslaved  negroes  at  about  8,000 :  but  being  comprehended 
in  the  general  return  for  the  whole  district,  they  are  no  whei^ 
ascertained  with  precision. 

cotton 
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cotton  489,  of  iudigo  1,952,  besides  343  smaller 
settlements. 

The  Southern  Province,  extending  upwards  of 
sixty  leagues  from  Cape  Tiburon,  along  the  south* 
em  coast  of  the  island  to  L'Ance  a  Pitre,  contain- 
ed twelve  parishes,  and  three  chief  towns,  Les 
Cayes,  Jeremie,  and  Jacmel ;  places  of  which  I 
shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  speak.  It  pos- 
sesses no  safe  harbours,  and  its  roads  are  dangerous^ 
The  shipping  that  load  at  Les  Coye  take  refuge, 
during  the  hurricane  season,  at  La  Baye  des 
Flamands. 

The  population  in  this  department  was  com- 
posed of  6,037  whites,  and  76,812  negro  slaves. 
Its  establishments  consisted  of  38  plantations  of 
white  sugar,  and  1 10  of  muscovado ;  214  coffee- 
plantations,  234  of  cotton,  765  of  indigo,  and  1 19 
smaller  settlements. 

The  quantity  of  land  in  cultivatipn  through- 
out all  the  parishes  was  763,923  carreaux  (e)^ 
equal  to  2,289,480  English  acres,  of  which  about 
two-thirds  were  situated  in  the  mountains ;  and 
that  the  reader  may  have  a  state  of  the  agriculture 

Ce)  The  carreau  of  land  in  St.  Domingo  is  100  paces  square, 
of  3-1-  French  feet  each  j  the  superficies  122,500  feet.  The  Pari* 
foot  is  divided  into  twelve  inches,  and  each  into  twelve  lines  j 
wherefore^  if  we  suppose  each  line  to  be  divided  into  310  parts, 
the  Paris  foot  will  be  1440  parts,  the  London  1350.  These 
proportion*  were  settled  by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences. 
The  Jamaica  acre  contains  43,50O  English  feet  superficial  mea- 
sure ;  which  being  multiplied  by  1,350,  and  the  total  divided 
by  1,440,  gives  40,83/^,  or  about  one-third  part  of  the  carreau 
of  St.  Domingo. 

at 
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at  one  view^,  I  shall  subjoin  a  summary  of  the  pre^ 
ceding  accounts,  from  whence  it  will  appear  that 
the  French  colony  contained,  the  beginning  of 
1790, 

^   431  plantations  of  clayed  sugar, 
362  -  of  muscovado. 


Total     -  -  793  plantations  of  sugar, 

3,117         -  of  coffee, 

789        -  of  cotton, 

3,160         -  of  indigo, 

54        -  of  cacao,  or  chocolate, 

623  smaller  settlements,  chiefly  for  rais- 
ing grain,  yams,  and  other  ve- 
getable food. 


Makipg     8,535     establishments    of   all    kinda 
. -^        throughout  the  colony. 

The  population  in  1790,  on  a  like  summary,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  30,831  whites  of  both  sexes 
and  all  ages  (exclusive  of  European  troops  and 
sea-faring  people),  and  434,429  negro  slaves. 
In  this  account,  however,  the  domestick  slaves, 
and  negro  mechanicks  employed  in  the  several 
towns,  are  not  comprehended.  They  amounted  to 
about  46,000,  which  made  the  number  of  neg;ro 
slaves  throughout  the  colony  480,000. 

Op  the  free  people  of  colour,  no  very  accurate 
account  was  obtained.  Mons.  Marbois,  the  in- 
tendant,  reported  them  ixi  1787  at  about  20,000. 
In  1790,  the  general  opinion  fixed  them  at  24,000. 

The  exterior  appearance  of  the  colony,  as  I  have 

pb^erved 
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observed  in  another  place,  every  where  demon-^ 
strated  great  and  increasing  prosperity.  Cultiva- 
tion was  making  rapid  advances  over  the  country. 
The  towns  abounded  in  warehouses,  which  were 
filled  with  the  richest  commodities  and  produce 
tions  of  Europe,  and  the  harbours  were  crowded 
with  shipping.  There  were  freighted  in  1787, 
for  Europe  alone,  470  ships,  containing  11 2,253 
tons,  and  navigated  by  11,220  seamen.  Many  of 
them  were  vessels  of  very  large  burthen  ;  and  the 
following  is  an  accurate  account,  from  the  inteh- 
dant's  return,  of  the  general  exports,  on  an  ave- 
rage of  the  years  1787,  1788,  and  1789;  viz. 

Average  exports  from  the  French  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingQj  before  the  Revolution. 

Livres. 

Clayed  sugar  -  -  lbs.  58,642,214  -  41,049,549 
Muscovado  sugar  lbs.  86,549,829  -  34,619,931 
Coffee  -  -  lbs.  71,603,187-71,663,187 
Cotton  -  -  lbs.  6,698,858  -  12,397,716 
Indigo  -  -Hhds.  -  951,607-  8,564,463 
Molasses  -  -Hhds.-  /i3,061  -  2,767,320 
An  inferior  sort  of  J  ^^^^  _'  ^  g^^  ,  3,3  ^^ 
rum,  called  taffia 3 

Rawhides  -  N' 6,500-    52,000 

Tan'd  ditto  -  K  7,900  -  1 18,500 


The  total  value  at  the  ports  of  ship-*)  ,  ^'i  ^aa  gg^ 
ping,  in  livres  of  St.  Domingo,  was 3 

being  equal  to  4,956,780/.   sterling   money  of 

Great  Britain ;  and  if  all  the  smuggled  articles 

.   1  were 
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fogether  with  the  value  of  mahogany  and  other    chap. 
woods^  the  whole  amount  would  probably  exceed 
five  millions  of  pounds  sterling  *. 

If  this  statement  be  compared  by  the  rule  of 
proportion  with  the  exports  from  Jamaica,  the 
result  will,  be  considerably  in  favour  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, i.  €.  it  will  be  found  that  the  planters  of 
Jamaica  receive  smaller  returns  from  the  labours 
of  their  negroes,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers, 
than  the  planters  of  St.  Domingo  have  received 
from  theirs.  For  this  difference  various  causes 
have  been  assigned,  and  advantages  allowed,  and 
qualities  ascribed  to  the  French  planters,  which  I 
venture  to  pronounce,  on  full  enquiry,  had  no 
existence. '  The  true  cause  arose,  undoubtedly, 
from  the  superior  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  the  pro- 
digious^ benefit  which  resulted  to  the  French 
planters  from  the  sj^stem  of  watering  their  sugar- 
lands  in  extreme  dry  weather.  This  is  an  advan- 
tage which  nature  has  denied  to  the  lands  in  Ja- 
maica, except  in  a  very  few  places ;  but  has  freely 
bestowed  on  many  parts  of  St.  Domingo;  and 
the  planters  there  availed  themselves  of  it  with 
the  happiest  success  (fj. 

And 

^  *  Vide  Appendix,  Table  No.  2.  from  whence  it  will  appear 
that  the  exports  for  179 1  greatly  exceeded  the  average  above 
given,  both  in  quantities  and  value. 

(f)  Having  made  diligent  enquiry  into  the  average  produce  of 
the  French  sugar-lands  in  St.  Domingo  while  on  the  spot,  I  ven- 
ture to  give  the  following  estimate,  as  nearly  founded  in  truth 
as  the  subject  will  admit. 

In  the  North,  the  districts  of  Ouanaminthe,  Maribaroux,  and 
Quartier  Dauphin,  generally  yielded  from  six  to  seven  thousand 

Vol.  Ill,  t  pouttdii 
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And  such^  in  the  days  of  its  prosperity,  was  the 
French  colony  in  the  island  of  St.  Domingo.  I 
have  now  presented  to  my  readers  both  sides  of 
the  medal.  To  Great  Britain,  above  all  other 
nations  of  the  earth,  the  facts  which  I  have  re- 
lated may  furnish  an  important  lesson ;  and  it  is 
such  a  one  as  requires  no  comment ! 

pounds  weight  of  muscovado  sugar  for  each  carreau  in  canes  j 
the  average  is  -  -  6,500 

Jaquizi  -  -  7,000 

Limonade  -  -  '       9,000 

Quartier  Morin  -  -  6,000 

Plaine  du  Nord,  Limbe,  Petite  Anse  5,000 

33,500 

The  average  of  the  whole  is  6,700  lbs.  each  carrfeau. — 
This  part  of  St,  Domingo  was  not  watered. 

In  the  "West — St.  Marc,  L' Artibonite,  and  Gonaives, 
each  carreau  yielded  -  •  8,500 

Vazes,  Arcahaye,  Boucassin  -  10,000 

Cul  de  Sac  -  -  9,000 

Leogane  -  -  6^500 


Tlie  average  is  8,500  lbs.  the  carreau. — ^All  these 
districts  were  watered. 


34,000 


In  the  South — the  districts  of  Grand  Goave,  Les- 
Cayes,  Plaine  du  Fond,  L'Islet,  &c.  which  likewise 
were  watered,  yielded  -  .  -  7^^*00 

The  general  average,  on  the  whole,  is  7*500  lbs.  from  each 
carreau  in  canes ;  to  which  add  S^-  per  cent,  for  the  difference 
between  the  English  and  French  weights,  the  total  is  8,137  lbs. 
for  every  three  acres  English,  or  2,7 12  lbs.  per  acre  >  being 
nearly  two-thirds  more  than  the  general  yielduig  of  all  the  land 
in  canes  throughout  Jamaica, 
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CHAP.  X- 

Emigrations — Overtures  to  the  British  Govern^ 
merit  accepted — Situation  and  Strength  of  the  Re^ 
publican  Party  in  St,  Domingo,  and  Disposition 
of  the  Inhabitants — Negro  Slavery  abolished  by 
the  French  Commissioners — Armament  allotted 
for  the  Invasion  of  the  Country — Suri^ender  of 
Jeremie  and  the  Mole  at  Cape  St.  Nicholas-^ 
Unsuccessful  Attempt  on  Cape  Tiburon—Fur- 
ther  Proceedings  of  the  British  Army  until  the    , 
Arrival  of  General  Whyte — Capture  of  Port  au 
Prince. 

THE  destruction  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Cape    chap. 


X. 


Fran9ois,  and  the  massacre  of  most  of  the  white 
inhabitants^  were  the  sad  events  which  terminated 
our  historical  detail  at  the  close  of  the  eighth 
Chapter.  It  was  observed^,  however^  that  M; 
Galbaud  and  his  partizans^  among  whom  wer6 
comprehended  many  respectable  families^  had 
fortunately  embarked  on  the  ships  in  the  harbour, 
just  before  the  revolted  negroes  entered  the  townl 
Happy  to  fly  from  a  country  devoted  to  ruin^  they 
directed  their  course  to  the  United  States  of  North 
America;  and  to  the  honour  of  the  human  cha- 
racter (debased  as  we  have  beheld  it  in  other 
situations)  they  found  there,  what  great  numbers 
of  their  unhappy  fello w-citi^sens  hud  found  before 

1. 2  them^^ 
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them,  a  refuge  from  the  reach  of  persecution,  and 
an  asylum  from  the  pressure  of  poverty. 

Emigrations  from  all  parts  of  St.  Domingo 
had  indeed  prevailed  to  a  very  great  extent,  ever 
since  the  revolt  of  the  negroes  in  the  Northern 
province.     Many  of  the  planters  had   removed 
tvith  their  families  to  the  neighbouring  islands : 
some  of  them  had  taken  refuge  in  Jamaica ;  and 
it  was  supposed  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand 
had  transported  themselves,  at  various  times,  to 
different  parts  of  the  continent  of  America.    Most 
of  these  v^ere  persons  of  peaceable  tempers,  who 
iought  only  to  procure  the  mere  necessaries  of  life 
in  safety  jind  quiet.     The  principal  among  the 
planters,  having  other  objects  in  view,  had  re- 
paired to  Great  Britain.     It  is  a  circumstance 
within  my  own  knowledge,  that  so  early  as  the 
latter  end  of  1791    ( long  before  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities   between   France   and   Eng- 
land) many  of  them  had  made  application  to 
the  King's  ministers,  requesting  that  an  arma- 
irent  might  be  sent  to   take  possession  of  the 
country  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  re- 
ceive the  allegiance  of  the  inhabitants.     They  as- 
serted (-—I  am  afraid  with  much  greater  confi- 
dence than  truth—)  that  all  classes  of  the  whites 
wished  to  place  themselves  under  the  English  do- 
minioQ,  and  that,  orfthe  first  appearance  of  a  Bri- 
tish squadron,  the  colony  would  surrender  with- 
oat  a  struggle.     To  these  representations  no  at- 
tention was   at  that  time  given :  but  at  length, 
after  the  national  assembly  had  thought  proper 
U  d^dare  war  ofaio^t  Great  Britain^  the  English 

ministry 
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ministrj  began  to  liden^  with  some  degree  of  chap. 
complacency^  to  the  overtures  which  were  again  ^.-^^v^ 
made  to  them^  to  the  same  effect^  by  the  planters 
of  St.  Domingo.  In  the  summer  of  1793^  a  M. 
Charmilly  (one  of  those  planters)  was  furnished 
.  with  dispatches  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  Ge- 
neral Williamson^  the  lieutenant-governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  Jamaica^  signifying  the 
king's  pleasure  ( with  allowance  of  great  latitude 
however  to  the  governor's  discretion)  that  he 
should  accept  terms  of  capitulation  from  the  in- 
habitants of  such  parts  of  St.  Domingo  as  solicited 
the  protection  of  the  British  government ;  and  for 
that  purpose  the  governor  was  authorized  to  de- 
tach, from  the  troops  under  his  command  in  Ja-»- 
maica^  such  a  force  as  should  be  thought  sufficient 
to  take  and  retain  possession  of  all  the  places  that 
might  be  surrendered,  until  reinforcements  should 
arrive  from  England.  M.  Charmilly,  having  thus 
delivered  the  orders  and  instructions  w .  th  which 
he  was  entrusted,  sent  an  agent  without  delay  to 
Jeremie  (a),  a  small  port  and  town  in  the  district 
of  Grand  Anse,  to  which  he  belonged,  to  prepare 
the  loyal  inhabitants  for  a  visit  from  their  new 
allies  and  protectors  the  English. 

But,  before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  opera- 
tions which  followed  this  determination  ojf  the 
British  cabinet,  it  seems  necessary,  as  well  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  reader,  as  injustice  to  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men 
who  were  afterwards  sent  to  St.  Domingo,  that 


(aj  It  is  situated  just  witliin  the  Bight  of  Leogane. 


some 
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CHAP,  some  account  should  be  given  of  the  difficulties 
^^,^,,<^^^^  which  were  to  arise,  and  the  force  that  was  to  be 
encountered  in  this  attempt  to  annex  so  great  and 
valuable  a  colony  to  the  British  dominion.  I  am 
well  apprized  that  I  am  here  treading  on  tender 
ground ;  but  if  it  shall  appear,  as  unhappily  it 
will,  that  the  persons  at  whose  instance  and  en- 
treaty the  project  was  adopted,  either  meant  to 
deceive,  or  were  themselves  grossly  deceived,  in 
the  representations  which  they  had  made  to  the 
English  government  on  this  occasion,  it  is  my 
province  and  my  duty  to  place  the  failure  which 
ensued  to  its  proper  account.  The  historian 
who,  in  such  cases,  from  fear,  favour,  or  affec- 
tion, suppresses  the  communication  of  facts,  is 
hardly  less  culpable  than  the  factious  or  venal 
writer,  who  sacrifices  the  interests  of  truth  and 
the  dignity  of  history,  to  the  prejudices  of 
party.  . 

The  republican  commissioners,  as  the  reader 
has  been  informed,  had  brought  with  them  from 
France  sU  thousand  chosen  troops ;  which,  added 
to  the  national  force  already  in  the  colony,  and 
the  militia  of  the  country,  constituted  a  body  of 
fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  effective  men ;  to 
whom  were  joined  a  motley  but  desperate  band  of 
all  complexions  and  descriptions,  chieiBy  slaves 
which  had  deserted  from  their  owners,  and  ne- 
groes collected  from  the  jails.  All  these,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  about  twenty-two  thousand 
effectives,  were  brought  into  some  degree  of  order 
jtnd  discipline ;  were  well  armed,  and,  what  is  of 
*^  infinite 
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infinite  importance,  were,  in  a  considerable  de- 
gree, inured  to  the  climate.*  Being  necessarily 
dispersed,  however,  in  detachments  throughout 
the  different  provinces,  they  were  become  on  that 
account  less  formidable  to  an  invading  enemy. 
Aware  of  this  circumstance,  the  commissioners, 
on  the  first  intimation  of  an  attack  frOm  the  Eng- 
lish, resorted  to  the  most  desperate  expedient  to 
strengthen  their  party,  that  imagination  can  con- 
ceive. They  declared  by  proclamation  all  man- 
ner of  slavery  abolished,  and  pronounced  the  negro 
slaves  to  be  from  thenceforward  a  free  people,  on 
condition  of  resorting  to  their  standard.  Fronv 
this  moment  it  might  have  been  foreseen  that  the 
colony  was  lost  to  Europe ;  for  though  but  few 
of  the  negroes,  in  proportion  to  the  whole,  joined 
the  commissioners,  many  thousands  choosing  to 
continue  slaves  as  they  were,  and  participate  in 
the  fortunes  of  their  masters,  yet  vast  numbers  io 

*  The  following  detail  was  given  me  by  a  member  of  the  co- 
lonial assembly. 

Troops  irt  St.  Domingo  on  the  arrived  of  Santhmax  and 
Polverel,  viz. 
Troops  of  the  line  which  arrived  with  the  commissioners  6,000 
The  regiment  of  Cape  Frangois  -  -  -  .  700 
The  regiments  of  Artois  and  Normandy  -  -  -  l,000 
Stipendiary  troops  enlisted  and  paid  for  by  the  colony  -  1,200 
The  colonial  militia,  including  free  people  of  colour  7,000 


15,900 
Black  companies  raised  by  the  authority  of  the  com- 

misgioners  ...  -  -  6,000 


Total         .         -  21,900 


CHAT, 
X. 
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all  parts  of  the  coloiij  (apprehensive  probably 
that  this  offer  of  liberty  was  too  great  a  favour 
to  be  permanent)  availed  themselves  of  it  to  se- 
cure a  retreat  to  the  mountains^  and  possess  them- 
selves of  the  natural  fastnesses  which  the  interior 
country  affords.  Successive  bodies  have  since 
joined  them^,  and  have  established  themselves,  iu 
those  recesses,  into  a  sort  of  savage  republick,  like 
that  of  the  black  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent,  where 
they  subsist  on  the  spontaneous  fruits  of  the 
earth,  and  the  wild  cattle  which  they  procure  by 
hunting ;  prudently  declining  offensive  war,  and 
trusting  their  safety  to  the  rocky  fortresses  which 
nature  has  raised  around  them,  and  from  which, 
in  my  opinion,  it  will  be  no  easy  undertaking  to 
dislodge  them  (bj. 

(h)  The  proclamation  alluded  to  was  issued  at  Port  au  Princ^ 
the  latter  end  of  August,  and  was  signed  by  Polverel  alone,  San- 
thonax  being  at  that  time  in  the  Northern  province.     It  begins 
by  declaring,  that  neither  himself  nor  Santhonax  are  recalled  or 
disgraced.     That,  in  order  to  encouiage  the  negro  slaves  to  assist 
in  opposing  the  meditated  invasion  of  the  English,  all  manner  of 
slavery  Is  abolished  j  and  the  nt?groes  arc  thenceforward  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  free  citizens.     It  tlien  expatiates  upon  the 
necessity  of  labour,  and  tells  the  negroes  that  they  must  engage 
to  work  as  usual,  from  year  to  year  j  but  that  they  are  at  liberty 
to  make  choice  of  their  respective  masters.     That  one-third  of 
the  prop  shall  be  appropriated  annually  to  the  purchase  of  cloth- 
ing and  provisions  for  their  maintenance  j  arid  that  in  the  month 
of  September  in  each  year  they  are  at  liberty  to  make  a  new 
choice,  or  to  confirm  that  of  the  preceding  year.     Such,  to  th» 
best  of  my  remembrance  (for  I  speak  from  memory)  are  the 
chief  provisions  of  this  celtbrated  proclamation,  which  I  think 
extended  only  to  the  Western  and  Southern  provinces  -,   San- 
thonax being  empowered  to  make  what  other  regulations  he 
might  think  proper  for  the  Northern  province.    The  whole  ap- 
^  pears 
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Op  the  revolted  negroes  in  the  Northern  pro- 
vince, many  had  perished  of  disease  and  famine  ; 
but  a  desperate  band,  amounting  as  it  was  sup- 
posed to  upwards  of  40,000,  inured  to  war,  and 
practised  in  devastation  and  murder,  still  con- 
tinued in  arms.  These  were  ready  to  pour  down, 
as  occasion  might  offer,  on  all  nations  alike ;  and 
instead  of  joining  the  English  on  their  landing, 
would  rejoice  to  sacrifice  both  the  victors  and  the 
vanquished,  the  invaders  and  the  invaded,  in  one 
common  destruction. 

Concerning  the  white  proprietors,  on  whom 
alone  our  dependance  was  placed,  a  large  propor- 
tion, as  we  have  seen,  perhaps  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole,  had  quitted  the  country.  Of 
those  that  remained,  some  there  were,  vuidoubt- 
cdly,  who  sincerely  wished  for  the  restoration  of 
order,  and  the  blessings  of  regular  government ; 
but  the  greater  part  were  persons  of  a  different 
character :  they  were  desperate  adventurers  who 
had  nothing  to  lose,  and  every  thing  to  gain,  by 
confusion  and  anarchy :  not  a  few  of  them  had 
obtained  possession  of  the  effects  and  estates  of 
absent  proprietors.  From  people  of  this  stamp, 
the  most  determined  opposition  was  necessarily 
to  be  expected ;  and  unfortunately,  among  those 
of  better  principle,  I  am  afraid  but  a  very  small 
number  were  cordially  attached  to  the  English. 
The  majority  seem  to  have  had  nothing  in  view 

pears  to  have  been  a  matchless  piece  of  absurdity  j  betraying  a 
lamentable  degree  of  ignorance  concerning  the  manners  and 
dispositions  of  the  negroes,  and  totally  impracticable  in  itself. 

but 
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but  to  obtain  by  any  means  the  restoration  of  tbeir 
estates  and  possessions.  Many  of  them,  under 
their  ancient  government,  had  belonged  to  the 
lower  order  of  noblesse;  and  being  tenacious  of 
titles  and  honours,  in  proportion  as  their  preten- 
sions to  real  distinction  were  disputable,  they 
dreaded  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  laws  and 
government,  which  would  reduce  them  to  the  ge- 
neral level  of  the  community.  Tlius,  as  their  mo- 
tives were  selfish,  and  their  attachment  feeble, 
their  exertions  in  the  common  cause  were  not 
likely  to  be  very  strenuous  or  efficacious.  I  do 
not  find  that  the  number  of  French  in  arms,  who 
joined  us  at  any  one  period  ( I  mean  of  white  in- 
habitants) ever  exceeded  two  thousand.  It  were 
unjust,  however,  not  to  observe,  that  among  them 
were  some  distinguished  individuals,  whose  fide- 
lity was  above  suspicion,  and  whose  services  were 
highly  important,  (c). 

From  this  recapitulation  it  is  evident,  that  the 

CcJ  A  few  men  of  colour  also  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
common  cause ;  mz.  Monsieur  Le  Point,  Lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  St  Marc*s  legion,  who,  with  about  300  Mulattoes  under  his 
command,  kept  the  parish  of  L'Archaye  in  complete  subjection 
for  a  considerable  time.   2.  Boucquet,  Major  of  the  MiliceRoyale 
of  Verettes,  a  person  much  attached  to  the  English.     3.  Charles 
Savory,  who  commanded  a  very  important  post  in  the  plain  of 
Artibcmite,  upon  the  river  D'Esterre.     Great  confidence  was 
placed  in  this  man  by  Colonel  Brisbane,  and  it  was  never  abused. 
All  these  men  were  well  educated,  and  nourished  deep  resent- 
ment against  the  French  planters,  on  account  of  the  indignities 
which  the  class  of  coloured  people  had  received  from  them.    At 
Cape  Tibuion,  three  or  four  hundred  blacks  were  embodied 
very  eariy,  under  a  black  general  pamed  lean  Kina^  who  served 
well  and  faithfully. 

invasioa 
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liavasion  of  St.  Domingo  was  an  enlerprize  pf  chap, 
greater  magnitude  and  difficulty  than  the  British 
government  seem  to  have  imagined.     Considering 
the  extent  and  natural  strength  of  the  country,  it 
may  well  be  doubted,  whether  all  the  force  which 
Great  Britain  could  have  spared,  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  reduce  it  to  subjection,  and  restore  it 
at  the  same  time  to  such  a  degree  of  order  and 
subordination,  as  to  make  it  a  colony  w6rth  hold- 
ing.    The  truth  seems  to  have  been,  that  General 
Williamson,  to  whom,  as  hath  been  observed^  the 
direction  and  distribution  of  the  armament  was 
entrusted^  and  whose  active  zeal  in  the  service  of 
his  country  was  eminently  conspicuous,  was  de- 
ceived, equally  with  the  King's  ministers,  by  the 
favourable  accounts  and  exaggerated  representa- 
tions of  sanguine  and  interested  individuals,  con- 
cerning the  disposition  of  their  countrymen,  the 
white  planters  remaining  in  St.  Domingo.    Instead 
of  the  few  hundreds  of  them  which  afterwards  re- 
sorted to  the  British  standard,  the  Governor  had 
reason  to  expect  the  support  and  co-operation  of 
at  least  as  many  thousands.     In  this  fatal  confi- 
dence, the  armament  allotted  for  this  important 
expedition  was  composed  of  only  the  13th  regi- 
ment of  foot,  seven  companies  of  the  49th,  and  a 
detachment  of  artillery,  altogether  amounting  to 
about  eight  hundred  and  seventy,  rank  and  file, 
fit  for  duty.     Such  was  the   force  that  was  to 
annex  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  a  country 
nearly  equal  in  extent,   and  in  natural  strength 
infinitely  superior,  to  Great  Britain  itself!  Speedy 

and 
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CHAP,  and  eflfectual  reinforcements  from  England  were, 
however^  promised,  as  well  to  replace  the  troops 
which  were  removed  from  Jamaica,  as  to  aid  the 
operations  in  St.  Domingo. 

In  the  meantime^  the  first  division,  consisting  of 
six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  rank  and  file,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Whitelocke, 
sailed  from  Port-Royal  the  9th  of  September,  and 
arrived  at  Jeremie  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month. 
They  were  escorted  by  Commodore  Ford,  in  the 
Europa,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  frigates. 

As  the  propositions,  or  terms  of  capitulation, 
had  been  previously  adjusted  between  the  people 
of  Jeremie,  by  their  agent  Mr.  Charmilly,  and 
General  Williamson,  it  only  remained  for  the  Bri- 
tish forces  to  take  possession  of  the  town  and  har- 
bour. Accordingly,  the  troops  disembarked  early 
the  next  morning ;  the  British  colours  were 
hoisted  at  both  the  forts,  with  royal  salutes  from 
each,  whiich  were  answered  by  the  Commodore 
and  his  squadron,  and  the  oaths  of  fidelity  and  al- 
legiance were  taken  by  the  resident  inhabitants^ 
with  an  appearance  of  great  zeal  and  alacrity. 

At  the  same  time  information  was  received, 
that  the  garrison  at  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Nicho- 
las were  inclined  to  surrender  that  important  for- 
tress in  like  manner.  As  this  was  a  circumstance 
not  to  be  neglected,  the  Commodore  immedi- 
ately directed  his  course  thither,  and,  on  the  22d, 
took  possession  of  the  fortress  and  harbour,  and 
received  the  allegiance  of  the  ofiicers  and  privates. 
The  grenadier  company  of  the  13th  regiment,  was 

forthwith 
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forthwith  dispatched  from  Jeremie  to  take  the    chap. 
command  of  the  garrison ;  which  was  soon  after- 
wards strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  the  second 
division  of  the  armament  ordered  from  Jamaica^ 
consisting  of  five  companies  of  forty  men  each. 

The  voluntary  smTender  of  these  places  raised 
expectations  in  the  people  of  England,  that  the 
whole  of  the  French  colony  in  St.  Domingo  would 
submit  without  opposition ;  but  the  advantages 
hitherto  obtained  seem  to  have  been  greatly  over- 
valued. The  town  of  Jeremie  is  a  place  of  no 
importance.  It  contains  about  one  hundred  very 
mean  houses,  and  the  country  in  the  vicinage  is 
not  remarkably  fertile ;  producing  nothing  of  any 
account  but  coffee.  At  the  Mole  of  Cape  St.  Ni- 
cholas, the  country  is  even  less  productive  than  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Jeremie ;  but  the  harbour 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  new  world,  and  the  for- 
tifications vie  with  the  strongest  in  the  West  In- 
dies. Unfortunately,  frcyn  the  elevation  of  the 
surrounding  heights;,  the  place  is  not  tenable 
against  a  powerful  attack  by  land.  The  garrison 
consisted  only  of  the  regiment  of  Dillop,  which 
was  reduced  by  sickness  or  desertion  to  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  The  town  itself  was  in 
the  highest  degree  hostile :  most  of  the  inhabitants, 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  left  the  place  on  the  arri- 
val of  the  English,  and  joined  the  republican  army. 

Zealous,  however,  to  promote  the  glory  of  the 
British  nam^  Colonel  Whitelocke  determined  that 
his  little  army  should  not  continue  inactive  at  Je- 
remie. It  was  represented  to  him,  that  the  acqui- 
sition of  the  neighbouring  post  of  Tiburon  would 
» II  prove 
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prove  of  the  utmost  importance  tpwards  the  secu- 
►  rity  of  Grand-Anse,  and  a  M.  Duval  pledging 
himself  to  raise  five  hundred  men  to  co-operate  in 
its  reduction,  an  expedition  was  undertaken  for 
that  purpose,  and  Colonel  Whitelocke,  with  most 
of  the  British  force  from  Jeremie,  arrived  in  Ti- 
buron  Bay  on  the  4'th  of  October. 

But,  on  this  occasion,  as  on  almost  every  other, 
the  English  had  a  melancholy  proof  how  little 
dependance  can  be  placed  on  French  declarations 
and  assurances.  Duval  never  made  his  appear- 
ance, for  he  was  not  able  to  collect  more  than  fifty 
whites ;  the  enemy's  force  was  found  to  be  far 
more  formidable  than  had  been  represented,  and 
the  gallantry  of  our  troops  proved  unavailing 
against  superiority  of  numbers.  They  were  com- 
pelled to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  about  twenty 
men  killed  and  wounded.* 

The  defeat  and  discouragement  sustained  in  this 
attack  were  the  more  grievously  felt,  as  sickness 
soon  afterwards  began  to  prevail  to  a  great  extent 
in  the  army.  The  season  of  the  year  was  unfa- 
vourable in  the  highest  degree  for  military  opera- 
tions ii^  a  tropical  climate.  The  rains  were  in- 
cessant ;  and  the  constant  and  unusual  fatigue, 
and  extraordinary  duty  to  which  the  soldiers,  from 
the  smallness  of  their  number,  were  necessarily 
subject,  co-operating  with  the  state  of  the  wea- 
ther, produced  the  most  fatal  consequences.  That 
never-failing  attendant  on  military  expeditions  in 

*  This  Duval  being  afterwards  suspected  of  corresponding 
with  the  enemy,  was  ordered  to  quit  the  island,  and  he  went  to 
America. 

the 
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the  West  Indies,  the  yellow  or  pestilential  fever, 
raged  with  dreadful  Yirulence ;  and  so  many,  both 
of  the  seamen  and  soldiers,  perished  daily,  that  the 
urvivors  were  stricken  with  astonishment  and 
horror  at  beholding  the  hayock  made  among  their 
comrades  ! 

General  Williamson,  with  his  visual  huma- 
nity, exerted  himself  to  give  them  all  the  relief  in 
his  power.  Unhappily  he  had  no  alternative  but 
either  to  withdraw  the  troops  altogether  from  St. 
Domingo,  leaving  our  allies  and  new  subjects,  the 
French  planters  who  had  sworn  allegiance  to  our 
government,  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies,  or  to 
send,  from  an  already  exhausted  army,  a  small  rein- 
forcement of  men,  to  perish  probably  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  had  done  whose  numbers  they 
were  scarcely  sufficient  to  replace. 

The  latter  measure  was  adopted  :  in  truth,  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  admitted  of  no  other. 
The  remainder  of  the  49th  regiment,  the  30th, 
and  the  royals,  amounting  all  together  to  seven  or 
eight  hundred  men,  were  therefore  dispatched 
with  all  possible  expedition;  and  the  safety  of 
.Jamaica  was  at  length  entrusted  to  less  than  four 
hundred  regular  troops. 

The  sudden  appearance  in  St.  Domingo  of  a 
reinforcement,  though  small  in  itself,  produced 
however  a  considerable  effect  among  the  French 
planters,  by  inducing  a  belief  that  the  British  go- 
vernment was  now  iseriously  resolved  to  follow  Up 
the  blow.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
p§irishes  of  Jean  Rabel,  St.  Marc,  Arcahaye,  and 
Boucassin^  surrendered  on  the  same  conditions  as 

had 
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had  been  granted  to  Jeremie;  and  their  example 
was  soon  afterwards  followed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Leogane.  All  the  former  parishes  are  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Bight:  Leogane  on  the  south. 

The  British  commanders  now  directed  their 
\iews  once  more  towards  the  capture  of  Tibyron. 
The  defeat  which  our  troops  had  sustained  in  the 
late  attack  of  that  important  post,  served  only 
to  animate  them  to  greater  exertions ;  but  a  con- 
siderable time  unavoidably  elapsed  before  the  ex- 
pedition took  place ;  the  interval  being  employed 
in  securing  the  places  which  had  surrendered, 
1794.  On  the  21st  of  January,  however,  the  Commo- 
^dore  touched  at  Jeremie  with  the  squadron,  and 
received  the  troops  on  board ;  and  the  whole  ar- 
rived off  Cape  Tiburon  on  the  evening  of  the  first 
of  February. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force,  and 
seemed  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  British  with  great 
resolution  7  but  a  few  broadsides  from  the  ships 
,  soon  cleared  the  beach.  They  came  forward  how- 
ever again,  as  the  flank  companies  approached 
the  shorC;,  and  directed  a  general  discharge  of  mus- 
quetry  at  the  boats ;  but  our  troops  lauded  apd 
formed  in  an  instant,  routed  their  line  with  great 
slaughter,  and  immediately  took  possession  of  the 
post.  The  gallantry  of  Major  Spencer  who  com- 
manded, and  of  the  officers  and  men  who  composed, 
the  flank  companies,  was  particularly  conspicu- 
ous. It  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  a  spirited 
and  well  conducted  enterprize  throughout ;  and 
it  was  happily  effected  with  the  loss  of  only  three 
of  the  English  killed,  and  seven  wounded.    Of  the 

enemy^ 
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enemy^  one  hundred  and  fifty  surrendered  prison-   chap. 
ers  of  war ;  and  their  magazines  were  found  re- 
plete with  kmmunition** 

Br  the  possession  of  this  post  On  the  souths  and 
that  of  the  Mole  at  Cape  St.  Nicholas  on  the 
north-western  part  of  the  island^  the  British  squa- 
dron commanded  the  navigation  of  the  windward 
passage^  and  the  whole  of  that  extensive  bay 
which  forms  the  Bight  of  Leogane^  and  the  cap-^ 
ture  of  the  forts^  shippings  and  town  of  Port  au 

Prince 

*  I  have  since  been  informed  by  an  officer  of  rank,  who 
took  a  distinguished  part  in  this  enterprize,  that  the  real  num- 
ber of  British  killed  and  wounded  was  twenty-five.  This  gen- 
tleman was  himself  among  the  wounded.  The  generous  gal<^ 
lantry  of  a  common  sailor  named  Allen,  belonging  to  the  Pe- 
nelope, deserves  to  be  recorded  in  this  place.  Instead  of  re«* 
turning  to  his  ship  with  the  boats,  according  to  orders,  after  the 
troops  were  landed,  the  sailor  jumped  on  shore,  swore  tfiat  fu 
too  would  have  a  dash  at  the  Brigands,  But  it  was  necessary 
the  troops  should  follow  up  their  success,  and  it  being  found 
impossible  to  take  all  the  wounded  men  along  with  them,  many 
of  those  would  have  been  left  on  the  beach,  in  a  dark  night, 
liable  to  be  massacred  by  a  savage  enemy )  which  honest  Jack 
perceiving,  he  declared  it  was  a  more  pleasing  task  to  save  the 
lives  of  these  poor  suffering  men,  than  to  kill  half  a  score  re* 
bels.  He  therefore  plunged  into  the  water,  the  boats  having 
pushed  off,  and  by  hard  swimming,  reached  the  Hound  Sloop, 
lying  near  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  from  her  was  sent  to  his 
own  ship.  Captain  Rowley  being  by  this  means  informed  of 
the  situation  of  the  wounded  men,  manned  his  barge,  and 
brought  them  all  off  himself ;  and  with  a  very  commendable 
attention  towards  suck  of  them  as  died  in  the  removal,  ordered 
the  lieutenant  to  read  the  funeral  service  over  them,  by  the  light 
of  a  lanthorn,  before  their  bodies  were  committed  to  the  deep. 
Allen,  the  sailor,  was  reprimanded  for  his  breach  of  discipline, 
but  rewarded  with  five  pounds  for  his  humanity* 
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Prince  (the  metropolis  of  the  French  cotdnyj 
seemed  more  than  probable,  on  the  arrival  of  a 
large  armament  now  daily  expected,  with  much 
anxiety,  from  England. 

In  the  meanwhile,  it  was  determined  (now  that 
the  season  was  favourable  )  in  order  that  the  troops 
might  not  continue  inactive,  as  well  as  to  facili- 
tate the  meditated  reduction  of  Port  au  Prince, 
to  attack  UAcul^  an  important  fortress  in  the  vi'- 
cinity  of  Leogane.  Accordingly,  on  the  19th  of 
February,  the  flank  companies,  a  detachment  of 
^  the  royal  artillery,  and  of  the  13th  regiment,  with 
some  colonial  troops,  having  two  five-half-iuch 
howitzers  and  two  four-pounders,  marched  from 
thence  under  the  command  of  Colonel  White- 
locke,  at  four  in  the  morning.  Baron  de  Monta- 
lembert,  with  about  two  hundred  colonial  troops, 
and  a  few  of  the  British  artillery,  were  previously 
embarked  in  transports,  and  ordered  to  land  and 
attack  the  fort  at  an  hour  appointed.  Captain 
Vincent,  with  the  light  infantry  of  the  49th,  and 
abouteighty  of  the  colonial  troops,  took  a  moun- 
tain road,  while  Colonel  Whitelocke  moved  for- 
ward on  the  great  road,  and  took  post  just  out  of 
cannon-shot,  waiting  the  united  attacks  of  the 
Baron  and  Captain  Vincent's  detachments.  The 
enemy  began  to  cannonade  about  seven  o'clock^ 
and  continued  it  with  intervals  till  eleven,  when 
Colonel  Whitelocke  ordered  Captain  Smith,  with 
the  howitzers  and  cannon,  to  advance  and  fire 
upon  the  fort,  supported  by  the  light  infantry  of 
.the  royals  and  13th  regiments,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Spencer,  in  order  to  give  time  for  the 

Baron's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ST.  DOMINGO.  let 

Baron's  people  to  land.  Unfortunately^,  from  the  chap. 
mismanagement  of  one  of  the  transports,  the  ^.^^y^ 
troops  under  the  orders  of  the  Baron  de  Monta- 
lembert  could  not  be  landed.  Colonel  White- 
locke/ therefore,  finding  he  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  them,  the  day  being  considerably  adyanced, 
now  came  to  the  determination  of  attacking  the 
fort  by  storm ;  and  detached  Major  Spencer,  with 
the  grenadiers  of  the  49th  regiment,  and  the  light 
infantry  of  the  13th,  to  join  Captain  Vincent, 
and  approach  the  fort  by  the  mountain  road,  while 
he  himself  marched  by  the  great  road  for  the  same 
purpose.  At  five  o'clock,  the  two  columns  mov- 
ed forward,  and  the  moment  the  enemy  discover- 
ed the  march  of  Colonel  Whitelocke's  division, 
they  commenced  a  very  heivy  fire  of  cannon  and 
musquetry.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
the  column  to  advance  and  gain  the  fort,  which 
orders  were  gallantly  and  rapidly  executed.  At  this 
instant.  Lieutenant  M'^Kerras  of  the  engineers, 
and  Captain  Hutchinson  of  the  royals,  were  both 
wounded;  but  they  continued  their  exertions, 
notwithstanding,  till  the  fort  was  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  the  victors.  Our  loss  was  not  great ;  but 
Captain  Morshead  (who  had  before  received  a  shot 
in  the  body,  when  gallantly  mounting  the  hill) 
with  Lieutenant  Tinlin  of  the  20th  grenadiers. 
Lieutenant  Caulfield  of  the  62d  regiment,  and 
some  privates,  were  unfortunately  blown  up1i>y  an 
explosion  after  the  fort  was  taken  ;  for  the  officer 
who  commanded,  finding  he  could  no  longer  de- 
fend it,  placed  a  quantity  of  powder  and  other 
^mbustibles  in  one  of  the  buildings,  which  was 
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^^^^'  fired  by  an  unfbrtuaate  brigand^,  who  perished  in 
the  explosion.  Captain  Morshead  died  the  next 
day^  and  was  interred  with  military  honours^  at* 
tended  by  the  British  garrison ;  Lieutenant  CauU 
field  lingered  some  time  longer^  and  then  followed 
him  to  the  grave ;  but  Lieutenant  Tinlin  reco-^ 
vered*. 

The  next  enterprize  of  our  gallant  little  army 
had  a  less  favourable  termination.  It  was  direct* 
ed  against  a  strong  post  and  settlement  at  a  place 
called  Bampardj  about  eight  miles  from  Cape  St. 
Nicholas^  where  a  hardy  race  of  people^  chiefly  a 
colony  of  Germans^  had  established  themselves, 
and  lived  in  unambitious  poverty.  A  detachment 
of  two  hundred  men,  from  the  different  corps, 
were  ordered  on  this  service,  in  two  divisions,  one 
of  which  was  commanded  by  Major  Spencer,  the 
brave  and  active  officer  already  mentioned,  the 
other  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Markham.  Of  their 
proceedings  during  the  attack,  and  their  retreat 
afterwards,  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  the 
particulars.  AJl  that  is  known  to  the  publick 
with  certainty  is,  that  our  troops  were  repulsed  by 
superior  numbers,  with  the  loss  of  forty  men,  but 
without  any  diminution  of  the  national  character. 

It 

*  I  am  indebted  to  the  gentleman  who  favoured  me  with  the 
information  conveyed  in  the  note  to  p.  l6l.  for  the  following 
corrections  and  observations  on  the  account,  which  I  have  given 
above,  of  the  attack  of  JcuL  "  Our  loss,  that  day  (Ihe  igth 
"  February)  was  thirty-four  killed  and  wounded,  amongst 
"  whom  were  six  English  officers  and  ten  Frenchmen.  Lieu- 
*'  tenant  Lord  Aylmer  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  while  ad- 
*'  vancing  in  Major  Spencer's  division  to  the  attack.** 
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It  was  allowed,   even  by  the  emerfty,  that  they   chap, 
fought  bravely.   They  were  defeated,  not  dismay- 
ed, by  circumstances  which  probably  they  did  not 
foresee,  and  against  which  human  prudence  could 
not  provide. 

This  afflicting  loss  was  but  ill  compensated,  by 
the  very  distinguished  honour  which  was  soon  Af- 
terwards acquired  by  the  few  Britisl^  troops  that 
had  been  left  in  possession  of  Cape  TibUron,  under 
the  conunand  of  Captain  Harlyman,  of  the  13th 
regiment,  who  were  attacked  on  the  16th  of  Aprils 
)biy  an  antny  of  brigands,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
two  thousand.  The  enemy's  force  was  led  on  by 
Andrew  Rigaud,  a  man  of  colour,  who  command-* 
ed  at  Les  Caves,  and  was  composed  of  revolted  . 
negroes,  and  desperadoes  of  all  descriptions,  ra- 
j^cious  after  plunder,  and  thirsting  for  blood. 
This^^javage  horde  surrounded  the  fort  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  was  defended  with 
much  spirit  until  a  quarter  before  nine,  when  the 
b^eged^  quitting  the  fort,  assailed^  the  assailants^ 
^xi^  routed  the  besiegers  with  great  slaughter,  one 
hundred  and  seventy  of  their  number  being  left 
dead  on  the  field  ;  but  when  it  was  discovered  that 
no  less  than  twenty-eight  of  our  gallant  soldiers 
had  lost  their  lives,  and  that  one  hundred  and  nine 
others  were  severely  wounded  in  the  bloody  con- 
test, the  shouts  of  triumph  were  suppressed  by 
gloomy  reflections  on  the  forlorn  condition  of  the 
army,  it  being  mournfuily  evident  that  a  few  more 
puch  victories  would  annihilate  the  victors  ! 

The  defence  of  Fort  L'Acul,  early  in  the  same 
liionth^  is  also  deseryin^  particular  notice.     Cap- 
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tain  Napier  had  the  command ;  and  he  was  ably 
supported  by  Lieutenant  Bambridge,  of  the  artil- 
lery, and  Lieutenant  M'Kellan,  of  the  royals.  The 
latter  was  stationed  in  the  adjoining  block-house. 
The  enemy,  "on  this  occasion,  conducted  their 
operations  with  such  secrecy  and  concert,  that  it 
was  supposed  they  must  have  lain  concealed,  a 
considerable  part  of  the  night,  in  the  ditch  ;  as  the 
first  notice  the  garrison  had  of  their  approach, 
was  Yrom  a  loud  yell  which  they  uttered  in  en- 
deavouring to  enter  the  embrasures. 

The  firing  of  our  morning  gun  was  their  signal 
of  attack  ;  but  they  seem  not  to  have  been  appriz- 
ed that  previous  thereto,  by  a  full  hour,  it  was  the 
constant  practice  of  the  British  officers  to  have 
their  men  at  the  out-posts  under  arms. 

Bein^g  twice  repulsed  from  the  fort  and  block- 
house, the  enemy  rallied,  and  made  a  third  at- 
tempt ;  an  instance  of  persevering  bravery,  unob- 
served until  that  time  in  their  warfare.  They  were, 
however^  finally  driven  ofi*;  and  were  afterwards 
pursued  with  great  slaughter  by  a  party  of  French 
royalists^  under  the  command  of  the  Baron  de 
Montalembert,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Leogane. 
The  whole  of  the  British  force  at  this  time  in 
all  parts  of  St.  Domingo  did  not,  I  believe, 
amount  to  nine  hundred  effective  men,  a  number 
by  no  means  sufficient  to  garrison  the  places  in 
our  possession  ;  and  the  rapid  diminution  which 
prevailed  among  them,  could  not  fail  to  attract 
observation  among  all  classes  of  the  French  inha- 
bitants; to  dispirit  our  allies,  and  encourage  our 
enemies.     Such  of  the  planters  as  had  hitherto 
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stood  aloof^  now  began  to  declare  tbemselves  hos-  c^p. 
tile ;  and  desertions  were  frequent  from  most  of  ^^^>^ 
the  parishes  that  had  surrendered.  At  Jean  Ra- 
bell^  a  place  which^  a  few  months  before^  had  vd- 
luntarily  declared  for  the  British  government/ the 
garrison^  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
our  supposed  allies^  rose  on  their  officers^  and 
compelled  them  to  deliver  up  the  post  of  Lavaux> 
the  French  genera^  and  it  was  greatly  apprehend- 
ed that*  unless  a  very  powerful  reinforcement 
should  speedily  arrive  to  strengthen  the  British 
army,  many  other  places  would  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 

Eight  months  had  now  elapsed  since  the  sur- 
render of  Jeremie^  and  in  all  that  interval^  not  a 
^oldier  had  arrived  from  Gr^eat  Britain ;  and  the 
want  of  camp  equipage,  provisions^  and  necessa- 
ries, was  grievously  felt  The  army  seemed  devot- 
ed to  inevitable  destruction,  and  disappointment 
and  dismay  were  strongly  itiarked  in  the  counte- 
nance of  every  man.  At  length,  however,  on  the 
19th  of  May,  when  expectation  was  nearly  lost  May  179^ 
in  despair,  it  was  announced  that  his  Majesty's 
ships  the  Belliqueux  and  the  Irresistible,  with  the 
Fly  sloop,  had  cast  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Cape 
St.  Nicholas,  having  a  fleet  of  transports  under 
their  convoy,  with  the  battalion  companies  on 
board  of  the  22d,  23d,  and  41st  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Whyte.  This  event,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  af- 
forded infinite  relief  and  satisfaction  to  the  harass- 
ed and  worn-out  troops  on  shore ;  and  their  ani- 
mation on  this  occasion  was  heightened  by  the 
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confident  hope  and  expectation  that  Port  au 
Prince  would  be  the  object  of  an  immediate  at- 
tack. It  was  known  that  its  harbour  was  crowd-* 
ed  with  ships^  most  of  which  were  apposed  to  be 
laden  with  the  richest  productions  of  the  colony ; 
and  although  the  regiments  newly  arrived  did  not 
exceed  sixteen  hundred  men  in  the  whole  (of 
whom  two  hundred  and  fifty  were  sick  and  conva-' 
lescent)  the  deficiency  of  numbers  was  no  longer 
the  subject  of  complaint.  Every  one  anticipated 
to  himself  the  possession  of  great  wealth  from  the 
(Capture;  and  justly  cencluded  that  his  share  of 
the  prize  money  would  augment  or  diminish  in  an 
inverse  propoirtion  to  the  number  of  captors. 

The  belief  that  Part  au  Prince  would  be  the 
first  object  of  attti,ck  was  well  founded ;  and  the 
road  of  Arcahaye  was  fixed  on  as  a  place  of  ren- 
dezvous for  the  men  of  war  and  transports.  Ac- 
cordingly, General  Whyte,  having  landed  his  sick 
p-t  Cape  St,  Nicholas^,  4nd  taken  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  garrison  in  their  room,  proceeded  on 
the  23d  to  the  place  appointed,  to  concert  mea- 
sures with  Commodore  Ford,  and  receive  on  board 
such  of  the  colonial  troops  as  were  to  co-operate 
with  the  British  in  this  enterprize.  On  the  SOth 
the  squadron  sailed  from  Arcahaye,  and  cast  an- 
chor off*  Port  an  Prince  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  It  was  composed  of  four  ships  of  the 
line,  the  Europa,  the  Belliqueux,  the  Irresistible, 
and  the  Sceptrp,  three  frigates,  and  four  or  five 
smaller  vessels ;  the  whole  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Commodore  Ford;  and  the  land 
forces,  under  the  orders  of  General  Whyte,  con- 
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sisted  of  one  thousand  four  hundi*ed  and  sixty-five    chap. 


X. 


rank  and  file  fit  for  duty. 

The  whole  force  being  thus  collected,  and  the 
necessary  preparations  made,  a  flag  was  sent,  early 
the  next  morning,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
place ;  but  the  officer  charged  with  the  dispatch 
was  informed  that  no  flag  would  be  admitted,  and 
the  letter  was  returned  unopened.  It  was  now 
determined  to  commence  operations  by  the  can^ 
nonade  of  Fort  Bizotton,  a  fortress  situated  on 
a  commanding  eminence,  well  adapted  to  guard 
the  approach  to  the  harbour,  and  defended  by 
five  hundred  men,  eight  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
and  two  mortars.  Two  line  of  battle  ships  were 
ordered  to  attack  the  sea-front,  and  a  frigate  was 
stationed  close  to  the  shore,  to  flank  a  ravine  to  * 
the  eastward.  From  these  vessels  a  brisk  and 
well-directed  ^  fire  was  maintained  for  several 
hours ;  but  as  no  great  impression  appeared  o  b3 
made.  Major  Spencer,  with  three  hundred  Bri- 
tish, and  about  five  hundred  of  the  colonial  troops, 
was  put  on  shore  in  the  evening,  within  a  mile  of 
the  fort,  with  orders  to  commence  an  attack  on 
the  side  towards  the  land.  On  their  arrival  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  scene  of  action,  about 
eight  o'clock  at  night,  a  most  tremendous  thunder- 
storm arose,  accompanied  with  a  deluge  of  rain, 
of  which,  as  it  overpowered  the  soun-  of  their 
approach,  the  advanced  guard,  commanded  by 
Captain  Daniel,  of  the  4 1st,  determined  to  take 
advantage.  These  brave  men,  sixty  only  in  num- 
ber, accordingly  rushed  forward,  and  finding  a 
l>)reach  in  the  walls,  entered  with  fixed  bayonets, 
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and  became  instantly  masters  of  thefortr^s;  the  be- 
\  sieged  every  where  throwing  down  their  arms^  and 
calling  for  mercy.  So  rapid  were  the  movements 
of  this  gallant  band^  and  so  unexpected  was  their 
success,  that  Major  Spencer,  the  commander,  had 
his  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  whole  party,  of  whose 
situation  he  was  unapprized  for  some  hours.  I 
grieve  to  add,  that  Captain  Daniel,  who  so  gal* 
lantly  led  the  advanced  guard  on  this  occasion,  re* 
ceived  a  severe  wound  in  the  attack^  while  his  brave 
associate.  Captain  Wallace,  the  second  in  com* 
mand;  vv'as  most  unfortunately  killed  on  the  glacis. 
The  possession  of  Fort  Bizotton  determined  the 
fate  of  the  capital,  which  was  evacuated  by  the 
«nemy  on  the  4th  of  June ;  and  the  British  com- 
manders were  so  fortunate  as  to  preserve,  not  only 
the  town  itself,  but  also  the  shipping  in  the  har- 
bour, from  conflagration,  although  the  republican 
commissioners  had  given  orders  and  made  prepa»> 
rations  for  setting  fire  to  both.  The  commissioners 
themselves,  with  many  of  their  adherents,  among 
whom  was  the  Mulatto  Montbrun,  commandant 
of  their  troops,  made  their  escape  over  the  moun* 
tains  to  Jacmel,  carrying  with  them,  it  is  said^ 
money  and  effects  to  a  great  amount. 

Thus  was  achieved  the  conquest  of  Port  au 
Prince  ;  an  event  which  has  proved  not  less  pro- 
fitable tlrtin  honourable  to  such  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  by  whom  it  was  effected,  as  have  lived  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  victory;  for  there  were 
captured  in  the  harbour,  two-and-twenty  top-sail 
vessels,  fully  laden  with  sugar,  indigo,  and  coffee, 
of  which  thirteen  were  from  three  to  five  hundred 
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tons  burthen,  and  the  remaining  nine,  from  one    ci^, 
hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  tons  ;  besides   ^-—v-^ 
seven  thousand  tons  of  shipping  in  ballast ;  the  va- 
lue of  all  which,  at  a  moderate  computation,  could 
not  be  far  short  of  4<X),000/.  sterling*. 

♦  Three  days  after  the  surrender  of  Port  au  Prince,  the  ene- 
my made  a  second  attempt  on  the  British  post  at  Tiburon ;  at 
that  time  under  the  command  of  Captain  (now  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel) Bradshaw.  This  attack  took  place  on  the  7tii  of  June  ; 
but  the  assailants  were  prevented  bringing  their  artillery  to  bear 
on  the  fort,  by  a  hekyy  and  well  -directed  fire  from  the  Success 
Frigate  (Captain  Roberts),  stationed  off  the  point,  close  to 
which  the  cannon  must  have  been  conveyed  j  about  midnight, 
therefore,  the  enemy,  from  the  covert  of  an  adjoining  wood,  be- 
gan a  general  discharge  of  small  arms,  and  continued  to  fire 
very  vigorously  for  several  hours,  but  with  little  execution  5  the 
fort  having  been  made  proof  against  musquetry.     During  this  ^ 

attack,  as  the  great  guns  of  the  fort  could  not  be  pointed  towards 
the  enemy  with  any  certainty  of  effect.  Captain  Bradshaw  di- 
rected his  men  to  remain  quiet.  By  this  judicious  conduct  the 
enemy  were  completely  deceived  5  for  interpreting  the  silence 
and  inactivity  of  the  garrison  to  proceed  from  the  effects  of  ter- 
rcr  and  the  loss  of  men,  they  were  encouraged,  about  six  in  the 
morning,  to  attempt,  in  full  force,  to  storm.  The  consequences 
were  fatal  to  them :  Captain  Bradshaw  allowed  them  to  ap- 
proach within  a  small  distance  of  the  walls,  when  he  opened  so 
tremendous  a  fire,  both  from  artillery  and  small  arms,  as  in- 
stantly laid  nearly  one  half  of  their  number  breatliless,  and  com- 
pelled the  remainder  to  retreat  in  the  utmost  confusion.  A  sor- 
tie being,  at  the  same  time,  made  from  the  garrison,  a  great 
many  were  killed  in  the  pursuit,  and  their  discomfiture  was  de- 
cisive. ^ 

^  The  circumstances  here  related  were  unfortunately 
omitted  in  the  first  edition  of  the  Historical  Survey  of  St. 
Domingo. 
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Sickness  among  the  Troops,  and  the  causes  there^ 
of.  —  Reinforcement, — Dreadful  v  Mortality. — 
General  IVliyte  is  succeeded  by  Brigadier  General 
Horneck, — Leogane  taken  by  the  Rebels, — Tem- 
porary Successes  ef  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bri- 
shake  at  Artibonite. — Revolt  of  the  Mvlattoes  at 
St.  Marc. — Attack  of  Fort  Bizotton. — Prepa- 
rations by  Rigaudfor  another  Attempt  on  Tibu-, 
ron. — The  Post  attacked  on  Christmas  Day, 
and  carried. — Gallant  Defence  and  Escape  of  the 
Garrison,  and  melancholy  Fate  of  Lieutenant 
Baskerville. — Lieutenant-Colonels  Brisbane  and 
Markham  killed. — Observations  and  Strictures 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

^^f^^'  From  the  success  which  attended  the  British 
arms  in  the  conquest  of  Port  au  Prince,  it  might 
have  been  hoped  ths^t  we  were  now  to  enter  on  the 
survey  of  brighter  prospects  than  those  which  have 
hitherto  presented  themselves  to  our  contempla* 
tion ;  but  a  melancholy  reverse  of  fortune  was 
soon  to  await  the  conquerors  ;  for,  immediately 
after  possession  was  taken  of  the  town,  the  same 
dreadful  scourge^r^isease,  exasperated  to  conta- 
gion, which  had  been  so  fatally  prevalent  among 
our  troops  in  the  preceding  autumn,  renewed  its 
destructive  prjogress ;  and,  on  this  occasion,  it  is 
pot  difficult  to  trace  the  proximate  causes  of  so 
terrible  a  calamity.  The  situation  of  the  town  of 
Port  au  Prince  has  already  been  noticed.     Un* 

healthy 


XI. 
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healthy  in  itself,  it  is  surrounded  by  fortified  chap. 
heights^  which  command,  both  the  lines  and  the ' 
harbour ;  and  these  heights  are  again  commanded 
by  others.  Here  the  enemy  on  their  retreat  from 
town,  made  their  stand,  in  the  well-founded  con- 
fidence of  receiving  regular  supplies  of  men,  am- 
munition, and  necessaries,  from  Les  Cayes,  a  sea- 
port on  the  southern  coast,  distant  only  from 
Port  au  Prince,  by  a  very  easy  road,  about  forty 
miles  (a).  No  part  of  St.  Domingo  possesses  a 
more  ready  communication  with  the  French 
Islands  to  windward  or  with  the  states  of  Ame- 
rica, than  the  port  last  mentioned ;  and  from  both 
these  sources,  reinforcements  were  actually  re- 
ceived, and  constantly  poured  into  the  enemy's 
camp.  On  this  account  the  British  commanders 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  strengthen  the 
lines,  and  raise  additional  intrenchments  and  works 
on  that  side  of  the  town  which  fronts  the  moun- 
tains. Thus  a  most  severe  and  unusual  burthen 
was  imposed  on  the  soldiers.  They  were  com- 
pelled with  but  little  intermission,  to  dig  the 
ground  in  the  day,  and  to  perform  military  duty 
in  the  night ;  exposed,  in  the  one  case^  to  the 

burning 

fa)  The  harbour  of  Les  Cayes  was  guarded  hj  two  small 
forts,  each  of  which  was  furnished  with  only  six  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  a  smaller  battery,  which  mounted  only  five  pieces. 
The  number  of  white  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  town  were 
computed  at  eight  hundred }  but  the  people  of  colour  had  taken 
possession  of  it  in  the  latter  end  of  1792,  and  Andrew  Rigaud, 
a  Mulatto,  was  made  commander  in  chief  and  governor-general 
of  the  south  side  of  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo.  His. 
power  was  absolute,  and  his  brother,  of  the  same  cast,  was  ap- 
pointed next  in  command.  These  men  were  invested  with  thil 
authority  by  the  two  commissioners,  Polverel  and  Santhonax. 
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burning  rays  of  the  sun ;  in  the  other^  to  the  tiox'^ 
ious  dews  and  heavy  rains  of  the  climate.  Such 
extraordinary  and  excessive  labour  imposed  on 
men^  most  of  whom  had  been  actually  confined  six 
months  on  ship-board  without  fresh  proyisions  or 
exercise^  cooperating  with  the  malignancy  of  the 
air^  produced  its  natural  consequences.  They 
dropt  like  the  leaves  in  autumn^  until  at  length 
the  garrison  became  so  diminished  and  enfeebled, 
that  deficiencies  of  the  guards  were  oftentimes 
made  up  from  convalescents,  who  were  scarcely 
able  to  stand  under  their  arms  (bj. 

It  is  true,  that  a  reinforcement  came  from  the 
Windward  Islands,  soon  after  the  surrender  of  the 
town; — ^but,  by  a  mournful  fatality,  this  apparent 
augmentation  of  the  strength  of  the  garrison,  con* 
tributed  in  an  eminent  degree  to  the  rapid  encrease 
and  aggravation  of  its  miseries.  On  the  8th  of 
June,  eight  flank  companies  belonging  to  the  23d, 
23d,  35th,  and  41st  regiments,  arrived  at  Port  au 
Prince,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Lenox.  They  consisted,  on  their  embarkation^ 
of  about  seventy  men  each,  but  the  aggregate 
pumber,  when  landed,  was  not  quite  three  hun- 
dred. The  four  grenadier  companies,  in  parti- 
cular, were  nearly  annihilated.  The  frigate  in 
which  they  were  conveyed,  became  a  house  of  pes-- 
tUence.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their  num- 
ber were  buried  in  the  deep,  in  the  short  passage 

between 

(b)  It  was  fortunate  for  the  British  army,  that  the  French 
troops  suffered  by  sickness  almost  as  much  as  our  owp  :  Port  au 
Prince  would  otherwise  have  bee»  but  a  short  time  in  our  pos- 
session. 
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between  Guadaloupe  and  Jamaica^  and  one  turl-  ^^^^* 
dred  and  fifty  more  were  left  in  a  dying  state  at  vj^'v^^ 
Port  Royal.  The  wretched  remains  of  the  whole 
detachment  discovered,  on  their  landing  at  Port  au 
Prince,  that  they  came-^not  to  participate  in  the 
glories  of  conquest,  but — ^to  perish  themselves 
within  the  walls  of  a  hospital !  So  rapid  was 
the  mortality  in  the  British  army,  after  their  ar- 
rival, that  no  less  than  forty  officers  and  upwards 
of  six  hundred  rank  and  file  met  an  untimely 
deaths  without  a  contest  with  any  other  enemy 
than  sickness,  in  the  short  space  of  two  months 
after  the  surrender  of  (he  town  ! 

General  Whyte,  his  health  much  impaired, 
and  hopeless,  it  may  be  presumed,  of  further  tri- 
umphs with  an  army  thus  reduced  and  debilitated, 
now  solicited  and  obtained  permission  to  return 
to  Europe.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  chief  com- 
mand by  Brigadier-General  Horneck,  who  arriv- 
ed from  Jamaica  about  the  middle  of  September ;  ITH. 
and  if  the  requisite  qualifications  for  such  a  sta- 
tion—firmness without  arrogance,  and  conciliat- 
ing manners  without  weakness,  could  always  en- 
sure success  to  the  possessor.  General  Horneck 
would  have  brought  good  fortune  with  him.  But 
the  difficulties  which  the  former  commander  would 
have  had  to  encounter,  had  he  remained  in  his 
station,  devolved  with  aggravated  weight  on  his 
successor.  The  only  reinforcement  which  fol- 
lowed General  Horneck,  consisted  of  fifty  men 
from  Jamaica.  Whatever  troops  were  promised 
or  expected  from  Great  Britain,  none  arrived, 
until  the  expiration  of  seven  months  after  General 
5  Horneck 
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Horneck  had  taken  the  command.  Instead  there-" 
fore  of  attempting  new  achievements^  he  was  com- 
pelled^ by  irresistible  necessity,  to  act  chiefly  on 
the  defensive.  The  rebel  MulattoeS:,  under  Ri- 
gaud^  even  became  masters  of  Leo^ne^  and  satiat- 
ed their  vengeance  by  putting  to  death  all  such 
of  the  French  planters^  our  allies^  as  unfortunately 
fell  into  their  power. 

On  the  other  hand^  the  judicious  exertions  and 
rapid  successes  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brisbane  on 
the  plain  of  Artibonite,  had  been  for  some  time 
the  subject  of  much  applause^  and  had  given  birth 
to  great  expectation.  The  French  inhabitants  of 
the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  St.  Marc,  had 
been  all  along  more  heartily  disposed  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  English,  than  any  of  their  country- 
men. Colonel  Brisbane  had  not  above  fourscore 
British  under  his  command.  The  rest  of  his  little 
army  was  composed  of  the  remains  of  Dillon's  re- 
giment, the  St.  Marc's  legion,  the  militia  of  the 
neighbouring  parishes,  and  a  body  of  about  three 
hundred  reluctant  Spaniards  from  Verette;  the 
whole  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  men  in  arms. 
With  thjs  force,  properly  distributed,  he  had  rout- 
ed the  republican  troops  and  rebel  negroes  in  every 
quarter  ;  and  even  brought  the  negro  chiefs  to  so- 
licit permission  to  capitulate.  Eight  or  ten  thou- 
sand of  these  deluded  wretches  had  actually  sub- 
mitted unconditionally,  and  many  returned,  of 
their  own  accord,  to  the  plantations  of  their  mas- 
ters. But  these  promising  appearances  were  of 
short  continuance.  While  Colonel  Brisbane  was 
following  up  his  successes  in  a  distant  part  of 

Artibonite, 
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Artibonite,  the  men  of  colour  in  the  town  of 
St.  Marc,  finding  the  town  itself  without  troops, 
had  violated  their  promises  of  neutrality,  and  on  1^94. 
the  6th  of  September,  taken  up  arms  on  the  part 
of  the  republick ;  putting  to  death  every  man  that 
fell  in  their  way,  whom  they  considered  as  an  ene- 
my to  the  French  commissioners. — The  garrison^ 
consisting  of  about  forty  British  convalescents, 
threw  themselves  into  a  small  fort  on  the  sea- 
shore, which  they  gallantly  defended  for  two  days, 
when  a  frigate  came  to  their  relief  from  the  Mole 
of  Cape  St.  Nicholas,  and  took  them  ofi;-— The 
triumph  of  the  Mulattoes,  however,  was  transient. 
Colonel  Brisbane  returning  in  force,  attacked  them 
on  the  side  of  the  land^  and  recovered  the  town  ; 
making  upwards  of  three  hundred  of  the  insur- 
gents  prisoners,  and  driving  the  rest  over  the 
Artibonite  river;  but  the  advantages  which  he 
had  obtained  on  the  plain  were  lost  in  the  interim. 
The  negro  chiefs  no  longer  offered  to  capitulate, 
•but  appeared  in  greater  force  than  ever.  Being 
joined  by  the  fugitive  Mulattoes,  they  soon  re- 
passed the  river  ;  and  having  procured  in  the 
inean  tinie,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition,  they 
threatened  so  formidable  an  attack  on  the  town  of 
St.  Marc,  early  in  October,  as  to  excite  the  most 
serious  apprehensions  for  its  safety. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs,  in  the  west- 
ern parts  of  St.  Domingo,  about  the  period  of 
General  Horneck's  arrival.  The  northern  pro- 
vince (the  Mole  St.  Nicholas  atid  the  town  of 
Fort  Dauphin  excepted )  was  entirely  in  possession 
of  the  rebel  negroes  ;  and  unhappily,  in  all  other 

Vol.  III.  N  parts 
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parts  of  the  colony^  the  weakness  of  the  British 
was  so  apparent,  as  not  only  to  invite  attacks  from 
^^^^'  the  enemy,  but  also  to  encourage  revolt,  and  con- 
spiracy in  the  posts  in  our  possession  (cj.  Ri- 
gaud,  who  commanded  in  the  south,  now  deter- 
mined to  make  a  bold  effort  for  the  recovery  of 
Fort  Bizotton.  The  fort  was  attacked  early  in 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  December  by  three  co- 
lumns of  the  enemy,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
about  two  thousand  men  ;  but  they  were  defeated 
with  great  slaughter  on  their  part,  and  with  little 
loss  on  ours.  Captain  Grant,  however,  and  both 
his  lieutenants,  Clunes  and  Hamilton,  were  se- 
verely wounded  •  early  in  the  attack ;  yet  they 
continued  their  efforts,  and  nobly  succeeded ;  and 
General  Williamson  bore  testimony  to  their  good 
conduct  and  valour. 

Baffled  in  this  attack,  Rigaud  resolved  to 
make  another,  and  a  more  formidable  attempt,  for 
the  recovery  of  Tiburon.  His  intentions  were 
known,  and  his  project  might  have  been  defeated, 

if 

(c)  Colonel  Brisbane  had  scarcely  driven  the  Mulattoes  from 
St.  Marc,  and  restored  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  town,  be- 
/  fore  a  dark  conspiracy  was  agitated  among  some  of  the  French 

inhabitants,  under  the  British  protection,  to  cut  him  off  ^  but  it 
was  happily  discovered  and  defeated  before  it  broke  out  into  ac- 
tion. Tiiis  happened  the  beginning  of  January  1 795  j  and  a 
«till  more  daring  and  dangerous  plot  was  carried  on,  a  month 
afterwards,  in  Port  au  Prince,  to  seize  on  the  garrison,  and  put 
all  the  English  to  death.  This  conspiracy  also  was  fortunately 
discovered,  and  twenty  of  the  conspirators  being  brought  to 
trial  before  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  the  principal  com- 
manders by  sea  and  land  (among  whom  were  five  French  field 
officers)  they  were  all  adjudged  to  suffer  death,  and  fifteen  of 
them  were  accbrdingly  shot  on  tlie  18th  of  February. 
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it  Any  One  English  ship  of  war  could  have  hecn  chap* 
spared  ib  watch  his  motions  off  the  harbour  of  v^-^-^^-^^ 
Les  Cayes>  where  Rigaud  commanded,  and  from  ^'^^^^ 
whence  he  conveyed  his  artillery,  ammunition^ 
and  provisions.  He  proceeded,  however,  without 
interruption,  in  his  preparations  for  the  attack  ; 
and  his  armament  sailed  from  Les  Cayesonthe 
23d  of  December.  His  naval  force  consisted  of 
one  brig  of  sixteen  guns,  and  three  schooners  of 
fourteen  guns  each  ;  and  he  had  collected  a  body 
of  three  thousand  men,  of  all  colours  and  de- 
scriptions, eight  hundred  of  which  were  troops  of 
the  line.  The  attack  commenced  on  Christmas- 
day.  The  harbour  was  defended  with  infinite 
spirit,  by  the  sloop  King  Gray,  until  a  red-hot  shot 
from  the  enemy  took  her  magazine,  and  caused  her 
to  blow  up.  The  garrison,  consisting  of  only 
four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  made  a  vigorous  de- 
fence for  four  days,  when,  having  lost  upwards  of 
three  I*andred  of  their  number,  and  finding  the 
post  no  longer  tenable,  the  survivors,  with  unex- 
ampled bravery,  fought  their  way  for  five  miles 
through  the  enemy,  and  got  safe  to  Irois.  On 
this  occasion,  the  British  acknowledged  themselves 
much  indebted  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  , 

of  Monsieur  de  Sevre,  commandant  of  the  French 
troops.  M.  du  Plessis,  the  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
and  two  other  officers  of  the  south  legion  were 
killed  in  the  fort.  The  loss  of  du  Plessis  was  greatly 
felt  and  lamented.  Lieutenant  Baskerville  was 
the  only  British  oflpicer  who,  by  some  unfortunate 
circumstance,  was  unable  to  join  his  companions 
in  their  retreat;  and  this  high-spirited  young 
man^  with  a  resolution  which,  though  a  Christiaa 
n%  must 
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CHAP,   must  condemn  it,  a  Roman  would  hare  approved, 
^'*     ,  to  defeat  the  triumph  of  his  savage  enemy,  who 
would  probably  have  made  him  suffer  a  shameful 
death,  put  a  period  to  his  own  existence  as  Ri- 
gaud  entered  the  fort. 

AYiTii  this  disastrous  occurrence  terminated  the 
year  1794,  fd)  and  here  I  shall  close  my  account 
of  the  military  transactions  of  the  British  army  in 
St.  Domingo  ;  for,  although  hostilities  are  still 
continued  iu  this  ill-fated  country,  it  is,  I  think, 
sufficiently  apparent,  that  all  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions of  ultimate  success  are  vanished  for  ever ! 
The  historian  who  shall  recount  the  events  of  1795, 
will  have  to  lament  the  mournful  and  untimely 
deaths  of  many  brave  and  excellent  young  men  who 
perished  in  this  fruitless  contest.    Among  the  fore- 
most of  these  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas 
Brisbane,  of  whom  honourable   notice  is  taken 
in  the  foregoing  pages,  and  whose  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  were  not  more  the  subject  of  uni- 
versal admiration,  than  his  untimely  fate  of  uni- 
versal regret.     He  was  killed  on  a  reconnoitring 
party  in  February.      By  his  death,  his  country 
was  deprived,  at  a  most  critical  juncture,  of  an 
able,  indefatigable,  and  intelligent  officer,  who  had 
gained  the  alfections  of  most  of  the  various  descrip- 
tions of  people  under  his  command  by  hiskind- 
ness,  and  the  confidence  of  all  by  his  courage  fej. 

The 

(d)  IVIlijor  General  Williamson,  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
was  appointed  Governor  General  of  St.  Domingo.  He  arrived 
at  Port  nu  Prince  in  May  1795. 

(e)  He  was  a  captain  in  the  49th  regiment,  and  lieutenant  co- 
lonel of  the  colonial  corps  called  the  St.  Marc's  Legion. 
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The  same  fate,  a  month  afterwards,  awaited  Lieu-  chap: 
tenant-Colonel  Markham,  who  perished  in  attack-  ^^^^ 
ing  an  out-post  of  the  enemy's  forces  which  were,  ^^^J"^?"^ 
at  that  lime,  laying  siege  to  Fort  Bizotton.  He  fell 
as  the  detachment  was  rapidly  advancing  to  the 
charge.  His  survivor  in  command  (the  hon.  Cap- 
tain Colville )  proceeded  however  with  equal  ani- 
mation :  the  out-post  was  cslrried  ;  the  colours  of 
the  enemy,  and  five  pieces  of  their  cannon,  were 
taken,  and  some  hundreds  of  their  number  slain  on 
the  spot ;  but  the  victory  was  dearly  obtained  by 
the  loss  of  so  enterprizing  and  accomplished  a 
leader.  Yet  it  affords  some  consolation  to  reflect^ 
that  these  brave  young  men,  though  cut  off  in  the 
bloom  of  life,  fell  in  the  field  of  glory,  nobly  ex^ 
erting  themselves  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and 
dying  aipidst  the  blessings  and  applauses  of  their 
compatriots,  Alas,  how  niany  of  their  youthful 
associates,  in  this  unhappy  war,  might  havje  envied 
them  so  glorious  an  exit !  W  hat  numbers  have 
perished— not  in  the  field  of  honour— but  on  the 
bed  of  sicknessf  !-^not  amidst  the  shouts  of  vic- 
tory— but  the  groans  of  despair  ! — condemned  to 
linger  in  the  horrors  of  pestilence ;  to  fall  without 
a  conflict,  and  to  die  without  renown !  ffj^ 

These 

0  TJie  disease  of  which  so  many  gallant  men  have  perished 
is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  yellow  fever.  Two  ' 
writers  of  great  ability  (Dr.  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Moseley  of  Pall  Mall,  London)  have  treated  fully  of  this 
dreadful  calamity.  The  picture  which  the  latter  has  given  qf 
an  unhappy  patient  of  his  in  the  West  Indies,  a  young  officer 
of  great  merit,  in  the  last  stage  of  this  disease,  after  four  days 
jjiness,  is  drawn  by  the  band  of  a  master.     */  I  arrived  at  the 

Ipdgin^^ 
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CHAP.  These  reflections,  and  the  observations  whicli 
I  have  made  in  the  preceding  pages,  oil  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  means  to  the  objects  in  view,  are 
not  vwritten  in  the  spirit  of  accusation  against  meq 
in  authority ;  nor  ( if  I  know  myself)  i$  there  any 
bias  of  party  zeal  on  my  judgmept.  I  am  far  from 
asserting,  that  the  situation  and  resources  of  Great 
Britain  were  such  a$  to  afibrd  a  greater  body  of 
troops  for  siervice  in  St.  Dopiingo,  at  the  proper 
iponient,  than  the  number  that  was  actually  sent 
thither.  I  presume  not  to  intrude  into  the  na- 
tional councils,  and  ^m  well-apprized  that  exist- 
ing alliances  and  pre-engagements  of  the  state^ 
were  objects  of  important  consideration  to  hia 
Majesty's,  ministers.  Neither  c^n  I  a^rai;i  that 
'■''-'    '^ ^        ^'      ^    '     ^  ^    the 

lodgings  of  tl^is  much  esteemed  young  man  (says  the  doctor) 
about  four  hours  before  his  death.  When  I  entered  the  room, 
he  was  vomiting  a  black  muddy  cruor,  and  was  bleeding  at  the 
nose.  -4  bloody  ichor  was  oozing  from  the  comers  of  his  eyes, 
and  from  his  mouth  and  gums.  His  face  was  besmearej  with 
blood,  and,  with  the  dulness  of  his  eyes,  it  preseAted  a  most 
distressing  contrast  to  his  natural  visage.  His  abdomen  was 
swelled,  and  inflated  prodigiously.  His  body  was  all  over  of  a 
deep  yellow,  interspersed  with  livid  spots.  His  hands  and  feet 
were  of  a  livid  hue.  Every  part  of  him  was  cojd  excepting 
about  his  heart.  He  had  a  deep  strong  hiccup,  but  neither  de- 
lirium nor  coma  5  and  was,  at  my  first  seeing  him,  as  I  thought, 
in  his  perfect  senses.  He  looked  at  the  changed  appearance  of 
tis  skin,  and  expressed,  though  he  cquW  not  speak,  by  his  sad 
countenance,  that  he  knew  life  was  soon  to  yield  up  her  citadel, 
now  ab^andoning  the  rest  of  his  body.  Exhausted  with  vomit- 
ing, he  at  last  was  suffocated  with  the  blood  he  was  endeavour-r 
ing  to  bring  up,  and  expired.'* 

Moseley  on  Tropical  Diseases,  3d  ^dit,  p.  449. 
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*be  delays  and  obstructions^  which  prevented  the  chap. 
arrival  at  the  scene  of  action  of  some  of  the  de- 
tachments^ until  the  return  of  the  sickly  season, 
were  avoidable.  A  thousand  accidents  and  ca^ 
8ualties  continually  subvert  and  overthrow  the  best- 
lajd  schemes  of  human  contl'ivance.  We  have  seen 
considerable  fleets  detained  by  adverse  winds^  in  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain>  for  many  successive  months, 
and  powerful  armaments  have  been  driven  back  by 
storms  and  tempests,  after  many  unavailing  at- 
tempts to  rech  the  place  of  their  destination.  Thus 
much  I  owe  to  candour  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
owe  it  also  to  truth,  to  avow  my  opinion,  that  in 
case  no  greater  force  could  have  b^en  spared  for  the 
enterprise  against  St.  Domingo,  the  enterprize  iU 
self  ought  not  to  have  been  undertaken.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  British  ministers  was  avowedly  to  obtaiii 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  French  part  of  the 
country.  That  they  placed  great  dependance  on 
the  co-operation  of  the  French  inhabitants,  and 
were  grossly  deceived  in  this  expectation,  I  believe 
and  admit ;  but  they  ought  siirely  to  have  foreseen, 
that  a  very  formidable  opposition  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  partisans  and  troops  of  the  repub-r 
lican  government ;  and  they  ought  also  to  have 
known,  that  no  considerable  body  of  the  French 
planters  could  be  expected  to  risk  their  lives  and 
fortunes  in  the  common  cause,  but  in  full  confidence 
of  protection  and  support.  In  my  own  judgn^ent, 
all  the  force  v^hich  Great  Britain  could  have  sent 
thither,  would  not  have. been  sufficient  for  the 
complete  subjugation  of  the  colony.  It  is  asserted 
\>y  competent  judges,  that  no  less  than  six  thousand 
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men  were  necessary  for  the  secure  maintenance  of 
Port  au  Prince  alone  ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  number  of  British^  in  all  parts  of  St.  Domingo^ 
at  any  one  period  previous  to  the  month  of  April 
1795,  exceeded  two  thousand  two  hundred,  of 
whom,  except  at  the  capture  of  Port  au  Prince, 
not  one  half  were  fit  for  active  service  ;  and  dur- 
ing the  hot  and  sickly  months  of  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October,  not  one  third  (gj- 

Perhaps  the  most  fatal  oversight  in  the  conduct 
pf  the  whole  expedition,  was  the  strange  and  un- 
accountable neglect  of  not  securing  the  little  port 
of  Jacmel  on  the  south  side  of  the  Island,  previous 
to  the  attack  of  Port  au  Prince.  With  that  post 
on  the  one  side  of  the  peninsula,  and  the  post  of 
Acul  in  our  possession  on  the  other,  all  communi- 
cation between  the  southern  and  the  two  other 

provinces 

C^J  The  follow'iDg  retunjs  are  authentick ; 
Retuni  of  the  provincial  troops  in  the  service  of  the  British  go- 
vernment at  St.  Domingo,  3 1st  December,  1794. 

Rank  and  file  fit  for  duty.  Sick.  Total 

At  Port  au  Prince  -  -  496  -  .  48  -  -  544 
Mole  St.  Nicholas  -  -  209  -  -  38  -  -  247 
St.  Marc  -         -         -         813     -    -  321     -    -  1134 


1518 

407              1925 

Return  of  the  British  forces 

in  the  island  of  St 

.  Domingo,  31st 

December  1794. 

JUnk  and  file  effective. 

Sick.            Tota|, 

Port  au  Prince 

.        366     -    . 

462     -    -     828 

Mole  St.  Nicholas     - 

209     -    - 

166     .    -     375 

Jeremie 

-          95     -    • 

59    -  -     154 

Tiburon 

34     -    - 

18     -    -       52 

g(.  Marc 

48     -    - 

33     .    •       81 

752  739  M9q 
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provinces  would  have  been  cut  off;  the  naviga-  chap. 
tion  from  the  Windward  Islands  to  Jamaica  ^^* 
would  have  been  made  secure,  while  the  poses-r 
sion  of  the  two  Capes  which  form  the  entrance 
into  the  Bight  of  Leogane  (St,  Nicholas  and  Ti-» 
bnron )  would  have  protected  the  homeward  trade 
in  its  course  through  the  Windward  Passage. 
All  this  might  have  been  accomplished ;  and  I 
think  it  is  all  that,  in  sound  policy,  ought  to  have 
been  attempted.  As  to  Port  au  Prince,  it  would 
have  been  fortunate  if  the  works  had  been  de-^ 
fitroyed,  and  the  town  evacuated  immediately  after 
its  surrender. 

The  retention  by  the  enemy  of  Jacmel  w^ 
Les  Cayes,  not  only  enabled  them  to  procure 
^reinforcements  and  supplies,  but  also  most 
amply  to  revenge  our  attempts  on  their  coasts,  by 
reprisals  on  our  trade.  It  is  known,  that  upwards 
of  thirty  privateers,  some  of  them  of  considerable 
force,  have  been  fitted  out  from  those  ports,  whose 
rapacity  and  vigilance  scarce  a  vessel  bound  from 
the  Windward  Islands  to  Jamaica  could  escape. 
The  prizes  which  they  made,  in  a  few  short 
months,  abundantly  compensated  far  the  loss  of 
their  ships  at  fortau  Pfince  (h). 

After 

(hj  The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  bound  to  Jamaica,  which  ' 
were  taken  and  carried  into  Les  Cayes,  between  June  1794  and 
June  1795,  most  of  them  laden  with  dry  goods,  provisions,  an4 
plantation  stores,  and  many  of  them  of  great  value. 

From 
ffhe  Edward,  Wm.  Marshall,  Jl3th  June  1794,         Bristol. 

Fame,  Robt.  Hall,  July  -  -  L.  and  Cork, 

Bellona,  Thos.  White^  -  -  Liverpool, 

Hope,  Wm,  Swan. 

^■''  -        '  ^  The 
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CHAP.  After  all,  though  I  have  asserted  noihing 
which  I  do  not  believe  to  be  true,  I  will  honestly 
admit,  that  many  important  facts  and  circum- 
stances, unkpown  to  me,  very  probably  existed,  an 
acquaintance  with  which  is  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  enable  any  man  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment of  the  measures  which  were  pursued  on  this 
occasion.  To  a  writer,  sitting  with  composure  in 
his  closet,  with  a  partial  display  of  facts  before 
him,  it  is  no  difficult  task  to  point  out  faults  and 
mistakes  in  the  conduct  of  publick  affairs ;  and 
even  where  mistake^  are  discovered,  the  wisdom 
of  after-knowledge  is  very  cheaply  acquired.  It 
is  the  lot  of  our  nature^  that  the  best-concerted 

plans 

From 

The  Molly,  Peter Mawdsley,  5th  Mar.  1795,  Africa,  300  negroes. 

Hodge,  Geo.  Brown,  19th  Ditto,  -  Xiverpool. 

William,  Thos.  Calloine,  20th  Ditto. 

Bell,  Ajrch4.  Weir,  Ditto,  -  -  Greenock. 

Bustler, Sewell,  -  -  ^  transport. 

Pruid, Wilson,  14th  March,  -  Leith. 

Martha,  W|n.Reid,  31st  March,  -  London. 

Alexander^  Benjn.  Mpor,  17th  April,         -         Glasgow. 

Lovely  Peggy,  Peter  Murphy. 

Swallow,  Lachlan  Vass,  10th  May. 

Dunmore,  Stephen  Cpnmick,  :>6lh  May,  London, 

j^aria, Wilkinson,'  -  r  Ditto. 

Minerva, Robertson,  4th  June,  Africa,  450negroes. 

General  Mathew,  Thos.  Douglas,  8th  Ditto,      -     London. 
A  schooner,  name  forgot,  Adam  Walker,  22d  Do.  Glasgow. 

Hope, Hanibleton,  22d  Ditto,  -  Ditto. 

Caledonia, Hunter,  25  th  Ditto,  Leith,  last  from  London, 

Molly, Simpson,  27  th  Ditto,        -      •         Glasgow. 

Resolution, Taunton,  29th  Di  tto,      -        -         Hull, 

And  several  vessels  belonging  to  Kingston*  nances  fr^ot. 

if 
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plans  of  human  policy   are    subject    to    errors    chap^ 
whicb  the  meanest  observer  will  sometimes  de- 
tect.    ''  The  hand  (says  an  eminent  writer)  that 
^'  cannot  build   a  hovel^    may  demolish   a  pa- 
^'  lace/' 

But  a  new  scene  new  opens  for  contemplation 
9,nd  reflection,  arising  from  intelligence  received 
since  I  began  my  work,  that  the  Spanish  govern- 
pient  has  formally  ceded  to  the  Republick  of 
France  the  whole  of  this  great  and  noble  island 
in  perpetual  sovereignty  !  So  extraordinary  ^ 
circumstance  will  doubtless  give  birth  to  mucl| 
speculation  and  enquiry,  as  well  concerning  the 
value  and  extent  of  the  territory  ceded,  as  the 
present  disposition  and  general  character  of  the 
Spanish  inhabitants.  Will  they  relish  this  transfer 
of  their  allegiance  from  a  monarchical  to  a  repub-? 
lican  government,  made,  as  it  confessedly  is,  with-r 
out  their  previous  consent  or  knowledge  :  or  may 
reasonable  expectations  be  encouraged,  that  they 
will  now  cordially  co-operate  with  the  English,  in 
reducing  the  country  to  the  British  dominion  ? 
Will  such  assistance  effect  the  re-establishment  of 
subordination  and  good  government  among  the 
vast  body  of  revolted  negroes  ?  These  are  deep 
questions,  the  investigation  of  which  will  lead  to 
enquiries  of  still  greater  magnitude  ;  for,  whether 
we  consider  the  possession,  by  an  active  and  in- 
dustrious people,  of  so  vast  a  field  for  enterprize 
and  improvement  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  triumph 
of  successful  revolt  and  savage  anarchy  on  the 
pther,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  future  fate  and 
profitable  existence  of  the  British  territories  in 

thi^ 
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this  part  of  the  \rorld^  are  involved  in  the  issue. 
On  all  these^  and  various  collateral  subjects^  I  re- 
gret that  I  do  not  possess  the  means  of  giving 
much  satisfaction  to  the  reader.  Such  informa- 
tion, however,  as  I  have  collected  on  some  of  the 
preceding  enquiries,  and  such  reflections  as  occur 
to  me  on  others,  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing 
chapter^  which  concludes  roy  work. 


CHAR 
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CHAP    XII. 


Ancient  State  of  the  Spanish  Colony. — Hie  Town 
of   St.  Domingo  established   by  Bartholomew 
Columbus  in  1498. — Pillaged  by  Drake  in  1586, 
^^Conjectures  and    Reflections  conceiving  its 
present  Condition,  and  the  State  of  Agriculture 
in  the  interior  Country, — Mimbers  and  Charac- 
ter of  the  p^^esent  Inhabitants, — Their  Animosity 
towards  the  French  Planters,  and  Jealousy  of 
the  English, — Conjectures  concerning  the  future 
Situation  of  the  whole  Island;  and  some  con- 
cluding Reflections, 

The  Spanish  colony  in  Hispaniola  (the  name  St.    ^^^^* 
Domingo  heing  properly  applicable  to  the  chief  v^o'-^ 
city  only)  was  the  earliest  establishment  made  by 
the  nations  of  Europe  in  the  New  World ;  and 
unhappily,  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that  it 
was  an  establishment  founded  in  rapacity  and  ce- 
mented  with  human  blood  !     The  sole  object  of 
the  first  Spanish  adventurers  was  to  ransack  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  for  silver  and  gold ;  in  which 
frantick  pursuit,  they  murdered  at  least  a  million 
of  the  peaceful  and  inoffensive  natives  !     As  the^ 
mines  became  exhausted,  a  few  of  the  more  in- 
dustrious of  the  Spaniards  entered  on  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cacao,  ginger,  and  sugar  ;  but  the  poverty 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
discovery  of  new  mines  in  Mexico,  occasioned  a 
prodigious  emigration  ;— the  experience  of  past 
disappointments  not  proving  sufficiently  powerful 

to 
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chaK  to  cure  the  rage  for  acquiring  wealth  by  a  shortef 
*  ,  course  than  that  of  patient  industry.  In  less  than 
a  centuryi  therefore,  Hispaniola  was  nearly  desert^ 
ed,  and  nothing  preserved  it  as  a  colony,  but  the 
establishment  of  archiepiscopal  government  in  iU 
chief  city,  St*  Domingo  ;  and  its  being  for  many 
years  the  seat  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  in 
cases  of  appejkl^  from  all  the  territories  of  Spain 
in  this  part  of  the  world  faj. 

The  settlement  of  the  French  in  the  western 
part  of  the  island,  of  the  origin  of  which  I  have 
already  given  an  account,  though  the  primary 
cause  of  hereditary  and  irreconcilable  enmity  be- 
tween the  two  colonies  was  however  productive 
of  good  even  to  the  Spaniards  themselves.  As  the 
French  settlers  increased  in  number,  and  their 
plantations  became  enlarged,  they  wanted  oxen 
for  their  markets,  and  horses  for  their  mills. 
These,  their  neighbours  were  able  to  supply  with- 
out much  exertion  of  labour ;  and  thus  an  inter- 
course was  created,  which  has  continued  to  the 
present  day ;  the  Spaniards  receiving,  through 
the  French,  the  manufactures  of  Europe,  in  ex- 
change for  cattle.  The  example  too,  before  their 
oyes,  of  successful  industry  andgrowing  prosperity, 
was  not  wholly  without  its  effect.  The  cultiva- 
tion of  sugar,  which  had  diminished  nearly  to 
nothing,  was  revived  in  diSerent  parts  of  the  Spa- 
nish territory,  and  plantations  were  established  of 
cacao,  indigo,  ginger,  and  tobacco.  The  quan- 
tity 

(a)  The  administration  of  justice  throughout  Spanbh  Ame- 
rica is  at  present  divided  into  twelve  courts  of  audienc€f  out 
onlj  of  which  is  at  St»  Domingo. 
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tity  of  sugar  exported  in  the  beginning  of  the    chap. 
present  century,  is  said  to  have  amounted  yearly 
to  15,000  chests,  each  of  7  cwt. 

The  country  itself  being  eyidently  more  moun- 
tainous in   the  central  and  eastern  than  in  the 
western  parts,  it  is  probable,  that  the  Spani^  ter- 
ritory is,  on  the  whole,  naturally  less  fertile  than 
that  of  the  French  ;  but  much  the  greater  portion 
of  the  island  remained,  until  the  late  treaty,  under 
the  Spanish  dominion ;  and  of  that,  by  far  the 
major  part  continues  at  this  hour  an  unproduc- 
tive wilderness.     On  the  northern  coast,  the  line 
of  division  began  at  the  river   Massacre,    and, 
crossing  the  country  somewhat  irregularly,  termi- 
nated on  the  southern  side,  at  a  small  bay  called 
Les  Ances  a  Pitre ;  leaving  nearly  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  island  in  the  possession  of  Spain.    Pro- 
ceeding eastward  along  the  shore  from  the  boun- 
dary on  the  north,  the  first  place  of  note  is  Monte 
Christi,  a  town  which  formerly  grew  to  import- 
ance by  contraband  traffick  with  North  America, 
but  is  now  reduced  to  a  miserable  village,  the 
abode  of  a  few  fishermen ;  and  the  surrounding 
country  exhibits  a  melancholy  prospect  of  neglect 
and  sterility.     The  river  St.  Jago  runs  into  the 
«ea  at  this  place ;  on  the  banks  of  which,  at  some 
distance  inland,  are  grazing  farms  of  consider- 
able extent.     From  the  mouth  of  this  river,  for 
the  space  of  fifteen  leagues,  to  Punta  Isabella  (the 
rite  of  the  first  settlement  established  by  Christo- 
pher Columbus)  the  soil,  though  capable  of  im- 
provement, exhibits  no  sign  of  cultivation.  From 
Isabella  to  old  Cape  Fran5ois  (with  theexception 

of 
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CHAP*  of  Puerto  de  Plata)  the  coast  seems  entirely  de-^ 
serted ;  nor>  after  passing  the  bay  of  Samanay 
does  a  much  better  prospect  oflfer,  until  coasting 
round,  the  eastern  extremity.  We  reach  a  vast  ex- 
tent of  level  country  called  Llos  Llanos,  or  the 
Plains  ;  at  the  west  end  of  which,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ozama,  stands  the  metropolis. 

This  city,  which  was  long  the  most  considerable 
in  the  new  world,  was  founded  by  Bartholomew 
Columbus,  in  the  year  1498,  and  named,  after  a 
saint  of  great  renown  in  those  days,  St.  Dominick* 
There  is  preserved  in  Oviedo,  a  Spanish  historian, 
who  resided  here  about  thirty  years  after  its  first  es- 
tablishment, an^account  of  its  state  and  population 
at  that  period,  which  being  equally  authentick  and 
curious,  I  shall  present  to  the  reader  at  length. 

'^  But  nowe  (says  the  historian)  to speake  sum- 
^^  what  of  the  principall  and  chiefe  place  of  the 
^'  islaride,  whiche  is  the  citie  of  San  Domenico :  I 
^'  saye,  that  as  touchynge  the  buildynges,  there  is 
^^  no  citie  in  Spaine,  so  much  for  so-muche  (no 
'^  not  Barsalona,  whiche  I  have  oftentymes  scene ) 
'^  that  is  to  bee  preferred  before  this  generally e. 
"  For  the  houses  of  San  Domenico  are  for  the 
^'  moste  parte  of  stone,  as  are  they  of  Barsalona. 
'^  The  situation  is  muche  better  tha  that  of  Bar- 
'^  salona,  by  reason  that  the  streates  are  much 
'^  larger  and  playner,  and  without  comparyson 
'^  more  directe  and  strayght  furth.  For  beinge 
'^  buylded  n6weinourtyme,besyde  the  commoditie 
^'  of  the  place  of  the  foundation,  the  streates  were 
^'  also  directed  with  corde,  compase  and  measure ; 
'^  werein  it  excelleth  al  the  cities  that  I  have  sene. 

''It 
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^  It  hath  the  sea  so  nere>  that  of  one  syde  there  is  char 
'^  no  more  space  hetwen  the  sea  and  the  citie^ 
*^  then  the  waules.  On  the  other  partc>  hard  by 
''  the  syde  and  at  the  foote  of  the  houses,  passeth 
''  the  ryver  Ozama,  whiche  is  a  marveylous  porte ; 
''  wherein  laden  shyppes  ryse  yery  nere  to  the 
"  lande,  and  in  manner  under  the  house  wyn- 
'*  dowes.  In. the  myddest  of  the  citie  is  the  for- 
''  tresse  and  castle ;  the  port  or  haven  also,  is  so 
"^  fayre  and  commodious  to  defraight  or  unlade 
''  shyppes,  as  the  lyke  is  founde  but  in  fewe  places^ 
'^  of  the  worlde.  The  chymineis  that  are  in  thi^ 
*^  citie  are  about  syxe  hundreth  in  number,  and 
'^  such  houses  as  I  have  spoken  of  before ;  of  the 
^^  which  sum  are  so  fayre  and  large  that  they 
^^  maye  well  receave  and  lodge  any  lorde  or  noble 
^^  manne  of  Spayne,  with  his  trayne  and  familie ; 
"  and  especially  that  which  Don  Diego  Colon, 
"  viceroy  under  your  majestie,  hath  in  this  citie, 
^^  is  suche  that  I  knowe  no  man  in  Spayne  that 
*^  hath  the  lyke,  by  a  quarter,  in  goodnesse,  con-^ 
'^  syderynge  all  the  commodities  *  of  the  same. 
*'  Lykewyse  the  situation  thereof  as  beinge  abova 
^'  the  sayde  4)orte,  and  altogyther  of  stone,  and 
^^  havynge  many  faire  and  large  roomes,  with  aD 
"  goodly  a  prospect  of  the  lande  and  sea  as  may 
''  be  devysed,  seemcth  unto  me  so  magnifical  and 
'^  princelyke,  that  your  majestic  may  bee  as  well 
''  lodged  therein  as  in  any  of  the  moste  exquisite 
^^  builded  houses  of  Spayne.  Thene  is  also  a  ca- 
''  thedrall  churche  buylded  of  late,  where,  as  well 
^^  the  byshop  accordyng  to  his  dygnitie,  as  also 
"  the  canones,  are  wel  indued.  .  This  church  i$ 
Vol.  m.  •  ''  well 
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CHAB,  *^  well  buylded  of  stone  and  lyme^  and  of  good 
''  workemanshyppe.*  There  are  further-morfe 
^'  three  monasteries  bearyng  the  names  of  Saynt 
^^  Dominike,  Saynt  Frances,  and  Saynt  Mary  of 
^'  Mercedes ;  the  whiche  are  well  buylded,  aU 
'*^  thongh  not  so  curiouslye  as  they  of  Spayne*. 
^^  There  is  also  a  very  good  hospitall  for  the  ayd6 
^'  and  succour  of  pore  people,  whiche  was  found-*" 
^'  ed  by  Michaell  Passamont,  threasurer  to  youf 
^^  majestic.  To  conclude,  this  citie  fro  day  to  d^y 
'^  increaseth  in  welth  and  good  order,  as  wel  fof 
'^  that  the  sayde  admyrall  and  viceroy,  with  thcJ 
'^  lorde  chaunceloure  and  counsayle  appoynted 
'^  there  by  your  majestic,  have  theyr  continual! 
'^  abydynage  here,  as  also  that  the  rychest  men  of 
^^  the  ilande  resort  hyther,  for  thyre  fncvste  com- 
^^  modious  habitation  and  trade  of  such  merchaun- 
^'  dies  as  are  eyther  brought  owt  of  Spayne,  of 
^^  sent  thyther  from  this  iland,  which  nowe  so 
'^  abundeth  in  many  thynges,  that  it  serveth 
^^  Spayne  with  many  commodities,  as  it  yftve  with 
'^  usury  requityng  such  benefites  as  it  fyrst  re- 
'^  ceaved  from  thense  (h),'* 

It  is  probable  that  St.  Domingo  had  now  at- 
tained the  summit  of  its  prosperity.  About  sixty 
years  afterwards  (1st  January  1586)  it  was  at- 
tacked by  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  a  narrative  of  whose 

*  To  this  cathedral  were  conveyed,  from  the  Carthusian  Mo» 
nastery  in  Seville,  the  remains  of  Christopher  Columbus,  who 
expired  at  Valladolid  on  the  20th  of  May  1506.  It  was  hi& 
dying  request  that  his  body  should  be  interred  in  St.  Domingo. 
-  (b)  From  a  translation  by  Richard  Eden,  painted,  London 
1555,  m  black  letter. 

expedition^ 
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eipedition,  by  an  eye-witness^  is  presei*v*(l  in  c^ap* 
Hakluyt's  Collection  ;  from  which  it  appears^  that 
it  was>  even  then,  a  city  of  great  extent  and  mag- 
nificence ;  and  it  is  shocking  to  relate,  that,  aftef 
It  month's  possession,  Drake  thought  himself  au-^- 
thotized,  by  the  laws  of  war,  to  destroy  it  by  fire. 
*^^  We  spent  the  early  part  of  the  mornings  (sayi 
the  historian  of  the  voyage )  in  fireing  the  out-^ 
most  houses ;  but  they  being  built  very  magnifi* 
cently  of  stone,  with  high  loftes,  gave  us  no  stnalt 
t^avell  to  ruin  them.  .  And  albeit,  for  divers  dayes 
together,  we  ordeined  ech  morning  by  day*break> 
until  the  heat  began  at  nine  of  the  clocke,  that 
two  hundred  mariners  did  nought  els  but  labour 
to  fire  and  burn  the  said  houses,  whilst  the  soul* 
diers  in  a  like  proportion,  stood  forth  for  their 
guard ;  yet  did  we  not,  or  could  not,  in  this  time, 
consume  so  much  as  one  third  part  of  the  towne ; 
and  so  in  the  end,  wearif  d  with  firing,  we  wer6 
contented  to  accept  of  five  and  twenty  thousand 
ducats,  of  five  shillings  and  sixpence  the  peece,  fot 
the  ransome  of  the  rest  of  thci  towne  (cj/* 

(c)  The  following  anecdote,  related  by  the  same  author,  is  too 
striking  to  be  overlooked.  I  shall  quote  his  own  words  t 
During  the  stay  of  the  English  army  in  the  city,  "  it  chanced 
that  the  general  sent  on  a  message  to  the  Spanish  govenxor,  a 
negro  boy  with  a  flag  of  white,  signifying  truce,  as  is  the  Spann 
yards  ordinarie  manner  to  do  there,  when  they  approach  to  speak 
to  us  5  which  boy  unhappily  was  first  rnet  withall  by  some  of 
those  who  had  been  belonging  as  officers  for  the  king  in  the 
Spanish  galley,  which,  witli  the  towne,  was  lately  faiien  into 
our  hands,  who,  without  all  order  .  or  reason,  and  contrary  to 
that  good  usage  wherewith  wee  had  intertained  their  messengers; 
furiously  strooke  the  poor  boy  thorow  the  body,  with  which 
tround  the  boy  returned  to  tlie  general^  and,  after  h«  had  de^ 

O  2  dared 
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Of  the  pr^sefnt  condition  of  this  ancient  citj^ 
the  number  of  itus  inhabitants^  and  the  commerce 
which  thej  support^  I  can  obtain  no  account  on 
whic^  I  can  depisnd.  That  it  hath  been  long  in 
its  decline^  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  that  it  is  wholly 
depopulated  and  in  ruins;  as  Raynai  asserts*,  I  do 
not  ibeKeVe.  The  cathedral  and  other  publicfc, 
buildings  are  stiU  in  heing^  and  were  lately  the 
resi^nce  of  a  considerable  body  of  clergy  and 
lawyers.  The  city  continued  also,  yhile  under 
jthe  Spanish  gbvernmeiit,  the.  diocese  of  an  arch- 
bishop, to  whom,  it  is  said,  th^  bishops  of  St.  Jago 
in  Cuba,  Venezuela  in  N6w  Spain,  and  St.  John's 
in  Porto  Rico,  were  suffragans.  These  circum^ 
stances  have  hitherto  saved  St.  Domingo  from  en- 
tire decay,  and  may  possibly  continue  to  save  it. 
With  this  very  defective  information  the  reader 
must  be  content.  As  little  seems  to  be  known 
concerning  the  state  of  agriculture  in  the  Spanish 

clared  the  manner  of  this  wrongfiill  crueltie,  died  forthwith  in 
his  presence  5  wherewith  the  general]  being  greatly  passioned, 
commanded — the  provost  martiall  to  cause, a  couple  of  friers^ 
then  prisoners,  to  be  carried  to  the  same  place  where  the  boy 
was  stroken,  and  there  presently  to  be  hanged  3  dispatching,  at 
the  same  instant,  another  poor  prisoner,  with  the  reason  where- 
fore tliis  execution  was  done,  and  with  this  further  message, 
that  untill  the  party  w^o  had  thus^murdered  the  general's  mes- 
senger, were  delivereq  into  our  hands  t<^  receive  condigne  pu-> 
nishment,  there  should  no  day  passe  wherein  tliere  should  not 
two  prisoners  be  hanged,  until  they  were  all  consumed  which 
were  in  our  hands.  Whereupon  the  day  following,  bee  that 
had  been  captaine  of  the  king's  galley,  brought  the  offender  to 
the  towne's  end,  offering  to  deliver  him  into  our  hands  3  but  it 
.was  thought  to  be  a  more  honourable  re,venge  to  make  them  . 
there,  in  oor  sight,  to  performe  the  execution  themselves,  whick 
was  doJie  accordingly." 

possessioui 
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possessions  ia  this  island^  as  of  their  capital  and  chat^. 
commerce.  A  few  planters  are  said  to  cultiva  e  <^#^v^ 
cacao^  tobacco,  and  sugar^  for  their  own  exper  • 
diture;  and  perhaps  some  small  quantities  of  each 
are  still  exported  for  cohsumptioa  in  Spain.  The 
chief  article  of  exportation,  however,  continues  to 
be,  what  it  always  has  been  since  the  mines  were 
abandoned,  the  hides  of  harried  cattle :  which  have 
multiplied  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  proprietors 
are  said  to  reckon  them  by  thousands ;  and  vast 
numbers  (as  I  believe  I  have  elsewhere  observed) 
are  annually  slaughtered  solely  for  the  skins:* 

It  seems  therefore  extremely  probable>  'that  the 
cultivation  of  the  earth  is  almost  entirely  neglected 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  dominion  in 
this  island ;  and  that  some  of  the  finest  tracts  of 
land  in  the  world,  once  the  paradise  of  a  simple 
and  innocent  people,  are  now  abandoned  to  the . 
beasts  of  the  field,  and  the  vultures  which  hover 
round  them  fdj. 

Of  this  description,  probably,  is  the  country 
already  mentioned^  called  Los  Llanos,  wliich 
stretches  eastward  from  the  capital  upwards  of 
fourscore  British  miles  in  length,  by  twenty  or 
twenty-five  in  width ;  and  which,  abounding  in 
rivers  throughout,  inay  be  supposed  adapted  for 

♦  It  is  said  that  a  Company  was  formed  at  Barcelona  in  1757> 
with  exclusive  privileges,  for  the  re-establishment  of  agriculture 
and  commerce  in  the  Spanish  part  of  St.  Domingo :  I  know  not 
with  what  success. 

(d)  The  GaUinazo,  or  American  vulture,  ft  very  ravenous  and 
filthy  burd  that  feeds  on  carrion.  These  birds  abound  in  St, 
Domingo,  and  devour  the  carcases  of  the  cattle  as  soon  as  the 
skins  are  stripped  off  by  the  hunters. 

the 
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CHAP,   the  growth  of  every  tropical  production  r  it  seem(i 
^^rv>-»  capable  also  of  being  artificially  flooded  in  dry 
l^eaiher. 

Next  to  Los  Llanos  in  magnitude^  but  superior, 
it  is  believed,  in  native  fertility,  is  the  noble  Valley 
to  the  north,  called  Vega  Real ;  through  the 
pniddle  of  which  flows  the  river  Yuna,  for  the 
ispace  of  fifty  miles,  and  disembogues  in  Samana 
J)ay  to  the  east.  Perhaps  it  were  no  exaggeration 
to  say,  that  this  and  the  former  districts  are  alone 
capable  of  producing  more  sugar,  and  other  va*^ 
luable  commodities,  than  all  the  British  West  In^ 
^ies  put  together. 

These  plains,  however,  though  in  contiguity 
the  largest,  are  not  the  only  parts  of  the  country 
on  which  nature  has  bestowed  extraordinary  fer^ 
tility.  Glades  abundantly  rich,  easy  of  access^, 
and  obvious  to  cultivation,  are  everywhere  found 
«ven  in  the  bosoxn  pf  the  mountains ;  while  the 
piountains  themselves  contribute  to  fertilize  the 
Talleys  which  tbey  encifcie. 

Proceeding  west\v  aid  silong  the  southern  coast, 
from  the  capital  to  the  ri>er  Nic\a,  the  country  is 
said  to  be  subject  to  excessive  droughts ;  but  here 
^00,  the  beneficence  of  nature  has  provided  a  rer 
ipedy  for  this  inconyenien<  e,  in  a  thousand  beau-*- 
tiful  rivulets,  which,  descending  from  the  distant 
inountains,  intersect  the  low  lands  in  various  di-r 
sections,  Of  this  never-faihng  resource,  even  the 
r  aborigmal  natives,  ignorant  as  we  suppose  then^ 

to  have  been,  knew  how  to  avail  themselves  by 
^poding  their  lands  therefrom  in  the  dry  season  j* 

R^andi 
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^•— and  it  is  probable  that  some  of  the  earliest  of  the 
Spanish  settlers  followed  their  e^^ample ;  for  it  is 
evident  that  many  spots  in  this  great  tract  were 
formerly  covered  with  plantations  both  of  sugar 
and  indigo ;  their  sites  being  marked  out  by  the 
ruins  of  ancient  buildings^  which  could  have  been 
erected  only  for  the  manufacture  of  those  articles. 
Amidst  the  wilderness  of  thickets  and  weeds^ 
which  now  deform  and  cfncumber  the  ground,  are 
discovered  many  valuable  growths  in  a  state  of 
wild  luxuriance^  such  as  the  cactus  of  several  va- 
rieties, the  indigo  plant, — a  species  of  cotton  of 
which  the  wool  is  reddish,  and  some  others; 
pointing  out  to  the  present  slothful  possessors,  that 
line  of  cultivation  which  would  turn  to  profitable 
account,  even  in  spots  to  which  water  could  not 
easily  be  conducted.  With  this  auxiliary  there  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  every  pioduction  of  the 
tropicks  might  be  raised  throughout  this  district, 
in  the  utmost  plenty  and  perfection. . 

By  much  the  greater  part  of  this  extensive  range, 
however,  remains  as  Nature  originally  created  it; 
covered  with  woods  of  immense  growth  and  luxu- 
riant foliage,  with  very  little  underwood.  The 
mahogany,  the  cedar,  the  guaiacum,  the  bitter- 
ash,  the  fustick,  and  a  thousand  others,  here  flou- 
rish, and  die  unmolested.  In  some  places  are  vast 
groves  of  the  latanier  or  thatch-palm,  the  sight  of 
which  always  gives  pleasure  to  the  beholder,  not 
more  from  the  singular  conformation  and  beauty 
of  the  .tree  itself,  than  from  the  circumstance  that 
it  indicates,  with  unerring  certainty,  a  rich  and 
deep  soil  uBderneath, 

The 
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The  great  obstacle  to  the  re-establishment  of 
towns  and  settlements  on  the  southern  coast,  arises 
from  the  insufficiency  of  its  ports  and  harbours ; — 
man^  of  the  shipping  places  being  nothing  more 
than  open  ba^^s^  wbich^  in  the  autumnal  months^  lie 
exposed  to  the  fury  of  storms  and  hurricanes.  The 
harbour  of  St.  Domingo,  which  was  formerly  sup« 
posed  to  be  commodious  and  secure,  has  become^ 
in  the  course  of  years,  too  shallow  to  admit  ships  of 
large  burthen ; — ^but  its  loss  might  be  happily  sup-^ 
plied,  at  the  distance  of  fourteen  leagues  to  the 
westward,  in  the  bay  of  Ocoa ;  a  <;apacious  inlet, 
comprehending  two  most  safe  and  commodious 
ports,  named  Caidera  and  Puerto  Riejo.  The  very 
advantageous  position  of  this  great  bay,  in  the 
centre  of  the  southern  part  of  the  island : — in  the 
track,  and  almost  in  sight,  of  ships  bound  to  Ja^* 
tnaica,  and  the  Mexican  Gulph  ; — ^the  safety  and 
security  which  it  offers  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  ii| 
the  two  subordinate  ports  before  mentioned ;- — ^alj 
these  are  circumstances  of  ini^portance ;  and  they 
will,  without  doiibt,  attract  the  notice  of  the 
French  Government,  whenever  it  shall  hereafter 
attempt  to  form  any  considerable  establishment  in 
the  late  Spanish  p^rt  of  this  great  country,^ 

*  Most  of  what  is  jgiyep  in  the  abbye  and  the  preceding  page,  is 
^ded  5ince  the  former  edition.  The  author  derived  his  infor- 
mation from  a  letter  to  the  Frcnph  Directory,  written  in  1798, 
by  certain  commissioners  employed  to  examine  the  eastern  part 
of  St.Doming.Q,and  report  to  the  Pirectory  concerning  its  agricul-r 
ture  and  production.  This  letter,  which  is  one  only  of  a  large 
ncries,  having  been  sent  by  a  vessel  that  was  captured  by  a  Brir 
tish  cruiser,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  author,  and,  as  far  as 
\i  gocs^  is  very  inteljigeni  an4  satisfactory.    It  is  to  be  hoped  lh© 

i:|Bi»ainder 
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Tmjs  scanty  and  uninteresting  is  the  best  ac-  *^^* 
count  I  have  to  give  of  the  territory  itself;  nor  is  v-rv-^, 
my  information  much  more  perfect  concerning 
the  number  and  condition  of  the  people  by  whom 
it  is  at  present  inhabited.  The  earliest  detach- 
ments from  Old  Spain  Mrere  undoubtedly  nume- 
rous. Herrera,  an  accurate  and  v^ell-informed 
liistorian^  reckons  that  there  were^.at  one  period,  ^ 
jio  lesip  than  14,000  Castillians  in  Hispaniola. 
Such  was  the  renown  of  its  riches,  that  men  of 
all  ranks  and  conditions  resorted  thither,  in  the 
fond  expectation  of  sharing  in  the  golden  harvest 
Its  mines,  indeed,  were  very  productive*  Robert- 
son relates,  that  they  continued  for  many  years 
to  yield  a  revenue  of  460,000  pesos  (ej.  In  con- 
trasting this  fact  with  an  anecdote  which  I  have 
elsewhere  *  recorded,  that  the  inhabitants,  at  the 
time  of  Drake's  invasion,  were  so  wretchedly  poor^ 
as  to  be  compelled  to  use,  in  barter  among  them- 
selves, pieces  of  leather  as  a  substitute  for  money, 
we  are  furnished  with  a  striking  proof,  that  the 
true  way  to  acquire  riches,  is  not  by  digging  into 
the  bowels,  but  by  improving  the  surface  of  the  v 

earth.     Not  having  any  manufactures,  nor  the 
productions  of  agriculture,  to  offer  in  exchange  ' 
for  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  all 
their  gold  had  soon  found  its  way  to  Europe; 
and  when   the  mines  became  exhausted^  their 

penury 

remainder  of  the  correspondence  will  some  tirue  or  other  bo 
jnade  publick,  as  the  writers  appear  to  be  men  of  science  an4 
pbservation. 

(e)  Upwards  of  100,000Z.  sterlir.ji 

^  Vol.  i.  Ppok  2d, 
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^^P-  petidry  was  extreme;    and  sloths  depopulation^ 
in^-v-w  and  degeneracy,  were  its  necessary  consequen- 
ces (/). 

The  introduction  into  this  island  of  negroes  from 
Africa,  of  which  I  have  elsewhere  traced  the  ori- 
gin and  cause  fgj,  took  place  at  an  early  period. 
This  resource  did  not,  however,  greatly  contribute 
to  augment  the  population  of  the  colony ;  for  such 
^f  the  whites  as  removed  to  the  continent,  in  search 
of  richer  mines  and  better  fortune,  commonly  took 
their  negroes  with  them ;  and  the  small-pox,  a  few 
years  afterwards^  destroyed  prodigious  numbers  of 
others.  In  1717,  the  whole  number  of  inhabit- 
unts  under  the  Spanish  dominion,  of  all  ages  and 
conditions,  enslaved  and  free,  were  no  more  than 
18,410,  and  since  that  time,  I  conceive,  they  have 
rather  diminished  than  increased.  Of  pure  whites 
(in  contradistinction  to  the  people  of  mixed 
-blood)  the  number  is  undoubtedly  very  incon- 
siderable; perhaps  not  3,000  in  the  whole. 

The 

* 

(f)  The  gross  ignorance  of  considering  gold  and  silver  as  real 
instead  of  artificial  wealth,  and  tlie  folly  of  neglecting  agri* 
culture  for  the  sake  of  exploring  mines,  have  been  well  exposed 
by  Abbe  Raynal  -,  who  compares  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards 
in  this  respect,  to  that  of  the  dog  in  the  fable,  dropping  the  piece 
pf  meat  which  he  had  in  his  mouth,  to  catch  at  the  shadow  of 
it  in  the  water. 

(g)  Book  iv.  c.  2.  A  curious  circumstance  was,  however, 
omitted.  When  the  Portuguese  first  began  the  traffick  in  ne- 
groes, application  was  made  to  the  Pope  to  sanctify  the  trade 
by  a  bull,  which  his  Holiness  issued  accordingly.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  permission  and  authority,  a  very  considerable 
slave-market  was  established  at  Lisbon,  insomuch,  that  about  ' 
the  year  1539,  from  10  to  12,000  negroes  were  sold  there  ^t 
oually. 
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The  hereditary  and  unextinguishable  aniniosity  ^^^* 
between  the  Spanish  and  French  planters  on  this  v^^v^iJ 
island  has  already  been  noticed.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  knowledge  of  this  circumstance 
created  greater  reliance  on  the  co-operation  of  the 
Spaniards  with  the  British  army,  than  was  justified 
by  subsequent  events.  At  the  earnest  and  re- 
peated solicitations  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bris* 
bane^  in  1794,  orders  were  indeed  transmitted 
from  the  city  of  St  Domingo  to  the  Commandant 
fit  Verettes,  Don  Francisco  de  Villa  Nevva,  to  joiu 
the  English  with  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the 
country ;  the  British  garrison  at  St.  Marc  under- 
taking to  supply  them  with  provisions  and  am- 
munition :  but  these  orders  were  ill  obeyed.  Not 
jnore  than  three  hundred  men  were  brought  into 
the  field,  and  even  those  were  far  from  being 
bearty  in  the  common  cause.  The  French  loyal- 
ists appeared  in  greater  numbers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  St.  Marc  than  in  any  other  district ;  and 
the  Spaniards  detested  the  French  colonists  of  all 
descriptions.  It  was  evident,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  were  almost  equally  jealous  of  the  Eng- 
lish; betraying  manifest  symptoms  of  discontent 
and  envy,  at  beholding  them  in  possession  of  St. 
Marc,  and  the  fertile  plains  in  its  vicinage.  They 
proceeded,  however>  and  took  the  town  and  har- 
bour of  Gonaive ;  but  their  subsequent  conduct 
manifested  the  basest  treachery,  or  the  rankest 
cowardice.  The  town  was  no  sooner  attacked  by 
|L  small  detachment  from  the  revolted  negroes,  than 
the  Spaniards  suffered  themselves  to  be  driven  out 
gf  it,  in  the  most  unaccountable  manner ;  leaving 
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fire  French  inbabitants  to  the  fury  of  the  saragej, 
who  massacred  the  whole  number  (as  their  fcom- 
radesbad  done  at  Fort  Dauphin)  and  then  re- 
duced the  town  itself  to  ashes  fh). 

Oh  the  whole,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
great  proportion  of  the  present  Spanish  proprietors 
kk  St.  Domingo  are  a  debased  and  degenerate  race  ; 

a  motlej 

(hj  In  the  north^n  province  of  the  French  colony,  tlie  in- 
habitants of  Fort  Dauphin,  a  town  situated  on  the  Spanish  bor^ 
dersy  having  no  assistance  from  the  English,  and  being  apprc- 
fceasive  of  an  attack  from  the  rebel  negroes,  applied  for  protect* 
fioo,  and  delivered  up  the  town,  to  the  Spanish  governnaent. 
The  Spanish  commandant,  on  accepting  the  conditions  required^ 
which  were  chiefly  for  personal  safety,  issued  8  proclamation, 
importing,  that  such  of  the  brench  planters  as  would  seek  re- 
iage  there  should  find  security.  Seduced  by  this  proclamation, 
s  coariderable  number  repaired  thither  j  when,  on  Monday  the 
ythof  July  1794,  Jiean  Francois,  the  negro  general,  and  leader 
«f  tlie  revolt  in  1791*  entered  the  town  with  some  thousands  of 
aimed  negroes.  He  met  not  the  smallest  resistance,  either  at 
the  advanced  posts,  or  at  the  barriers  occupied  by  the  Spanish 
troops ;  the  inhabitaDts  keeping  their  houses^  ia  the  hope  of 
(eing  psotected  by  the  commandant.  In  an  instant^  every  part 
•f  the  city  resounded  with  the  cry  of  "  Long  live  the  King  of 
Spain !  Kill  all  the  French  5  but  offer  no  violence  to  the  Spa- 
niards f*^  and  a  general  massacre  of  the  French  commenced,  in 
wlHch  no  less  than  77 1  of  them,  without-distinction  of  sex  or 
age,  were  murdered  on  the  spot :  tlie  Spanish  soldiers  standing 
by,  spectators  of  the  tragedy.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  if 
the  Spaniards  had  openly  interposed,  they  would  have  shared 
the  fete  of  the  French.  It  is  said  that  Mont-Galvos,  commander 
©f  the  Spanish  troops,  moved  by  compassion  towards  some 
French  gentlemen  of  his  acquaint<^nce,  admitted  them  into  the 
xanks,  dressing  them  in  the  Spanish  uniform  for  their  security  3 
others  were  secretly  conveyed  to  the  fort,  and  sent  off  in  the 
uight  to  Monte  Christi,  where  they  got  on  board  an  Americau 
vefsel  belong.ing  to  Salem » 
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:a  motiej  mixtare  from  European^  Indian^  and 
African  ancestry ;  and  the  observation  which  has 
been  made  in  another  place  (i),  concerning  the 
Spanish  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  at  the  conquest  of 
that  isliuid  in  1655,  will  equally  apply  io  these. 
They  are  neither  polished  by  social  intercouise^ 
nor  improved  by  education ;  but  pass  their  days 
in  gloomy  languor^  enfeebled  by  sloth,  and  de- 
pressed by  poverty.  From  such  men,  tliereforc, 
great  as  their  antipathy  is  to  the  French  nation, 
and  however  averse  tltiey  may  be  to  a  change  of 
laws  and  government,  I  am  afraid  that  no  cordial 
co-operation  with  the  British  can  ever  be  expect- 
ed»  The  best  families  among  them,  rather  thaa 
submit  to  the  French  dominion,  will  probably  re- 
move to  Cuba,  or  seek  out  new  habitations  among 
their  countrymen  on  the  ndghbouring continent; 
while  those  which  remain  will  necessarily  sink 
into  the  general  mass  of  coloured  people,  French 
and  Spanish ;  a  class  that,  I  think,  in  process  of 
time,  will  become  masters  of  the  towns  and  eulti-^ 
vated  parts  of  the  island  on  the  sea-coast ;  leaving 
the  interior  country  to  the  revolted  negroes.  Such, 
probably,  will  foe  the  fate  of  this  once  beautiful 
and  princely  colony ;  and  it  grieves  me  to  saj, 
tliat  the  present  exeitions  or  Great  Britain  on  this 
blood-stained  theatre,  can  answer  no  other  end 
than  to  hasten  the  catastrophe  ! 

I  MiGUT  here  expatiate  on  the  wonderful  dispen^ 
sations  of  Divine  Providence,  in  raising  up  the  en«- 
slaved  Africans  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of  the  injured 
aborigines ;  I  might  also  indulge  the  fund  but  falla* 

dfui 
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CMHis  idea,  that  as  the  negroes  of  St.  Doniing;ii 
have  beeo  eye-witnesses  tcr  the  benefits  of.  civilized 
Kfe  among  the  whites  ;-^have  seen  in  what  man* 
Her,  and  to  what  extent,  social  order,  peaceful  in-- 
dustry,  and  submission  to  laws,  contribute  to  indi^ 
vidual  and  general  prosperity  ( advantftges  which 
were  denied  to  them  in  their  native  country ; ) 
some  superior  spirits  may  hereafter  rise  up  among 
them,  by  whose  encouragement  and  example  they 
may  be  taught,  in  due  time,  to  discard  the  fero*^ 
cious  and  sordid  manners  ai:id  pursuits  of  savage 
life ;  to  correct  their  vices,,  and  be  led  progressively 
on  to  civilization  and  gentleness,  to  the  knowled^ 
of  truth,  and  the  practice  of  virtue.  This  picture 
is  so  pleasing  to  the  imagination,  that  every  hu* 
mane  and  reflecting  mind  must  wish  it  may  be 
realized ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  the  mere  creation 
of  the  fancy— ^'  the  fabrick  of  a  vision  !"  Expe- 
rience has  demonstrated,  that  a  wild  and  lawless 
freedom  affords  no  means  of  improvement,  either 
mental  or  moral.  The  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent, 
and  the  Maroon  negroes  of  Jamaica,  were  origi- 
nally enslaved  Africans ;  and  v)hat  they  now  are, 
the  freed  negroes  of  St.  Domingo  will  hereafter  be 
•—savages  in  the  midst  of  society  ;  without  peace, 
security,  agriculture,  or  property ;  ignorant  of  the 
duties  of  life,  and  unacquainted  v<^ith  all  the  soft 
and  endearing  relations  which  render  it  desirable  j 
averse  to  labour,  though  frequently  perishing  of 
want ;  suspicious  of  each  other,  and  towards  the 
rest  of  mankind  revengeful  and  faithless,  remorse* 
less  and  bloody-minded ;  pretending  to  be.  free^ 
wbilp  groaning  beneath  the  capricious  despotism 
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of  their  chiefs,  and  feeling  all  the  miseries  of  ^r- 
vitude,  without  th?  benefits  of  subordination ! 

If  what  I  hare  tnus — not  hastily^  but-^-^lelihc- 
tately  predicted,  concerning  the  fate  of  this  unfor^ 
tunate  country,  shall  be  verified  by  the  event,  all 
other  rejections  must  yield  to  the  pressing  eon* 
sideration  how  best  to  obviate  and  defeat  the  in*  ^ 
fluence  which  so  dreadful  an  example  of  success^ 
ful  revolt  and  triumphant  anarchy  may  have  in 
o»r  own  islands.  This  is  a;  subject  which  will 
soon  force  itself  on  the  most  serious  attention  of 
Government;  and  lam  of  opinion,  that  nothing 
less  than  the  co-operation  of  the  British  parlia* 
ment  with  the  colonial  legislatures  can  meet  its 
emergency.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  be  admitted  ^ 
that  the  object  is  infinitely  too  important,  and  the 
means  and  resources  of  France  much  too  power-? 
ful  and  abundant,  to  suffer  a  doubt  to  remain  eoiiK 
cerning  the  ultimate  aceompliBbment  of  her  view»» 
in  seizing  on  the  whole  of  this  extensive  country  : 
if  we  can  suppose  that  (convinced  at  length,  by 
painful  experience,  of  the  mojistrous  folly  of  aud^ 
denly  emancipating  barbarous  men,  and  placing 
them  at  once  in  all  the  complicated  relations  ^ 
civil  society )  she  will  finally  succeed  in  reducing 
the  vast  body  of  fugitive  negroes  to  obedience  ; 
and  in  establishing  security,  subordination,  and 
order,  under  a  constitution  of  government  (suited 
to  the  actual  condition  of  the  various  classes  of 
tlie  inhabitants :— if  such  shall  be  her  good  Ibr^ 
tunc,  it  will  not  require  the  endowment  of  pro-» 
phecy  to  foretel  the  result.  The  middling,  and 
jiiho  are  conunonly  the  most  industrious,  class  of 

Planters, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


«8  HISTORICAL  SURVEt  6P 

^^^'  Ranters^  throughout  every  island  in  the  Wesft 
Indies^  allured  by  the  cheapness  of  the  land  and 
the  superior  fertility  of  the  soil,  will  assuredly 
seek  our  settlements  in  St-  Domingo  ;  and  a  West 
Indis^n  empire  will  fix  itself  in  this  noble  island^ 
to  which,  in  a  few  short  years,  all  the  tropical 
possessions  of  Europe  will  be  found  subordinate 
told  tributary.  Placed  in  the  centre  of  British 
and  Spanish  America^  and  situated  to  windward 
of  those  territories  of  either  nation  which  are 
most  valuable^  while  the  commerce  of  both  must 
exist  only  by  its  good  pleasure,  all  the  riches  of 
Mexico  will  be  wholly  at  its  disposal.  Then  will 
the  vassal  Spaniard  lament,  when  it  is  too  late,  the 
thoughtless  and  improvident  surrender  he  has 
made^  and  Great  Britain  find  leisure  to  reflect 
how  deeply  she  is  herself  concerned  in  the  conse- 
quences of  it.  The  dilemma  is  awful,  and  the 
final  idsue  known  only  to  that  omniscient  Power, 
iji  whose  hand  is  the  fate  of  empires  !  But  what- 
ever the  issue  may  be, — in  all  the  varieties  of  for- 
tune—in all  events  and  circumstances>  whether 
prosperous  or  adverse, — it  infinitely  concerns 
both  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  inha-* 
bitants  of  the  British  colonies, — I  cannot  repeat 
it  too  often, — to  derive  admonition  from  the  story 
before  us.  To  Great  Britain  I  would  intimate^ 
that  if,  disregarding  the  present  example,  encou- 
ragement shall  continue  to  be  given  to  the  pesti- 
lent doctrines  of  those  hot-brained  fanaticks,  and 
detestable  incendiaries^  who,  under  the  vile  pre- 
tence of  philanthropy  and  zeal  for  the  interests 
of  suffering  humanity,  preach  up  rebellion  and 
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murder  to  th^  contented  and  orderly  n^oes  in 
our  own  territories,  what  else  can  be  expected, 
but  that  the  sariie  dreadful  scenes  of  carnage  and 
desolation,  which  we  have  conterapla'ted  in  St, 
Domingo,  will  be  renewed  kmong  our  countrymen 
and  relations  in  the  British  West  Indies  ?  May 
God  Almighty,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  avert  the 
evil !  To  the  resident  Planters  I  address  myself 
with  still  greater  solicitude  ;  and,  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  would  exhort  them,  ''  with  more  than 
mortal  voice,"  to  rise  above  the  foggy  atmosphere 
of  local  prejudices,  and,  by  a  generous  surrender 
of  temporary  advantages,  do  that,  which  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pride  and 
plenitude  of  imperial  dominion,  cannot  effect,  and 
ought  not  to  attempt.  I  call  on  them,  with  the 
sincerity  and  the  affection  of  a  brother,  of  them- 
selves to  restrain,  limit,  and  finally  abolish  the 
further  introduction  of  enslaved  men  from  Africa; 
— not  indeed  by  measures  of  sudden  violence  and 
injustice,  disregarding  the  many  weighty  and 
complicated  interests  which  are  involved  in  the 
issue ;  but  by  means  which,  though  slow  and  gra- 
dual in  their  operation,  will  be  sure  and  certain 
in  their  effect.  The  Colonial  Legislatures,  by 
their  situation  and  local  knowledge,  are  alone 
competent  to  this  great  and  glorious  task :  and 
this  example  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  dictates  of 
self-preserv^on,  like  the  hand- writing  against 
the  wall,  warn  them  no  longer  to  delay  it !  To- 
wards the  poor  negroes  over  whom  the  statutes  of 
Great  Britain,  the  accidents  of  fortune,  and  the 
laws  of  inheritance,  have  invested  them  with 
YOi..  III.  f  power. 
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ci^P-    power,  their  general  conduct  for  the  last  twenty 
ors^^V  years  ( notwithstanding  the  foul  calumnies  with 
which  they  have  been  loaded)  may  pourt  enquiry, 
and  bid  defiajnce  to  censure.     A  perseverance  in 
the  same  benevolent  system,  progressively  leading; 
the  objects  of  it  to  civilization  and  mental  irti-r 
provement,  preparatory  to  greater  indulgence,  is 
all  that  humanity  can  require ,;  for  it  is  all  that 
prudence  can  dictate.     Thus  will  the   Planters 
prepare  a  shield  of  defence  against  their  enemies, 
and  secure  to  themselves  that  serenity  and  0eva- 
tion  of  mind,  which  arise  from  an  approving  con- 
science ;  producing  assurance  in  hope,  and  con- 
'    solation   in    adversity.      Their   persecutors    and 
slanderers  in  the  mean  time  will  be  disregarded  or 
forgotten ;  for  calumny,  though  a  great,  is  a  tem- 
porary evil,  buttruth  and  justice  will  prove  trium-' 
phant  and  eternal ! 
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The  following  TABLES  we»  drawn  up  by  order  of  the  liCgisla- 
tive  Assembly  of  France^  which  met  the  21st  f  f  October 
V79^i  and  seem  to  have  been  framed  m  the  view  of  ascer. 
taining  the  actual  state  of  the  Colony,  and  its  Commerce, 
immediately  before  tl^e  breaking  put  of  the  rebejlion  of  the 

.  Negroes  in  the  month  of  August  of  tliat  year.  The  totals 
will  be  found  to  differ,  in  some  of  the  particulars,  from  the 
statement  which  has  been  given  in  the  preceding  pages,  Th^ 
difference  arises  partly  from  the  actual  change  of  circum- 
stances, in  the  course  of  two  years  which  intervened  between 
the  periods  when  eacji  statement  was  made  up,  and  partly^  X 
am  afraid,  from  errors  and  omissions  of  my  own. 
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No.  IV. 

TRADE  of  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo  with  old  Franc^ 
Itnports  for  the  Year  1788. 


i 

Amount  in 

Quantity. 

Nature  of  Goods. 

Hispaniola 
Currency. 

lAV. 

18^,759 

Barrels  of  Flour            -               * 

12filifi4i 

1^66 

Quintals  of  Biscuit        -        -      - 

^,684 

S.309 

Ditto    -    Cheese 

217,450 

S,044 

Ditto    -    Wax  Candles 

602,010 

27,154 

Ditto    -    Soap 

Ditto    -    Tallow  Candle*     - 

1,589,985 

16fi96 

1,479,510 

20,762 

Ditto    -    Oil 

1,973,750 

^                1,359 

Ditto    -    Tallow         - 

55,770 

121,587 

•Casks  of  Wine        -           -         - 

i3^10,960 

7/)20 

Cases  of  Do     *^    -        -        -      - 

584,770 

5,732 

Casks  of  Beer          -            -        - 

328,175 

6,174 

Hampers  of  Beer         -        -      - 

157,380 

10,375 

Cases  of  Cordials        -        -        - 

340,070 

6,937 

Ankers  of  Brandy        -        -  i    - 

140,238 

2,284 

Ditto  of  Vinegar 

23,784 

19,457 

Baskets  of  Aniseed  Liquor 

254,398 

5^99 

Quintals  of  Vegetables 

322,1 3C^ 

14,613 

Cases  of  preserved  Fruit        -     - 

320,477 

2,486 

Quintals  of  Cod  Fish 

85,607 

1,308 

Ditto    -    Salt  Fish 

26,700 

17,219 

Ditto    -    Butter 

1,650,150 

24,261 

Ditto    -    Salt  Beef 

998,300 

14,732 

Ditto    -    Salt  Pork 

1,101,395 

4,351 

Ditto    -    Ditto        -        -       - 

376,560 

1,627 

Ditto    -    Hams        -        -     - 

Dry  Goods,  viz.  Linens,  Woollens, 

Silks,  Cottons,  and  Manufac- 

177,340 

tures  of  all  kinds 

39,008,600 

Sundry  other  Articles,  valued  at  - 
Amount  of  all  the  Goods  imported 

8,685,600 

, 

86,414,040 

These  Importationt  were  made  in  580  Vessels,  me 

asuring  together 

189,679  Tons,  or  by  Average  325  J  Tons  each 

Vessel;  viz. 

224  from  Bourdeaux. 

10  from  Bayonne. 

1 

Vom  Dieppe. 

129  from  Nantes. 

5  from  La  Rocholle. 

1 

irom  Rouen. 

90  from  Marseilles. 

3  from  Harfleur. 

1  i 

rom  (iranville*. 

80  from  Havre  de  Grace. 

2  jfrom  Cherbourg. 

1  i 

^rom  Cette. 

19  from  Dunkirk. 

2  from  Croisic. 

li 

Vom  Rheden. 

11  from  St.  Mai 

1 

Add  to  the  580  Vessels  from  France,  98  from  the  Coa^  of  Africay 
and  the  French  Part  of  tljspaniola  will  be  found  to  hare  employed' 
f  78  Vessels  belonging  to  France  in  the  year  1788. 
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CE  ST.  DOMINGUE. 


No.  V. 

IToreign  TRADE  in  1788  (exclusive  of  the  Spanish.) 

Imported  by  Fpreigners  (Spaniards  excepted)  to 

the  Amount  of        -        -        -        ••      -    e,82r,Y07  LivtU. 
Exported  by  the  tame        .....    4,409,922 


fti9 


Difference        .        ^         .        .    2,411,785 


JV.  S»  This  Trade  employed  763  small  Vessels,  measuring  55,745  Tons. 
The  Average  is  73  Tons  each.  Vessels  from  North  America  (American 
built)  are  comprehended  in  it :  but  there  were  also  employed  in  tlie 
North  American  Trade  45  French  Vessels,  measuring  3,475  Tont 
(the  Average  77  Tons  each),  which  exported  to  North  America. 
Colonial  Products,  Value  -  -  525,571  Livres. 

And  imported  in  return  Goods  to  the  Amount  of  -  465,081 


r^fference  -  .  *      60,490 


Spanish  TRADE  in  1788. 

259  Spanish  Vessels,  measuring  15,417  Tbns,  or  59  Tons  each,  im- 
ported to  the  Amoimt  of  (chiefly  Bullion)        -    -    9,717,113 

And  exported  Negro  Slaves,  and  Goods,  chiefly  Eu- 
ropean Manufactures,  to  the  Amount  of        -      -    5,587,515 


Difference  ...  .        .      4,129,598 


X.  ^.    This  is  exclusive  of  the  Inland  Trade  with  the  Spaniards,  of 
which  there  is  no  Account. 
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No.  VI. 

AFRICAN  TRADE. 
Ntscoet  hnpeitedinto  the  French  Part  of  Hispamola,  ia  1 788V 


=1 

^1 

^ 

^ 

■| 

4 

Tart  au  Prince 

4,732 

2,256 

764 

541 

8,293 

24 

9l.£Caro 

Ifi^ 

645 

880 

60 

2^600 

8 

Lfogane 

lfi52 

798 

469 

327 

3,246 

9 

Urame       - 

88 

75 

23 

18 

204 

I 

Caye« 

1,624 

872 

1,245 

849 

4,590 

19 

Cape  Francois 

*  5,913 

2,395 

1,514 

752 

10,573 

37 

1 
15,674 

7,040 

4,245 

2,547 

2^,506 

98    . 

In  1787,80,939  Kegi;<tes  were  imported  into  the  French  Part  of  St.  Domingo. 

The  29,506  Negroes  imported  in"! 788,  were  sold  for  61,936,190  Livres  (Hispaniola 
Currency)  which  on  an  average  is  2^099  liV.  l?s.  each,  being  aboxtt  60/.  stcfiisg^ 
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ILLUSTRATIONS,  &c. 


CHAP.  17:  p.  51. 

it  vsas  discovered,  however,  about  nine  months  afterwards,  that    CHAF. 
this  most  unfortunate  young  nian  (Ogc)  had  made  a  full  con-       ^^* 
fession.     His  last  solemn  declaration,  sworn  to  and  signed  by 
himself  the  day  before  his  execution,  was  actually  produced^ 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  hnportant  document. 

TESTAMENT  DE  MORT  DOGE. 

Extra  IT  des  minutes  du  Couseil  Supcrieur  du  Cap,  Yaa 
inil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze  et .  le  neuf  mars,  nou« 
Antoine-Etienne  Ruotte,  conseiller  du  roi,  doyen  au  Con- 
«eil  Superieur  du  Cap,  et  Marie-Francois  Pourcheresse  do 
Vertieres,  aussi  conseiller  du  roi  au  Conseil  Superieur  du 
Cap,  commissaires  nommes  par  la  cour,  fl  Teffet  de  fairQ 
exccuter  Turret  de  la  dite  cour,  du  5  du  present  mois,  por- 
tant  condanuiation  de  mort  contre  le  nomme  Jacques  Ogc, 
dit  Jacquot,  quarteron  libre  j  lequel,  ctant  en  la  chambi*e 
criminelle,  et  apres  lecture  faite  du  dit  arret,  en  ce  qui  la 
concerne,  i  dit  et  declare,  pour  la  decharge  de  sa  con- 
science, serment  prealablcraent  par  ]ui  prete,  la  main 
levee  devant  nous,  de  dire  verite, 

Q\JE  dans  le  commencement  du  mois  du  fevrler  dernier, 
81  les  rivieres  n*avoient  pas  6te  debordees,  il  deyovt  se  faire  un 
attrouperoent  de  gens  de  couleur,  qui  devoient  en  trainer  avec 
eux  les  ateliersj.  et  devoient  venir  fondre  sur  la  ville  du  Cap 

en 
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CHAP.    ^"  nombre  trcs  considerable  -,  qu*ils  etoient  menie  d6jj  r^anit 
^^-       au  nombre  de  onze  mille  bonimes  j  que  le  d6bordeinent  dcf 
V<v*^   rivieres  est  le  seul  obstacle  qui  les  a  eirtp^ch^s  de  se  r6unir  j 
cette  quantite  d'hommes  de  couleur  6tant  composee  de  ceuj^ 
du  Mirebalais,  4?  TArLibopite,  d^Ximbe,  d*Ouap^iinthe,  de 
)a  Gfande  Riviere,  et  generalement  de  toute  la  Colonic.     Qu*i 
cette  ^poque,  il  etoit  sorti  du  Cap  cent  hommes  de  couleur 
ppur  se  joindre  a  cette  troupe.     Q.ae  Taccus^  est  assur^  que  le$ 
auteurs  de  cette  revolte  sont  les  Declains,  negres  librcs  de  la 
Gr^nd^rRiviere,  accuses  au  proems :  pumas,  n.  1,  j  Yvon^n.l.i 
Bitozin,  nl.  1.  espagnol  3  Pierre  Godard  et  Jean-Baptistle,  ^son 
fipre,  n.  1.  de  la  Qrande-Riviere  5  Legrand  MazeaU  ej  Tous- 
8j|int  Maz^au,   ^.  1. 5  Pierpe  Mauzi,  m^  1. 5  Gipg^  Lapaire, 
Charles  Lamadieu,  les  Sabourins,  Jean  Pierre  Goudy,  Joseph 
Lucas,  mulatres  iibres ;  Maurice,  n.  1. 5  tous  accuses  au  proems, 
Clu§  Ifs  grands  moteurs,  gu  bas  de  lacpte;  sont  l^s  nomme* 
Paguin,  accuse  au  proccs;  Rebel,  demeurant  au  Mirebalais ; 
Pinchinat^  ^ccu^e  ^u  procds ;  I^b^ti]le,  egal^nient  accuse  au 
proces  5  et  que  Taccuse,  ici  present,  croit  devoir  nous  declarer 
^tre  un  des  plus  ar4ens  partisans  de  la  revolte,  qui  a  mu  en 
grande  partie  cellequi  a  eclate  dans  les  environs  de  Saint-Marc, 
et  qui  cherche  1  en  exciter  une  nouvelle  5  qu*il  y  a  daps  ce 
moment  plusieurs  gens  de  couleur,  dans  di^rens  quartiers^ 
bien  resolus  k  tenir  k  leurs  projets,  malgre  qup  ceux  qui  trem- 
.  peroient  dans  la  r6volte  perdroient  Ja  vie  5  que  Taccuse,  ici 
present,  ne  pent  pas  se  ressouvenir  du  nom  de  tous  -,  mais  qu'il 
86  rappelle  que  le  fils  de  Laplace,  q.  1. 5  dont  lui  accuse  a  vu  1^ 
sceur  dans  les  prisons,  a  quitte  le  Limbe  pour  aller  |aire  dea 
recrues  dans  le  quartier  d*Ouanaminthe  5  et  que  ces  r^crues  et 
ces  soulevemens  de  gens  de  couleur  sont  soutenus  ici  par  la 
presence  des  nomm6s  FJeury  et  I'Hirondelle  Viard,  deput6s 
des  gens  de  couleur  aupr^s  de  Tassemblee  nationale  -,  que  lui 
accdse,  ici  present,  ignore  si  les  deputes  se  tiennent  chez  cuxj 
qu'il  croit  que  le  nomm6  Fleury  se  tient  au  Mirebalais,  et  le 
nomine  THirondelle  Viard  dans  le  quartier  de  la  Grande- 
Riviere. 
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due  lui  accuse,  ici  pr6sent,  declare  qti«  rinsurrectioi^  dtt    cHAB^- 

revoltes  existe  dans  les  souterrains  qui  se  trouvtnt  entre  la        ^'^* 

^  p.  51. 

Cr^te  h  Marcap  et  le  Canton  du  Giromon,  paroisse  de  la  \ 

Grande-Rrvidre  5  qu^en  consequence,  si  lui  accuse  pouvoit  ette 

conduit  sur  leslieux,  il  se  feroit  fort  de  prendre  les  chefs  de» 

rcvolt6s;  que  Tagitation  dans  laquelle  il  setrouve,  r^lativemenj 

a  sa  position  acluelle,  ne  lui  permet  pas  de  nous  donner  de« 

details  plus  circonstanci6s :  qa'il  nous  lea  donnera  par  la  suite 

lorsqu'il  spra  un  peu  plus  tranquil ;  qu*11  lui  vient  en  ce  mog, 

inent  k  l^esprjt  que  le  norpme  Oastaing^  mul|LtFe  libre  de  cette 

dependance,  ne  se  trcruve  coroprif  ei\  aucune  maniere  dans 

I'affaire  actuelle;  mais  que  lui  accu36,  nous  assure  que  si  sou 

frere  Oge  eiit  suivi  IHmpulsion  du  dit  Casteing,  il  se  sexoit 

porte  a  de  bien  plus  graudes  extr6niites ;  qui  est  tout  ce  qu'il 

nous  a  dit  pouYoir  nous  declarer  dans  ce  moment,  dont  lui' 

avons  domne  acte,  qu'il  a  signe  avec  nous  et  le  grcfifer. 

Signe  a  la  minute  J.  OGE%  RUOTTE,  POURCHERESSE 
DE  VERTIERES,  et  LANDAIS,  greffien 


Ext  RAIT  des  minutes  du  gr^fFe  du  Cbnseil  Sup6rieur  da 
Cap,  Tan  rail  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  le'  dix  mars,  trois 
heures  de  releve,  en  la  chambre  criminelle,  nous  Antoine- 
Etienne  Ruotte,  conseiller  du  roi,  doyen  du  Conseil  Superieur 
du  Cap,  et  Marie-Franjois- Joseph  de  Vertieres,  aussi  conseiller 
du  roi  au  dit  Conseil  Sap6rieur  du  Cap,  coraniissaires  nommes 
par  la  cour,  suivant  I'arret  de  ce  jour,  rendu  sur  les  conclusion* 
du  procureur  general  du  roi  de  la  dite  cour,  h  Teffet  de  proceder 
au  recolement  de  la  declaration  faite  par  le  nomme  Jacques 
Og6,  q.  1. ',  lequel,  apres  serment  par  lui  fait,  la  main  levee 
devant  nous  de  dire  la  verite,  et  apres  lui  avoir  fait  lecture,  par 
'e  greffier,  de  la  declaration  du  jour  d'hier,  Tavons  interpelle  de 
](ious  d6clarei:  si  la  dite  declaration  contient  verite,  s-il  veut  n'j 
xien  ajouter,  n'y  diminuer,  et  s*il  y  persiste. 

A  r6pondu  que  la  dite  declaration  du  jour  d'hier  contient 
v6rit6,  qu'il  y  persiste,  et  qu'il  y  ajoute  que  les  deux  Didiers 

freres. 
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CHAP,    frires,  dont  Ton  plus  grand  que  Pautre,  mul^res  ou  quarterofts 
^^-       hbres,  ne  les  ayant  vu  que  cctte  fois ;  Jean-Pierre  Crerard,  m.  1. 
"  I  du  Cap,  et  Caton,  m.  1  aussi  du  Cap,  sont  employes  k  gagner 
les  ateliers  de  la  Grand-Eiyiere>  qu'ils^sont  ensemble  de  joufj^ 
et  que  de  nuic  ils  sont  dispe^es. 

Ajoute  encore  que  lors  de  sa  confriHitation  arec  Jacques 
Lucas,  il  a  ete  dit  par  ce  dernier,  que  lui  accuse,  ici  present^ 
ravoit  menace  de  le  faire  pendre;  k  quoiHui  accuse,  a  reponda 
audit  Jacques  Lucas,  quil  devoitsavoir  poutquoi  que  le  dit 
Jacques  Lucas,  n'ayant  pas  insist^,  lui  accuse  n*a  pas  declare  le 
motif  de  cette  menace,  pour  ne  pas  perdre  le  dit  Jacques 
liucas^  qu'il  nous  declare  les  choses  comme  eUes  se  sont 
passeesi  que  le  dit  Lucas  lui  ayant  dit  qu*il  avoit  souleve 
ks  ateliers  de  M.  Bonamy  et  de  divers  autres  habitans  de  la 
Grande-Riviere,  pour  aller  6gorger  Tarmee  cbez  M.  Cardi- 
neau ;  qu*au  premier  coup  de  come,  il  £toit  stx  que  ces  ateliers 
s'aftrcmperoient  et  se  joindroient  k  la  troupe  des  gens  de 
couleur ;  alors  lui  accuse,  tenant  aux  blancs,  fut  revoke  de  cette 
barbarie^  et  dit  au  nomm6  Jacques  Lucas,  que  Tauteur  d'un 
pareil  projet  m6:itoit  d'etre  pendu  -,  qu*il  eut  k  I'instant  k  faire 
rentrer  les  n6gres  qu'il  avoit  apposte  dans  differens  coins  avec 
des  comes  j  que  lui  ^ccus6,  ici  present,  nous  declare  qu'il  a 
donne  au  dit  Lucas  trois  pomponelles  de  tafia,  trois  bouteilles 
de  vin  et  du  pain  >  qu'il  ignoroit  Tusage  que  le  dit  Lucas  en' 
faisoit }  que  la  troisieme  fois  que  le  ^t  Lucas  en  vint  cbercber ; 
lui  accus^,  ici  present,  lui  ayant  demande  ce  qu'il  faisoit  de  ce« 
boissons  et  vivres;  le  dit  Lucas  r6pondit  que  c^etoh  pour  les 
negj^s  qu'il  a\'oit  disperse  de  c6t6  et  d'autre  j  que  ce  qui  prquve 
que  le  dit  Lucas  avoit  le  projet  de  soulever  les  n^gres  esclaves 
contre  les  blancs^  et  de  faire  6gorger  ces  derniers  par  les  pre* 
miers  5  c*e8t  la  proposition  qu*il  fit  k  Vincent  Og6,  fir^e  de  lui 
accus6,  de  venir  sur  I'babitation  de  lui  Jacques  Lucas,  pour 
etre  plus  a  port6e  de  se  joindre  aux  n^res  qu*il  avoit  debauch6  ^ 
que  si  lui  accuse  n'a  pas  revele  ces  faits  k  sa  confrontation  avec 
le  dit  Jacques  Lucas^  c*est  qu*il  s'est  apperju  (|u%  n'^toien^ 

6  pt» 
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t>ai  coritlus,  et  qu*il  n'a  pas  voulu  le  perdre;  qu'ilfl  dii  moins  CHAPi 
la  satisfaction  d'avoir  dejournc  ce  crime  horrible  et  cannibale y  w^^^U 
t\\i\\  s'etoit  reserve '€e  reveler  eh  justice,  lors  de  son  elargisse- 
inent  3  que  ce  m^me  Lucas  est  celui  qui  a  voulu  couper  la  tete 
tf  deux  blancs  prisonniers,  et  notamm^nt  au  sieiir  Belisle,  pour 
\m  avoir  enleve  une  fetnme  j  que  Pierre  Roubert  ota  le  sabre 
des  mains  de  Jacques  Lucas,  et  appella  Vincent  Oge,  frdre  de 
lui  accuse,  ici  preseiit,  qui  fit  des  r^moritrances  au  dit  Lucas ; 
que  cependant  ces  prisonniers  ont  declares  en  justice  que  c'etoit 
lui  accus6  qui  avoit  eu  ce  dessein  5  que  meme  ^  la  confronta- 
tion ils  le  lui  ont  soutenu :  mais  que  le  fait  s'etant  passe  de  fiuit, 
les  dits  prisonniers  ont  pris,  lui  accuse,  pour^le  dit  LiiCas,  tandis 
que  lui  accus6  i)*a  ce^se  de  les  combler  d'honnetet6s  j  qu*^  la 
confrontation,  lui  accuse  a  cru  qu*il  etoit  suflfisant  de  diVe  que  ce 
n'6toit  pas  lui,  et  d'affirmer  qu'il  n'avoit  jamais  connu  cette 
femme ;  mais  qu*aujourd*hui  il  se  croyoit  oblig6,  pour  la  de- 
charge  de  sa  conscience,  de  nptts  rendre  les  faits  tels  qu'ils  sonti 
et  d'iojsister  ^  jurer  qu*il  ne  I'a  jamais  connue. 

Ajoute  raccus6  que  le  nomm6  Fleury  et  Perisse,  le  premier 
Fun  des  deputes  des  gens  de  couleur  pr^^  de  l*assemblee  na- 
tionale,  sont  arrives  en  cette  Colonie  pa^r  un  batiment  Bordelais 
avec  le  nomq^  THiroxidelle  Viard ;  que  le  capita  ine  a  mis  h$ 
deux  premiers  k  Acquin,  chez  un  nomme  Dupont,  homme  de 
couleur^  et  le  nomme  T  Hi  rondel  le  Viard,6galement,  depute 
.  des  gens  de  couleur,  au  Cap.  Ajoute  encore  I'accuse^  qu'il 
nous  avo.'t  declare,  le  jour  d'hicr,  que  le  nomme  Laplace,  dont 
le  pere  e^t  ici  dans  les  prisons,  faisant  des  reanies  k  Ouaiia- 
minthe,  est  du  nombre  de  ceux  qui  ont  match6  du  Limbe  contra 
le  Cap ',  que  pour  eloigner  les  soupgons,  ii  est  alle  au  Port- 
Margot,  oh  il  s'est  tenu  cache  plUsieurs  jours,  feignant  d'avoir 
une  fluxion  ^  que  le  dit  J^aplace  pdre  a  dit>  k  lui  accus6,  qu*il 
etoit  siir  que  son  voisin,  qui  est  mi  blanc,  ne  deposera  pas  contre 
lui,  malgre  qu*il  sache  toutes  ses  demarches  •  qu'il  etoit  assure^ 
que  le  nomme  Girardeau,  detenu  en  prison,  tie  declareroit  rien, 
parce  qu'il  etoit  trop  son  ami  pour  le  decouvrir}  qu'ensuite. 
Vol.  Ill*  A  s'ii 
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CHAP.     8*il  le  dertoncoit,  il  seroit force  den  denoncer  beaucoup d'autred^ 

I" 
P- 


^j       tant  du  Liinbe  que  des  autres  quartier»« 


Observe  Taccuse  que  lorsqu'ii  nous  a  pafle  des  moyens  em- 
ployes par  Jacques  Lucas  pour  soulever  les  negfes  esclaves,  il  a 
omis  de  nous  diiie  que  P»erre  Maury  avoit  envoye  une  trentaine 
d'esclarei  chez  Lucas  5  que  lui  accuse,  avec  ragremect  d'Og6 
le  jeune,  son  fr^re,  les  renvbya,  ce  qui  occasiomia  une  plainte 
generale,  les  gens  de  couleur  disant  que  c'etoit  du  renfortj  que 
"lui  accuse  eut  meme  k  cette  occasion  une  rixe  avec  leplus  grand 
des  pidiers,  avec  lequel  il  manqua  de  se  battre  au  pistolet,  pour 
vouloir  lui  soutenir  qu'etant  libre  et  cherchant  u  etre  assimile 
aux  blancs,  il  n'etoit  pas  fait  pour  ^tre  assimile  aux  negres 
esclave«  5  que  dVilleurs  soulevant  les  esckves,  c  etoit  d6truire 
t  les  proprietes  des  blancs,  et  qu'cn  les  d^truisant^  ils  d6tniisoient 

lesleurs  propres;  que  d6puis  que  lui  accus6  etoit  dans  les  pri- 
sons, il  m  vu  un  petit  billet  ecrit  par  ledit  Pierre  Maury  k  Jean- 
Frangois  Tessicr,  par  lequel  il  lui  marque  <ju*il  continue  k  ra- 
masser,  et  que  le  n6gre  nomme  Coquin^  alia  i  la  dame  veuve 
Castaiiig  ainee,  arm6  d'une^paire  de  pistolets  gamis  en  argent 
et  d*une  niancbette  que  le  dit  Maury  lui  a  donn^,  veille  k  tout 
ce  qui  se  passe,  et  rend  compte  tous  les  soirs  audit  Mauryj  qui 
est  tout  ce  que  Taccus^,  ici  present,  nousd6clare,  en  nous  con- 
jurant  d*6tre  persuades  que,  s*il  lui  etoit  possible  d'obtenir  mi- 
n6ricorde,  il  s'exposeroit  volbntiers  k  tout  ks  dangers  pour  faire 
arreter  les  chefe  de  ces  revokes  j  et  que  dans  toutes  les  circon* 
stances,  il  prouvera  son  z^le  et  son  respect  pour  les  blancs. 

Lecti^re  ;\  lui  faite  de  sa  declaration,  dans  laquelle  il  persiste 
pour  contenir  v6ritc,  lui  en  dbnnons  acte,  qu*il  a  sign6  avec  nous 
ct  le  greffier. 

Signc  k  la  minute  J.  OGW,  RUOTTE,  POUCHERESSES 
DE  VERTIERES,  et  LA  NDAIS,  greffier. 

jPour  expedition  collation6e,  signe,  LANDAIS,  greffier. 

A  Copy  of  the  preceding  document,  the  existence  of 
which  I  had  often  heard  of^  but  very  much  doubted,  vtras  . 

■  trans- 
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tranttnitted  to  me  from  Sr.  Domingo  in  the  month  of  July 
1795,  inclosed  in  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  tliat  island, 
whose  attachment  to  the  British  cannot  be  suspected,  and 
whose  means  for  information  were  equal  to  any:  This  Letter 
Is  top  remarkable  to  be  omitted,  and  I  hope,  a$  I  conceal  his 
name,  -that  the  writer  will  pardon  its  publication  2  It  here 
follows : 

Je  vous  envdye  ci-joint,  le  testattient  de  Jaques  Oge,  execute 
mi  Cap  le  9  Mars  1791.  Voici  mes  reflexions  sur  les  dates  et 
les  faits : 

1.  Jaques  Og6  depose  le  projet  connu  depuis  long  terns 
par  les  Brissotins  dont  il  etoit  un  des  Agents.  II  nomme 
les  chefs  des  Mul^tres,  qui  dans  toutes  les  parties  de  la 
Colonie  devoient  e&ecuter  un  plan  digne  des  Supp6ts  de 
lenfef. 

2.  Il  depose  que  l*abondanfce  des  pluies  et  les  crues  des 
rivieres  avoient  empeche  Texecution  du  projet  aii  mois  dfe 
tlvrier* 

3.  II  declare  que  si  on  veut  lui  accorder  miscricorde, 
il  s*exposera  aux  dangers  de  faire  arr^ter  les  chefs. 

Oge  est  execut6>  avec  vingt  de  ses  complices,  le  9  Mars 
1791.  Son  testament  est  gard6  scicret  jusqii*^  la  fin  de  1791 
(apres  rincendie  generate  de  la  partie  du  Nord)  qu'un  arr^t^  de 
FAssemblce  Coloniale  oblige  impcrieusement  le  Greffier  da 
Conseil  du  Cap  ^  en  delivrer  des  copies.  Que  conclure  ? 
Helas,  que  les  coupables  sont  aussi  nombreux  qu*atroces  et 
cruels! 

lers.  Coupables :  Les  hommes  de  couleui'  nOmdi^s^piLr,  la 
deposition  d'Og6. 

2.  (et  au  moins  autant  8*ils  ne  sont  plus.)     Le  Conseil  du 
Cap,  qui  a  ose  faire  ex6cuter  Oge,  et  qui  a  gard6  le  secret:  ^r  * 
sei  depositions  si  interessailtes. 

«^3  3«t6 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


228  ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

3.  Le  General  Blanchelande  et  tous  les  cbei&  mtlitau^ 
qut  n*ont  pas  fait  atreter  sur  le  champ  toutes  les  personnes  de 
Couleur  nominees  par  Oge  et  ne  les  ont  pas  confrcHrtees  arec 
leur  accusateur.  Mais  non :  on  a  precipit6  Texecation  da  mal- 
heureux  Oge  ;  on  a  garde  un  secret  dont  la  pnblicite  sauveroit 
la  Colonie.  On  a  laisse  libres  tous  les  cbef^  das'  r6volt6s  j  oa 
les  a  laisse  pour  suivre  leurs  projets  destructifs. 

Si  les  Chefs  militaires^  le  conseil,  les  magistrats  civils, 
aroient  fait  arreter  au  mois  de  Mars  1791>  les  multoes  Pin- 
chinat,  Castaing,  Viard,  et  tous  les  autres,  ils  n'auroient  pas 
pu  consomraer  leur  crime  le  29  AoCit  saivant.  Les  Regimeng 
de  Normandie  et  d'Artois  qui  venoient  d*arriver  de  France, 
etoient  assez  forts  pour  arreter  tous  les  gens  de  ccmleur  coupa- 
bles,  et  s'ils  ne  Tavoient  pas  ete,  et  que  ce  fut  le  motif,  qui 
eut  empeche  Blanchelande  d'agir,  pourquoi  Blanchelande  en- 
voyat-il,  au  mois  de  Mai  1791>  d^s  troupes  de  ligne  que  lui 
envoyoit  de  la  Martinique,  M.  de  Behague  ? 

La  serie  de  tous  ces  faits  prouve  evidemment  la  coalition  des 
contre-revolutionnaires  avec  les  Mul^tres,  dont  ils  ont  €t€  \z 
dupe,  et  la  victime  aprcs  rarrivce  des  Commissaures  Folverel 
et  Santhonax. 


CHAP.   VI.    p.  85. 

A  truce  or  convention  called  the  concordat  was  agreed  upon 
the  llth  of  September  between  the  free  people  rf  colour  and 
the  white  inhabitants  of  Port-au-Prince,  3fC.  The  following  is 
a  true  copy  of  this  curious  and  important  document : 

Concordat  de  MM.  les  citoyens  bkncs  du  Fort-au-FriBC« 
avec  MM.  ks  citoyens  du  c6uleur. 

L^AN  mil  sept  cent  quatre-vingt-onze,  &  le  onze  du  moi$ 
de  Septenabre, 

Les  commissaires  de  la  garde  na^nale  des  citoyens  blancs  da' 
Pcwrt-au-Priace,  d*uae  part; 

Et 
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Et  les  Gommissaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des  citoyens  de    CHAP, 
couleur,  d*autre  part :  et  ceux  fondes  de  pouvoir  par  arrete  de  g^  * 

ce  jour,  k  d\x  neuf  Septeiiibre  present  mois.  >^'V^/ 

Assembles  sur  la  place  d'aripes  du  bourg  de  la  Croix-des-    * 
Bouquets,  k  I'effet  de  delib6rer  sur  les  moyens  les  plus  capable 
d'operer  la  rcuuion  des  citoyens  de  toutes  les  classes,  &  d'arreter 
.   les  progr^s  k  les. suites  dune  insurrection  qui  menace  6gale- 
fnent  toutes  les  parties  de  la  colonic. 

L'assemblee  ainsi  composee  s'etant  transportee  dans  Teglise 
paroissale  du  dit  bourg  de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets,  pour  evitef 
i*ardeur  du  soleil,  il  a  cte  procede  de  suite,  des  deux  cotes,  k  la 
^  pomination  d*un  president  &•  d'un  secretaire. 

l^s  commissaires  de  la  garde  nationale  du  Port-au-Prihce  bnt 
nomme  pour  leur  president  M.  Gamot,  &  pour  leur  secretaire 
M.  Hacquet  -,  &  les  commissaires  de  la  garde  nationale  des 
citoyens.de  couleur  ont  nomme  pour  leur  president  M.  Pinchi- 
pat,  &  secretaire  M.  Daguin  fils. 

Lesquels  presidens  &  secretaires  ont  respectivement  accept^ 
les  dites  charges,  &  ont  promb  de  bien  &  fidellement  s*eQ 
acquitter. 

Apres  quoi  il  a  cte  dit  de  \a  part  des  citoyens,  de  cou- 
leur, que  la  loi  faite  en  leur  faveur  en  1685,  avoit  cte  mepfisee 
&  violee  par  les  prc^rcs  d*un  prejuge  ridicule,  &  par  Tusage 
abusif  et  le  despotisme  ministdriel  de  Tancien  regime,  il» 
n*ont  jamais  joui  que  tr^s-imparfeitement  du  benefice  de  cette 
ioi. 

Qu*au  moment  o\X  Ds  ont  vu  Tassemblee  des  representans 
de  la  nation  se  former,  ils  ont  pressenti  que  les  principe« 
(jui  ont  dicte  la  loi  constitutionnelle  de  Tetat,  entraiiieroit 
necessairement  la  reconnoissance  de  leurs  droits  qui,  pour 
avoir  etc  long-temps  mcconnus,  n'en  etoient .  pas  moins 
sacres. 

Que  cette  reconnoissance  a  ete  consacree  par  les .  dccrets  ^ 

&:  instructions  des  8  &  28  Mars'  IjgO,  k  par  plusicurs  au- 
tres  rendus  depuis  3  mais  quails  ont  vu  avec  la  plus  vive 
douleur  que  les  citoyens  Wanes  des  colonies  leur  refii- 
soient  avec  obstination  rexccution  de  ces  d6crets,  pour  ce 

qui 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I 

\ 

^30  ADDITIONAL  NOTES 

CHAF.    qui  les  y  concerne,  par  riqterpr^tatlon  Injuste  qu'ils  en  ont 

Qu*outre  la  privation  du  benefice  (les  dits  d6crets,  Iprs- 
quUis  ont  voulu  les  reclamer^  on  le^  a  sacnfi6s  i  Tidole.  du 
pr6juge,  en  exergant  contre  eux  un  abus  incroyable  des  lois 
&  de  Tautorit^  du  gouvemement,  au  point  de  les  forcer 
d*abandonner  leurs  foyers, 

Qu*enfin>  qe  pouvant  pjus  supporter  leur  existence  mal- 
heureuse,  &  ctant  r68Qlus  de  Texposer  ^  tous  les  6vdnemens, 
pour  se  procurer  Texercice  des  droits  qu*ils  tiennent  de  la 
nature  &  qui  sont  consacres  par  ies  lois  civiles  &  politiquesj, 
lis  se  sont  reuni§  sur  \^  mpntagne  4e  la  Ch^bonniire,  oil  lis 
ont  pris  les  armes,  le  31  Aout  4emier,  pour  se  mettre  dans  le 
cas  d*une  juste  defense. 

Que  Tenvie  d'opcrer  la  r&mion  des  tous  les  citoyens  indiSf 
tinctement  leur  fait  accueillir  favprablement  la  deputation  de 
MM.  les  commissaires  blancs  de  la  garde  natlonaje  du.  Port* 
au -Prince  -,  qu  ils  voyent  avec  vine  satisfaction  difficile  h  ext 
primer  le  retour  des  citoyens  blancs  aux  \Tais  principes  de  la 
raison^  de  la  justice^  de  Thunianit^  &  de  la  saine  politique^ 
qu*ayant  tout  lieu  de  croire  h  la  sincerit6  de  ce  retour  ils  se 
r6uniront  de  cceur,  d*esprit  &  d'intention  aux  citoyens  blancs^ 
pourvu  que  la  pr6cieuse  &  sainte  ^galit6  soit  la  base  &  le 
r^sultat  de  tputes  operations,  qu'i}  n'y  ait  entre-eux  &  le$ 
pitoyens  blancs,  d*autre  difference  que  celle  quVjntrainent 
n^cessairemcnt  le  merite  &  la  vertu,  &  que  la  fraternite,  1^ 
sincerite,  Tharmonie  &  la  Concorde,  cimentent  i  jamais  le^ 
liens  qui  doivent  les  attacher  rcciproquement  :  en  cons6» 
quince,  ils  ont  demands  Tex^cution  des  articles  suivans, 
auxquels  les  sus  dits  commissaires  blancs  ont  r^pondu^  ainsi 
qu'il  est  mentippn6  en  la  cplpniie  parallele  k  cclte  des  de-? 
mandes. 

Demands  des  commUsairu  de  la  garde  n^Hon^le  d^  dtoyen^ 

de  couleur. 

Article  premier.    Les  citoyens"  blancs  ferpnt  cause  com? 

mune    avec  les  citpyens  de   couleur,    &  cpntribueront    de 

I  toute^ 
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lootes  lcur«  forces  &  de  tous  leurs  moyens  a  rex&ution  lit- 
,  terale  de  toiis  les  points  Sc  articles  des  decrets  &  instructions 
de  Tassemblee  nationale,  sanclionpes  par  le  roi,  &  ce,  sans 
restriction  &  sans  se  permettre  aucune  interpretation,  con- 
formement  k  ce  qui  est  present  par  Tasseniblee  nationale  qui 
defend  d' interpreter  ses  decrets  Accept^ 

J  I.  Les  citoyens  blancs  proinettent  &  s'obligent  de  ne 
jamais  s*opposer  directement  ni.  indirectement  a  I'exeoution 
du  decret  du  15  Mai  dernier,  qui  dit-on  n'est  pas  encore 
parvenu  olBcieJlement  dans  cette  colonic  j  de  protester  miSme 
contre  toutes  protestations  &  reclamations  contrajres  aux  dis- 
positions du  sus  dit  decret,  ainsi  que  centre  toutes  adresses  k 
I'assemblee  nationale,  au  roij  aux  quatre-vingt-trois  departe- 
mens  &  aux  difFeren-tes  cliambres  de  commerce  de  France, 
pour  obtenir  la  revocation  de  ce  decret  bienfaisant, Ac- 
cepts                         > 

III,  Ont  (demande  les  sus  dits  citoyens  de  couleur,  la  con- 
'  vocation  pro<;:liaitie  &  I'ouverture    des   assemblees  prinqaires 

&  coloniales,  par  tons  les  citoyens  actifs,  aux  termes  de  I'ar- 
ticle  IV -des  instructions  de  TassembJee  nationale,  du  28 
Mars  I79O- — — Accepte.  l^i 

IV.  Pe  deputer  directement  h  rassemblee  coloniale,  &  de 
j^ommer  des  deputes  choisis  parmi  les  citoyens  de  -  couleur,.  qui 
auront,  comme  ceux  des  citoyens  blaucs,  voix  consultative  8c 
deliberative. ^Accepte. 

V,  Peclarent  les  sus  dits  citoyens  blancs  &  de  couleur 
protester  cpntre  toute  municipalite  proyi&oire  ou  non,  cfe 
merae  centre  toutes  assemblees  provinciales  &  coloniaies  ; 
les  dites  municipal ites  assemblees  pronnciales  ^  coloniaies 
n  ctapt  point  formees  sur  le  nK)de  present  par  les  decrets  & 
instructions  des  3  3c  28  Mars  179O. x\ccept$. 

VI.  Demandent  les  citoyeus  de  couleur  qu'il  spit  re>- 
connu  par  les  citoyens  blancs,  que  leur  organisation  pr^sente, 
leurs  operati(xis  recentes  &-  Jeur  prise  d' amies,  n'ont  eu  pour 
but  &  pour  motif,  que  leur  siareti6  individuelle,  Texecution 
des  decrets  de  Tassemblee  nationale,  la  rj^d^matioii  de  leurs 
llrpits  iiieconnus  5c  violes  3t  le  desir  de  piir\  enir  par  ce  mpyen 

aia        . 
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CHAP.     ^  la  tranquillite   publique,  qu*en  conseqaence  3s  soient  d6» 
P 


g^       clares    inculpables   pour    les  txCnemens  qui   ont    rcsulte  de 


cette  pri«e  d  amies,  cc  qu*on  ne  puisse  dans  aacun  cas  exerccr 
conire-eax  collecliveraent  ou  individuellement,  aiicune  action 
directe  ou  indirecte  pour  raison  de  ces  memes  evcnemens,  qu'ij 
soit  en-outre  reconnu  que  leur  prise  d'armes  tiendra  jusqu'au 
moment  ou  les  decrets  de  ra£serablee  nationale  sercnt  ponctu-r 
ellement  3^  formellement  executes ;  qu*en  consequence,  les 
armes,  canons  &  munitions  de  guerre  enleves  pendant  les 
combats  qui  ont  eu  lieu,  resteront  en  la  possession  de  ceux  qui 
ont  eu  le  bonhcur  d'etre  vainqueurs  ,  que  cependant  les  pri-r 
^onniers  [si  toute-fois  il  en  est]  soient  remis  en  liberte  de  part 

&  d'autre. ^Accepte. 

Vn.  Demandent  les  dits  citoyens  de  couleur  que,  con^ 
formement  a  la  loi  du  11  Fcvrier  dernier  &  pour  ne  laisser 
aucun  doute  sur  la  sincerit6  de  la  reunion  pr^ite  a  s'opcrer, 
tcutes  proscriptions  cessent  &  soient  revoquees  dds  ce  mpr 
ment,  que  toutes  les  personnes  proscrites,  decr6tees,  &  cen- 
tre lesquelles  il  seroit  intervenu  des  jugemeds  ou  condam- 
hations  quelconques  pour  raison  des  troubles  survenus  dans 
la  colonic  depuis  le  commencement  de  la  revolution,  soient 
de  suite  rapeles  &  mis  sous  la  protection  sacr^e  &  immediate  de 
•ous  les  citoyens,  que  reparation  solenfinelle  &  authentiqu6 
soit  faite  i  leur  lionneur,  qu'il  soit  pourvu  par  des  moyeng 
convenables,  aux  indemnii6s  que  necessitent  leur  exil,  leurs 
proscriptions  &  les  d6crets  d6cern&  contre-eux ;  que  toutes 
con6scations  de  leurs  biens  soient  ley6es  &  que  restitution 
leur  soit  faite  de  tous  les  objets  qui  leur  oiit  6te  enleves,  soit 
en  execution  des  jugemens  prononces  contre-eUx,  soit  k 
main  arm^e.  Demandant  que  le  pr6sent  article  soit  stricte-? 
ment  &  religieuse ment  observ6  par  tons  les  citoyens  du  res- 
sort  du  conseil  supGiicur  de  Saint-Domingue,  &  sur^totit ^ 
regard  des  sieurs  Poisson,  Desmares,  les  fferes  Regnauld  & 
autres  compris  au  m^me  jugement  que  ceux-ci,  tous  les  ha- 
bitans  de  la  paroisse  de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets,  de  meme  qu*^ 
I'cgard  du  sieur  Jean-Baptiste  la  Pointe  habitant  de  TArca- 
iu\yc,  centre  lequcl  il  n  est  intervenu  un  jugement  s6v6re 
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^e  par  une  suite  de  persecutions  exercees  centre  les  cito*    CHAP* 
yens  de  couieur,  &  qui  proscrit  par  les  citoyens  de  Saint-     p.  sA 
Marc  &  de  TArcahaye,  u'a  pu  se  dispenser  d'eoiployer  une 
juste  d6fense  centre  quelqu'un  qui  vouloit  I'aseassiner  &  qui 
Vassassinoit  en  etFet ;  se  rcservaut  les  citoyens  de  couieur  de 
faire  dans'  un  autre  mbment  &  envers  qui  il-  appartiendra^ 
toutes  protestations   &  reclamations  relatives    aux  jugemens 
prononc6s  centre  les  sieurs  Oger,  Chavannes  &  autre»  com-    . 
prisdans  les  dits  jugemens,  regardant  des  a  present  les  arrett 
prononc6s  centre  les  sus  dits  sieurs,  par  le  conseil  superieur 
du  Cap,  comme  in^mes,  dignes  d*^e  voues  a  rexi6cration 
conteraporaine  &  future,  &  conuoe  la  cause  falale  de  toui 
les  malheurs  qui  affligent  la  province  du  nord«— — ^Acceptc,  ea 
ce  qui  nous  conceme. 

Vin.  Clue  le  secret  des  lettres  &  correspondance  soit  were 
&  inviolable,  conformenient  aux  decrets  nationaux.'— — A«>- 
eept6, 

IX.  Liberte  d^  la  presse,  sauf  la  responsibility  dans  ki 
cas  d6terminespar  laloi. Accepte. 

X.  Demandent  en-outre  les  citoyeos  de  couieur,  qu'ai 
attendant  i'execution  ponctuelle  &  litterale  des  decrets  (fe  Tas- 
semblee  nationale,  &  jusqu*au  moment  o\l  ils  pourrent  se  re^ 
tlrer  dans  leurs  foyers.  Messieurs  les  citoyens  blancs  de  la 
garde  nationale  du^'Port-aUrPrince  s' exigent  de  contribuer 
^  rapprovisionnemeiit  de  Tarmee  de«  citoyens  de  couieur  pen- 
dant tout  le  terns  que  durera  son  activite  centre  les  ennemtf 
commilns  &  du  bien  public,  &  de^  faciliter  la  libre  circuknioo 
des  vivres  dans  les  dlfi^rens  quarters  jde  k  partie  de  Touestb 
— Accept6. 

XL  Observent  en-outre  les  sus  dits  citoyens  de  couieur, 
que  la  sinceritc  dent  les  citoyens  blancs  vieiinent  de  leur 
denner  une  preuve  authenti(]^ie,  ne  leur  permetpas  de  garder 
le  silence  sur  les  craintes  dont  ils  sent  agites  -,  en  consequence 
ils  d^clarent  qu*ils  ne  perdront  jamais  de  vue  la  reconnoia*^ 
sance  de  tons  droits  &  de  ceux  de  leura  fr^s  des  autre* 
quartiers ;  qu*ils  verroient  avec  beaucoup  de  peine  &  de 
doul^rk  reunion  pr^te  a  s'operer  au  .  Port-au-Priuce  &  ap^ 
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^^vi^'  tres  lieux  de  la  depcndance  souffrir  des  difficultes  dans  les  «ti« 
p.  85.  t^^s  endroits  de  la  colonie,  auquel  cas  ils  declarent  que  rien 
au  monde  ne  saurott  les  emp^cher  de  se  r^unlr  k  ceux  des 
leursqui  par  une  suite  des  auciens  abus  du  regime  colonial, 
^rouveroient  des  obstacles  k  la  reconnoisfiance  de  leucs  droiti 
&  par  consequent  k  lear  i£l«cit6.— —Accept^. 

Aprfc  quoi  ra»sembl&  revenue  a  la  place  d'armes,  la 
naatiire  mise  en  deliberation,  murement  examinee  &  discu- 
t^e,  l'assembl6e  consid6rant  qu'il  est  d'une  necessite  indis- 
fensable  de  mettre  en  usage  tous  les  mojrens  qui  pen  vent  con* 
tribnsr  au  bonheur  de  tous  les  citoyens  qui  sent  egaux  en  djoits. 

Que  la  reunion  des  citoyens  do  toutes  les  classes  pent  seule 
rsmener  le  calme  &  la  tranquillit6  si  necessaiies  il  la  prosperite 
de  cette  colonie  qui  se  trouve  aujourd'bui  raepacec  des  plus 
grands  malheurs. 

Que  rex^cution  ponctuelle  &  litterale  de  tous  les  articles 
des  d6crets  &  instructions^  de  rassemb}6e  nationale  santtionnes 
par  le  roi,  peut  seule  op^rer  cette  reunion  desirable  sons  quel- 
^oe  point  de  vue  qu'on  Tenvisage, 

II  a  6t€  arr^te,  savoir :  de  la  part  des  dtoyeos  blancs,  qu*ils 
acceptent  tous  les  articles  insures  au  pr6sent  concordat. 

Et  de  la  part  des  citc^ens  de  couleur,  que,  vu  lacceptatiou 
de  tous  les  articles  sans  restriction  ins6r6iau  present  concordat, 
iJs  se  reuniront  &  se  r^unissent  en  eflfet  de  coeur,  d'esprit .  5c  ^ 
d*intention  aux  citoyens  Uancs,  pour  ramener  le  calme  &  la 
tranqnillite,  pour  travailler  de  concert  k  Texecution  ponctuelle 
des  d^crets  de  Tassemblee  naticmale  sanctioniij6s  par  le  roi,  Sc 
pour  employer  toutes  leurs  forces  &  tous  leurs  moyens  coijtre 
l*ennemi  commun.     . 

A  ete  arr^t6  par  Messieurs  les  citoyens  bhncs  &  Messieurs 
les  citoyens  de  coukur,  que  ce  jour  devoit  6teindre  toute 
cspdcc  de  haine  &  de  division  entre  les  citoyens  de  la  colonie 
en  general,  les  citoyens  de  couleur  du  Bort-au-Princc  qui, 
par  nne  fausse  pusillanimite,  ne  se  sont  pas  reunis  a  leurs 
iieres  d*armes,  seront  compris  dans  Tamnistie  generale  j 
^ue  jamais  aucun  reprocbe  ne   leur  sera  fait  de   Icur  con^ 
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dultej  entendant  quails  participent  cgalement  sxxif.  avantages 
que  promet  notre  heureuse  r6union  entre  toutes  les  personnes 
&  tons  les  citoyens  indistinctement. 

De  plus,  que  protection  egale  devoit  ^tre  accordee  au  sexe 
en  g6neral^  les  femmes  &  filles  de  couleur  en  jouiront  de  m^me 
que  les  femmes  &  lilies  blanches^  &  que  m^mes  pr6caution8  Sc 
»oins  seront  pris  pour  leur  s{lrete  respective. 

Arrfete  que  le  present  goncordat  sera  sign6  par  I'eLat  major 
de  la  garde  nationale  du  Poit-au- Prince. 

II  a  ete  arrete  que  le  present  concordat  sera  rendu  public  par 
la  vole  de  Tinlpression,  que  copies  coUationees  d'y  celui  seront 
envoyees  ^  Tassembl^e  natipnale^  au  roi^  aux  quatre-vingt-trois 
departemens,  k  toutes  les  chambres  de  commerce  de  France^  & 
^  tous  autres  qu*il  appartiendra. 

Arrete  que  mercredi  prochain  quatorze  du  present  mois 
MM.  les  citoyens  blancs  du  Port-au-Prince  se  reunircmt  h 
Parmee  de  MM.  les  citoyens  de  couleur  en  la  paroissie  de  la 
Croix-des-Bouquets,  qu il  sera^  chante  dans  leglise  de  cett^ 
paroisse  ^  dix  heures  du  matin  un  Te  Deum  ^n  action  de  grice 
de  notre  heureuse  reunion  ;  que  MM.  des  bataillons  de  Nor- 
mandie  &  d'Artois,  et  des  corps  d'Artillerie,  de  la  marine 
royale  &  marchande,  seront  invites  k  s  y  faire  r^jjresenter  par 
des  deputations  particulidres,  que  de  m^me  les  citoyens  en  ge- 
neral de  la  Croix-des-Bouquets,  du  Mirebalais  &  autres  eft* 
droits  circonvoisins  seront  invites  k  s'y  rendre,  afin  d'unir  leurs 
yoeux  aux  notres  pour  le  bonheur  commun. 

Arrete  en-outre  que  le  pr6sent  concordat  sera  passe  en  triple 
minute  dont  la^  premiere  sera  d6posee  aux  archives  de  la  mun&>> 
cipalittS  future,  la  seconde  entre  les  mains  des  chefs  de  Tarmee 
des  citoyens  de  couleur,  ic  la  troisi^me  dans  les  archives  de  la 
garde  nalionale  du  Port-au-Prince* 

Faite  triple  entre  nous  et  de  bonne  £bi,  le  jour,  mois  &  aa 
quedessus.     Signe^  ^c. 

Discour^ 
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CHAP. 

VL 
p.  85. 


Discotirs  de  ^f.  Gamot^  president  des  commissaires  reprS^ 
senians  Ics  citoi/ens  blancs  du  Port^au^Prince^  d 
MM.  les  commissaires  reprcsentans  Varmcc  des  ci'* 
toi/em  de  couleur. 

Messieurs, 

Nous  vous  apportons  enfin  des  paroles  de  paix.  Nous  d« 
Venons  plus  tr alter  avec  vous ;  nous  ne  venons  plus  vous  accovr 
der  des  demandes,  nous  venons,  animes  de  Tesprit  de  justice, 
reconnoitre  authentiquement  vos  droits,  vous  engager  k  ne  plua 
voir  dans  les  citoj-^ns  blancs  que  des  amis,  des  fr^res,  auxquels 
la  patrie  en  danger  vous  invite,  vous  soHicite  de  vous  r6uni|? 
•  pour  lui  porter  un  prompl  secours. 

Nous  acceptons  enti^rehient  &  sans  aucune  reserve,  le  con-* 
cbrdkt  que  vous  nous  proposez.  Des  circonstances  malheu- 
teuses  que  vous  connoissez  sans  doute,  nous  ofit  fait  h^sUer  un 
instant)  tnais  notre  courage  a  franchi  tons  les  obstacles  j  nous 
avons  impost  silence  aux  petits  pr6juges,  au  petit  esprit  de  do- 
mination. .. 

Que^lejour  oJl  le  flambeau  de  la  raison  nous  6clairetous, 
«oit  a  jamais  memorable !  qu'il  soit  un  jour  d*oubli  pour  toutes 
les  erreurs,  de  paVdon  pour  toutes  les  injures,  &  ne  disputons 
desonnais  que  d'amour  &  de  z^le  pour  le  bien  de  la  chos^ 
publique. 


CHAP.    V. 


60. 


Mauduit  started  hack^  Sfc. — mMle  not  a  single  hand  was 
lifted  up  in  his  defence. 

IN  this  last  particular  I  was  misinformed,  and  rejoice  that 
I  have  an  opportunity  of  correcting  my  mistake.  The  fol-, 
lowing  detaif  of  that  bloody  transaction  has  been  transmitted 
to  me  from  St.  Domingo  since  the  first  sl^^t^  were  printed ; 
"  Les  grenadiers  du  regiment  de  Mauduit,  k  d*autres  voix 
parties  dela  foule,  demandent  que  le  Colonel  fasse  repara- 
tion ^  la  garde  nationale.    On  eyige  qu'il  fasse  des  excuses 
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pour  rinsuUe  qu*il  lui  a  faite.  II  prononce  Tes  excuses  qu'on 
lui  demande  5  see  grenadiers^  ne  sont  points  sadsfaits,  ils  veu- 
lent  qu'il  les  fesse  k  genoux.  Une  rumeur  terrible  se  fait 
entendre :  ce  fut  alors  que  plusieurs  citoyens,  meme  de  ceux 
que  Maiiduit  avoit  le  plus  vexe,  fendent  la  foule,  et  cherchent 
^  le  soustraire  au  mouvement  qui  se  pr6paroit.  On  a  vu 
dans  ce  moment  le  brave  Beatisoleil,  apr^s  avoir  ete  atteint 
d'un  coup  de  feu  k  TafFaire  du  29  au  30  Juillet,  et  defen- 
dant le  comit6  C^ee  Page  34.)  recevoir  un  coup  de  sabre  en 
^  piotegeant  les  jours  de  Mauduit.  On  pent  rendre  justice 
aussi  ^  deux  ofEciers  de  Mauduit:  Galeaeau  et  Germain 
n'ayant  pas  abandonne  leur  Colonel  jusqu'au  dernier  mo- 
ment 5  mais  r indignation  des  soldats  etoit  ^  son  corable,  et 
il  n*etoit  plus  temps. 

Mauduit  presse  par  ses  grenadiers  de  s'agenouiller 
pour  demander  pardon  ^  la  garde  nationale,  et  refusant  con- 
jitamment  de  s*y  soumettre,  re^ut  un  coup  de  sabre  ^  la 
figure,  qui  le  terrassa^  un  autre  grenadier  lui  coupa  k  I'in- 
stant  Ja  tete,  qui  fut  portSe  au  bout  d'une  bayonette,  Alors  le 
ressentiment  des  soldats  et  des  matelots  livres  ^  eux  memes, 
ii*eut  plus  de  bornes :  ils  se  transporterent  chez  Mauduit, 
o\X  ils  trainairent  son  corps,  tout  y  fut  brise,  rompu,  meubles 
kc,  on  decarela  meme  la  maison,  &c.  &c.. 


CHAP.  X.    p.  151. 

They  declared  by  proclamation  all  manner  of  slavery  abo- 
hshed,  &c. — ^This  proceeding  was  ratified  in  February,  followed 
by  the  National  Convention  in  a  Decree,  of  which  follows  a 
Copy. 

Decret  de  la  Convention  Nationale,  du  16  Jour  de 
Pluviose ;  an  second  de  la  Republique  Frangoise, 
une  et  indivisible. 

LA  Convention  Nationale  dedare  que  Tesclavage  des^  N^- 
gres  dans  toutes  les  Colonies  est  aboli;    en    congruence 

ejfe 


CHAP- 
X. 

p.  15t 


5  V^ 
lt94. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S3d    -  ADDITIONAL  J^OTES 

CHAP.    *^^  decr&te  que  tous  leg  homtnes,  sans  distinction  de  couleaf^ 
^      domiciH^s  dans  les  Colonies,  sont  citoyens  Fran5Qi8,  ct  joui* 
ront  de  totis  les  droits  assur^  par  la  constitutiMi. 

Ehtz  renvoie  au  comit6  de  saiut  public,  pour  lui  feire  incess^ 
ment  un  rapport  sur  les  mesures  k  prendre  pour  assuitr  I'^xddiH 
tion  du  present  decret. 

Vis6  par  les  inspecteurs.    SignS 

Augery 

Gordier/^ 

S.  E.  Monnel. 

CoUatiotine  4  Totiginal,  |)ar  nous  president  et  secretaires  de 
la  Convention  Nationale,  k  Paris  le  22  Germitial,  an  second  d^ 
la  R^publique  Fran^oise  une  et  indivisible.  Sigf*^,  Amar,  PrS^ 
sident.  A.  M.  Baudot.  Monnot.  Ch.  Pottier,  et  Peyssard,  iSfe- 
critaires. 

Ab  most  of  the  French  islands  fell  into  possession  of  the 
English  soon  after  this  extraordinary  decree  -^^as  promulgated^ 
the  only  place  ^vhere  it  was  attempted  to  be  enforced  was  ifl 
the  southern  province  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  mode  of  en- 
forcing it,  as  I  have  heard,  was  as  singular  as  the  decree  itself. 
The  negroes  of  the  several  plantations  were  called  together,  and 
informed  that  they  were  all  a  free  people,  and  at  liberty  to  quit 
the  service  of  their  masters  whenever  they  thought  proper. 
They  were  told  however,  at  the  same  time,  that  as  the  Re- 
public wanted  soldiers,  and  the  state  allowed  no  man  to  be  idle^ 
such  of  them  as  left  their  masters  would  be  compelled  to  enlist 
in  one  or  other  of  the  black  regiments  then  forming.  At  first 
many  of  the  negroes  accepted  the  alternative,  and  enlisted  ac- 
cordingly ;  but  the  reports  they  soon  gave  of  the  rigid  disci- 
pline and  hard  fare  to  which  they  were  subject,  operated  in  a 
surprising  manner  on  the  rest,  in  keeping  them  more  than 
usually  quiet  and  industrious,  and  tliey  requested  that  no  changer 
tnight  be  made  in  their  condition. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  X.  p.  153. 

Of  the  revolted  Negroes  in  tlie  northern  province,  manif  had 
perished  of  disease  and  famine,  ^c. 

FROM  the  vast  number  of  negroes  that  had  fallen  in  battle;^ 
and  the  still  greater  number  that  perished  from  the  causes 
above  mentioned,  it  was  computed  iii  the  year  1793  that  this 
class  of  people  at  that  period  had  sustained  a  diminution  of 
more  <han  one  hundred  thousand.  (Reflexions  sur  Id  Colonie, 
^•c.  torn.  2.  p.  217.)  Since  that  time  the  mortality  has  been 
still  more  rapid,  and,  including  the  loss  of  whites,  by  sickness 
and  emigration,  I  do  not  believe  that  St.  Domingo  at  this  junc- 
ture (June  1796)  contains  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  (white  and  l^ack)  which  it  possessed  hi 
the  beginning  of  179 1  • — ^According  to  this  calculatiou^  upwards 
of  300,000  human  beings  have  miserably  perished  in  this  de- 
voted country  within  the  last  six  years  ! 

CHAP.  XI.  p.  180. 

The  same  fate  awaited  Lieutenant  Colonel  Markham,  Src. 
I  CANNOT  deny  myself  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of 
preserving  in  this  work  the  following  honourable  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  this  amiable  officer,  which  was  given  out  in  gene- 
ral orders  after  his  death  by  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Head  Quarters,  28  March  I7g5, 

Brigadier  General  Homeck  begs  the  officers,  non-commis^ 
sioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  detachment,  which  on  the 
26th  inst,  proceeded  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Markham  oft  a  party  of  observation,  to  receive  his  veiy  sincere 
thanks  for  their  gallant  behaviour  at  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
advanced  post,  taking  their  colours  and  cannon,  and  destroying 
their  stores. 

At 
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CHAP.  ^^  ^c  *a^i^  t*n^®  ^c  cannot  sufficiently  express  his  feelings 
^  ^o«  on  the  late  afflicting  loss  that  has  been  sustained  in  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Markham,  who,  equally  excellent  and  meritorious  as 
an  officer  and  a  man,  lived  universally  respected  and  beloved, 
and  died  leaving  a  bright  example  of  military,  social,  and  pri- 
vate virtue. 

The  Brigadier  General  likewise  requests  Captains  Martin 
and  Wilkinson,  of  the  Royal  Navy,  to  receive  his  acknowledg- 
ments and  thanks  for  the  important  assistance  they  have  afford- 
ed; not  only  on  this  occasion  alone,  but  on  every  other, 
wherein  his  Majesty's  service  has  required  their  co-operation. 
Me  also  begs  Captain  Martin  to  do  him  the  favour  to  impart  the 
like  acknowledgments  to  the  officers  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and 
tp  tlie  respective  ships'  companies  under  his  command,  for  the 
zeal  and  good  conduct  they  have  shewn  whenever  employed. 
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A   TOUR, 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Om  Sunday  October  30,  1 791 ,  Sir  William  Youna;    chap. 

•  .  XIII 

embarked  ia  the  ship  Dehiford  at  Spithead,  which 
sailed  the  same  cveniiif]^'^  and  after  a  pleasant  voy- 
ag'e  of  thirty-eight  days^  came  in  sight  of  the  island 
of  Bar.badoes.  Here  then  the  Tour  may  be  said 
to  commence  ;  and  the  following  extracts  are,  by 
favour  of  Sir  William  Youn<:^^  transcribed  lite- 
rally ffo^B  a  rough  journal,  in  which  he  entered 
€uch  obsevvations  as  oecurrcd  to  him  from  the  im- 
pressions of  the  moment  They  may  be  considered 
therefore  as  a  picture  draw  n  from  the  life ;  and 
the  reader  must  be  a  bad  judge  of  human  nature, 
and  have  a  very  indifferent  taste,  who  docs  not 
perceive  that  it  is  faithfully  drawn,  and  by  the 
hand  of  a  master. — For  the  few  notes  at  foot  I 
am  accountable. 

JB,  E. 


Tuesday^  December  6. — Early  in  the  morning  Baf^badoes, 
Barbadoes  appeared  in  sight,  bearing  on  the  starr     ^^^^^ 
board  bow  W.  N.  W.     At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  the 
passengers  landed  in  the  six-oarcd  pinnace.     We 
went  to  a  noted  tavern,  formerly  Rachel's,  now 
kept  by  Nancy  Clark,  a  mulatto  v»  oman,  where  I 

R  3  first 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


244  TOUR  THROUGH  THE 

*\ 

CHAP,    first   tasted    avocado-pear,    a    mawkish    fruit^. 

YTIT  IT  ■«  

v^^^^,^  Walking  about  the  streets  of  Bridge-Town^,  my 
Barbadoes.  impressions  gave  me  far  from  a  disagreeable  sen^ 
sation  as  to  the  negroes.  The  town  is  extensive, 
and  seems  crowded  with  people,  mostly  negroes  ; 
but  the  negroes,  with  few  exceptions,  seemecj 
(dressed  in  a  style  niuch  above  even  our  common 
artizans,  the  women  especially,  and  there  was 
such  a  swagger  of  importance  in  the  gait  of  those 
(and  many  there  were)  who  had  gold  ear-rings 
and  necklaces,  that  I  told  u\y  friend  Mr.  O.,  on 
his  pressing  me  for  my  opinion  of  what  struck 
me  on  first  landing  in  the  West  Indies,  That  the 
negro  women  seemed  to  pie  the  proudest  mortals  I 
had  ever  seen.  A  Guinea  ship  was  then  in  the 
^  harbour,  and  had  lain  there  for  some  time ;  but 
none  of  the  disgusting  sights  of  ulcerated  and  de-r 
serted  seamen  appeared  in  the  streets.  Nor  did  I 
see  any  thing  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  slaves 
that  implied  the  situation  of  abject  acquiescence^ 
and  dread  of  cruel  superiority,  attributed  to  them 
in  Great  Britain.  Many  pressed  their  services  on 
our  first  landing  j  and  some  first  begged,  and  then 
Joked  with  us,  in  the  style  pf  a  Davus  of  Terence, 
with  great  freedom  of  speech,  and  some  humour. 
I  had  a  higher  opinion  of  their  minds,  and  a  better 
opinion  of  their  masters  and  government,  than 

before 

*  There  is  no  disputing  about  tastes.  In  Jamaica  this  fmit 
is  very  highly  esteemed  by  all  classes  of  people.  It  is  usmiHy 
eaten  \vith  pepper  and  salt,  and  has  something  pf  the  flavour  of 
the  Jerusalem  artichoke,  but  is  richer  and  more  delicate.  It  is 
sometimes  called  vegetable  marrow,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
animals,  both  granivorous  and  cmnivorous,  eat  it  with  relish. 
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tefore  I  set  my  foot  on  shore. — Such  are  my  first    CHAi^. 

.  .  .  .  XIII. 

impressions,  written  this,  evening   on  returning   v.».-v~' 

aboard :  further-more^  the  squares  or  broader  Barbadocii; 
streets  are  crowded  with  negroes  ;  their  wrangles 
and  conversation  forcibly  struck  me,  as  analogous 
to  what  might  have  been  looked  for  from  the 
slaves  in  the  Forum  of  Rome.  Said  a  negro  boy 
about  twelve  yeaffe  of  age  to  a  young  mulatto : 
You  damn  my  soul  f  I  wish  you  were  older  and 
bigger^  I  would  make  you  change  some  blows  with 
me.'^^Upon  my  honour  !  said  an  old  negro.-^i— i"7/ 
bet  you  a  joe,  (Johannes)  answered  another,  who 
had  nothing  but  canvas  trowsers  on;  I  gave  him 
no  credit  for  possessing  a  six-and-ihirty  shilling 
piece,  but  I  gave  him  full  credit  for  a  language 
which  characterizes  a  presumption  of  self-import* 
ance.  Perhaps,  however,  liberty  of  speech  is 
more  freely  allovred,  where  licence  can  most 
promptly  be  suppressed.  The  liberti  of  the  Ro- 
man EmperorSi  as  we  find  in  Tacitus,  and  the 
jdomestick  slaves  of  the  Roman  people,  as  we  de- 
duce from  scenes  of  Plautus  and  Terence,  some-^ 
times  talked  a  language,  and  took  liberties,  with 
their  lords  and  masters^  which  in  free  servants  and 
citizens  would  not  have  been  allowed:  Liberty  of 
the  press  is  a  proof  of  political  freedom,  but  liberty 
of  tongue  is  rather  a  proof  of  individual  slavery* 
The  feast  of  the  Saturnalia  allowed  to  slaves  free- 
dom of  speech  for  the  day,  without  controuL  In 
my  estimate  of  humati  nsiture,  I  should  say  that 
such  freedom  could  riot  be  used  but  moderately 
indeed  ;  for  the  slave  knew,  that  if  he  abused  his 
power  on  the  Thursday,  the  master  might  abuse  his 

power 
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CHAP,  power  on  the  Friday,  His  best  security  was  on 
v^.-^,^,;^  those  daySj  when  every  word  might  be  forbidden, 
Birbadoes.  g^j^j  therefore  every  word  might  be  forgotten,  or 
forgiven.  In  qualification  of  all  inference  from 
my  first  view  of  negroes  I  s!ii>uld  observe,  that 
they  were  toivu  negroes,  many  of  them  probably 
free  negroes,  and  many,  or  most  of  them,  if  not 
all,  domestick  or  house  negroes.  One  small  coun- 
try cart,  drawn  by  twelve  oxen,  and  with  three 
carters,  gave  me  no  favourable  idea  of  the  owner's 
feeding  of  either  beasts,  or  men.  But  accounts 
of  distress,  and  objects  of  distress  in  the  streets^ 
are  exaggerations.  I  saw  as  little  of  either  as  in 
any  market  town  in  England. 

At  six  in  the  evenii^-  we  returned  on  board  ; 

Captain  and  Mrs.  W.  of  the  60th  regiment,  and 

their  little  girl,  joining  us  on  the  passage  to  St.  Vin- 

'    cent's,  for  which  island  we  immediately  bore  away. 

Barbadoes  is  an  island  rising  with  gentle  ascent 
to  the  interior  parts,  called  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
laud.  As  we  sailed  along  the  coast  from  East  to 
West,  it  appeared  wonderfully  inhabited  ;  dotted 
with  houses  as  thick  as  on  the  declivities  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  or  Bristol,  but  with  na 
woods,  and  with  very  few  trees,  even  on  the  summits 
of  the  hills  ; — two  or  three  straggling  cocoas  near 
each  dwelling-house  were  all  tlie  trees  to  be  seen. 


St. Vincent.  WEDNESDAY^  December  7,  at  day- break,  St, 
Vincent's  in  sight.  At  3  P.  M.  the  ship  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Nanton*s  Harbour,  off  Calliaqua. 
Mr.  H.  came  immediately  on  board,  and  in  half  an 
hour  we  went  on   shore  in  the  pinnace ;  horses 

were 
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were  ready  to  carry  iis  up  to  the  villa^  or  mansion-    chap. 
house  of  my  estate^,  distant  about  half  a  mile.    A  k^^^^t^ 
mimber   of  my   negroes  met  us  on  the  road,  and  s^'V»^^^°^- 
stopped  my  horse,  and  I  had  to  shake  hands  with 
every  individual  of  them.    Their  joy  was  express- 
ed  in  the  most  lively  manner,   and  there  was  an 
ease  and  familiarity  in  their  address,  which  im- 
plied no  habits  of  apprehension  or  restraint :  the 
circumstance   does  the    highest    honour    to  my 
brother-in-law,   Mr.  H.  who  has  the  nianagement 
of  them.     On  my  arriving  at  my  house,  I  had  a 
succession   of  visitors.       The    old   negro   nurse 
brought  the  grass  gang,  of  twenty  or  thirty  chil- 
dren, from  five  to  ten  years  old,  looking  as  well 
and  lively  as  possible.     The  old  people  came  one 
by  one  to  have  some  chat  with  JSJ^assa  (Master), 
and  among  the  rest  ''  Granny^  Sarah,"  who  is  a 
curiosity.    She  was  born  in  Africa,  and  had  a  child 
before  .  she  was  carried  from  thence  to  Antigua. 
Whilst  in  Antigua  she  remembers  perfectly  well 
the  rejoicing  on  the  Bacra's  (white  men's)  being 
lot  out  of  gaol,  who  had  killed  Governor  Park. 
Now  this  happened  on  the  death  of  Queen  Anne, 
in   1713-1  !   which  gives,  to  Christmas   1791-3, 

Years     78 

Add  two  years  in  Antigua,  for| 
passage,  &c.       "      ""        )      " 

Suppose  her  to  have  had  a  child  ^ 

at    fourteen,    and.    to  haveV     -     -     -     15 
.  been  sold  the  year  after         J 

The    least  '  probable    age    of^ 


']■-■ 


Granny  Sarah  is 
aijid  she  is  the  heartiest  old  woman  I  ever  saw. 

She 

*  Grandmother.     , 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^^^  TOUR  THROUGH  THE 

^^ni!"*  ^^^  danced  at  a  Negro-ball  last  Christmas ;  and 
y.,^-^  I  am  to  be  her  partner,  and  dance  with  her  next 
st^vincem.  Christmas.  She  has  a  garden,  or  provision- 
ground,  to  herself,  in  which,  with  a  great-grand-- 
child,  about  six  years  old,  she  works  some  hours 
every  day,  and  is  thereby  rich.  She  hath  been 
exempted  from  all  labour,  except  on  her  own  ac- 
count, fdr  many  years. 

The  villa  at  Calliaqua  is  an  excellent  house  for 
the  climate:  it  hath  ten  large  bed-chambers,  and 
it  accommodated  all  our  party  from  the  ship  with 
great  ease. 

Thursday^  December  8.  This  morning  I  rode 
over  the  estate,  which  seems  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing condition:  the  negroes  seem  under  a  most 
mild  discipline^  ^and  are  a  very  cheerful  people. 
This  day  again  I  had  repeated  visits  froni  my  black 
V  friends :  Granny  Sarah  was  with  nie  at  least  half  a 
dozen  times,  telling  me,  ''  Meseeyou^  Massa; 
now  me  go  die^ !"  (I  behold  you,  my  Master ; 
now  let  me  die  ! ) 

''  Friday,  December  9.  We  mounted  our 
horses  at  one  o'clock  to  ride  to  Kingston,  where 
a  negro  boy  had  carried  our  clothes  to  dress :  the 

distance 

*  This  is  a  stroke  of  natute.  The  sight  of  hef  master  was  -a 
blessing  to  old  Sarah  beyond  all  e^cpectation  5  and  not  having 
any  thing  flirther  to  hope  for  in  life,  she  desires  to  be  released 
from  the  burthen  of  existence.  A  similar  circumstance  oc- 
curred to  myself  in  Jamaica  ;  but  human  nature  is  the  same  in 
all  countries  and  ages. — *'  And  Joseph  made  ready  his  chariot, 
"  and  went  up  to  meet  Israel  his  father,  to  Goshen  •  aQd  pre- 
"  sen  ted  himself  unto  him  i  and  he  fell  on  his  neck,  and  wept 
''  on  his  neck  a  good  while. — ^And  Israel  said  unto  Joseph,  Now 
'*  let  me  die^  since  I  have  seen  thy  face,'  &C4.  Genesis,  chap.  46# 
VV29,  SO. 
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distance  is  iabout  three  miles  of  very  hilly  road.    I    chap. 
particularly  noticed  every  negro  whom  I  met  or  ^^^-^v-i*^ 
overtook  on  the  road  :  of  these  I  counted  eleven,  st-riacept. 
who   were  dressed   as  field   negroes,  with   only 
trowserson ;  and  adverting  to  the  evidence  on  the 
Slave  Trade,  I  particularly  remarked  that  not  one 
of  the  eleven  had  a  single  mark  or  scar  of  the 
whip.     We  met  or  overtook  a  great  many  other 
negroes,  but  they  were  dressed.     Passing  through 
Mr.  Greatheed's  large  estate,  I  observed  in  the 
gang  one  well-looking  negro  woman,  who  had  two 
or  three  wheals  on  her  shoulders,  which  seemed 
the  eflPect  of  an  old  punishment.* 

A  FREE  mulatto  woman,  named  Burton,  came 
this  day  to  complain  before  Mr.  H.  of  her  negro 
slave,  a  lad  of  about  seventeen.  The  boy  was 
confronted,  and  seemed  in  truth  a  bad  subject, 
having  absented  himself  the  three  last  days.  The 
only  threat  the  woman  used  to  her  slave,  was  that 
she  would  sell  him.  Mr.  H.  advised  her  to  do  it ; 
and  it  ended  in  ordering  the  boy  to  look  out  him- 
self for  a  master,  who  would  purchase  him. 

Kingston  is  a  small  and  scattered,  but  very 
neat  and  well-built  town.  We  dressed  ourselves 
there,  and  proceeded  at  three  to  the  government 
house,  about  a  mile  up  the  country.     It  is  a  good 

*  In  the  West  Indies  the  punishment  of  whipping  is  com- 
monly inflicted,  not  on  the  backs  of  the  negroes,  (as  practised  in 
the  discipline  of  the  British  soldiers)  but  more  humanely,  and 
with  much  less  danger,  on  partes  posteriores.  It  is  therefore  no 
proof  that  the  negroes  whom  Sir  William  Young  inspected  had 
escaped  flagellation,  because  their  shoulders  bore^no  impression 
of  the  whip.  This  acknowledge  :nt  I  owe  to  truth  and  can- 
dour. 

house. 
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^xul'    ^^"^^^  hired  from  the  Alexander  estate.     The  go- 
^^^y^  vernor  gave  me  a  most  polite  reception.     Riding 
^^^^'  home^,  I  had  the  company  and  conversation  of  Mr. 
L.  speaker  of  the  assembly,  who  told  me  that  a 
new  slave  act  was  prepared,  and  under  considera- 
tion of  the   legislature,   which  he  himself  had 
drawn  up ;  and,  above  all,  had  studied  to  frame 
stich  clauses  and  provisions  as  might  ensure  the 
'  execution  and  full  effect  of  the  law  in  favour  of 

the  negroes. — Mus  verrons. — We  had  likewise 
some  talk  on  the  subject  of  buiWing  a  church  at 
Kingston  :  he  said,  if  moved  in  the  assembly,  he 
had  not  a  doubt  of  unanimity.  I  promised,  in 
acddition  to  my  quota  of  tax  for  such  purpose,  to 
subscribe  ^.200  towards  ornamental  architecture 
or  additional  expence,  which  the  conservators  of 
the  public  purse  might  not  think  themselves  war- 
ranted to  admit  in  their  plan  and  estimate;  he 
promised  to  set  the  business  on  foot. 

Saturday,  December  10. — This  day  (as  usual) 
a  half-holiday  from  twelve  o'clock  for  the  negroes. 
Friday,  December  16. — Three  Guinea  ships 
being  in  the  harbour,  full  of  slaves  from  Africa,  I 
testified  a  wish  to  visit  the  ships  previous  to  the 
sale.  I  would  have  visited  them  privately  and 
unexpectedly,  but  it  was  not  practicable.  Every 
thing  was  prepared  for  our  visit,  as  the  least  ob- 
serving eye  might  have  discovered :  in  particular 
J  was  disgusted  with  a  general  jumping  or  dan- 
cing of  the  negroes  on  the  deck,  which  some,  and 
perhaps  many  of  them,  did  voluntarily,  but  some 
'  under  force  or  controul ;  for  I  saw  a  sailor,  more 
than  once,  catch  those  rudely  by  the  arm  wjio  had 

ceased 
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ceased  dancinj^,  and  by  gesture  menace  them  to    chap. 
repeat  their  niotion^  to  clap  their  hands^  and  shout  ^.^^-^-O 
their  song  of  Yah  !    Yah  !  which  I  understood  to  st.Vmccnt 
liiean  ''  Friends." — ^Independent  of  this,  and  when 
I  insisted  on  the  dance  being  stopped,  I  must  say 
that  the  people,  with  exception  to  one  single  wo- 
man ( perhaps  ill )  seemed  under  no  apprehensions, 
and  were  cheerful  for  the  most  part,  and  all  anxi- 
ous to  go  ashore,  being  fully  apprised  of  what 
would  be  their  situation  and  employment,  when 
landed,  by  some  of  their  countrymen,  who  were 
permitted  to  visit  them  from  the  plantations  for 
that  purpose.  ^ 

Never  ^ere  there  ships  or  cargoes  better  suited 
for  the  ground  of  general  observation;  for  the 
ships  came  from  distant  districts,  and  with  people 
of  different  nations  on  board :  the  Pilgrim  of 
Bristol,  with  370  Eboes  from  Bonny.  The  Eolus 
of  Liverpool,  w  ith  300  Windward  negroes  ffom 
Bassa.  The  Anne  of  Liverpool,  with  210  Gold 
Coast  negroes  from  Whydah. 

The  Pilgrim  (Taylor,  commander)  was  in  the 
best  possible  order ;  she  was  six  feet  in  height  be- 
tween decks,  without  shelves  or  double  tier  in  the 
mien's  apartments,  and  as  clean  as  a  Dutch  cabipet. 
Wq  visited  every  part  of  the  ship  ;  in  the  hospital 
there  was  not  one  sick,  and  the  slaves  mustered  on 
the  deck,  were  to  all  appearance,  and  uniformly, 
not  only  with  clean  skins,  but  with  their  eyes 
bright,  and  every  mark  of  health.  This  Captain 
Taylor  must  be  among  the  best  sort  of  men  in 
such  an  employment;  having  in  three  voyages, 
and  with  full  cargoes,  lost  on  the  whole  but  eight 

slaves^ 
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CHAPi  skyesy  and  not  one  seaman.  In  general,  I  should 
^— v-^  give  a  favourable  account  too  of  the  Eolus,  but 
^^^^^^'- the  Pilgrim  had  not  a  scent  that  would  oflbnd^ 
and  was  indeed  sweeter  than  I  should  heve  sup- 
posed possiblci  in  a  crowd  of  any  people  of  the 
8ame  number,  in  any  climate;  One  circumstance 
in  all  the  three  was  particularly  striking,  in  rela-' 
tion  to  the  evidence  on  the  Slave  Trade :  A  full 
half  of  either  cargo  consisted  of  children  (and  ge-^ 
nerally  as  fine  children  as  I  ever  saw )  from  six  to 
fourteen  years  of  age ;  and^  on  enquiry,  I  found 
but  very  few  indeed  of  these  were  connected  with 
the  grown  people  on  board.  I  could  not  but  sup- 
pose, th«n,  that  these  little  folks  were  stolen  from 
their  parents,  and  perhaps  (in  some  instances)  sold 
.  by  their  parents.*  I. again  remark,  that  these 
slaves  were  from  Bonny  and  from  Bassa; 

The  Anne  was  from  the  Gold'Coast>  at  small 
i?essel,  scarcely  clean>  disagreeably  offensive  in 
smelly  with  only  three  feet  six  inches  between  the 
main  .decks,  yet  apparently  with  no  sick  on  board* 
These  Gold  Coast  negroes  were  in  themselves  a 

*  Nothing  is  more  common  in  all  parts  of  Africa,  than  the 
circumstance  of  parents  of  free  condition  selling  their  children 
in  times  of  scarcity,  which  frequently  happen,  for  a  supply  of 
food.  Mr.  Park  has  recorded  many  instances  of  it  among  the 
Mandingoes,  (vide  his  Travels,  p.  248,  and  again,  p.  295.) 
*'  Perhaps  by  a  philosophick  and  reflecting  mind  (obseiTCs  Mr. 
Park)  death  itself  would  scarcely  be  considered  as  a  greater  ca-» 
lamity  than  slavery :  but  the  poor  negro,  when  fainting  with 
hunger,  exclaims,  like  Esau  of  old,  Behold  I  am  at  the  point  to  ' 
die,  and  what  profit  shall  this  birthright  do  to  me  1  These  are 
dreadful  evils  \  ordained,  without  doubt,  for  Wise  and  good  pur-- 
poses,  but,  concerning  the  causes  of  them^  human  wisdom  is 
doomed  to  silence." 

worse 
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worse  looking  people,  but  they  bore  too  a  sickly    chap. 
complexion  and  heaviness  of  mien  and  mind  which  {^^^^^ 
the  others  did  not ;  and  it  was  remarkable  in  the  ^^vinccat. 
contrast  of  the  cargoes,  that  among  the  last  there 
was  not  even  a  common  proportion  of  children  or 
young  people  :  I  should  suppose  not  above  20  in 
the  210. 

Mr.  B.  of  the  Custom  House,  told  me  that  at 
St.  Vincent's  more  certificates  for  bounties  were 
given  than  at  all  the  other  islands,  and  that  the 
reason  was,  because  it  was  situated  next  to  Bar- 
badoes,  the  most  windward  of  the  islands,  and  the 
Guinea  Ships  arriving  thus  far  in  health,  the  mas- 
ters, to  avail  themselves  of  the  parliamentary 
bounty,  took  up  their  certificates  before  proceed- 
ing on  to  Jamaica  or  elsewhere,  inasmuch  as  every 
day,  at  the  close  pf  a  long  voyage,  might  be  mark-- 
ed  by  disease  or  death,  and  thus  eventually  pre- 
clude them  from  the  benefit  of  the  law.  This 
should  be  rectified. 

Mr.  B.  allowed,  in  conversation  with  me,  that 
the  regulations  of  tonnage  proportioned  to  num- 
bers, on  which  such  outcry  had  been  raised,  hai 
ultimately  proved  advantageous  to  the  trader,  as 
well  as  to  the  poor  slave.  The  preservation  of  the 
slaves  had  well  and  fully  repaid  for  the  diminu- 
tion in  freight, 

Saturday,  December  17.  At  ten  this  morning 
all  my  negroes  were  mustered  at  the  works,  and 
had  ten  barrels  of  herrings  distributed  among 
them :  afterwards,  such  of  the  women  as  had  reared 
children,  came  to  the  villa,  and  each  received,  as  a 
present,  five  yards  of  fine  cotton,  at  2s,  6d,  per 
yard^  of  the  gayest  pattern,  to  make  a  petticoat, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


254  TOUR  THROUGH  THE 

CTiAP.        SuxD4Y,  18.     Mr.  H,  read  prayers  to  a  congre- 
<^,^v-i*^  gation  of  my  negroes.  , 

st.Vm«Dt.  Tuesday,  20.  Went  to  Kingston  to  attend  the 
sale  of  the  Eboe,  Windward,  and  Gold  Coast 
slaves,  in  all  880.  The  slaves  were  seated  on  the 
floor  in  two  large  galleries,  divided  into  lots  often 
each.  Those  purchasers  who,  by  previous  ap- 
plication, had  gained  a  title  of  pre-emption,  (for 
there  was  a  demand  for  three  times  the  number  im- 
ported) drew  for  the  lots  in  succession,  until  each 
had  his  number  agreed  for.  In  lotting  the  slaves, 
some  broken  numbers  occurred,  and  a  little  lot  of 
four  (tv/o  girls  and  two  boys)  of  about  twelve 
years  old,  were  purchased  for  me.  The  slaves  did 
not  seem  under  any  apprehension,  nor  did  they  ex- 
press any  uneasiness,  with  exception  to  the  Gold 
Coast  negroes,  who  gave  ra^ny  a  look  of  sullen 
displeasure.     Returning  home  in  the  evening,  I 

found  my  four  little  folks  in  old  Mrs.  H 's 

room,  where  they  eat  a  hearty  supper,  had  some 
of  their  country  folks  got  round  them,  and  went 
to  sleep  as  much  at  their  ease  as  if  born  in  the 
country.  These  children  were  unconnected  with 
any  on  board  the  ship.  The  girls  were  remark- 
ably straight,  and  with  finer  features  than  negi'oes 
ordinarily  have.  They  had  each  a  bead  necklace, 
and  small  cotton  petticoat  of  their  country  make^ 
and  must  I  think  have  been  kidnapped  or  stolen 
from  their  parents.  I  cannot  think  that  any  pa- 
rents would  have  sold  such  children. 

Friday,  23.    This  morning  I  passed  an  hour  or 

more,  observing  the  process  of  sugar-making  in 

the  boiling  house.     Of  the  best  cane-juice,  a  gal- 

l  ^lon 
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Ion  of  liquor  gives  one  lb.  of  sugar ;  of  the  mid-  cmap. 
dling-rich,  20  gallons  give  16  lbs. ;  of  the  watery  u^-y^ 
canes,  24  galldns  give  16  lbs.  st.  Vmc«at. 

This  afternoon  Anselm,  chief  of  the  Charaibes 
in  the  quarter  of  Morne-Young,  and  Brunau, 
chief  of  Grand  Sable,  at  the  head  of  about  twenty, 
tame  into  the  parlour  after  dinner,  and  laid  a  don 
d'amitie  at  my  feet  of  Charaibe  baskets,  and  of  ^ 
fowls  and  pine  apples.  We  treated  them  with 
Tioine,  and  afterwards  about  a  dozep^  of  their  ladies 
were  introduced,  who  preferred  ru7n,  I  had  much 
courteaus  conversation  with  Anselm,  accepted  u 
basket,  and  a  couple  of  pines,  and  bought  some 
baskets  of  the  other  Charaibes.  They  were  allin- 
vited  to  sleep  on  the  estate,  and  a  keg  of  rum  wag 
ordered  in  return  for  Ansclm's  present,  and  for 
Bronau's,  &c. 

IjA  Lime,  one  of  the  chiefs  who  had  signed  the 
treaty  in  1773,  and  a  dozen  others,  had  before  vi- 
sited me  at  different  times,  but  this  was  a  formal 
addiiess  of  ceremony,  and  all  in  their  best  attire, 
that  is,  the  men,  and  perhaps  the  women  too,  for 
though  they  had  no  clothes,  saving  a  petticcmt  re- 
sembling two  children's  pocket  handkerchiefs  sew- 
ed  at  the  corners,  and  hanging  one  before  and  one 
behind,  yet  they  had  their  faces  painted  red,  pins 
through  their  under  lips,  and  bracelets ;  and  about 
their  ancles  strings  of  leather  and  beads. 

December  23.  About  ten  in  the  forenoon  the 
negroes  of  my  estate,  both  men  and  women,  ex- 
:f  eedingly  well  dressed,  came  to  wish  us  a  merry 
Christmas  :  soon  after  came  two  negro  fidlers  and 
a  tamboriue,  when  we  had  an  hour's  uancing,  and 

carpenter 
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CHAV.   carpenter  Jack^  with  Phillis,  danced  an  excellent 

v^^^^   minuet^  and  then  four  of  them  began  a  dance  not 

«t.VuiceBt.  unlike  a  Scotch  reel.     After  distributing  among 

them  different  Christmas  boxes,  to  the  number  of 

about  fifty,  we  attended  prayers  in  a  large  room ; 

myself  read  select  parts  of  the  service,  and  Mr. 

H closed  our  church  attendance  with  a  cha^ 

ter  from  our  Saviour's  sermon  on  the  mount,  and 
a  dialogue  of  practical  Christianity  on  the  head$ 
of  resignation  towards  God,  and  peace  towards 
men.  This  day,  and  almost  every  day,  I  had 
many  Charaibe  visitors  tendering  presents.  I  laid 
down  a  rule  to  receive  no  presents  but  from  the 
chiefs,  for  the  person  presenting  expects  double 
the  value  in  return,  and  the  Charaibes  are  too  ny- 
merous  for  a  general  dealing  on  such  terms,  either 
with  views  to  privacy  or  economy.  I  should  not 
omit  that  yesterday  morning  the  chiefs,  Anselni 
and  Brunau,  who  had  visited  me  the  evening  be- 
fore, came  to  see  me,  and  politely  having  observed 
that  they  would  not  intermipgle,  in  their  first  visit 
of  congratulation;,  on  my  coming  to  St.  Vincent^ 
any  matter  of  another  nature,  proceeded  to  de-^ 
mand  quelles  nouvelles  de  l(i  i^ratice,  *and  then  quelles 
nouveUes  de  VAngleterre  ;  and  thus  proceeded  gra- 
dually to  open  the  tendency  of  the  question,  as 
relating  to  the  designs  of  government  touching 
themselves.  It  seems  that  some  persons  of  this 
colony,  travelling  into  their  country,  and  looking 
over  the  delightful  plains  of  Grand  Sable  from 
Morne  Young,  had  exclaimed,  '^  what  a  pity  this 
country  yet  belongs  to  the  savage  Charaibes !"  and 
\\iV^  kind  of  lapgu?ige  repeated  among  them,  had 

^wakenecl 
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HWakened  jealousies  and  apprehensions/and  sctoe    CHi^. 
French  discontented  fugitives  from  Martinico  and  ^-^-v-^ 
elsewhere  had  (as  had  been  heard  from  the  Cha-^''^^""'''* 
raibes  at  Kingston)  given  a  rumour  that  I  was 
come  but  with  some  project  for  dispossessing  them 
by  the  English  government.     To  remove  these 
jealousi^is,  I  told  them,  '  That  private  a  man  as  I 
t«^as,  aftd  come  merely  to  look  at  my  estate,  and 
^eiiie;  my  private  affairs,  I  would  venture,  on  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  minister,  and  character  of 
our  common  king,  and  unalterable  principles  of 
our  governftient,  to  assure  them,  that  whilst  they 
continued  their  allegiance,  and  adhered  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  1773,  no  one  dare  touch  their  lands^ 
and  that  Grand  Sable  was  as  safe  to  them  as  was 
Calliaquft  to  me :  it  was  treason  to  suppose  that 
the  king  would  not  keep  his  word,  according  to 
the  conditions  of  that  treaty;  and  if  any  subjects 
ventured  to  trespass  on  them,  they  would>  on  pro- 
per representations,  be  punished.     For  myself,  I 
assumed  a  mien  of  anger,  that  they  should  forget 
their  national  principle  in  exception  of  me.     If 
friendships  and  enmities  descended  from  father  to 
son,  they  mtiust  know  me  for  their  steadiest  friend, 
and  incapable  of  any  injustice  towards  them.' 
Th^y  seemed  very  much  pleased  with  this  sort  of 
langaage,  and  assured  me  of  their  strongest  re* 
gard  and  confidence,  and  would  hear  no  more 
lies  or  tales  to  the  prejudice  of  myself,  or  of  the 
designs  of  government.    They  invited  me  to  come 
and  taste  their  hospitality,  and  I  promised  to  d6 
so,  and  we  parte^as  I  could  wish-^the  bestiViendy 
in  the  world. 

\     Vol.  III.  ^  PECKMBEft 
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^^^'  December  26,  This  was  a  day  ^f  Christmas 
\^^y^  gambols.  In  the  morning  we  rode  out^  and  in  the 
town  of  Calliaqua  saw  many  negroes  attendmg 
high  mass  at  the  popish  ehapel.  The  town  was 
like  a  very  gay  fair>  with  booths^  furnished  with 
every  thing  good  to  eat  and  fine  to  wear.  The 
negroes  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  were  all 
dressed  in  pattern  cottons  and  muslins^  and  the 
young  girls  with  petticoat  on  petticoat;  and  all 
had  handkerchiefs^  put  on  with  fancy  and  taste^ 
about  their  heads.  Returning  to  the  villa^  we 
were  greeted  by  a  party  which  frightened  the  boys. 
It  was  the  Moco  Jumbo  and  his  suite.^  The 
Juihbo  was  on  stilts>  with  a  head^  mounted  on  the 
actor's  head^  which  was  concealed:  the  music 
was  from  two  baskets^  like  strawberry  baskets^ 
with  little  bells  within,  shook  in  time.  The 
swordsman  danced  with  an  air  of  menace^  tibe 
musician  was  comical^  and  Jumbo  assumed  the 
'"^  antic  terrible/'  and  was  very  active  on  his  styts. 
We  had  a  large  company  to  dinner;  and  in  the 
evening  I-opened  the  ball  in  the  great  court^  with 
a  minuet^  with  black  Phillis,  Granny  Sarah  being  ^ 
indisposed :  our  music  consisted  of  two  excellent 
fiddles^  Johnny  and  Fisher,  from  my  Pembroke 
estate^  and  Grandison,  tamborin  of  the  vUla : 
there  stood  up  about  eighteen  couple;  the  men 
negroes  were  dressed  in  the  highest  beauism^  with 
muslin  frills>  high  capes^  and  white  ksis ;  and  one 
beau  had  a  large  fan.  The  negro  girls  were  all 
dressed  gay  and  fine^  with  handkerchiefs  folded 

•*  Without  doubt  the  Mumho  Jumbo  of  the  Mandengoes.— 
Vide  Park's  Travels,  c.  3,  p.  39. 
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tastefully  about  their  heads^  and  gold  eaf-ringg  chap. 
and  necklaces :  the  girls  were  nearly  all  field  ne-  \^-v-^ 
groes ;  there  are  but  four  female  slaves  as  domes-  st-vinctn^ 
ticks  in  the  villa.  Iri  England^  do  idea  of  ^' jolly 
Christmas"  can  be  imi^ined,  in  comparison  with 
the  three  days  of  Christmas  in  St^  Vincent's.  la 
every  place  is  seen  a  gaiety  of  colours  and  dress> 
and  a  corresponding  gaiety  of  mind  and  spirits ; 
fun  and  finery  are  general.  This  moment  a  new 
party  of  musicians  are-  arrived  with  an  African 
JBalqfOs  an  instrument  composed  of  pieces  of  hard 
wood  of  diflerent  diameters^  laid  on  a  row  ov^ 
a  sort  of  box  :  they  beat  on  one  or  the  other  so 
as  to  strike  out  a  good  musical  tune.  They  play- 
ed two  or  three  African  tunes;  and  about  a 
dozen  girls>  hearing  the  sounds  came  from  the 
huts  to  the  great  courts  and  began  a  curious  and 
most  lascivious  dance^  with  much  grace  as  well  as 
action  ;  of  the  last  plenty  ii;i  truth. 

Sunday^  January  I,  1793.  Rode  over  to  my  i^, 
Pembroke  estate  in  the;  valley  of  Buccament> 
about  six  miles  distant^  to  the  leeward  of  King^ 
ston.  The  road  is  over  the  most  rugged  and 
towering  hills^  with  occasional  precipices  of  rock 
of  a  reddish  dark  hue>  and  for  the  rest  covered 
with  bushes  and  some  fine  tress.  In  the  vales^  be«^ 
tween  the  ridgesj  and  on  every  practicable  ascent^ 
are  cultivated  grounds^  and  the  whole  is  a  mix-* 
ture  of  the  rich  and  the  romantick.  The  road 
winds  much^  to  avoid  the  deep  ravines  and  gullies. 
The  flight  of  a  bird  cannot  be  more  than  three 
miles  from  fiiffg^n  td  BUficatneiii    Weentered 

#  t^  tlie 
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^^^- .  the  valley  of  Buccament  by  a  ravine,  called  Keil- 

>^-i«-/-^^  lan's  land/  belonging  to  me. 

^Vjfictnt.  r^^^  ^^  ^f  Buccament  brings  to  mind  the 
happy  and  secluded  valley  of  Rasselas,  prince  of 
Abyssinia.  The  valley,  containing  about  3,000 
acres,  is  hemmed  on  each  side  by  towering  hills, 
whose ,  steep  ascents  have  in  parts  peeled  off  or 
split  in  the  storm,  and  now  are  left  precipices  of 
bare  rock,  appearing  between  streaks  of  the  highest 
verdure,  firom  which  occasionally  shoots  the  moun- 
tain cabbage-tree*  In  the  centre  of  the  valley 
stands  an  insulated  mountain,  whose  height, 
through  an  interstice  in  the  rugged  boundary  of 
the  vale,'  looks  down  on  the  garrison  of  Berkshire- 
hill,  ar^  Berkshire-hill  is  637  feet  above  the  sea» 
The  hills  or  rocks  that  shut  in  the  valley,  again 
command  the  hill  in  the  centre.  Down  the  vale 
,  ^ns-a  fine- jtnd  rapid  river,  abounding  with  the 
finest  mullet  and  other  fish ;  its  bed  is  obstructed 
*  :  ^ith  Tragments  of  rocks  from  the  skirting  moun- 
tains! Its  murmurs  fill  the  vale.  It  winds  round 
the  C€?ntre  hiil,  and  then  pours  straight  into  the 
sea.  The  valley,  as  it  coasts  the  sea,  is  about  one 
ttiile  over.  It  stretches  inland  about  five  miles ; 
its  greatest  breadth,  half-way  from  the  sea,  is  two 
miles.  From  the  mount,  in  the  centre,  it  forms  a 
most  luxuriant  picture  of  cultivation,  contrasted 
with  romantic  views,^  and  seems  Avholly  secluded 
from  all  the"  World.  My  Pembroke  estate  takes, 
in  the  bill  in  the  centre,  and  thence  runs  along  the 

*  Called  aisp  tile  Palnieto- Royal,     See  it  described  at  large^j. 
yol.  i.  p.  20. 

*    '  '  river- 
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river-side,  comprehending  all  the  valley  on  on6   cMav^. 
side,  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  sea.  v-^s-^^ 

.  A  NEGRO  gave  signal  of  my  approach  to  the  stvineente. 
bouse,  and  all  the  negroes  cume  forth  to  greet  me, 
and  with  a  welcome  ai  warm  as  that  at  Calliaqua. 
They  caught  hold  of  my  bridle,  my  feet,  and  my 
coat ;  every  one  anxious  for  a  share  in  leading  me 
up  to  the  house ;  and'  indeed  they  attempted  to 
take  me  off  my  horse  and  carry  me,  but  I  begged 
them  to  desist. 

Friday,  January  6.  I  visited  Berkshire-hill, 
and  went  over  the  fortifications.  The  hill  itself 
is  a  rock,  and,  from  its  precipices,  is  scarcely  as- 
sailable ;  where  it  is  so,  parts  have  been  cut  away, 
and,  take  art  and  nature  together,  the  place  may 
be  deemed  impregnable.  The  point  abo.ve  hath 
been  flatted  ofl^  so  as  to  admit  room  on  iJs  surface 
for  most  commodious  barracks  for  a  complete  re- 
giment, stores,  reservoirs,  &c.  all  bomb-proof.  In 
iny  different'  excursions,  I  continued  to  inspect 
the  persons  of  the  negroes,  and  I  can  assert,  that 
not  one  in  fifty  of  those  I  have  seen  ha^r  b|ien 
marked  with  the  whip,  with  exception  to  tlie  gang 
employed  at  the  public  works  on  Bevkshire-hiiJ* 
This  gang  may  be  supposed  to  consist  for  ^he-mos^ 
part  of  reprobate  and  bad  ne'groes,  \vho  have  bfe^ 
sold  from  estates  for  riddance  of  their  practice^, 
and  examples.  They  chiefly  belong,  as  ^n  eptirf 
gang,  to  the  overseer  of  the  works,  who  may  be 
supposed  to  pick  them  up  cheap,  being  bad  cba^ 
racters,  though  competent  to  their  business,  undet 
the  contrpul  of  the  military.  The  inhabitants^ 
not  willing  to  send  their  able  men  to  the  pub- 
....  '     lick 
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OT^?  lick  works,  for  fear  of  evil  communication^  com* 
^-^y-^^mute  their  quota  of  labourersj  by  pajiog  the 
S^fVip^ent.  overseer  a  certain  sum  to  find  others  in  their  room. 
Friday,  January  13,  1792.  The  Charaibe 
chief  of  all,  Chatoyerj  with  his  brother  efu  VaUee, 
^  and  six  of  their  sons,  came  to  pay  me  a  visit,,  and 
brought  their  presents ;  a  stool  of  Charaibe  work- 
manship, and  a  very  large  cock  turkey  of  the 
wild  breed,  which  with  a  hen  I  mean  for  Eng- 
land. Chatoyer  and  du  Vallee  were  well  dressed ; 
as  a  mark  of  respect^  they  came  without  arms. 
We  had  much  conversation  with  them,  and  I 
gave  in  return  a  silver^ipounted  hanger  to  Cha*- 
toyer,  and  a  powder-horn  to  du  Vallee.  The 
latter  is  possessed  of  nine  negro  slaves,  and  has  a 
cotton  plantatiot^.  He  is  the  most  enlightened  of 
the  Charaibes,  and  may  be  termed  the.  founder  of 
civilization  among  them.  Chatoyer  and  his  sons 
dined  at  the  villa,  and  drank  each  a  bottle  of  claret. 
In  the  evening  they  departed  in  high  glee,  with 
many  expressions  of  friendship. 

January  17.  I  visited  the  king's  botanic  gar- 
den ;  Dr.  Anderson  went  round  the  garden  with 
me.  It  consists  of  about  thirty  acres,  of  which 
fixteen  are  in  high  garden  cultivation.  The  va- 
riety, beauty,  growth,  and  health  of  the  plants, 
lirom  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  is  most  striking. 
'  It  is  a  scene  for  a  painter  as  well  as  a  botanist. 

The  quickness  of  vegetation  is  astonishing^ :  soma 
English  oak  of  three  years  growth  are  above  seven 
feet  high.  The  Indian  teak  wood,  ftiU  eighteen 
feet  high,  and  six  inches  diameter,  of  only  four 
years  growth.    This  being  a  remar^ble  bard  and 
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durable  wood,  leads  me  to  note  the  general  re-   chap. 
mark  of  Dr.  Anderson,   ''  that  in  this  country. 


where  vegetation  never  stops  or  is  checked,  s^vincfnt. 
^  the  hardest  woods  are  of  growth  as  quick  as 
''  the  most  pulpous  or  soft  texture."  Dr.  Ander-- 
son  is  multiplying  to  a  great  extent  all  the  useful 
trees;  the  Chinese  tallow  tree,  the  gum  arabic, 
the  Peruvian  bark,  the  balsam  of  Capivi,  the  cin- 
namon, &c.  &c.  N.  B.  I  name  Uiem  from  their 
produce. 

January  23.     Never  passing  a  slave  without 
observing  his  back,  either  in  the  field  or  in  the 
road,  or  wenches  washing  in  the  rivers,  I  have 
seen  not  one  back  marked,  besides  that  of  the  wo- 
man observed  before  on  Mr.  Greathead's  estate  (in 
whom  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the  cause)  and  one 
new  negro  unsold  at  Kingston,  who  found  means 
to  explain  to  me  that  he  was  fumfumm'd  ( flogged) 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  ship ;  and  he  seemed  to 
have  had  two  or  three  strokes  with  a  cat.     I  note 
it  in  the  language  of  one  accustomed  to  attend 
military  punishments.— At  my  estate,  and  I  be- 
lieve on  most  others,  confinement  is  the  usual  pu-   ' 
nishment.      Three  have  been  punished  at  Cal* 
liaqua  since  my  arrival ;  Sampson  has  received 
ten  lashes,  and  two  men  were  put  into  the  stocks, 
of  whom  Indian  Will  was  one,  for  getting  drunk 
and  cutting  a  negro  lad's  head  open  in  bis  passion ; 
he  was  released  the  next  morning.     The  other 
was  a  watchman  at  the  mill,  from  which  the  sails 
had  been  stolen ;  he  was  confined  for  two  nights 
in  terrorem,  and  then,  no  discovery  being  made  of 
the  theft,  he  was  released. 

January 
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CHA9.       January  26.     Sailed  from  Nanton's  baxboMT.  in 

XIII  «•     .  ..... 

^..^-,^;.^  thi^  iViaria  schooner  of  2^  tons,  took  ouf  ilejp^-* 

8fYinwcm.tuie  at  ten  in  the  forjenooo,  coasted  to  leeward>' 
a-ud  came  off  St.  Lucis^  in  the  evening. 

Friday,  27.  Off  Oooiinica  in  the  mQrauBig^>' 
becalmed.  In  the  evening  ^  breeze  sprung  up ; 
and, 

Saturday,  28,  Came  at  cUy«break  off  Basse* 
terre^  in  Guadaloupe;  hailed  a  hshiug  boat,  and 
bought  some  fish;  the  people  said  all  waij  quiet; 
totU  va  bien  a  la  Guadaloupe, . 

Saw  a  very  large  spermaceti  whale  spouting  and 
playing  close  a-head  in  the  channel  between  Gua* 
daloupe  and  Antigua.      Came  to  an  anchor  at 
Antigua,  5  P.  M.  in  Old  Road  bay,  Antigua.     Walking  up 
^^^^'     an  excellent  level  coach  road  half  a  mile,  to  the 
old- road  plantation  house.    A  mulatto  boy  getting 
before,  gave  notice  of  JVIassa  being  on  the  way. 
'    'Every  boe  was  now  thrown  down,  and  a  general 
buzza  followed  ;  and  my  good  Creoles,  man,  wo- 
man, and  child,  ran  to  meet  me  with  suchecstacy 
of  welcome,  embracing  my  knees,  catching  my 
bands,  clothes,  &c.  &c.  that  I  thought  J  should 
never  have  reached  the  house,     At  length,  in  joy- 
ous propession,  with  handkerchiefs  for  flags,  I 
was  conveyed  to  the  old  mansion  of  my  ancestors, 
and  gave  my  good  people  a  treat  of  rum^  and  all 
was  dance  and  song, 

Sunday,  29,  £::quiriDg  into  the  condition  of 
the  estate  and  situation  of  the  negroes,  I  found 
the  latter  generally  dissatisfied  with  their  manager, 
Mr.  R  '  ■  ■  .  Their  complaints  were  directe4 
phiefiy  to  hi^  curtailing  the  allowaupe  of  the  ol4 

people, 
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people,  and  siich  others  as  wqre  incapably  of  la-    ci^ap- 
i^our  ;  iaad  his  frequency  and  severity  of,  punish-   v3|^ 
m^^ts.     The  first  complaint  I  removed  instantly,  ^^^ki?K 
by  ordering  the  full  allowance    of'  indu^trioua 
youth  to  meritoirious  age.     For  the  spcojid,  (PjB^ 
examining  into  the  grounds  of  allegation/  andl 
finding  them  just)  I  imniedia]tely  ^Ij^charged  Mr, 

R,   and  appointed  Mr.  H ,  who  bad  been  \cvi^ 

jsej^rs  on  the  estate,  and  much  liked  by  the  ne- 
groes, to  be  their  manager.  Th^ir  satisfaction  ojif 
both  ais^counts  seemed  complete  and  general. 

Monday,  30.  Weat  to  St.  John's,  a  large,  and 
in  many  parts  a  well-built  town,  and  the  churfh^ 
an  eij^cellent  building;,  as  is  likewise  th^  tpwn  or. 
court  house ;  hut  the  town  itself  has  the  appe^- 
ance  of  ruined  trade  and  deserted  habitapcy.  Thc^ 
country  for  twelve  miles,  from  ttte  old  ro^d  plan- 
tation to  St.  John's,  is  open,  with  very  few  tree* 
or  even  shrubs,  but  bpautiful  in  its  swells  gf 
ground,  scarcely  to  b^  called  hills,  spotted  wittfc 
buildings^  and  varied  with  inlets  of  the  sea  ppep-j 
ipg  in  different  points  of  view  ;  high  but  infrucr 
tuous  cultivation  cover  every  acre.  The  roaij^ 
excellent,  and  every  thing  speaking  the  civiliza- 
tion, art,  and  toil  of  man  ;  but  nature  answers  not. 
Under  the  drought  all  fails :  heM^  with  little  or 
no  moistur(3,  generates  nothing.  Partial  rains 
have  this  3e^r^  a?  often  before,  given  hopes  to  thp, 
planter  for  his  canes,  and  to  the  negro  for  his  pro- 
visions ;  but  the  season  has  again  failed,  and  their 
hopes  ar«  blasted.  The  whole  is  a  picture  of  dis- 
9^pqintni^Ut,  in  lander  beast,  and  man.  The  negro 
kpvpes  ^f  9  excellent,  an(l  many  of  th^m  of  stone ; 

but 
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CHAP,  but  no  in-doors  can  nve  the  face  of  comfort  and 
^.^^.y^  contentment^  if  all  is  wanting  beyond  the  thresh- 
^^ff^  old.  TTie  negroes  having  little  or  no  provisions 
from  their  grounds^  are  fed  by  allowance  from 
the  planters^  many  themselves  in  distress^  which 
scants  that  allowance.  On  estates  in  good  condi- 
tion^  it  is  twelve  quarts  of  corn^  vnth  two  or^ 
three  pounds  of  salt  provision  per  week. 

Thursday,  February  S.  Being  a  day  which  I 
had  allotted  for  a  holiday  to  the  negroes,  we  went 
early  to  the  valley  of  the  old  road.  In  the-morn- 
ing  I  distributed  ten  barrels  of  herrings  amongst 
the  negroes,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  very 
sihart  well-dressed  negro  ball  in  the  hall  of  my 
old  mansion.  Mr.  L and  myself  both  im- 
partially allowed  the  negroes,  young  men  and 
girls,  to  dance  better  in  step,  in  grace,  and  cor- 
rectness of  figure,  than  our  fashionable,  or  indeed 
any  couples  at  any  ball  in  England ;  taking  that 
ball  generally,  there  is  no  one  negro  dances  ilL 
I  danced  a  country  dance  with  old  Hannah,  and 
a  'ninuet  with  long  Nanny.  Not  a  complaint 
remains  at  the  old  road. 

Friday,  February  3.  Returning  from  did  road 
to  Dr.  Fairbairn's,  I  there  saw  Mr.  Hofiman,  the 
Moravian  missionary,  xvhose  plameless  l(fe  still  an^ 
swers  to  his  song.  The  Moravian  missionaries  are 
of  the  highest  character  for  moral  example,  as 
well  as  gentle  manners ;  and  they  preach  the  doc- 
trines of  peace  and  good  will  to  all  men,  and  to 
all  governments.  They  assimilate  in  simplicity 
best  with  the  minds  of  the  negroes,  and  in  their 
assiduity  and  goodness,   have,  I  fear^  but  few 
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equals  amongst  the  regular  clergy  in  the  West  In-  ^^^* 
dies.  It  was  with  difficulty  I  prevailed  on  the  ^^T^ 
good,  mild,  and  disinterested  Mr.  Hofltnan,  to  re- 
ceive annually  for  his  domestick  use  a  small  bar- 
rel of  sugar,  and  a  quarter-cask  of  rum,  as  a 
token  of  my  regard  for  his  attention  to  my  negroes 
on  the  old  road  estate. 

Sunday,  February  5.     In  the  evening  embark- 
ed for  Martinique. 

Monday,  6.     Becalmed  off  Guadaloupe. 

Tuesday,  7.  At  seven  in  the  evening  came  Mard- 
into  St.  Pierre's  bay,  and  passing  under  the  stern  *^ 
of  an  18  gun  sloop  of  war,  8he  hailed  us  to  come 
on  hoard.  I  went  on  board  with  the  captain  of 
4>ur  schooner.  The  French  officer  commanding 
the  sloop,  on  my  stating  that  our  vessel  was  not 
commercial,  but  merely  having  on  board  Eng- 
lishmen, passengers,  told  me  that  the  schooner  must 
immediately  come  to  an  anchor  under  his  srtem^ 
but  that  myself  and  other  gentlemen  might  go  on 
shore.  Returning  to  the  schooner,  a  seifjeant  of 
the  national  guards  followed  us  in  a  shallop,  and 
said  he  wascome  by  orders  to  conduct  us  on  shore : 
we  went  with  him.  On  landing,  he  told  us  we 
ntust  proceed  to  the  liotel  de  Vintendant,  Monsieur 
le  Chevalier  de  Menerad.  He  marched  us  above 
a  mile  to  the  hotel,  and  passing  within  the  senti- 
nel at  entrance  of  the  court,  asked  for  the  gover- 
nor, who  was  out,  and  only  a  black  boy  in  the 
house,  who  knew  not  where  the  governor  was  to 
be  found.  The  national  serjeant  talked  in  a  high 
tone  of  brutal  command,  and  said  we  must  stay 
^11  night  in  the  open  air^  or  until  the  governor 
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CHAP,  was  found.  I  used  every  kiad  of  language^  bat 
^^^Jl^  all  in  vain.  I  vi^as  afterwards  told  that  I  had 
^^^  omitted  the  essential  argument  wiA  these  liberty* 
corp9>  to  wit,  '  a  Johannes/  About  ten  o'clock  a 
Monsieur  De  la  Cmir,  lieutenant  of  police^  ar- 
rived, apparently  on  other  business.  I  told  him 
my  name  and  situation.  He  behaved  most  po» 
litely^  and  told  the  serjeant  he  should  take  us  to 
the  hotel  des  Americains,  the  best  tavern  in  St. 
Pierre^  giving  himself  security  for  our  forthcom- 
ing next  morning.  Whilst  the  receipt  for  our 
bodies  was  writing,  the  governor^  Chevalier  d« 
Menerad,  arrived :  on  my  name  being  metitiontd 
h^  bdbaved  most  politely,  asked  my.whoW  party 
to  8apper>  and.oflfered  me  a  bed.  Haviqg  c(mH 
plained  of  the  serjeanfs  conduct,  he  immediatelj 
told,  him  to  leave  the<ro<>iiij  and  mad^e  a  general 
^pohrgy,  giving  me  plainly  to  understand  that 
thffe  wis  starcely  the  appearance  of  law,  go- 
vemqicnitjc  or  any  authority  at  Martinique. 
*  •  TfiLS.natiooal  regimentft* had  arrived  a  year  be- 
forie.*  The  inhabitant^  were  of  a  diflferent  party. 
The  old  corps  on  duty  there  of  an  uncertain  or 
undecided  character*  aad  the  constitution  of  the 
mother  country  being  unjsettled^  and  no  persons 
in  Martinique  knowing  who  were  finally  to  be 
uppermost,  all  were  afraid  to  assume  a  respon- 
sibility^     .  ^         •        ■ 

I  THANkED  the  governor  for  his  polite  invita- 
<ion>  but  declined  accepting  what  the  state  of  his 
bouse,  and  having  no  domesticks,  proved  to  be  a 
mere  invitation  of  compliment.  His  wife  and  fa^ 
mily  were  at  Guadaloupe.  • 

,7  MONSIEUI^ 
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Monsieur  Ete  La  Cot/E  conducted  lis,  at  Tieac    ^^ 
Eleven  at  night,  to  the  American  hotel,  where,  find- 
ing an  excellent  house  add  a  trulj  Parisian  cook^ 
*^e  laligUed  ov^r  our  difficulties. 

MoNsiEiTti  De  la  Cot r  and  Montsidur  Pdnaii, 
6ur  hanker,  next  morning  confirmed  th^  state  of 
government  in  Martinique,  as  before  mentioQed  : 
all  was  a  calm,  but  it  ^as  such  a  caltfi  as  genendly 
precedes  a  hurricane.  With  reject  to  the  slaves, 
they  are  perfectly  quiet.  For  the  free'mulattoel^ 
and  gens  Ae  couleur  ( who  are  twice  aCs  numerous 
as  the  white  inhabitants)  they  loo  are  \^aiting  the 
result  of  ascendant  parties  in  old  Plrafifce.  For 
the  whites,  they  are^nerally,  as  far  a§  1  can  find, 
friends  to  the  old  government,  and  they 'declare 
themselves  most  openly  whence  the  new  acts  of 
ihe  national  asseinbly  are  yet  unexecuted-  Tbo 
church  remains  on  its  ancient  footing,  and  the 
convents  are  filled  with  the  same  people.  Capu- 
chins and  Ursulins,  but  the  Capuchins  appear 
not  in  the  open  streets. 

In  this  state  of  political  diffidence,  conimcrce 
has  lost  its  activity,  and  credit  is  gftrte  ;  ye€ 
money  seems  to  be  plenty  ;  but  there  is  little' 
or  no  trade,  in  this  great  and  once  cOmTuercial 
town.  Instead  of  fifty  or  more  large  sugar 
ships,  which  should  at  this  season  be  seen  in 
the  bay,  there  are  only  nine  ;  and  even  these  ' 
seem  in  general  to  be  small.  American  vessel** 
(schooners  and  sloops)  are  numerous;  perhaps, 
there  may  be  forty. 

Wednesday,  February  8.     We  amused  our-* 
selves  in  ivalking  about  the  town  and  purchasing 
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presents  for  our  friends ;  hyouterie  of  Mftdttitf 
Gentler^  embroiderie  of  Madame  Nodau,  and 
lii^ieurs  of  Grandmhis^At. 

The  town  of  St^  Pierre  extends  alon^  on  the 
beacb<{  It  is  iboTe  two  miles  in  length^  and 
n  breadth  about  half  a  mile/  The  buildings^  are 
of  stODe>  and  htadsome.  The  diops  are  many  of 
them  well  decorated.  The  jeweller  and  siher- 
mith's  shop  (Goutier's)  is  as  brilliaHt  as  any  in 
Lond<m  or  Pttris.  Trade  bebg  nearly  extii^uish^ 
ed  in  the  harbour^  the  embers  of  t^hat  it  has  been 
glimmer  in  the  ^ps. 

THUftti>Ar>  February  9.    In  the  evening  wa 
embarked  fbr  St.  Vincent's^ 
.KVoKtnt,     FniDAYi  February  10.     Early  this  morning 
*^^*    ^ere  in  sight  of  St,  Vincent's,  off  the  Sugar 
JLoaTes  of  St.  Lucie,  and  there  close  in  with  the 
knd.    A  fine  breeze  springing  up,  we  run  over 
the  channel  of  seven  lei^es  in'three  hours,  and 
then  coasted  down  to  windward  of  St.  Vincent's, 
a  beautiful   and   rich  country,  mostly  in  pos- 
session of  the  Charaibes.    At  four  in  the  after- 
noon we  anchored  in  Young's  Bay,  landed,  and 
once  inore  found  ourselves  in   the  comfortable 
mansion  of  Callia^ua.     My  voyage,  to  Antigua 
has  put  me  in  full  possession  of  the  question  con- 
cerning the  best  mode  of  feeding  the  negroes.    I 
am  speaking  of  the  difference  in  their  situation  in 
regard  to  plenty  and  comfort,  when  fed  by  allow 
ance  from  the  master,  as  in  Antigua ;  or  when 
supported  by  provision  grounds  of  their^  own,  as 
in  St.  Vincent^      In  the  fiist  case,  oppression 
may,  and  certainly  in  some  instances,  and  indif- 
5  ferent 
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ferent  degrees^  doth  actually  exists  either  as  td   char 
quantity  or  quality  of  food ;  besides  the  circum*  w-vw 
stance  of  food  for  himself^  the  negro  suffers  too  *^viiic«i*. 
in  his  poultry  and  little  stocky   wfaieh  are  his 
wealth.    The  maintenance  of  his  pigs^  turkeys,  or 
chickens,  must  often  siAtract  from  his  own  din* 
ner^  and  that  perhaps  a  scanty  one,  or  he  cannot 
keep  stock  at  all ;  and  a  n^o  without  stock,  and 
means  to  purchase  tobacco,  and  other  little  con<^ 
ve^iences,   and  some  finery  too  for  his  wife^  is 
jmiserable. 

In  the  second  case,  of  the  negro  feeding  him* 
self  with  his  own  provisions^  assisted  only  with  ^ 
salt  provisions  from  his  master  (three  pounds  <rf*. 
salt  fish,  or  an  adequate  quantity  of  herrings,  per 
week,  as  in  St.  Vincent's)  the  situation  of  the  nci- 
gro  is  in  proportion  to  his  industry ;  but  generally 
speaking,  it  afiords  him  a  plenty  that  amounts  to 
comparative  wealth,  viewing  any  peasantry  in  Eu- 
rope. On  my  estate  at  Calliaqua,  forty-^six  acres 
of  the  richest  ''ground  are  set  apart  for  the  n^ro 
gardens,  where  they  work  voluntarily  in  the  two 
•hours  they  haVe  every  noon  to  themselves,  on. the 
half-holiday  in  the  week,  and  Sundays  ;  and  their 
returns  are  such,  that  in  my  negro  village,  contain- 
ing eighty-five  huts,  there  is  scarcely  one  but  has 
a  goat  and  kids,  two  or  three  pigs,  and  some  poul- 
try running  about  it.  All  this  stocjc  is  plentifully 
fed  from  the  negro's  garden,  and  b6w  plentifully 
the  garden  supplies  him  will  appear  fVom  the  fol- 
lowing fact.  From  the  late  Guinea  sales,  I  have 
purchased  all  together  twenty  boys  and  girls,  from 
ten  to  thirteen  years  old.     It  i^  the  practice,  im 
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CHAB.  bHiuritr^i^  them  tb  ihe  estate,  to  distribute  them  in 
,  o^-v^nj»  the  huts '  of  Creole  nfegroes,  under  their  direction 
A.viiicci«.^^g  care;  who  are  to  feed  them,  train  them  to  work, 
and  tMch  them  their  new  language.  For  this  ^ 
e&re  of  feeding  and  bringing  up  the  youtig  African, 
4he  Creole  negro  receives  no  allowance  of  provi- 
firions  Whiaterer.  He  re^dves  only  a  knife,  a  cala- 
bash to  eat  from,  and  an  iron  boiling  pot  for  each. 
On  first  view  of  this  it  looks  like  oppression,  and 
putting  the  burthen  of  supporting  another  on  the 
negro  who  receives  him ;  but  the  reverse  is  the 
-fitct*  When'  the  new  negroes  arrived  on  the  es- 
<ate,  I  thought  the  manager  would  have  been 
Ajbm  to  jiieces  by  the  number  and  earnestness  of 
the  applicants  to  have  an  inmate  from  among 
itiem.  The  competition  was  violent,  and  trouble- 
some? in  the  extreme.  The  fact  is,  that  every 
n<egro  in  his  garden,  and  at  his  leisure  hours,  earn- 
-ing  niucfh  more  than  what  is  necessary  to  feed 
him,  these  young  inmates  are  the  wealth  of  the 
negro  who  entertains  them,  and  for  whom  they 
work ;  their  work  finding  plenty  for  the  little 
household^  and  a  surplus  for  sale  at  market,  and  for 
-feeding  his  stock.  This  fact  was  in  proof  to  me 
-from  the  solicitations  of  the  Creole  negroes  in  ge- 
neral ( and  who  hiid  large  families  of  their  own )  to 
take  another  inmate,  on  conditions  of  feeding  him, 
and  with  a  right  to  the  benefit  of  his  work*.  As 
soon  as  th6  young  negro  has  passed  his  appren- 
ticeship, 

*  Compare  this  with  what  is  said  on  the  same  subject,  voL  ii. 
p.  154.  It  was  impossible  that  two  persons,  writing  in  different 
islands,  could  agree  so  very  precise!/,  mile«g  their  obser^'ations 
vrere  founded  in  truth. 
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,ticeship,  and  is  fit  for  work  in  the  field,  he  his  a    cthap. 
hut  of  his  own,  and  works  a  garden  on  his  own  v.^^^>^^-ii^ 
account.    Of  the  salt  provisions  given  out  to  the^*^*"^^* 
negroes,  the  finest  sort  are  the  mackarel  salted  from 
America,  and  the  negroes  are  remarkably  fond  of 

them.    My  brother  H (who  is  a  manager  at 

once  properly  strict,  and  most  kind,  and  who  is 
both  feared  and  beloved  by  all  the  negroes )  in^ 
dulges  them  by  studying  to  give  a  variety  in  their 
provisions  ;  pork,  beef,  and  fish  of  different  sorts. 
A  negro  prefers  pork  to  beef;  one  pound  of  pork 
will  go  as  far  as  two  pounds  of  beef  in  his  mess-^ 
pot.  This  little  attention  of  Mr.  H— ^  to  the 
negroes'  wishes,  shews  how  much  of  their  comfort 
must  even  depend  on  the  master's  regard  td  them. 

Wednesday,  February  23.  The  66th  regiment 
reviewed  by  general  Cuyler.  The  men  well-look- 
ing, the  manual  in  proper  tinie  and  exact,  the 
firing  close,  and  the  level  good.  The  review  in  a 
word  shewed  this  regiment  to  be  well  discipKned> 
and  nothing  hurt  by  residence  of  near  seven  yearsr 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Monday,  March  5.  Embarked  in  the  Fairy 
sloop  of  war  for  Tobago.  Got  under  way  at 
twelve. 

Tuesday,  Mareh  6.  At  four  P.  M.  Tobago 
in  sight,  our  course  close  to  the  wind,  making  fpr 
the  body  of  the  island.  -         ^      ^ 

Wednesday,  March  7.  Close  in  with  the  land, 
aind  most  of  the  day  bedting  to  windward  with  a 
strong  lee  current.  In  the  afternoon  were  off 
Man  o'war  bay. 

Thursday,  March  8.      The   wind    E.  S.  E/ 

Voju.  iiL  '  '        t  CB<r 
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CHAP,    and  a  strong  lee  current  against  us  the  whole 

y,,^^^  night.     At  day-break,  we  found  our  ship  nearly 

St. Vincent,  ^faere  she  was  the  preceding  sun-set.      In  the 

evening  we  weathered  St.  Giles's  rocks  and  little 

Tobago  on  the  N.  E.  end  of  the  island.     Lay  to 

during  the  night. 

Friday,  March  9.  At  sun-rise,  were  oflf  Queen'i 
bay,  on  the  leeward  coast,  whence  we  ran  down, 
with  bdth  wind  and  current  in  our  favour^^  and 
anchored  in  Rockly-bay  about  twelve  o'clock. 
Tobagcf,  Saturday,  March  10.  Went  to  Rise-land,  or 
Sandy  Point,  in  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  island,  a 
country  almost  flat,  but  beautifully  spotted  with 
mountain  cabbages,  and  various  trees.  Trini* 
dada,  at  eighteen  miles  distance,  appearing  plain 
to  the  eye. 

Sunday,  March  11.  This  morning  early,  I 
Fode  five  miles  across  the  island  from  Rise-land  to 
Adventure  estate,  in  Courland-bay  division.  In 
traversing  the  country,  and  on  my  return,  I  was 
much  struck  w  ith  its  beauty,  from  the  Flat  at 
Sandy  Point  gently  breaking  into  hills,  till  ul-^ 
timately  at  the  N.  E.  end  it  becomes  a  scene  of 
mountains  and  woods.  I  particularly  noticed  the 
great  extent  of  provision  grounds^  and  the  fine 
healthy  looks  of  the  negroes  in  general^  arising 
from  the  plenty  around  them.  I  saw  no  marks  of 
the  whip  on  their  backs,  at  least  not  here  nor  at  St. 
Vincent's.  The  punishments  are  either  so  unfre- 
quent  or  so  little  severe,  as  to  leave  no  traces  for 
any  length  of  time. 

Sunday,  March  15.  Earlj^'iri  the  morning  set 
out,  find  in  the  aftemoon  reached  th^  Louis  d'or 

€fitatew 
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estate.  Twenty-two  miles  from  Port  Louis^,  from  chap. 
the  verj  point  of  the  Town  of  Port  Louis^  v^v-^ 
the  country  becomes  hilly;  and  as  you  further  ad-  Tobago 
yance^  the  hills  rise  into  mountains  not  broken 
^ud  rugged,  as  the  convulsed  coutitry  of  St.  Vin- 
centt's,  but  regular  though  steep,  and  on  a  large 
scale  of  regular  ascent  and  descent.  The  scene  of 
nature  is  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  gives  the  idea 
of  a  contin  ent  rather  than  an  island.  It  is  not 
alone  its  vicinity  to  the  Spanish  main  that  sug^ 
gests  this  idea.  The  appearance  of  the  island 
fully  warranto  the  assumption,  and  the  contiguity 
of  iSouth  America,  Only  more  fully  marks  its  be- 
ing torn  therefrom,  and  of  its  being,  in  old  times> 
the  southern  point  or  bold  promontory  of  the  vast 
bay  of  Mexico. 

Friday,  March  16.  This  day  I  rode  over  my 
estate,  but  previous  to  any  remarks  thereon,  I 
must  notice  the  radical  words  and  language  of 
the  Indian  red  Charaibe  (Louis).  There  are 
three  families  of  r^d  Charaibes,  settled  in  a  corner 
of  my  Louis-d'or  estate,  and  their  history  is  briefly 
this. — Louis  was  five  years  old  when  his  father 
and  family  fled  (about  fifty  years  past)  from  the 
persecutions  of  the  Africans  or  black  Charaibes  of 
St.  Vincent's.  The  family  has  since  divided  into 
three  distinct  ones,  by  increase  of  numbers.  Louis> 
the  chief,  is  a  very  sensible  man,  and  in  his  traffick 
for  fish  and  other  articles,  has  obtained  somig^ 
knowledge  of  the  French  language. 

The  following  words  I  took  from  sound,  and 
with  accuracy  ;  fox  on  reading  over  the  Charaibe 

T  %  words 
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CHAP,   words  to  Louis^  he  repeiited  them  back  in  French 
J^IL  to  me. 

Tobago.    •  God— naketi,!.  e.  GrffWM^re  Wind— cazabal    -  -  Father— baba. 

Th«  Sun — vehu  -    -    -  -  Rain— conob   -    -  -  Mother — behee. 

Moon — m6n6     -    -    -  -  Thunder— warawiarow  Son — wica. 

Earth — hoang     -    -    •  .   Mountain — weib  -  -  Daughter— hania. 

Sea — balan^   -   .    -    -  -  Tree->-wewee    -  -  -  Life— nee, 

Fire — wat-ho*     -    -    -  -  Bird— fuss    -    -   -  -  Death— hela  *haL 

Water — ton  a      ...  -  Fish — oto*     -    -    -  -  Devil — qualeva. 

I  INTERROGATED  Louis  as  to  religion :  he  is 
now  a  catholic,  but  says  the  Charaibe  belief  was 
always  in  a  future  state. — Formerly,  they  used  to 
bury  the  defunct  sitting-^y  with  his  bow,  arrows, 
&c.  ^'  But  now/'  says  Louis,  '^  we  bury  au  long 
''  et  droits  which  is  better ;  for  when  sitting,  the 
/'  body  got  retrcci  (this  was  his  expression),  and 
^'  could  not  easily  start  up  and  fly  to  heaven,  but 
''  being  buried  long  and  straight,  it  can  fly  up  di- 
*'  rectly  when  called."  This  argument  was  pos- 
sibly suggested  by  the  catholic  missionaries,  fo 
make  the  poor  Charaibea  leave  the  old  practice. 
Louis's  belief  in  a  future  state  is  however  ascer- 
tained. 

But  now  to  remarks  on  the  estate.  Oi^  the 
beach  at  Queen's-bay,  are  brick  and  stone  pillars, 
not  unlike  the  great  gate  of  an  English  park, 
whence  the  eye  is  directed  up  an  avenue  of  cocoa- 
nut  trees,  and  from  thence,  in  the  same  straight  line, 
through  a  broad  and  regular  street  of  negro  houses, 
at  a  mile  from  the  gate,  to  the  works,  which  ter- 
minate the  avenue,  and  have  tlie  appearance  of  a 

church 

*  I  questioned  particularly  on  tlie  signification  of  the  word 
naketi. 

'  t  This  is  a  curious  and  remarkable  illustration  of  what  U  re- 
lated in  tlie  appendix  to  book  i^  vol.  i.  p,  147. 
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churcli  built  in  form  of  the  letter  T^  with  a  tower    chap. 
raised  on  the  centre.     Over  the  works  rise  a  pre-  v-i^i^ij 
cipice,  on  which  stands  the  mansion-house,  nobly    Tobago. 
commanding  the  whole  vale.     A  fine  river  winds 
from  the  back  mountains,  under  the  point  of  the 
great  ridge  on  which  the  house  stands,  and  then 
pours  in  a  direct  line,   nearly  by  the  east  of  the 
negro  village,  into  the  sea.     In  its  course  it  sup- 
plies a  canal  for  turning  the  water-mill. 

Tut.  negroes  on  this  estate  are  a  most  quiet  and 
contented  people  ;  some  asked  me  for  Utile  trifles 
of  money  for  idifferent  purposes,  which  I  gave 
them,  but  there  was  not  one  complaint,  for  old 
Castalio  came  to  me  as  a  kind  of  deputation  from 
the  rest,  to  tell  me  that  ^'  massa  Hamilton  was 
^^  good  manager,  and  good  massa.''  Indeed  the 
negroes  are  generally  treated  as  favourite  chil- 
dren, by  their  masters  in  Tobago. 

T|iE  necessities  of  the  island  have  demande4 
the  residence  of  the  planter ;  and^he  critical  state  of 
French  government,  and  the  wild  notions  and 
conduct  of  the  French  people  in  the  colonies, 
have  brought  the  old  English  settlers  in  Tobago^ 
and  their  negroes,  to  a  system  of  reciprocal  re- 
gard and  mutual  determination  to  resist  p^ticu- 
lar  wrongs  or  a  general  attack.  The  planters  here 
talk  of  the  negroes  as  their  resort,  to  be  depend- 
ed on  against  either  a  licentious  garrison,  an  ar- 
bitrary governor^  or  the  mad  democracy  of  French 
hucksters. 

The  negro  houses  throughout  Tobago  are  much 
superior  to  those  in  St.  Vincent's  or  even  in  Aur 

^igua, 
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CHAP,  tigua.  Mr.  Frankljil,  junior^  informs  me  thti 
^j^^jij;^  each  of  hisnegro's  houses  has  cost  him  33  Johannes, 
^obago.  or  above  forty  pounds  sterlings,  including  the  ne* 
gro*s  labour.  These  houses  are  built  of  boards, 
uniform  throughout  the  estate,  are  about  2G  feet 
long  bj  14  wide,  consisting  each  of  two  apart- 
ments, besides  a  portico  or  covered  walk  with  a 
seat  in  front,  of  which  a  closet  at  the  end  is  taken 
from  the  portico  to  form  a  small  kitchen  or  store- 
room. The  roof  is  of  shingles.  In  St.  Vincent's 
the  negro  houses  are  of  no  fixed  dimensions  ;  some 
^re  very  large  and  some  very  small,  according  to 
the  fancy  or  ability  of  the  negroes,  who  are  how- 
ever generally  assisted  by  their  masters  with  posts 
and  main  timbers,  and  occasionally  supplied  with 
boards.  Thus  the  village  is  irregular,  some 
houses  boarded,  some  of  them  stone  and  part 
boards,  and  most  of  them  wattled  or  thatched. 
Within,  the  houses  are  as  comfortable  as  those  at 
Tobago,  but  not  so  durable ;  and  the  portico  of 
the  Tobago  house  is  a  superior  comfort. 

Saturday,  March  17.  I  passed  the  morning 
in  seeing  various  of  my  negroes,  particularly  the 
women  and  their  Creole  children.  This  last  year 
I  have  had  an  increase  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  only  one  has  died.  I  ordered,  as  at  St.  Vin- 
cent's, five  yards  of  fine  printed  cotton  to  every 
woman  who  had  reared  a  child,  and  gave  ten  bar- 
rels of  pork  among  the  negroes  in  general.  Ridd- 
ing out,  I  paid  a  visit  of  some  length  to  the  red 
Charaibe  families^  of  whom  Louis  is  the  head ; 
two  of  the  young  vy^omen  were,  really  handsome. 

The 
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The  eld  Indian  dress  is  lost,  and  they  wx)fe  hand-   chap, 
kerchiefs,  cotton  petticoats,  and  jackets  like  the  v.^.^^^!^ 
negroes.     The  huts  were  scarcely  weather-iight,   Tobago. 
being  wattled  and  thatched,  crowded  with  all 
their  filth  and  all  their  wealth;  the  latter  con- 
sisting of  great  variety  of  nets  for  fishing,  ham- 
mocks for  sleeping  in,  and  different  sorts  of  pro- 
vision, stores,  &c.  &c.     Beasts,  stores,  and  people 
all  in  one  room. 

At  two  o'cfock  we  set  out  for  Mr.  Clarke's, 
five  miles  from  Louis-d*or  on  the  road  to  Port 
Louis.  Mr.  Clarke's  house  is  an  excellent  build- 
ing, framed  in  England,  and  placed  on  the  very 
pinnacle  of  the  highest  mountain  in  Tobago,  with 
garden  and  shrubberies,  abounding  with  birds  of 
most  splendid  plumage.  The  variety, .  beauty, 
and  number  of  the  feathered  tribes  in  Tobago,  are 
indeed  at.  once  delightful  and  astonishing.  I  must 
observe  further,  on  the  country  of  Tobago,  that 
although  it  is  not  a  twentieth  part  cultivated,  yet 
it  is  all,  or  for  the  most  part,  improveable.  Mr. 
Hamilton,  who  has  passed  many  successive  nights 
in  the  woods,  and  in  traversing  the  country,  asf- 
sures  me  there  is  no  where  a  rock,  or  scarcely  a 
lai'ge  stone,  to  be  found,  except  upon  the  coasts 
and  beach.  Though  the  season  is  now  dry,  I  ob- 
served in  many  parts  large  spots  or  fields  of  Gui- 
nea grass,  which  would  fatten  cattle  of  the  largest 
breed.  As  a  timber  and  a  victualling  country>  it 
seems  valuable  in  an  imperial,  as  well  as  conimer^ 
cial  point  of  view ;  a  resource  to  armies  and  fleets^ 
as  well  as  to  the  merchant  and  planter. 

Wednesday^ 
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CHA^.       Wednesday,  March  21.     At  6  in  the  eTenioir 
I  embarked  in  the  Lively  schooner  for  Grenada. 


Orena^  Thi}rsday,  22d.  At  6  in  the  evening  we  an- 
chored in  the  careenage  of  St.  George's  town, 
Grenada^  and  immediately  landed. 

Sunday,  25.  In  tlie  forenoon  we  went  to 
churchy  the  governor,  speaker  of  the  assembly,  of- 
ficers, &c.  attending,  with  a  respectable  congre- 
gation of  people  of  all  colours.  In  the  gallery 
was  an  assemblage  of  girls  and  boys  under  a  mu- 
latto school-master,  who  sung  psalms  very  well  to 
the  accompaniment  of  an  excellent  organ.  The 
clergyman,  Mr.  Dent,  read  prayers,  and  preached 
witli  great  devotion.  The  service  was  in  every 
respect  most  creditable  to  the  islands  The  church 
is  plain,  with  a  handsome  steeple,  and  a  clock 
giv^en  by  the  present  governor  Matthews. 

St.  George's  is  a  handsome  town,  built  chiefly 
of  brick,  and  consists  of  many  good  houses.  It 
is  divided  by  a  ridge,  which,  running  into  the  sea, 
forms  on  one  side  the  careenage,  and  on  the  other 
the  bay.  Thus  there  is  the  bay  town,  where  there 
is  a  handsome  square  and  market-place,  and  the 
careenage  town,  where  the  chief  mercantile  houses 
are  situated,  the  ships  lying  land-locked,  and  in 
deep  water  close  to  the  wharf.  On  the  ridge,  just 
above  the  road  of  communication  between  the 
towns,  stands  the  church;  and  on  the  promon- 
tory or  bluff  head  of  the  ridge,  stands  a  large  old 
fort,  built  by  the  Spaniards  when  in  possession  of 
Grenada.  It  is  built  of  free-stone,  is  very  substan- 
tially, if  not  scientifically  constructed,  and  contains 
'  '  .*  tbQ- 
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the  entire  45th  reffimciit.     The  67th  res-iinent  is   ch.^. 

XIII 

quartered  in  the  new  barracks,  and  does  duty  on  k^^^^t^ 
the  new  fortifications  of  Richmond-hill ;  a  very  ^^^^'"'^ 
iJtrong  situation  to  the  east  or  nortli-east  of  the 
town. 

Tuesday,  March  27.  Louis  la  Granade,  chief 
of  the  Gens  de  couleur,  and  captain  of  a  militia 
company,  came  to  the  government  house.  He 
.seems  a  fine  spirited,  athletic  fellow,  and  wears  a 
large  gold  medal  about  his  neck,  being  a  gifSt 
from  the  colony,  in  reward  for  his  various  service* 
and  experienced  fidelity  on  all  occasions.  The 
mulattoes  have  presented  a  most  loyal  address  to 
the  governor,  stating  their  strong  attachment  to 
the  King  and  the  British  constitution,  a\id  their 
abhorrence  of  all  innovation.  * 

Friday,  29.  At  ten  in  the  morning  we  sailed 
from  Grenada  in  the  Fanfan  schooner,  coasted  the 
leeward  side  of  the  island  from  south  to  north ;  it 
seems  well  peopled,  and  in  general  it  appears  to 
•be  a  rich  sugar  country  ;  with  less  variety  of 
ground  indeed  than  St.  Vincent's,  and  less  ver- 
iiure.  Its  moimtains  are  but  hills  in  comparison 
with  those  of  St.  Vincent.  A  waving  surface, 
hills  gently  rising  and  falling,  characterize  Gre- 
nada. Deep  valleys  shaded  with  abrupt  precipices 
characterize  St.  Vincent^s. 

Saturday,  March  30.     At  three  in  the  morn-  st.Vmcem, 
ing  anchored  in  Kingston-bay,  St.  Vincent's,  and     ^^^^* 
thence  rode  to  the  villa.     From  Grenada  to  St. 
Vincent's,  our  schooner  hugg'd  the  land  of  the 
Grenadines  under  their  leeward  side,  with  very 
jppall  intervals  of  channel.  '  The  Grenadine  isles 

and 
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CHAP,  and  detached  rocks,  are  supposed  to  be  about  130 
K^^^^^^^  m  number.  Twelve  of  these  little  isles  arc  said  to 
St. Vincent,  produce  cotton. 

April  19.     Had  much  conversation  this  day 
about  the  Charaibes. 

The  windward  esfates,  quite  to  the  Charaibe 
boundary  of  Bayaraw,  are  of  the  richest  land  in 
the  island,  but  the  surf  on  the  shore  is  at  all  times 
so  heavy,  that  no  European  vessel  can  continue  on 
any  part  twenty-four  hours  with  safety,  and  no 
European  boat  can  come  on  shore  without  the 
danger  of  being  swamped.  Hence,  until  lately, 
the  supposed  impracticability  of  landing  stores  and 
taking  off  sugars,  prevented  the  cultivation  of  the 
lands ;  but  since  the  Charaibes  in  their  canoeSj^ 
have  been  found  to  accomplish  what  Europeans 
cannot  effect  with  their  boats,  these  lands  have 
risen  to  60/.  sterling  an  acre,  and  every  settler  is 
growing  rich.  A  sloop  lays  off  and  on  as  near  as 
she  may  to  the  shore,  and  in  one  morning,  from 
day-break  will  make  forty  tri;7s  to  the  sloop,  car- 
rying each  time  a  hogshead  of  sugar,  &c.  &c.  and' 
the  expence  for  the  morning  amounts  to  ten  dol- 
lars, being  a  dollar  for  each  Charaibe. — The  Cha- 
raibes thus  begin  to  taste  of  money,  and  ar«  already 
become  very  industrious  at  this  work.  More- 
over, they  plant  tobacco,  and  want  nothing  but  a 
market  to  encourage  them  to  plant  more.  Cha- 
toyer's  brother  ( Du  Vallee)  has  nine  negroes,  and 
plants  cotton.  Money  civilizes  in  the  first  in- 
stance, as  it  corrupts  ifi  the  last ;  the  savage  la- 
bouring for  himself^  soon  ceases  to  be  a  savage  ; 
to  noon,    a  canoe   manned    by  ten    Charaibes; 

th# 
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the  slave  to  money  bfecQriaes  a  subject  to  gQvetn-   chap. 
ment,  and  he  becomes  a  ruseful  subject*.  .  ciylij 

Mr.  B.  acting  collector  of  the  customs,  inform- »t*viJw^«- 
ed  me,  that  the  value  of  Britisl^  manufactures  ex- 
ported from  St.  Vincent  to  the  Spanish  arfd 
French  settlements,  was  upwards  of  200,000/.  an- 
nually.  From  the  superior  adrafttages  of  Gre- 
nada, with  respect  to  situation,  &c.  the  export 
trade  of  that  island  to  the  Spanish  main  must  be 
much  more  considerable.  That  of  Jamaica  out  of 
comparison  greater.  These  circumstances  are  to 
be  taken  into  the  general  account,  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  West  India  Islands  to  Grfeat  Britaih. 

April  24.  Wetit  on  board  a  Guinea  ship,  the 
Active,  from  Sierra  Leone.  On  board  this  shipi 
is  a  bl^ck  boy,  called  Bunc,  about  ten  years  old, 

the 

*  This  must  be  admitted  witli  some  limitation.  Before  a 
pegl-o  places  such  a  value  on  money  as  is  here  supposed,  he  must 
have  acquired  many  of  the  refinements  and  artificial  neceSsitieg 
of  civilized  life.  He  must  have  found  uses  for  money^  which 
in  his  savage  state,  he  had  no  conception  of.  It  is  not  therefore 
the  possession  of  money  alone  3  it  is  the  new  desires  springing 
up  in  his  mind,  frqm  the  prospects  and  examples  before  him, 
that  have  awakened  his  powers,  and  called  the  energies  of  his 
mind  into  action.  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  observe  thus 
much,  because  the  doctrine  of  my  amiable  friend,  without  some 
qualification,  seems  to  sanctify  an  assertion  which  has  been 
maintained  by  speculative  writers,  with  some  plausibility; 
namely,  '*  that  if  the  negro  slaves  were  allowed  wages  for  their 
*'  labour,  coercion  would  become  unnecessary."  What  effect  a 
system  of  gradual  encouragement,  by  means  of  wages,  operat- 
ing slowly  and  progressively,  might  produce  In  a  long  course  of 
time,  I  wiD  not  presume  to  say ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  an 
attempt  to  introduce  such  a  system  among  the  labouring  negroes 
in  general,  without  great  caution  and  due  preparation,  would 
b^  productive  pf  the  greatest  of  evils^. 
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CHAP,  the  son  of  an  African  chief;  he  is  going  to  Eiig- 
K^^^-r^^  land  for  his  education^  and  has  two  slaves  sent 
St.  Vincent,  ^j^j^  ^^^^  Y)y  his  father,  to  pay  his  passage  by  their 
sale.  Captain  Williams  has  another  boy  on 
board,  who  was  sent  to  England  two  years  ago 
for  the  same  purpose.  This  voyage  he  was  to 
take  him  back  to  Annamaboe  ;.  but  the  boy  abso- 
lutely refused  landing  again  in  Africa,  and  he 
waits  on  Captain  Williams  as  a  free  servant,  and 
is  going  back  to  England  with  him.  The  slaves 
were  in  high  health ;  captain  Williams  is  a  supe- 
rior man  in  this  trade ;  as  a  fundamental  trait  of 
his  character,  I  notice,  that  last  year  ( 1791 )  on  re- 
ceiving the  parliamentary  bounty  for  the  good 
condition  in  which  his  people  arrived,  he  gave  out 
of  his  own  pocket  50/.  as  a  gratuity  to  the  sur- 
geon of  his  ship. 

Monday,  April  30.  This  day  Dufond,  Cha- 
toyer's  brother,  and  next  to  him  in  authority,  par- 
ticularly on  the  Grand  Sable  side  of  the  country, 
made  me  a  visit ;  he  had  been  twice  before  when  I 
was  absent  in  the  other  islands,  and  on  bis  first 
visit  had  left  his  own  bow  and  arrows  for  me.  I 
gave  him  in  return  a  pair  of  handsome  brass-bar* 
relied  pistols.  He  seems  a  very  polite  and  sensible 
man,  and  speaks  good  French. 

May  8.  Embarked  on  board  the  Delaford,  an4 
Bi  5  P.  M.  sailed  for  England. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  form  of  ^^^' 
civil  government  estahlishcd  in  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica before  the  Restoration  ;  when  Colonel 
D'Oyley,  who  had  then  the  chief  command  under  a 
commission  from  the  lord  Protector,  was  canfirm- 
ed  in  that  command  by  a  commission  from  King 
Charles,  dated  the  13th  of  February,  1661, 

His  commission^  which  recites  the  king's  desire 
to  give  all  protection  and  encouragement  to  the 
people  of  Jamaica,  and  to  provide  for  its  security 
and  good. government,  empowers  him  to  execute 
his  trust  according  to  such  powers  and  authorities 
as  are  contained  in  his  commission  and  the  instruc*. 
tipns  annexed  to  it,  and  such  as  should  from  time 
to  time  be  given  to  him  by  his  majesty,  and  ac- 
cording 

'  *  In  the  former  editions,  this  account  of  tlie  constitution  of 
Jamaica  was  aseribed  to  Governor  (now  Lord)  L}^telton,  who  was 
Captain  General  of  that  island  in  17^4,  but  I  have  since  had  rea- 
«on  to  believe  it  was  an  official  paper  drawn  up  by  some  person 
in  the  plantation  office  in  Great  Britain,  and  transmitted  to  'the 
Covernor  for  his  information.  That  it  came  last  from  the  Go- 
vernor's office,  is  a  fact  within  my  own  knowledge  j  but  Lord 
Lyttelton  having  assured  me  that  he  has  no  recollection  of  its 
contents,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  apprise  my  readers  of  the  cir- 
cumstance. As  there  can  be  no  possible  doubt  concerning  tli» 
authenticity  of  the  documents  annexed  to  it,  the  question  by 
tvhom  the  introductory  part  was  prepared  is  of  little  import- 
ance in  itself,  but  justice  towards  Lord  Lyttleton,  and  regard 
to  truth,  require  me  to  give  this  explanation. 
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CHAP^  cording  to  such  good;,  just,  and  reasonable  cudotn^ 
and  cou&titutions  as  were  exercised  and  settled  in 
other  colonies  ;  or  such  other  as  should,  upon  ma^ 
ture  advice  and  consideration^  be  held  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  good  government  and  security 
of  the  island,  provided  they  were  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  England. 

It  further  empowers  him  to  take  unto  him  af 
€Ounei^  of  twelve  persons^  to  be  elected  by  thepeopI& 
according  to  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  instruc- 
ti*ons ;  and,^  by  the  advice  of  any  five  or  more  of 
them,  to  constitute  civil  judicatories,  with  power 
to  s^iminister  oaths  ;  to  command  all  the  military 
forces  in  the  island,  and  put  in  force  and  execute' 
martial  law  ;  to  grant  commissions,  with  the  ad-* 
tice  of  his  council,  for  the  finding  out  new  trades  ; 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  orders  which  might 
conduce  to  the  good  of  the  island.  The  instruc- 
tions consist  of  fifteen  articles  ? 

The  first  directs  the  commission  to  be  publish- 
td,  and  the  king  proclaimed. 

The  third  regulates  the  manner  of  electing  the 
-  council^  eleven  of  which  to  be  chosen  indifferently, 
by  as  many  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  planters, 
aud  inhabitants,  as  could  be  conveniently  admitted 
to  such  election,  either  at  one  or  more  places ; 
w  hich  said  persons,  with  the  secretary  of  the  islandy 
who  was  thereby  appointed  always  to  be  one, 
were  established  a  council,  to  advise  and  assist  the 
governor  in  the  execution  of  his  trust,  and  five' 
were  to  be  a  quorum. 

The  fcurth  and  fifth  articles  direct  the  taking. 

th^ 
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the  Oaths^  and  settliag  judicatories  for  .the  civil   dHAi*. 
affairs  and  affairs  of  the  admiralty,  for  the  peace     ^'^* 
of  the  island,  and  determining  controversies. 

The  sixth  directs  the  governor  to  discounte- 
nance vice  dnd  debauchery,  and  to  encourage 
ministers^  that  Christianity  and  the  protestant  re- 
ligion^ according  to  the  church  of  Eixghmdi 
nd^t  have  due  reverence  and  exercise  amongst 
them. 

The  seventh  directs  the  fortificatidns  at  Cagway 
t6  be  completed,  and  empov^rers  him  to  compel, 
not  only  soldiers,  but  planters,  to  work  by  turns. 

The  eighth  directs  him  to  encourage  the  plant- 
ers, and  to  assure  them  of  his  majesty's  protec- 
tion I  andi  by  the  ninth,  he  is^to  cause  an  accurate 
survey  to  be  made  of  the  island^ 

By  the  tenth  it  is  directed,  that  the  secretai-y 
shall  keep  a  register  of  all  plantations,  and  the 
bounds  thereof;  and  that  all  persons  shall  be 
obliged  to  plant  a  proportionable  part  thereof 
vi^ithin  a  limited  time. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  direct  all  encourage- 
ments to  be  given  to  such  negroes  and  others  as 
shall  submit  to  the  government,  and  to  merchants 
and  such  as  shall  bring  any  trade  there^  and  forbid 
monopolizing; 

The  thirteenth  directs^  that  any  vessel  which 
tan  be  spared  from  the  defence  of  the  island,  shall 
be  employed  in  fetchiiig  settlers  from  any  other 
colonies,  and  that  no  soldiers  be  allowed  to  depart 
without  licence. 

The  fourteenth  relates  to  ^he  keeping  of  the 
stored  and  provisions  sent  to  the  island  :  and  the 

Vol.  III.  u  fifteentji 
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^x^'    fift^^"*^  directs  the  governpr  to  iransmit,  from 
^-^-v^^  time  to  time,  ;a  state  of  the  island,  and  all  his  pro- 
ceedings. 

In  1662,  Lord  Windsor  was  appointed  govern- 
or of  Jamaica,  by  commission  under  the  great 
seal ;  which,  besides  containiag  the  same  powers 
as  those  contained  in  Col.  D'Oylej  *s  commis^oii, 
,  directs,  that,  incase  of  Lord  Windsor's  dying  or 
leaving  the  island,  the  government  shall  devolve 
on  the  council,  or  any  seven  of  them,  and  appoints 
a  salary  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum  pay- 
able out  of  the  exchequer. 

His  instructions  consist  of  twenty-two  articles. 
The  first  directs  the  publication  of  his  commis- 
sion :  and  the  second,  the  appointment  of  the 
council,  according  to  his  commission  and  the  in- 
structions. But  it  must  be  observed  upon  this 
article^  that  no  directio4a8  whatever  are  given, 
either  in  the  commission  which  refers  to  the  in- 
stcuctions,  or  the  instructions  themselves,  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  council  shall  be  appointed ; 

BUT  IT  APPEARS  THAT  THE  GOVERNOB  NAMED  THEM 
HIMSELF. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  ar- 
ticles relate  to  the  administering  oaths,  establish- 
ing judicatures,  and  providing  for  the  security  of 
the  adjacent  isles. 

The  eighth  directs  encouragement  to-be  giisen 
to  planters  to  remove  to  Jamaica  from  the  other 
colonies. 

The  ninth  directs  100,000  acres  of  land  tor  be 

4  set 
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8et  apart  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the    chap. 
island  as  a  royal  demesne,  a  survey  to  be  made,  v^-v^ 
and  a  registe;:  kept  of  all  grants,  and  a  militia 
formed. 

The  tenth  directs  the  planters  to  be  encouraged, 
their  lands  confirmed  unto  them  by  grants  under 
the  great  seal,  and  appoints  50,000  acres  of  land 
t )  the  governor  for  his  owti  use. 
*  The  eleventh  relates  to  the  encouragement  of 
an  oiihodox  ministry :  and  the  twelfth  establishes 
a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  all  exports  after  the 
expiration  of  seven  years. 

The  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  six- 
teenth articles  contain  general  directions  as  to  the 
liberty  and  freedom  of  trade  (except  v^^ith  the 
Spaniards ),  assistance  to  the  neighbouring  planta- 
tions, and  the  security  of  the  island,  by  obliging 
planters  to  reside  in  bodies  together,  and  in  con- 
tiguous buildings. 

The  seventeenth  directs,  that^  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  men  of  ability  to  go  to  the  island,  no 
offices  shall  be  held  by  deputy;  and  gives  a  povrer 
to  the  governor  of  suspension  or  removal,  in  case 
of  bad  behaviour. 

The  nineteenth  empovrers  the  governor  to  grant 
royalties  and  manors,  or  lordships,  to  contain  less 
than  five  hundred  acres. 

The  twentieth  empowers  the  governor,  with  ad- 
vice of  the  council,  to  call  assemblies,  to  make 
laws,  and,  upon  imminent  necessity,  to  levy 
money ;  such  laws  to  be  in  force  two  years,  and 
no  longer,  unless  approved  of  by  the  crown. 

V  2.'  ^  See  ■ 
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CHAP. 

XlV. 


See  the  Proclamation  of  the  14^/i  of  December, 
1661:,  upon  which  the  people  of  Jamaica  have 
upon  any  occasion  laid  so  much  stress. 

THIS  proclamation  was  published  by  Lord 
AVindsor  upon  his  arrival ;  but  nothing  else  mate- 
rial arises  out  of  his  short  administration  worth 
notice,  for  he  staid  but  two  months,  and  left  th^ 
island^  and  the  execution  of  his  commission,  to  Sir 
Charles  Lyttelton,  who  had  been  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-governor ;  and  who  governed  with  the  ad- 
vice of  a  council  of  twelve,  appointed  by  himself, 
and  called  an  assembly^  that  made  a  body  of  laws^ 
amongst  which  was  one  for  raising  a  revenue. 

Nothing,  however,  which  appears  to  be  mate- 
rial>  as  to  the  form  of  the  constitution,  occurred 
during  his  administration,  which  continued  about 
twenty  months ;  when  he  was  superseded  by  the 
arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  who  was  ap- 
pointed governor  in  chief  by  a  commission  under 
the  gieat  seal,  which  empowered  him  either  to 
constitute,  by  his  own  authority,  a  privy-counoil 
of  twelve  persons,  or  to  continue  the  old  one,  and 
to  alter,  change,  or  augment  it  as  he  thought 
proper;  to  create  judicatpries;  and  make  laws^ 
orders,  and  constitutions,  provided  they  did  not' 
extend  to  take  away  any  right  or  freehold,  or  the 
interest  of  any  person  in  their  rights  or  freeholds^ 
goods  or  chattels,  and  that  4hey  were  transmitted 
to  his  majesty  for  allowance  or  disapprobation. 

He  was  further  empowered  tx)  command  and 
discipline  all  military  forces,  to  use  martial  law 

,  upon 
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upon  persons  im  military  service^  and  establish  ar-  chap. 
*icles  of  war ;  to  create  courts  of  admiralty,  ac-  ^^ 
cording  to  such  authority  as  he  should  receive 
from  the  lord  high  admiral ;  i6  erect  forts  and 
fortifications ;  to  estabUsh  ports,  cities,  towns, 
boroughs,  and  villages;  to  create  manors  and 
lordships ;  to  grant  charters  to  hold  fairs ;  to  take 
surveys,  and  keep  records  of  all  grants  of  lands^ 
under  such  moderate  quit-rents,  services,  and  ac- 
knowledgments, as  he  should  think  fit ;  and  to 
prescribe  terms  of  cultivation ;  and  grants  so  made 
under  the  seal,  and  enrolled,  were  to  be  good  and 
valid  against  the  crown;  to  grant  commissions 
for  finding  out  new  trades  ;  to  pardon  all  ofiences, 
except  murder  and  treason,  and  in  those  cases  to 
reprieve  for  twelve  months. 

He  was  also  empowered,  with  the  advice  of  the 
majority  of  council,  to  frame  a  method  for  esta- 
blishing general  assemblies,  and  from  time  to  time 
to  call  such  assemblies  together,  and  with  their 
consent  to  pass  all  manner  of  Uws,  reserving  to 
him  a  negative  voice;  as  also,  upon  imminent  oc- 
casions, to  levy  money.  These  laws  not  to  ex'end 
to  taking  away  any  one's  freehold,  or  to  the  loss 
of  a  member,  and  to  be  in  force  only  two  years, 
unless  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  crown. 

This  commission  appoints  a  salary  to  the  go- 
vernor of  one  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  pay- 
able out  of  the  exchequer. 

The  instructions,  which  consist  of  twenty  ar- 
ticles, relate  to  the  encourageipent  to  be  given  to 
planters  to  come  from  the  other  colonies  ;  to  the 
allowance  settled  upon  himself  and  the  other  of- 
ficers ; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


294  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

CHAP,  ficers  ;  and  extend  to  most  of  the  points  contained 
^..^p-v-^  ^^  Lord  Windsor's  instructions  ;  but  direct,  that 
the  measure  of  setting  out  the  400,000  acres,  as  a 
royal  demesne,  shall  be  suspended  ;  that  no  duties 
shall  be  laid  in  the  island  upon  the  import  or  ex- 
port of  any  goods  for  twenty-one  years,  nor  shall 
any  duty  be  laid  here  upon  the  produce  of  Js^^ 
maica  for  five  years. 

By  these  instructions  it  appears,  that  the  crown 
allowed  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  support  of  government;  and  what 
was  wanted,  over  and  above,  was  to  be  made  good 
by  a  duty  on  strong  liquors,  either  made  or  im- 
ported^ to  be  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
or and  cbuncil. 

In  July,  1664,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  issued 
writs  for  electing  two  assembly-men  for  each  pa- 
rish ;  which  assembly  met  in  October  following. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  assembly  sat  above 
a  month  or  two  before  they  were  dissolved ;  but, 
^  during  their  session,  they  passed  a  body  of  laws, 

which  was  transmitted  to  the  lord  chancellor,  to 
be  laid  before  the  crown ;  but,  not  being  con- 
firmed; they  would  have  expired  at  the  end  of 
^  two  years;  but  (as  I  find  it  asserted  by  Lord 

Vaughan)  the  governor  continued  them  in  force 
to  the  end  of  his  administration,  by  an  order  of 
council.  I  cannot,  however,  find  this  order  upon 
*  record,  but  after  that  time  a  great  many  ordi- 
nances of  the  governor  and  council,  in  the  nature 
^nd  form  of  laws ;  in  some  of  which  it  was 
declared^  that  they  shall  continue  in  force  until 

another 
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another  assembly  was  called,  and  then  to  be  coo-   chap. 
firmed,   altered,   or    repealed,  as  that  assembly, 
should  see  convenient :    but  no  other  assembly 
was  called  during  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  admi- 
nistration. 

In  1670,  Sir  Thomas  Modjrford  was  recalled, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  appointed  lieutenant-go- 
vernor and  commander  in  chief,  with  the  same 
powers  as  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  bad. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1671,  he  issued  writs 
for  calling  an  assembly,  to  consist  of  two  persons, 
for  each  parish ;  which  met  on  the  8th  of  January, 
and  sat  till  June  following,  when  the  governor 
dissolved  them,  after  having  passed  a  body  of  laws, 
which  were  transmitted  to  England,  but  were  not 
confirmed. 

In  May,  1673,  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  called  another 
assembly ;  but, upon  their  refusing  to  grant  money 
for  the  fortifications,  he  dissolved  it  after  sitting 
only  a  few  days ;  and,  in  January  following,  upon  , 
consideration  that  two  years  were  almost  expiredi 
since  making  the  body  of  laws,  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty had  not  been  pleased  to  signify  his  roya] 
c6nsent  to  them,  a  new  assembly  was  called,  which 
met  the  18th  of  February,  and,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  a  new  body  of  laws  was  passed,  which  were 
transmitted  to  England  ;  but,  not  being  confirmed 
by  the  crown,  expired  at  the  end  of  two  years. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1674,  Lord  Vauglian 
was  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica.     A  council, 

consisting 
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PHAP.  consisting  of  twelve  persons^  wa«  named  in  the 
\^y^  commission^  with  power  to  him  to  expel  or  sus* 
pend  i|,ny  of  them,  and,  in  case  of  vacancies,  to 
fill  up  the  council  to  nine.  He  was  also  em-^ 
powered  to  call  assemblies,  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  island ;  and,  with  the  council  and  assembly, 
to  pass  laws,  which  laws  were  to  be  in  force  fot 
two  years,  unless  the  crown's  pleasure  was  in 
the  mean  time  signified  to  the  contrary,  and  no 
longer,  except  they  were  approved  and  confirm-r 
^d  within  that  time.  In  the  passing  of  these 
laws,  the  governor  was  to  have  a  negative  voice, 
and  to  dissolve  any  fissembly,  as  he  ^hpuld  thin)^ 
proper. 

Upon  Lord  Vaughan's  arrival  in  his  govern-: 
ment,  he  called  an  ^^sembly^  which  met  on  the 
26th  of  April,  1675^  and  passed  a  ne\y  body  of 
laws. 

It  does  not  ap|)ear  when  this  assembly  wasi 
dissolved;  but  in  March,  167&r7,  writs  were 
issued  for  a  new  assembly,  which  met  on  the  26th 
of  that  month ;  and,  having  parsed  several  other 
laws,  they  were  dissolved  on  the  26th  of  July : 
and  the  laws  passed  by  both  assemblies  having 
teen  transmitted  to  England,  the  council  took 
them  into  their  consideration,  and,  a,fter  frequent 
deliberations  upon  them,  and  many  alterations 
proposed,  they  were  referred,  with  the  council'si 
observations  upon  them,  to  the  attorney-general 
^o  consider  thereof,  and  to  form  a  new  body  of 
laws  for  the  good  government  of  this  island. 

"VTiTH  these  laws,  the  council  took  into  con^ir- 

deratioi^ 
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deration  the  state  and  constitution  of  Jamatcat  cha3p. 
and  made  the  reports  upon  it  hereunto  annexed,  t^.^^y^ 
vide  Documents,  No,  1,  %, 

The^e  reports  having  been  confirmed^  a  com^ 
mission  passed  the  great  seal^  constituting  Lord 
Carlisle  governor  of  Jamaica^,  by  which,  and  by 
the  instructions  annexed  thereto,  vide  No.  3, 4,  the 
form  x)f  government  proposed  in  the  coimcirs  re-^ 
port  was  adopted  and  established. 

Upon  Lord  Carlisle's  arrival  in  his  gOYernment, 
he  found  the  people  very  much  dissatisfied  witli 
and  averse  to  this  new  form  of  government^  a$ 
will  better  appear  by,  his  letters,  vide  No,  bj  6j  7, 
a  9,  10.        . 

Thpse  letters  and  papers  being  taken  into  con* 
sideration.by  the  council,  as  also  a  report  thereoa 
by  the  committee,  the  council,  on  the  4th  of  Aprils 
1679,  made  the  order  No.  11 ;  and,  on  the  ^th 
of  May  following,  the  annexed  report  No,  \% 
was  presented  to  his  m^esty,  and,  being  approv-ed, 
was  transmitted  to  the  E)arl  of  Carlisle,  with  the 
annexed  letter.  No,  13.  , 

Ufon  receipt  of  these  papers,  the  Lord  Carlisle 
communicated  them  to  the  assembly,  who  present* 
ed  an  address  in  answer  to  the  report  of  the  28th 
of  May ;  which  address  was  transmitted  to  the 
council  by  Lord  Carlisle.  Vide  No,  14,  13^  16, 
17,  18,  19,  20 

.  On  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80,  the  council 
took  into  consideration  the  letters  received  from 
the  Earl  of  Carlisle  ;  and  the  annexed  extracts 
(M)  21  ^0  38  inclusive  J  of  their  proceedings,  will 

shew 
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shew  their  several  resolutions  and  directions  in 
consequence  thereof. 

It  is  impossible^  at  this  distance  of  time,  to 
judge  what  motives  could  have  induced  the  coun- 
cil, after  they  had  shewn  so  much  firmness  and  re- 
solution to  support  the  rights  of  the  crown,  by  es- 
tablishing in  Jamaica  the  Irish  constitution,  to 
give  the  point  up,  as  it  appears  they  did  by  the 
annexed  explanatory  commission  to  Lord  Carlisle, 
No.  39,  which  contains  the  same  power  of  mak^ 
ing  laws  in  assembly  as  is  now  given  to  the  govern- 
or of  Jamaica,  and  which,  from  that  time,  has 
been  minutely  the  same ;  excepting  only,  that,  in 
1716,  the  governor  was  directed,  by  instructions,. 
not  to  pass  any  laws  that  should  repeal  a  law  con- 
firmed by  the  crown^  without  a  clause  of  suspen- 
sion, or  first  transmitting  the  draff  of  a  bill ;  and; 
in  1734,  this  limitation  was  extended  to  all  laws 
for  repealing  others,  though  such  repealed  law 
should  not  have  been  confirmed  by  the  crown  (bj. 

(h)  Neither  of  these  orders  are  enforced,  except  in  the  cas© 
of  private  bills,  the  assembly  having  constantly  refused  to  admit 
ftuspending  clauses  in  any  publick  act,  and  the  crown  has  long 
iiDce  ^ven  up  the  point.    £U 
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NUMBER  I. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  having  this  day  presented  to 
the  Board  the  ensuing  Report ;  viz. 

May  it  please  your  majesty, 
iV^k  having,  according  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us  in  reference  APPEN* 
to  your  majesty's  plantations,  taken  in  consideration  the  pre-     sZjJ^ 
sent  state  and  government  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  particu- 
iarly  such  matters  as,  from  the  nature  of  affairs  as  they  now 
stand  there,  we  have  judged  necessary  to  be  recommended  to 
the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  whom  your  majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  nominate  and  constitute  govej^ior  of  the 
said  island  -,  apd  having,  afler  several  meetings,  agreed  upon 
the  following  particulars,  we   most  humbly  crave  leave  to  ' 
Jay    them   before   your  majesty,    for  your    royal    determi- 
nation. 

The  first  point  that  did  occur  most  worthy  to  be  considered 
by  us  was,  the  power  and  manner  of  enacting  laws  for  the 
civil,  military,  and  ecclesiastical  government  5  and  upon  taking 
a  view  of  what  has  been  practised  since  your  majesty's  happy 
restoration  in  the  legislative,  we  find,  that  the  methods  and 
authorities  for  the  framing  and  ordaining  the  said  laws  have 
been  only  such  as  were  directed  by  your  royal  commission  unto 
your  majesty's  several  governors,  or  prescribed  by  the  instruc- 
tions given  them  from  time  to  time ;  and  that  as  the  constitu- 
tion s^n(l  exigency  of  affairs  have  often  changed^so  your  majesty 

has 
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^^j^p  has  thought  fit  variously  to  adapt  your  royal  orders  tliereunto  j 
XIV.  and,  by  the  l^t  commission,  given  unto  the  Lord  Vaughan, 
your  majesty  was  pleased  to  empower  hw  lordship,  with  the 
advice  of  your  majesty's  council,  from  time  to  time  to  sum- 
mon general  assemblies  of  freeliolders,  who  have  authority, 
with  the  advipe  and  consent  of  the  governor  and  council,  to 
make  and  ordain  laws  for  the  government  of  the  island  j  which 
laws  are  to  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  two  years,  except  in  the 
mean  time  your  majesty's  pleasure  be  signified  to  the  contrary, 
and  no  longer,  unless  they  be  confirmed  by  your  majesty  with- 
in that  time.  Having,  therefore,  directed  our  thoughts  to* 
wards  th^  cpn^equences  and  eiFecte  whkh  have  been  produ- 
ced, or  may  arise,  from  this  authority  derived  unto  the  said 
freeholders  and  planters,  which  we  observe  to  have  received  a 
daily  increase  by  the  resolutions  they  have  taken,  less  agreeable 
to  your  majesty's  intention,  we  do  most  humbly  offer  our  opi- 
nions, that  the  laws  transmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  which 
are  now  under  consideration  in  order  to  be  enacted  by  your 
majesty,  may  be  intrusted  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
who,  upon  his  arrival  in  the  island,  may  offer  them  unto  the 
next  assembly,  that  they  may  be  consented  unto  as  laws  origin- 
ally coming  from  your  majesty  j  and  that,  for  the  future,  no 
legislative  assembly  be  called  without  your  majesty's  special 
directions  5  but  that,  upon  emergencies,  the  governor  do  ac- 
quaint your  majesty  by  letters  with  the  necessity  of  calling 
such  an  assembly,  and  pray  your  majesty's  consent  and  direc- 
tions for  their  meeting ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  do  present 
unto  your  majesty  a  scheme  of  such  acts  as  he  shall  think  fit 
and  neces9ary,  that  your  majesty  may  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration,  aqd  return  them  in  the  form  wherein  your  majesty 
shall  think  fit  that  they  be  enacted  5  that  the  governor,  upon 
receipt  of  your  majesty's  commands,  shall  then  summon  an 
■  assembly,  and  propose  the  said  laws  for  their  consent,  so  that 
the  same  method  in  legislative  matters  be  made  use  of  in  Ja- 
maica as  in  Ireland,  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  Poyn- 
ings's  law  -,  and  that,  therefore^  the  present  st}'le  of  enacting 
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hws>  By  the  governor,  council,  and  representatives  of  the  com-  A  P  P  E  N- 
mons  assembled,  be  converted  into  the  style  of.  Be  it  enacted 
hy  the  hinges  most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  general  assembly. 

We  are  further  of  opinion^  that  no  escheats,  fines,  forfei- 
tures, or  penalties  be  mentioned  in  the  said  laws  to  be  applied 
to  the  publick  use  of  the  island  5  and  that  your  majesty  do  in- 
struct your  governor  to  dispose  thereof  for  the  support  of  the 
government,  It  is  also  our  opinion,  that  in  all  laws  for  levying 
of  money,  and  raising  a  publick  revenue,  the  clauses  whereby 
the  said  levies  are  appropriated  unto  the*  publick  use  of  the 
.  island,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majesty,  or  unto 
your  majesty  for  the  said  publick  use,  are  so  far  derogatory  to 
your  majesty's  right  of  sovereignty,  that  they  ought  to  be,  for 
the  future,  altered  and  made  agreeable  to  the  style  of  Eng^ 
knd. 

We  do  likewise  offer  it  unto  your  majesty  as  necessary^ 
that  no  minister  be  received  in  Jamaica  without  licence  from 
the  Right  reverend  the  lord  bishop  of  London  5  and  that 
none  having  his  lordship's  licence  be  rejected,  without  suffi- 
cient cause  alleged  5  as  also,  that  in  the  direction  of  all 
church  affairs,  the  ministers  be  admitted  into  the  respective^ 
vestries. 

And  whereas  it  has  upon  some  occasions  proved  inconve- 
nient, that  the  members  of  the  council  have  been  constituted 
by  your  majesty's  commission  ;  we  are  of  opihion,  that,  for  the 
future,  they  be  only  named  in  the  instructions  of  tlie  govern-- 
or  'y  for  the  strengthening  of  whose  authority  under  your  ma- 
jesty we  do  offer,  that  he  may  have  power  to  suspend  any  of 
the  said  members,  if  he  see  just  cause,  without  receiving  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council ;  and  also,  that  none  of  the 
said  so  suspended,  or  by  your  majesty's  order  displaced,  from 
that  trust,  may  be  permitted  to  be  received  into  the  general 
assembly. 

And  whereas  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  welfare  of 
your  majesty's  island,,  than  that  all  means  be  found  out  for  the 

increase 
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CHAP,  increase  of  trade  ;  we  do  ofler,  for  the  encoaiBgement  thereof, 
^^1.  ^t  a  mint  be  allowed  Hi  Jamaica^  in  such  manner  that  no 
prejudice  do  arise  unto  your  majesty  s  other  dommions,  or  that 
what  bullion  is  brought  from  thence  may  be  coined  here  in 
England ;  provided  that  all  such  coins  may  bear  your  majesty's 
royal  superscription,  and  not  be  ii^posed  in  payment  else- 
where. 

All  which>  &c» 

IFtncn, 
Dakby^ 

WomCESTEK, 

Essex, 

Fauconberry, 
Craven, 
H.  Coventry. 
•  Tho.  Dolmax, 

His  majesty,  taking  the  same  in  consideratian,  was  pleased 
to  approve  thereof;  and  did  order,  that  the  Right  honourable 
Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  prepare  a  commission  and  instruc-. 
tions  for  his  majesty*8  royal  signature,  for  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  ■ 
accoixling  to  the  tenor  of  the  said  report. 

NUMBER  II. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  I5th  of  February,  1677-8. 

Present,  th^  King's  Most  Excellent  Migesty  in  Council. 

Upon  reading  at  the  board,  a  report  from  the  Right  ho- 
nourable the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, in  the  words  following : 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 
Having  received,  oo  the  12th  of  January  last  past,  from  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  a  draft  of  a  commis- 
sion and  instructions  for  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  whom  your  majesty 
has  appointed  to  be  your  governor  of  Jamaica  -,  and  having, 

afteif 
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after  several  additions  and  alterations,  remitted  the  «amc  untd  aPPEN- 
Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  on  the  2d  inst.  we  crave  leave  to  offer      I>  I  X. 
to  your  majesty  the  most  material  "points  which  did  occur  unto 
us  upon  perusal  of  the  said  draft  *,  which  are  as  followeth : 

1  St.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  members  of  council  in 
Jamaica  may>  for  the  more  easy  passing  of  laws,  be  admitted 
into  the  assembly,  if  duly  elected  by  the  freeholders  ;  so  we 
cannot  but  advise  your  majesty,  that  as  well  the  menabers  of 
the  said  council  suspended  by  your  maje?ty*8  governor,  as  the 
members  displaced  by  your  majesty,  may  be  rendered  incapa- 
ble  during  such  suspension  of  being  admitted  into  the  as-« 
semblj. 

2d.  That  although  your  majesty  has,  by  an  order  of  the  ' 
l6th  of  November  last  past,  thought  fit  that  no  assembly  be 
called  without  your  majesty's  especial  leave  and  directions  5  we 
think  it  very  important,  for  your  majesty's  service  and  safety  of 
the  island,  that  in  case  of  invasion^  rebellion,  or  some  other 
very  urgent  necessity,  your  majesty's  governor  may  have  power,, 
with  the  consent  of  the  assembly,  to  pass  acts  far  raising  of  , 

money^  to  answer  the  occasions  arising  by  such  urgent  neces- 
sities. ^ 

ad.  That  whereas  hitheirto,  within  your  maje»ty*s  island  of 
Jamaica,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  have  not  beea 
imposed  on  persons  that  bear  any  part  of  the  government,  ex^ 
cept  the  members  and  officers  of  the  council,  and  all  judges 
and  justices ;  so,  for  the  prevention  of  future  inconveniences,, 
and  greater  assur^ee  of  loyalty  towards  your  majesty,  we  are 
humbly  of  pinion,  Aat  all  persons  elected  into  the  assemWy 
shall,  before  their  sitting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  su-' 
premacy,  which  your  majesty's  governor  shall  commissionate 
fit  persons^  under  the  seal  of  the  island>  to  administer  unto 
them,  and  that,  without  taking  the  said  oaths^  none  shall  be  ca'> 
pable  of  sitting,  although  elected. 

We  have  likewise,  pursuant  to  your  majesty's  orders,  pre- 
pared a  body  of  laws,  such  as  the  Right  honourabjte  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle  may  be  empowered  to  carry  with  him,  and  to  offer 

unto 
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cmto  the  asseinbly  of  Jamaica  for  their  consent.  Whereas  W6 
do  not  find,  since  your  fnsyesty's  happy  restbration,  that  arrf 
laws  transmitted  from  yom*  majesty  s  plantations  have  been 
confirmed  by  your  majesty^  eithei"  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, or  any  other  signification  of  your  majesty's  pleasure  (the 
act  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  Caribbee  islands  only 
excepted,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  order  of  council),  and 
the  intended  method  of  enacting  laws  in  Jamaica  hath  not  as 
yet  been  put  in  practice }  we  humbly  crave  your  majesty's 
Toyal  determination,  whether  the  said  laws  shall  pass  only  by 
order  of  yovir  majesty  in  council,  or  under  the  great  seal  of 
England,  that  we  may  accordingly  be  enabled  fitly  to  present 
them  uflto  your  royal  view* 
All  which,  &c» 

His  majes^  was  pleased  to  order^  that  Mr.  Secretary  Co- 
ventry do  prepare  Lord  Carlisle's  commission  and  instructions 
concerning  these  matters  accordingly  3  and  as  for  the  laws  of 
the  said  island,  his  majesty  by  an  order  of  the  board,  hath  been 
pleased  this  day  to  declare  his  pleasure,  that  they  shall  pass 
tmder  the  great  seal  of  England. 

NUMBER  Hi. 

Extratt  of  King  Charles  the  SecontSs  Commission  to  ttie  Eart 
of  Carlisle. 

AND  we  dp  herety  give  and  grant  unto  yoti,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  said  council,  full  power  and  authority,- 
fi-om  time  to  time,  as  need  shall  requirei  to  summon  or  call 
general  assemblies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters  within  tlie 
said  island,  and  other  the  territories  under  your  government^ 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  hath  been  formerly  practised  and 
used  in  the  said  island  of  Jamaica. 

And  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  persons  thereupon 
duly  elected,  and  having  before  their  sitting  taken  the  oaths-  of 
allegiance  and  ^npremacy^  (which  you  shall  commissionat^ 

fit 
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fit'  persons^  under  tke  seal  of  oar  island,  to  adminbter,  and  AFPBM^ 
without  taking  which  none  shall  be  capable  of  sitting,  though 
^elected)  shall  be  called  and  hdd  the  general  assembly  of  tbo 
said  island  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territories  thmon  de« 
pending  5  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  agree  and 
consent  unto  al^such  statute^  and  ordinances  for  the  publick 
peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  said  idand,  and 
other  the  territories  thereon  depending,  and  the  ptiople  and 
inhabitants  thefeof,  and  such  others  as  shall  resort  thereunto, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  having  been' 
by  you,  with  advice  and  consent  of  the  said  council,  framed  and 
transmitted  unto  us,  in  order  to  be  here  enacted,  by  our  givbg 
our  consent  thereunto,  shall  be  l^  us  approved  and  remitted 
unto  you  under  our  great  seal  of  England  ^  which,  said  sta- 
tutes, laws,  and  ordinances,  are  to  be  by  you  framed  as  immt 
as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  our  kii^dooi 
of  England. 

And  we  do  hereby,  nevertheless,  authorize  end  empower' 
you,  in  case  of  invasion,  reteliion,  or  some  very  great  necessity, 
to  pass  an  act  or  acts,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  general 
assembly,  without  transmitting  the  same  first  to  us,  to  raise  mo« 
cey  within  the  said  island,  and  the  territories  within  your  go* 
vemment,  to  answer  the  occasions  arising  by  such  urgent  ne« 
cessities. 

And  we  give  you  likewise  flill  power,  fi-om  time  to  Ume^  9$ 
ywi  shall  judge  it  necessary,  to  dissolve  all  general  assemUies,  , 
as  aforesaid* 

NUMBER  IV. 

Extract^ King Charlei  the  Second: s  Instructione <e  the  Earl 
ofCarHsle. 

AND  whereas  by  our  commission  ife  hlM  directed  thijt, 
fyr  the  future,  no  general  assembly  be  called  without  our  spe* 
dal  directicms ;  but  that,  upon  occasion,  you  do  acquaint  us 
by  letter  with  the  pecessi^  of  calling  iocb  m  asmaUy,  attl 
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€3HAtt     jJmy  our  consent  artd  directions  for  their  meeting*,  you  ahafl/"* 
^\^l_    at  the  same  time,  transmit  unto  us,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  council,  a  drafl  of  auch  acts  as  you  shall  think  fit- 
and  necessary  to  be  passed,  that  we  may  take  the  same  into  our 
consideration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  we  shall  think  fit 
to  be  enacted  i  in  and  upon  the  receipt  of  our  commands,  you  • 
shall  then  sunftmon  an  assemUy,  and  propose  the  said  laws  for 
their  consent. 

And*accordingly  we  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  unto  you 
herewith,  a  certain  body  of  laws,  for  the  use  of  our  said  island, 
A^med  in  pursuance  of  other  laws  transmitted  unto  us  by  for* 
mer  governors,  with  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  we 
have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy-council  here  } 
which,  upon  your  arrival  in  our  said  island,  you  shall  ofier 
unto  the  next  assembly,  that  they  may  be  consented  to  and: 
.  epacted  as  laws  originally  coming  fi-om  us. 

We  are  willing,  nevertheless,  that  in  case  of  invasion,  re« 
hellion,  or  some  very  urgent  necessity,  you  pass  an  act  or  acts, 
with  the  consent  of  the  general  assembly,  v/ithout  transmit- 
ting the  same  first  unto  us,  to  raise  money  within  the  said 
Island,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon^  to  answer  the 
occasions  arising  by  such  urgent  necessities. 
*  And  you  shall  take  care  that  the  present  style  of  enacting 
laws.  By  the  gotfernor,  council,  and  representatives  of  the  com» 
9lU)7i#  assembled,  be  converted  into  the  style  of.  Be  it  enacted 
if  the  king* s  most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  tJt^- 
general  assembly, 

NUMBER  V. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Cariisl$  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Qoventry, 

,  I  HAVE  spoken  with  several  of  the  council,  and  fmd 
tome  of  them  much  dissatbfied  at  the  alterations  in  the  law* 
and  manner' of  passing  them>  particularly  at  the  latter  part  of 
tfie  clause  ifi  the  JDilitlabdl:  '^  hut  that  in  all  things  he  may«: 
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f*  upon  all  occasions  or  emergencies^  act  as  captain-general  aWEN- 
•'  and  governor  in  chitf,  according  to  and  in  pursuance  of  all  ^^^^^ 
"  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  his  majesty's 
*'  commission  -,  ^ny  thing  i|>  this  case,  or  any  other^  to  the 
^'  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding  j**  which  they  ard 
jealous  of,  lest  that  thereby  ti^y  shall  make  it  legal  to  execute 
all  instructions  that  either  are  or  shall  be  sent  to  me^  or  any 
other  succeeding  governor  ^  which  scruple  might  easily  be 
avoided^  but  that  the  great  seal  being  affixed  to  the  laws^  I 
have  no  power  to  make  alteration,  which  I  might  have  done 
poth  to  their  satisfaction  and  the  preservation  of  the  king*t 
rights  The  act  for  the  revenue,  too,  I  fear  will  not  without 
difficulty  pass  -,  but  I  shall  endeavour  all  I  can  to  bring  them 
to  pass,  for  which  I  have  greater  inducements  than  my  being 
here,  without  any  hopes  from  the  present  state  of  the  treasury^ 
'which  is  eadiausted  and  in  debt  for  their  new  fortifications* 


NUMBER  VI. 

Cbpy  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  JYom  the  Bart  of 
Carlisle. 

St.  Jago,  1 1^  September,  I678. 
Sir, 

TH£  assembly  met  pa  the  2d  instant,  and,  I  find,  are  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  alteration  of  the  government,  that  I  ques- 
tion whether  they  will  pass  any  of  these  laws :  they  have  object 
tions  against  several  of  them;  as  the  act  for  the  revenue  that 
U  perpetual,  and  may  be  diverted ;  they  are  nettled  at  the  ex- 
pression in  the  preamble,  that  the  revenue  was  raised  by  the 
governor  and  cbuncil  -,  and  though  they  cannot  deny  it  (o  b#. 
truth,  yet  they  say  that  council  "was  elected  by  the  people,  and> 
though  continued  under  the  name  of  a  council,  yet  was  hi 
effect  an  assembly  of  representatives  of  the  people. 

I  have  given  into  their  hands  a  copy  of  that  act  and  fourteeft 
more,  and  gave  them  liberty  to  compare  them  with  the  ori- 
ginal.   Th0  act  of  militia  and  some  others  I  keep  by  me,  till 

x2  Isee 
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CHAP.    I  see  what  they  will  do  with  those  they  have.    All  the  tctt 
XIV 

mre  not  yet  transcribed ;  ibr  but  one  man  can  write  at  a  time^ 


and  they  are  balky;  but  I  have  enov^h  to  keep  thera  employed. 
The  spesdier  came  to  me  on  Satnrda^>  to  desire  liberty  to  ad- 
journ for  a  few  days>  which  I  consented  to,  and  they  adjourned 
till  Thursday  morning.  Lieut  Col.  Beeston  is  speaker,  who 
I  recommended  to  them  upon  Sir  H.  Morgan's  assurances  that 
be  would  behave  himself  well.  He  hath  the  general  reptite  of 
an  honest  and  (fiscreet  gentleman,  though  he  signed  the  order 
about  the  privateer,  at  which  so  much  ofience  was  taken;  but  I 
am  satisfied  he  was  no  fluther  faulty,  than  in  compljrii^  witk 
the  directions  of  the  assembly :  and  I  the  rather  prq>osed  him 
(whom  they  had  a  mind  to  choose)  to  gain  the  point  quietly 
ef  recommending,  which  my  Lord  Vaughan,  I  am  told,  ne^ 
glectedtodo. 

The  assembly  iq>poiated  a  committee  to  compare  these  lawf 
with  their  former:  it  is  said  they  differ  in  many  things,  espe« 
cially  from  those  laws  last  sent  fixNn  Lord  Vaughan,  which  ar» 
most  usefiiUy  firamed  for  their  present  benefit. 

Popular  discourses  here  as  well  as  in  England;  an4 1  find  i 
few  men's  notions  have  taken,  such  place  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  assembly,  that  they  rather  set  themselves  to  frama 
aiguments  against  the  present  constitution,  than  to  accommo* 
date  things  under  it.  I  cannot  3ret  tell  you  what  course  I 
aball  take  to  remove  this  difficulty  |  but  I  will  do.the  bast  I 
can.  I  find  one  of  the  coundl  more  fiiulty  in  this  than  Bof 
man  in  the  island,  but  am  udwiUiag  to  name  him  till  I  hav^ 
tried  the  utmost  to  reclaim  him. 

Whilst  we  are  here  bu^  about  small  matlets,  I  doubt  your 
lu4ids  art  fiill  of  greater,  and  may  therefore  forget  us*  We 
keor  the  French  and  Dutch  are  agreed* 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mast  humble  servant, 

CARUSLE. 
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NUMBER  VII.  ^^^ 

'Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  the  Committee, 
24th  October,  1678. 
My  Lords, 
I  HAVE  met  with   the   difficulties   here  I  foresaw,  but 
could  neither  avoid  nor  prevent,  in  England.    The  general 
assembly  meeting  on  the  2d  of  September  Jast,  I  recommend- 
ed and  sent  to  them  the  several  bills  I  brought  over  under  the 
great  seal  of  England,  for  their  consent  to  be  enacted  j  but 
being  much  dissatisfied  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  and 
their  losing  their  deliberative  part  of  power  in  altering  and 
amending  laws,  they  would  not  pass  any  one  of  them,  but 
threw  them  all  out  3  but  prepared  an  address,,  with  a  bill  of  im- 
post upon  wines  and  other  strong  liquors  for  one  year,  without 
giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  such  terms  and  form  as  was  not 
fit  for  me  to  pass  it :  but  afterwards  changing  the  style  of 
enacting,  as  directed  in  niy  instructions,  with  some  other 
amendments  to  this  bill,  the  public  necessities  of  the  island^ 
having  contracted  many  debts  from  new  fortifications  and  sa- 
bries  already  due,  requiring  it,  I  gave  tlie  royal  assent ;  and  - 
then,  on  the  12th  this  instant  October,  I  dissolved  them.    My 
earnest  suit  to  all  your  lordships  is,  that  yovCll  please  to  have 
me  in  your  thoughts,  and  the  present  state  of  this  colony  under 
your  IcM'dships  consideration,  for  some  expedient  which  may 
be  elucidatory  to  the  power  given  me  by  my  commission  and 
instructions,  which  may  quiet  the  minds  of  persons  generally 
dissatisfied  in  tliis  island,  which  is  most  certainly  under  the 
greatest  hopes  of  improvement  of  all  the  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  therefore  most  fit  for  to  be  encouraged,  with  the 
king'i  coimtenance  and  support,  with  good  and  ac9eptaUe 
laws. 

What  bills  I  shall  send  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  I  pray 
may  be  dispatched  speedily  when  brought  before  your  iorcU 
ships  and  received;  an  order  to  be  passed  through  all  offices 
without  delay,  being  in  part  of  what  is  so  very  much  wanting 
towards  the  suppoit  of  the  good  govenuuent  of  this  island. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^''0  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  ""' 

CPAP. 

XIV. 

V^V^  NUMBER  Vin. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  the  Committer, 

My  Lords, 

A  FORTNIGHT  ago  I  gave  you  an  account  upon 
what  terms  I  had  parted  with  the  assembly.  I  have  shice 
thoroughly  considered  of  what  might  in  this  place  most  con- 
duce to  his  majesty's  service,  and  could  not  think  of  any  better 
expedient  than  to  send  the  bearer,  Mr.  Atkinson,  to  wait  upon 
your  lordships.  He  was  Secretary  to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  und 
my  Lord  Vaughan,  and  has  been  enough  acquainted  with  all 
imy  proceedings  since  my  arrival,  so  as  perfectly  able  to  satisfy 
your  lordships  in  any  tiling  you  may  desire  to  know  concern* 
ing  the  place,  and  to  lay  before  you  all  the  several  interests  of 
his  majesty  relating  to  it. 

My  lords,  I  find  that  the  present  form  appointed  for  the 
making  and  passing  of  laws,  considering  the  distance  of  tlie 
place,  IS  very  impracticable,  besides  very  distasteful  ta  the 
sense  of  the  people  here,  as  you  may  observe  by  the  assem- 
bly's address  to  me  >  and  if  your  lordships  will  please  to 
move  his  majesty  to  send  me  a  general  iustruction^to  call 
another  assembly,  and  to  re-enact  and  make  what  laws  are  fit 
for  this  place,  I  could  then  order  the  matter  to  conclude  ef- 
fectually to  his  majesty's  service.  I  have,  by  Mr.  Atkinson, 
sent  you  the  drafts  of  such  bills  as  are  the  most  fiindamental, 
and  chiefly  concern  his  majesty's  interest  j  and  I  do  assure 
you,  that  I  will  not  in  any  material  point  vary  from  them. 
He  will,  when  your  lordships  order  him  to  attend  you,  lay 
them  all  before  you,  and,  I  believe,  give  your  lordsliips  such 
thorough  satisfaction,  that  you  wUl  rest  assured  that  what  I  de- 
sire is  for  his  majesty's  service,  and  that  I  shall  be  enough  ena- 
Wed  by  it  to  settle  every  thing  upon  so  good  a  foundation,  that 
neither  his  majesty  nor  your  lordships  will  ever  repent  of  hav- 
ing made  any  deference  to  my  opinion :  id  it,  my  lords,  much 
success  depends  upon  the  dispatch^  and  of  the  circumstances  Mr. 

Atkinson 
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•Atkinson  will  give  you  an  account.  His  6us!ness  )d  wjiofiy  lb  AJ^PJSN- 
•ttend  your  lordships,  and,  I  believe,  he  will  always  be  in  the 
way.  He  has  prayed  me  to  intercede  Wtth  your  lordships,  to 
excuse  what  errors  he  may  commit,  as  having  been  a  West 
Indian  for  these  eight  years  past,  and  do  on  his  behalf  beg  Ihat 
favour  of  your  lordships ;  but  hope  that  he  will  prove  to  di«« 
*«reet,  as  to  give  vour  lordships  no  manner  of  offence.  I 
thought  it  the  readiest  and  best  way  to  have  all  things  rightly 
understood^  and  do  hope  that  issue  will  be  produced  from  it. 
I  am,  your  Lordships*  most 

bumble,  and  obedient  servant; 

CARLISLB 
St.  JagQ  de  fe  Fega,  Nw,  15, 1678, 

NUMBER  IX. 

JExtraet  of  a  litter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  Mr.  $$oretmy 
Cwentry: 

ON  the  2d  of  September  last,  the  general  assembly  met  j 
hai  under  so  much  dissatisfaction  from  the  new  firame  qf  go- 
vernment, and  thtar  losing  their  deliberative  part  of  power^ 
in  framing,  altering,  and  ajueuding  laws,  that  they  spent  ueox 
a  fortnight  very  uneasily  about  some  of  the  laws,  an4  v^-ould 
have  begun  with  the  bill  of  revenue  to  have  thrown  th^t  oijt 
first,  as  a  mark  of  their  disallowing  the  new  method  j^f  gov^riv- 
ment,  being  so  highly  incensed  tlxat  they  were  near  questiopii:^ 
the  king's  power  and  authority  to  do  it :  tnsQ^l^clu  that  I, 
taking  the  maintenance  thereof  to  be  in  my  charge,,  and  finding 
some  of  the  council  equally  disgusted  at  the  change  of  goveri)- 
mient,  and  foreseeing  that  it  was  like  ta  encourage  discontent 
in  the  assembly,  to  take  tbeua  off,  apd  kave  th^  assexpbly*  upcp 
their  humour  by  themselv^,  I  thought  it  absolut^ 

necessary  to  put  this  questiyn  to  eaqh  of  the  ciQunsellors,  jp 
these  words :  '<  Do  you  submit  and  consent  tp  tl^  .prfs«|t 
"  foryn  of  govemmewt  which  his  n^jesty  hath  be^o  plea^d  to 
<<  order  for  this  island  of  Jamaica  r"    T<^  ^vhich'  Jhi^  c\k\^^ 

justice. 
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C9JUUR.  jmlSce,  Cd.  Long,  refbied  to  iti%ww,  with  two  toong  Cat. 
Charles  Whitfield  and  CoL  Thxx^  Froemas.  The  chief- 
justice,  being  a  man  ci  very  great  ii^ueiice  upon  the  a9ieBa« 
liy,  I  pfesently  suspended,  and  gave  the  other  two  (lest  dan- 
gefous)  till  mormi^  to  cimsidar  on  it :  and  then  the  chief* 
justice  sent  to  me  his  submission  under  his  hand,  and  C<J« 
jfreeman  submitted;  but  Cd.  Charles  Whitfield^  otherwise 
a  very  good  man,  went  awaj  into  the  country. 

The  assembly  received  and  eiamined  all  the  laws  I  brou^t 
over,  and  drew  up  their  reasons  against  passing  them;  of  each, 
mai^  were  very  frivolous,  and  the  best  was,  because  they  were 
«ot  compared  with  and  amended  by  the  last  laws  of  my  Lord 
^  Vaughan's,  now  with  you,  and  received  some  two  days  before 
Q^y  coming  away,  the  fleet  then  staying  in  the  downs,  and  my 
departure  much  pressed  upon  the  expectation  of  war.  These 
reasons  against  the  revenue  bill  I  answered  individually ;  but 
BO  moms  or  endeavours  either  I  myself,  the  council,  at  both 
epfuld  use,  would  prevail  with  them  to  pass  any  one  of  them  -, 
and  I  look  upon  this  to  be  their  chief  reason,  that  by  not  pass* 
ing  them  they  might  the  better  shew  their  dislike  of  that  new 
iR»ay  of  government;  though  ihey  upge  this  for  their  enjoying 
a  power  of  altering  and  amending  laws,  the  necessity  of  chan* 
gh^  them  as  often  as  occasions  do  require,  and  the  distance 
itom  this  place  is  so  great,  that  before  the  king*s  approbafsion 
pan  be  obtmned  to  a  law,  and  returned  hither,  it  may  be  fit  ^ 
tiie  pnbBc  good  dther  to  lay  that  law  askle,  or  nnich  to  change 
and  aker  k;  and,  indeed,  m  this  part  of  the  objection  I  think 
they  are  in  the  ri^,  for  that  they  will  want  temporary  laws 
-tiSl  the  colony  be  better  grown :  and,  upon  thorough  eon- 
iideration  o[  the  whole  matter  in  this  part,  I  am  of  opinion  it  is 
tery  advisiMe  and  requisite  that  there  should  be  leave  and 
power  Mm  the  king  to  mskc  laws  (not  relating  to  his  nsa- 
Jesty's  power  or  prerogative)  to  endure  fi>r  some  term  till  his 
yoyalai^nobation  may  be  had  therein;  and  of  this  I  do  earnestly 
estreat  your  care. 

^     Having  used  all  methods  possible  with  the  several  members 
l^rt;,  and  jointly  with  the  bo^  of  fte  assemWy,  for  the  passing 

the 
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the  laws,  1  was^  after  many  conferences  and  debates,  and  se- 
Teral  adjournments,  frustrated,  and  they  threw  them  all  out. 
Afterwards,  in  a  full  body,  by  the  speaker  they  gave  me  the 
inclosed  address,  and  presented  to  me  a  bill  for  a  publick  im- 
post, prepared,  without  giviug  me  notice  thereof,  in  such  terms 
and  ferms  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pass  it  in ;  but  at  last  in 
.some  part  consented  to  such  amendments  as  I  and  the  council 
thought  £t,  changing  the  style  of  enacting  as  directf^  in  my 
iustroctions,  bat  restraining  it  to  one  year,  from  a  fear  that  if 
-they  should  have  made  it  perpetual,  they  should  be  assembled 
no  more,  but  be  governed  by  governor  and  council  as  they  were 
in  Col.  D'Oyky's  time,  when  they  enacted  laws,  not  only  for 
the  revenue  but  other  occasions,  by  governor  and  council,  and 
•some  part  of  Sir  Charles  Lyttl€t4>n*s  time,  as  appears  by  our 
council-'bpok  upon  the  phce  -,  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had 
an  instruction  to  continue  this  reveQue  by  order  of  governor 
and  council,  ihe  assembly  in  his  Hfe-time  passing  it  perpetual ; 
and  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch*s  time  the  assembly  made  it  perpe- 
tual, but,  for  want  of  the  king's  consent,  they  both  are  fallen  5 
but  now,  the  assembly  say,  they  are  of  a  better  understanding 
Uian  to  give  the  reins  out  of  thdr  own  hands* 

To  this  bill,  the  island's  afiah^  being  under  great  pressures 
irom  publick  debts  contracted  for  the  new  fortifications  and 
-salaries  already  due,  I  gave  the  royal  assent 3  and  then,  being 
the  12th  instant,  I  dissolved  them« 

Which  hav'mg  done,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  the  be^ 
'faariour  of  the  assembly  in  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
government  I  stood  chained  with,  most  of  tliem  being  in  mili- 
tary trusts,  I  put  this  question  to  each  of  them :  "  Do  yoa 
*'  submit  to  this  form  of  government  which  his  majesty  hath 
'•  been  pleased  to  order  for  this  island  of  Jamaica  ?**  to  which 
•everal  of  them  neither  gave  me  a  dioirul  nor  cheerfiil  answer  j 
some  did«  aud  at  this  some  ftre  mock  dissatisfied* 
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^^  '  NUMBER  X. 

May  It  pkisc  your  Excclfeney^     . 

WE,  the  members  chosen  by  his  majesty's  writ  to  be  tb© 
general  assembly  for  this  his  bknd  of  Jamaica,  doy  with  a  great 
deal  of  thankfulness,  acknowledge  the  princely  care  which  his 
majesty  hath  been  ever  pleased  to  have  of  this  his  colony,  and 
of  which  your  excellency  hath  likewise  given  to  us  very  late 
and  fresh  assurances :  and,  in  obedience  to  his  majesty's  con- 
mands,  -we  have  perused  the  several  bills  which  your  excellency 
sent  us  5  and,  hanng  duly  examined  the  matters  contained  in 
them,  we  could  not  give  our  consent  to  any  of  them,  there 
being  divers  fundamental  errors,  which  we  particulariy  ob- 
served, and  did  cause  them  to  be  entered  into  our  journal  5  and 
from  the  consideration  of  them  we  cannot  but  reflect,  and  do 
burobly  beg  your  excellency  to  represent  unto  his  most  sacred 
majesty,  the  -great  inconveniencies  which  are  like  to  redound 
unto  this  his  island  by  this  method  and  manner  of  passing  9f 
'laws>  which  is  absolutely  impracticable,  and  will  not  only  tecbd 
to  the  great  discouragement  of  the  present  planters,  but  like- 
wise put  a  very  fatal  stop  to  any  further  pi*osecution  of  the  im* 
provement  of  this  place,  there  being  nothing  that  invites  peop^ie 
•more  to  settle  and  remove  their  &mily  and  stocks  into  this  re- 
mote part  of  the  world,  than  the  assurance  tbey  have  always 
had  of  being  governed  in  such  mamier  as  that  none  of  their 
rights  should  be  lostj  so  long  as  they  were  within  the  dominions 
of  the  kingdom  of  England  :  nor  caa  we  believe  that  his  xqbt 
jesty  would  have  made  this  alteration,  had  he  been  truly  io- 
Ibrmcd  of  his  own  interests,  and  of  that  which  is  proper  and 
natural  for  the  constitution  of  this  island* 

My  lord^  you  that  are  now  our  governor,  and  here  upon 
the  place,  cannot  but  distinguish  both^  and  plainly  see  tb^t 
wliich,  at  great  distance,  is  impossible  to  be  known,  being  al- 
ways distinguished  with  the  false  colours  of  interest  and  de- 
sign. It  is  to  you,  therefore,  we  address  ourselves  5  and  do 
humbly  beg  you  to  assure  his  majesty,  which  we  do  from  the 

bottom 
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V)ttom  of  our  hearts  unfeignedly  declare,  tliat  we  are  his  true,  APPEM* 
faithful,  and  loyal  subjects.  In  tlie  next  place,  sir,  we  humbly  ^^'' 
beg  you  to  lay  before  his  majesty  the  true  condition  of  this 
island,  and  the  several  circumstances  wherein  it  stands :  the 
situation  and  natural  advantages  of  the  place  will  very  pro- 
l^ably,  by  God*s  blessing,  in  a  very  short  time,  make  it  verjr 
t!onsiderable.  It  were  pity,  therefore,  that  any  stop  in  its  in- 
fancy should  be  put  to  it,  which  may  hinder  its  future  growth, 
and  disappoint  those  hopes  which  his  majesty  hath  ever  had, 
and  which  will  no  doubt  of  it  come  to  pass,  that,  if  this  island 
he  encouraged  by  good  government  and  wholesome  laws,  it 
will  effectually  serve  very  many  interests^  both  of  his  majesty's 
crown  and  the  nation*s  trade. 

Sir,  the  present  form  of  the  government,  as  it  is  now  ap- 
pouited,  has  these  plain  and  manifest  inconveniencies  in  it. 

1st.  That  the  distance  of  this  place  renders  it  impossible  to 
be  put  in  practice,  and  does  not  in  any  manner  fall  under  the 
same  consideration  as  Ireland  does,  from  which  we  conclude 
the  example  is  taken. 

2d.  The  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  conse- 
quently the  laws  must  be  adapted  to  the  interest  of  the  place, 
and  must  alter  with  it. 

3d.  It  is  no  small  satisfaction  that  the  people,  by  their  re- 
presentatives, have  a  deliberative  power  in  \he  making  of  laws; 
the  negative  and  barely  resolving  power  being  not  according 
to  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  and  practised  no  where  but  la 
those  commonwealths  where  aristocracy  prevails, 

4th.  This  manner  of  form  of  the  government  brings  all 
•things  absolute,  and  puts  it  into  the  power  of  a  governor  to  do 
what  he  pleases,  which  is  not  his  majesty's  interest,  and  may 
be  a  temptation  for  even  good  men  to  commit  great  partialities 
and  errors. 

j5th.  The  mejiod  whiph  has  been  always  used,  both  In  this 
inland  and  all  other  colonies,  in  the  making  of  laws,  was  a 
greater  security  to  his  majesty's  prerogative  than  the  present 
form  J  for  a  governor  durst  not  consent  to  any  thing  against 
bis  interest}    and  if  he  did,  the  signification  of  the  kings 

pleasure 
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CHAP,   pleasure  determmcd  the  la^s^  so  that  hk  majesty  had  tbcre|i|r 
^^^JI^  a  double  negative. 

♦• 
Thus,  sir,  we  have  truly  laid  before  your  excellency  our  red 
sense  5  and  do  hope  that  your  excealency,  being  thcnrougbly 
satisfied  of  the  mischief  which  will  certainly  arise  to  this  place 
from  the  reasons  we  have  given,  will  in  that  manner  represent 
our  condition  to  his  majesty,  that  he  may  be  thereby  induced 
to  give  an  i^^struction  to  your  excellency,  to  pass  such  laws  at 
are  municipal  and  fit  for  us,  and  in  the  same  manner  which 
has  ever  been  practised  in  this  island  and  other  his  majesty's 
colonies  3  we  having  no  other  claim  in  it  than  to  ex{»ess  oor 
duty  to  the  king,  and  our  unfeigned  service  aad  gratitude  to 
your  excellency,  for  mediating  that  which  is  so  much  for  his 
majesty's  and  the  island's  interest. 

And  we  do  here  likewise  present  tmto  your  excellency  a  bill 
for  the  raising  a  publick  impost  unto  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  for  the  support  of  this  his  government;  and  do 
hereby  beg  your  excellency  to  accept  <rf  it  as  a  real  demonstra- 
tion of  our  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  service  to  your  excellency, 
with  assurance  that  we  shall,  upon  all  occasions,  be  ready  to 
express  such  further  testimonies  of  the  same  as  may  be  suitable 
to  our  duty  and  allegiance. 

NUMBER  XI. 

Aiih^  Court  at  Whitehall,  4th  of  April,  1679. 

Tbesent,  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council* 

Whereas  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  Trade  and  Plantations  did  this  day  make  Report  unt^ 
his  Majesty  in  Council, 

THAT  having,  in  pursuance  ef  his  msijesty^  order,  con^ 
ndered  the  present  state  and  constitution  of  Jamaica,  and  the 
goverument  thereof,  as  it  is  settled  by  his  majesty*s  command^ 
their  lordships  see  no  reasons  why  any  alterations  should  be 

made 
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ttiade  in  the  mWhod  of  malting  laws  according  to  the  psage  of  aPPEN- 
Ireland,  for  which  their  lordships  are  preparing  reasons  to  ^  ' 
evince  the  necessity  and  legality  of  the  same.  And  that 
whereas  a  ship  is  now  lying  in  die  Downs,  bound  fbi*  that  island, 
their  lordships  advise  that  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Secretary 
Coventry  do,  by  this  conveyance,  inform  the  Earl  of  Carlisle 
of  his  majesty's  pleasure  herein,  with  dkections  that  all  things 
be  disposed  to  this  end  ^  and  that,  in  the  n^an  time,  the  pr6- 
•ent  laws  enacted  by  Lord  Vaughan  be  continued  bf  procla* 
mation,  or  otherwise,  until  his  majesty's  pleasure  ^je  furdier 
known ;  as  also  that  his  lordship  do,  by  the  first  conveyance,^ 
tend  over  an  authentick  copy  «f  the  act  for  a  publick  Impost,, 
lately  enacted  there,  according  to  his  lordship's  instructions  for 
nattera  of  that  nature. 

His  majesty,  having  thought  fit  to  approve  diereof,  was 
pleased  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  or<kred,  that  the  Right 
HonouraUe  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  signify  hit 
m^etty's  pleasure  unto  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  according, 
to  the  said  rq>ort» 


NUMBER  Xn, 

^  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  28th  of  Map,  l67g. 

I^SBSKNT,  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  CouociL 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Jlepozt 
iVom  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Com^ 
mittee  for  Trade  and  Plantations^  in  the  words  fol" 
lowing;  viz. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty, 

WE  have,  in  obedience  to  your  ms^sty^s  ^xEttmanda^  ei»^ 
teed  into  the  present  stste  of  your  majesty's  island  of  ^atnaica^ 
iji»  order  10  |)rop(i6e  such  joegni^  as  ma^  put  air«id  to  ibagne^ 

4iscotfrag^uuent 
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(fisooaragement  your  majesty's  good  s objects  there  lie  under  bf . 
,  the  unsettled  condition  thereof,  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  the 
Jaws  lately  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  the  assembly  for 
their  consent  (  at  which  proceedii^  dissatls^iction  appears  to 
have  risen  in  the  manner  foUowing : 

By  the  commissiqn  granted  by  your  ra^esty  unto  the  Lord 
Vaughan  and  several  preceding  governors,  it  was  your  rc^al 
pleasure  to  entrust  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  with  a  power  to 
fiame  and  enact  laws,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  govern-^ 
«r  and  conncil;  which  laws  were  to  continue  in  force  £ot 
the  ^ace  c£  two  years,  .lud  no  looger :  but  so  it  hath  hap*  . 
pened,  that  your  majesty,  finding  the  inconveniencies  which 
did  attend  that  power  and  manner  of  making  laws,  by  the  ir-^ 
regular,  violent,  and  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  assembly^ 
was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  your  privy  council,  to  pro- 
vide, by  the  Earl  of  Carlisle's  commission,  that  no  laws  should 
be  eoKted  in  Jamaica^  but  such  as,  being  framed  by  4he  go* 
Hemor  and  council,  and  transmitted  unto  your  m^esty  for 
joor  rojral  approbation,  were  afterwards  remitted  to  Jamaica, 
and  consented  unto  by  the  assembly  theie  ^  and,  in  pursuance 
theroof,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  carried  over  a  body  of  laws  under 
the  great  seal  of  England  -,  which  law%  upon  his  lordship's 
arrival  there,  have  been  rejected  by  the  general  assembly,  upon 
grounds  and  reasons  contained  in  an  address  to  your  majesty's 
governor^  and  in  divers  letters  received  from  his  lordship  in 
that  behalf. 

J  St.  In  the  first  place,  we  find  they  are  unsatisfied  with 
the  clause  in  the  milit'ia  bill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the 
governor  may,  upon  all  occasions  or  emergencies,  act  as  go-> 
vemor  in  chiefs  according  to  and  in  pursuance  of  a}l  the  powers 
.and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  your  majesty's  commission  ; 
fearing  that  thereby  they  shall  make  it  legal  to  execute  all  in- 
itructions  that  either  are  or  shall  be  sent  your  majesty's  go- 
vernor. 

2dly.  Tb^  have  likewise  rejected  the  bill  for  raising  a  pub-, 
lick  revenge, -as  being  perpetual,  and  liable  (as  they  say)  to  b& 

diverted* 

•/   -  »         ...» 

3dly, 
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'  isdiy.  It*  is  objected,  that  the  said  laws  contain  divers  ftrn^^   A?P£N<- 

DIX 

Hfiental  errors* 

.  4thly.  That  they  wtx^  not  compared  with,  and  amended  by 
the  last  laws  seHt  over  by  Lord  Vaughan. 

5thly.  That  the  distance  of  the  pbce  renders  the  present  me« 
&od  of  passing  laws  wholly  impractioable* 
*  6thly.  lliat  the  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and* 
consequently  the  laws  must  be  adapted  to  the  interest  of  ther 
place,  and  alter  with  it. 

7thly.  That  thereby  the}'  lose  the  satisfaction  of  a  delibera*; 
tive  power  in  making  ia^Vs« 

Sthly.  That  this  form  of  government  renders  your  governors 
absolute.   • 

Qthly.  That  by  the  former  method  of  enacting  laws  your* 
majesty's  prerogative  was  better  secured. 

.  These  being  the  objections  and  pretences  upon  which  the 
assembly  has,  with  so  much  animosity,  proceeded  to  reject  those 
bills  transmitted  by  your  majesty,  we  cannot  but  offer,  for 
your  majesty's  information  and  satisfaction,  such  a  short  an-^ 
twer  thereunto  as  may  not  only  give  a  testimony  of  the  un-/ 
reasonableness  of  their  proceedings,  but  also  furnish  your  go- 
vernor, when  occasion  shall  serve,  with  such  arguments  as 
may  be  fit  to  be  used  in  justification  of  your  majesty *s  con>^ 
mission  and  powers  granted  unto  him. 

1st.  It  is  not  widiout  the  greatest  presumptlcm  that  the)^ 
go  about  to  question  your  majesty's  power  over  the  militia 
\xi  that  island,  since  it  has  been  allowed  and  declared,  even  by 
the  laws  of  this  your  kingdom,  that  the  sole  supreme  govern* 
ment,  command,  and  disposition  of  the  militia,  and  of  aU. 
forces  by  sea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places  of  strength, 
is  residing  in  your  majesty,  within  all  your  majesty's  realms 
and  dominions. 

2d.  The  objection  made  against  the  bill  for  the  public  re- 
TeaHie  nath  as  little  ground,  since  its  bei  g  perpetual  is  no 
more  than  sitthat  was  formerJ[y  offered  by  tl^em  unto  yoi;^ 

majesty. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


%W  mSTOBtCAL  ACCOUNT 

CHAP,  nu^estf^  during  the  govarmnent  of  Sir  Thoftttat  L^cfa^  in 
^^y*  ^^  S2"^®  measure  and  proportion  as  is  now  pr^poMd ;  aor 
can  it  he  diverted^  since  provitioQ  ts  tfaeeabf  expreasly  tDade^ 
that  the  same  shall  be  for  the  belter  f«]pfx>rt  of  that  govern'^ 
meat  ^  besides,  that  it  b  not  tiutable  to  the  ^uty  and  no* 
desty  of  subjects,  to  smpect  jrour  majestjr^s  justice  or  care  £>r 
the  government  of  that  coton^,  whose  settlement  and  preser- 
vation have  been  nxist  porticularljF. earned  on  by  your  ma* 
jestyV  tender  regard,  and  tyy  the  great  eiqpence  of  your  own 
treasure^ 

3d.  It  cannot  with  inj  truth  be  said,  that  these  laws  coti* 
tain  many  and  great  errors,  nothing  having  been  done  therein 
but  In  pursuance  of  former  laws,  at  divers  times  e.iacted  by* 
the  assembly,  and  with  the  advice  of  your  majesty's  privy 
council,  as  well  as  the  opinion  and  approbation  of  your  at-f 
torney-general,  upon  perusal  of  the  same. 

4th.  To  the  fourth  objection  it  may  be  answei^  that,  if 
finy  thing  had  been  found  of  moment  or  importance  in  thcr 
last  parcel  of  laws  transmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaugfaan,  youi^ 
majesty's  tender  care  of  your  subjects'  welfare  would  haw 
been  such  as  not  to  have  sent  those  bills  imperfect,  or  defective 
in  any  necessary  matter* 

5th.    As 'to  the  distance  of  the  {^ace,  which  readers  (at 

tiiey  say)  the  present  method  of  making  laws  altogether  mk* 

practicable,  your  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  regulate 

-    the  same,  by  the  advice  of  your  privy  council,  according  to 

the  usage  of  Ireland,  such  care  was  t^en  as  that  no  law 

might  be  wanting  which  might  conduce  to  the  well-being 

cf  the  piantatipn,  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which 

ia  all  ^mer  governments  had  been  thought  necessary  -,  nor 

ia  it  likely  that  this  colony  b  subject  to  greater  accidenttf 

iban  your  kingdom  of  Ireknd,  so  as  to  require  a  more  fre^ 

V    quent  and  sudden  change  of  laws  in  other  cases  than  such  at 

are  already  provided  for  upon    emergencies,   or   in   other 

manner  than  is    directed    by   ycrar    majesty's   commission  f 

whereby  the  inhabitants  have  ftee  access  to  niafeg  comphinia 

,    i  to 
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^  your  goveifnor  and  council,  of  ahy  defect  \h  atf  old  la#,   A^PEN*- 
t>r  to  give  reasons  for  any  new  one,  whichi  being  modelled    v,^,^-^ 
by  the  governor  and  council  into  form  of  lav^,  aild  transmitted 
unto  your  majesty)  if  by  your  majesty  aud  council  found  fea-^ 
•onable,  may  be  transmitted  back  thither  to  be  enacted  accord* 
ingly. 

6th.  It  was  sufficiently  apparent  unto  your  majesty>  that 
laws  must  alter  with  the  Interest  of  the  plaee>  when  you; 
were  graciously  pleased  to  lodge  such  a  power  In  that  govern-* 
ment^  as  might  not  only>  from  time  to  time,  with  your  ma-i 
jesty's  approbation,  and  by  the  advide  both  of  your  privy* 
council  here  and  of  the  governor  and  cduftcil  there,  Enable 
the  assembly  to  enact  new  laws  answerable  to  their  growirig^ 
hecessitiesy  but  eveJn^  upon  urgent  occasions>  to  pr6vide>  by 
raising  money,  for  the  security  of  the  island^  without  attend<« 
Ing  your  majesty's  orders  or  consent. 

7th.'  It  is  not-  to  be  doubted*  but  the  assembly  have 
endeavoured  to  grasp  all  power,  as  well  as  that  of  a  delibe^ 
rative  voice,  in  making  laws  :  but  how  far  they  have  therdb^ 
intrenched  upon  your  majesty's  prerogative,  and  exceeded  the 
bounds  oftlieir  duty  and  loyalty,  upon  this  pretence,  may 
appear  by  tlieir  late  exorbitant  and  uft  warrantable  proceed* 
ings  during  the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  in  order- 
ing and.  signing  a  warrant  under  the  marshal  of  the  isiand> 
your  majesty's  officer  of  justice,  for  the  stopping  and  pre* 
venting  the  execution  of  a  sentence  passed,  according  to  the 
ordinary  forms  .of  law,  upon  a  notorious  pirate  and  disturbet 
of  your  majesty's  peace ;  and  they  have  further  taken  upon 
them,  by  virtu6  of  this  deliberative  power,  to  make  laws  con- 
trary to  those  of  England,  and  to  imprison  your  majesty's 
subjects ',  nor  have  they  forborne  to  raise  money  by  public 
acts,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  according  to  their  will  and 
pleasure,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majesty>  which 
has  never  in  like  case  been  practised  in  any  of  your  majesty's 
kingdoms.  How  far,  therefore,  it  is  fit  to  intrust  them  with 
fi  power  which  they  have  thus  abused,  and  to  which  they 
Vol..  III.  Y  have 
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CHAP,  bare  oo  prdefisioD  of  right,  was  the  subject  of  your  majestf^ 
^  nyjral  comtnissiofiy  when  yoa  were  pleased  to  put  a  restrainr 
upon  those  enonnitM^  and  to  tsd^e  the  reins  of  govenimenC 
into  your  own  bands^  which  they,  in  express  words,  against 
their  duty  and  dlegiance,  kwe  cfaailmged  and  refused  to  pare 
with. 

8th.  It  cannot  with  any  troth  be  supposed,  that,  by  th* 
present  form  of  govenunent,  the  govenun-  is  rendered  ahso-. 
lute,  since  he  is  now,  more  than  ever,  become  accotrntabl* 
imto  yoor  majesty  of  all  his  most  important  deliberadooa 
and  actions,  and  is  not  warranted  to  do  any  thing  but  accord- 
ing to  law  and  yocn:  majesty's  conunission  and  instructioDs, 
py&a  by  advice  of  your  priry  council, 

gth.  And  whelher  your  m^esty*s  prerogative  is*  jMrcjudiced 
by  the  present  oMistructions,  is  more  the  concernment  of 
your  majesty,  a^d  subjfe*  rf  your  ow»  caie,  thas  of  their 
considerations* 

Lastly,  and  in  genend:  We  tRuasbly  conccire,  that  ft  would 
br  a  great  satisfaction  to  your  subjects  there  inhalnlai^,  and 
an  invitation  to  stwngeis,  when  they  shall  know  what  lawt 
they  ^«  to  be  governed  bf,  and  agrcat  ease  to  the  pknterip. 
net  to  be  eon^noally  obliged  to  attend  the  assembaes  to  re« 
enact  dd  laws,  whitH  yoBuc  m^^  has  now  thought  it,  in 
9  proper  form,  ta  ascertain^  and  establisfaj  whereas  the  late 
power  of  making  temp«raiy  laws  could  be  nnderstood  to  be 
#f  no  longer  continuance  Aaa  until  sncb  wfielesome  laws, 
founded  upon  so  many  years  ci^)erienee;  should  be  agreed 
^n  by  the  pec^e,  and  finaHy  enacted  by  your  majesty,  inr 
such  manner  as  hath  been  practised  in  either  of  your  majesty's 
dominions  to  which  your  English  subjcQts  have  traiteplante* 
lliemselves.     For  as  they  cannot  pretend  to  forther  privi-r 
leges  than  hsv&  been  granted  to  them,  either  by  charter  or 
some  aolenwi  act  under  your  gi-eat  sealy  so,  having  from  the 
first  beginning  of  that  plantaktion  been   governed  by  suck 
instructions  as  were  given  by  your  majesty  unto  your  govern*- 
ers,   according  to    the  power  your  majesty  had  originally 
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met  ihem^  and  which  you  hare  by  no  one  authentic  act  ^w  AWtlff« 
yet  parted  with^  and,  having  never  had  any  other  right  to 
assemblies  than  from  the  permission  of  the  governors^  and 
that  only  tempcMrary  and  for  probation,  it  is  to  be  wondered 
how  they  should  presume  to  provoke  your  majesty,  by  pre* 
tending  a  right  to  that  which  hath  been  allowed  them  merely 
out  of  favour,  and  discourage  your  majesty  firOm  future 
favours  of  that  kind,  when  what  your  majesty  ordered  for  a 
temporary  experiment,  to  see  what  form  would  best  suit  die 
lafety  and  interest  of  the  island,  shall  be  construed  to  be  a 
total  resignation  of  the  power  inherent  in  your  majesty,  and 
a  devolution  of  it  to  themselves  and  their  wills,  widiout 
which  neither  law  nor  government,  the  essential  ingredients 
of  their  subsistence  ^d  well-beinig,  may  take  place  among 
them, 

Since»  therefore,  it  is  evident^  that  the  assembly  of  Jamaica 
bave,  without  any  just  grounds,  and  with  so  much  animosity 
and  undtttifuiness,  proceeded  to  reject  the  marks  of  your 
majesty's  favour  towards  them,  and  that  your  majesty^a 
vesohktionft  in  thb  case  are  like  to  be  the  measure  of  respect 
and  obedience  to  yoor  tojfl  commands  in  other  cc^cmies ; 
we  can  only  eSer,  at  a  cure  for  irregtdarities  past  and  a 
lemedy  against  all  furtfier  inconireniencies,  that  your  majesty 
would  i^ease  to  antborize  and  empower  your  governor  to 
•all  another  assembly,  and  to  represent  unto  them  the  great 
coinvenienCe  and  expediency  of  accepting  and  consenting 
Unto  such  laws  as  your  majesty  has  under  your  great  sedL 
transmitted  unto  them  5  and  that>  in  case  of  refusal,  his  lord« 
ahlp  be  ^Mnished  with  sruch  powers  as  were  formerly  given 
unto  Col.  D*Oyley,  your  first  governor  of  Jamaica,  and 
aince  unto  other  governors,  wherdby  his  lordship  may  be 
enabled  to  govern  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  where 
the  different  nature  and  constitution  of  that  colony  may  con^ 
veniently  permit  the  same  ^  and,  in  oth^  cases  to  act,  with 
Che  advice  of  the  council^   in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
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hdd  necessary  aod  proper  for  the  good  government  of  that, 
plantation,  until  your  niiajesty's  further  orders ;  and  that,  by 
all  opportunities  of  conreyance,  the  governor  do  give  yoitf 
nnajesty  a  constant  and  particular  account  of  all  his  proceed* 
iDgs^  in  pursuance  of  your  iastructions  hereiiu 

All  which  is  most  humbly  sabmittecf^  &c^* 

Upon  reading  of  which  report^  and  full  debate  thereupoi^ 
his  majesty  was  pleased  to  approve  the  same  -,  and  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  is  hereby 
durected  to  prepare  such  suitable  orders  and  instructions' 
as  may  answer  the  several  parts  and^  advices  contained'^ 
m  the  said  reports 

Robert  SouthwdL 

NUMBER  Xlir. 

tixtract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  Earl  of  CarUsle. 

AFTER  our  very  hearty  commendation  unto  your  lord- 
ship, we  have  received  two  letters  from  yon,  the  one  of  th^ 
!Mtli  of  October,  the  other  of  the  1 5 tb  of  November,  l678j 
both  of  which  gave  us  an  account  of  the  distaste  the  assembly 
bad  expressed  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  and  of  their 
throwing  out  all  the  bills  transmitted  under  the  great  seal  f 
and  your  lordship  having  therein  recommended  unto  us  the- 
speedy  dispatch  of  the  bills  sent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry, 
for  passing  them  through  the  ofKces  here,  we  did  thereupon 
take  the  same  into  our  consideration :  but  finding  that  they 
contained  such  clauses   as  we  had  formerly  (your  lordship 
being  present)  disallowed  in  the  laws  enacted  by  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  as  most  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's  rights  and  pre-- 
rogative,  one  of  them  appropriating  and  disposing  of  the  quit* 
rents  in  the  same  terms  as  was  formerly  done,  so  much  to  hi» 
majesty's    dissatisfaction ;    another,    decliring    the   laws  of 
Dngland  to  be  in  force,  which  clause  (your  lordsiiip  cannot 
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%at  Temem'ber)  was  postponed  here,  Mpen  very  serious  deii-  APPEH- 
beration ;  besides  divers  other  particulars,  altogether  unfit  to 
be  passed  by  his  majesty :  we  have,  withal,  perused  the  several 
letters  which  your  lordship  had  written  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Covjentry,  ki  i-ek4:ion  to  your  government :  and  as  for  tk^ 
laws,  we  could  not  advise  his  majesty  to  proceed  in  any 
other  manner,  than  by  giving  power  to  call  another  assembly, 
and  to  offer  unto  them  the  same  laws  your  lordship  carried 
over,  as  being  the  most  usefully  framed  and  settled  for  the 
;good  of  the  island  and  his  majesty's  service  ;*  ^id  .that,  in 
case  of  refusal,  you  might  be  enabled  to  govern  according  to 
commissions  and  instructions  given  unto  former  governors,  as 
your  lordship  will  mope  fully  understand  by  our  report  lyjito 
his  majesty,  and  the  order  of  council  thereupon,  to  which 
we  refer  your  lordship,  as  setting  forth  at  large  the  grounds 
and  reasons  induc.ii;\g  the  resolutions  j^is  majesty  has  now 


NUMBER.  XIV. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  Mr,  Secretary 
Copentrp, 

St.  Jag9  de  la  V^a,  ZOth  Aug.  l67g. 

YOUR  packet  by  Captain  Buckingham,  having  inclosed 
his  r^^jesty's  letter  of  the  31st  of  May  last,  and  an  order  lA 
council  of  the  28tli  of  May,  1679,  together  with  the  animad* 
versions  of  the  council  upon  several  points  of  the  22d  of 
May  last,  and  two  letters  from  yourself,  I  received  the 
26th  inst.  at  night.  The  next  morning  I  read  them  in 
councij.  Th^  assembly  then  having  sat  some  seven  days,  to 
renew  the  biH  for  a  revenue,  the  last  being  jq^t  expiring,  J 
sent  for  the  general  assembly,  and  read  the  order  of  council 
and  the  king's  letter  thereupon  to  theqi,  which  1  hope  will 
have  some  good  effect ,  but  they  came  in  as  good  time  so 
much  contrary  to  their  p^pectatio^,    I  bcrt witf*  siod  you  ^ 
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CHAP  copy  of  their  address  thereupon^  which  they  presented  to  m« 
the  28th ;  and  finding  them  nettled  and  warm^  I  thought  ii 
discretion  to  let  them  take  time  to  digest  their  thoughts ;  and^ 
having  continued  the  revenue  bill  for  six  months  longer  from 
the  1st  of  September  next,  I  passed  it^  and  then  prorogue4 
tjbfim  till  the  28tb  of  October  following. 

NUMBER  XV. 

f>IE  VENERIS. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Martyn*s  ae« 
counts  reported,  that  Mr.  Martyn>  appearing  before  them,  said^ 
that  my  lo^d  had  ordered  him  to  come  and  tell  them,  that, 
both  from  the  king  and  from  my  lord,  he  was  not  obliged  to 
shew  his  accounts  to  the  assembly ;  but  that  he  had  given 
them  unto  my  lord,  and  his  excellency  had  told  him,  that,  if 
any  of  the  assembly  had  a  mind  to  see  them,  they  might  see 
them  there. 

The  house,  considering  the  tetnm  of  the  committee 
erdcted  to  inspect  Mr.'  Martyn*s  accounts,  re-assumed  tlmt 
debate,  and  thereupon  did  vote,  that,  notwithstanding  my 
lor^ii's  aps^i^  by  Mr.  Martyo  to  that  committee,  it  was  and 
h  their  undoubted  and  inherent  right,  that  as  all  bills  for 
Bioney  ought  and^do  arise  in  their  house^  so  they  ought  tQ 
^>p<Mnt  the  disposal  of  it^  and  to  receive  and  examine  all  tbQ 
accounts  concerning  the  same. 

Vfrm  Cpfia* 

Ilowi.;i^W  Powifli, 
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NUMBER  XVI^ 

fbttract  of  a  Letter  fr<m  the  Earl  tf  Carlisle  to  the  Gonmittee. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  15th  Sept.  1^7^. 

My  Lords, 
YOUR  lordships  letters  of  tbe  25th  of  March,  4th  of  ApriU 
«iid  3 1st  of  May  last,  I  received  on  the  2^th  of  August,  as 
also  your  lordships  orders  and  reports  to  his  majesty,  touch* 
ing  the  laws  and  government  of  Jamaica ;  which  I  commu«' 
nicated  to  the  council  (the  assembly  then  sitting  to  continue 
the  revenue  bill,  expiring  the  2d  ofS^ember)  on  the  27th 
of  August;  and  afterwards,  the  s3me  day,  I  communicated, 
the  council  being  present,  his  Majest/s  letter  of  the  31st  c^ 
May  .last,  and  your  lordships  order  and  rqiort  of  the  same 
ilate,  to  the  assembly  5  which  came  to  me  as  seasonably  as 
they  receive  them  surprisedly,  m^ing  me  the  liext  inornin j 
the  inclpsed  address  3  upon  which,  having  pe^ssed  a  bill  of 
impost  for  six  nK»Qths,  I  prorogued  them,  by  advice  of  the 
council,  till  the  28th  of  October  next,  hoping  in  that  time 
they  would  &U  of  their  heat,  and,  upon  recollection,  better 
bethink  themselves  of  th^ir  duties  and  allegiahce,  and  upon 
my  offering  them  agma  the  laws,  which  I  propose  to  do  upon 
their  first  meeting,  better  demonstrate  their  obedience  by 
f^padily  giving  their  consent  that  they  might  be  enacted. 

But,  from  what  I  can  learn  from  the  chief  leaders  among 
i&em,  I  find  the  same  averseness  as  form^Jy,  averring  that 
they  will  submit  to  wear,  but  never  consent  to  make,  qhains, 
aa  they  term  this  frame  of  government,  for  their  posterities ; 
so  that  I  scarce  expect  better  success  3  of  which  I  have  writ 
91  large  toMs.  Secretary  Coventry. 
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NUMBER  XVII. 


CHAP. 
XIV. 


Extract  »f  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  Mr,  Secretary 
Coventry, 

St,  Jago  de  la  Fega,  234  November,  l6jg. 
Sir, 

T3IE  assembly  meeting  on  the  28th  of  October,  I,  witl| 
the  council,  went  to  them ;  commanded  the  council^  report 
^f  the  29th  of  May,  and  his  majesty's  letter  of  the  31st  of 
"i^sff  last,  to  \^  read  again  to  them ;  pressed  them  very  much 
to  consider  how  muqh  it  imported  at  this  juncture  for  the 
yiterest  of  the  island,  that  they  ihould  pass  these  laws  I 
brought  to  them  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  or  at  least 
part  of  them  5  desiring  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  assem- 
bly would  there  and  thei;i  argue  the  reasonableness  of  their 
objection,  which  none  of  th^m  vfo\il4  undertake ;  and  so  I 
Jeft  the  body  of  laws  with  them.  Ttey  haying  the  last 
lession  passed  a  vote,  that  the  Raising  money  apd  disiposing  of 
it,  was  the  inherent  right  of  the  assembly  (of  which  I  had  no 
account  either  from  the  ipemb^rs  or  their  speaker,  in  four- 
teen days  afterwards,  they  presuming  it  to  be  their  privilege 
that  their  proceedings  should  be  kept  secret  from,  m^)  I  then 
appointed  and  swore  them  a  clerk,  which  before  used  ta  be  of 
^heir  own  choice  -,  and  this  they  are  very  uneasy  under. 

They  proceeded  to  read  over  the  body  of  laws :  i^otwithr- 
standing  the  great  care,  pains,  and  trouble  I  had  taken  with 
them,  both  apart  individually  as  well  as  assembled  togetheii, 
they  threw  out  and  rejected  all  the  laws,  again  adhering  to 
thei^  former  reasons^  rather  than  admitting  or  honouring  those 
^om  their  lordships  for  rules  of  obedience. 

I  thereupon  presently,  with  the  council^  framed  a  bill  of 
revenue  indefinite,  and  sent  that  to  them :  but  that  had  no 
better  success;  and  they  then  attended  me  with  theaddress^^ 
to  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  which  I  herewith  send  you  ^ 
|3  aXso  the  humble  desire  of  justificatipn  of  his  majesty*^ 

CQiWiciJ 
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(Council  thereupon,  which  I  and  they  earnestly  desire  ypur  AFPEN- 
favour  in  humbly  presenting  to  his  majesty,  being  unani*  l,^!^^ 
ynously  agreed  to  by  all  the  council :  but  CoL  Samuel  Long 
(chief-justice  of  the  island,  whom  I  have  found  all  along  since 
my  arrival  here  to  be  a  most  pertinacious  abettor  and  che- 
risher  of  the  assembly*s  stubbornness  in  opposing  this  new 
frame  of  government,  having  had  a  hand,  being  their  speaker, 
in  the  leaving  the  king's  name  out  of  the  revenue  bill)  re^. 
fuses  to  join  with  the  council  in  this  their  genuine  act,  and  has 
sufficiently  possessed  himself  of  the  opinion  of  the  assembly, 
by  advising  and  assisting  them  in  the  framing  of  tlieir  address : 
thinking  their  resolutions  to  be  unalterable  as  his  own,  he  is 
withdrawn  to  his  plantation,  some  thirfy  miles  off  from  this 
town,  where  at  this  juncture  we  have  most  need  of  council. 

Upon  seriojis  and  deliberate  consideration  of  all  which,  I 
have  sent  him  his  quietus;  and  appointed  Col.  Robert  Bynd* 
loss  chief-justice  in  his  place,  of  whose  fidelity  to  the  liing*^ 
interest  I  have  many  proofs,  having  formerly  executed  the 
place,  and  was  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court. 

I  have  also  suspended  Col.  Long  from  being  one  of  th^ 
council,  purposing,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  bring  or 
send  him,  with  six  more  of  the  assembly,  to  attend  the  king 
and  council  in  England  to  support  their  own  opinions,  reasons, 
and  address,  wherein  they  are  not  ordinaiily  positive  j  and  this 
I  do  from  the  council  here  unanimously  agreeing,  that  there  is 
no  other  nor  better  expedient  for  the  settlement  of  this  govenn  , 

inent  to  a  general  consent. 

NUMBER  XVIII. 

f^traot  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  the  Committee. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  23d  Nov,  1679. 

My  Lords, 

MINE  of  the  tenth  of  September  last  to  your  lordships  I 
hope  you  have  received  5  and  what  I  therein  sent  your  lord* 
-    -  ship. 
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CHAP,   ships,  as  my  conjectures  in  prospect,  since  the  general  assetnUy'f 
^I^!Xl^  meeting,  on  the  28th  of  October  last,  have  found  to  be.ng 
vain  prophecy. 

Upon  the  assembly's  meeting  on  that  day,  I,  urith  the 
council,  went  to  the  place  where  they  were  met,  and  ag»D» 
in  the  presence  of  the  council  and  the  assembly,  commanded 
to  be  read  your  lordship's  report  of  the  28th  of  May  last  past 
made  to  his  majesty,  as  also  his  majesty's  commands  to  mj* 
ielf  of  die  31st  of  the  same;  and  thereupon  ofiered  to  the 
assembly  the  body  of  laws  brought  over  under  the  great  sea) 
of  England  for  their  consent ;  at  the  same  t'mie  declaring  tQ 
them  the  great  expediency  it  would  be  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
island,  and  reason  to  persuade  his  majesty  th^  were  another 
people  than  represented  at  home;  that  it  would  induce  the 
lung  to  gratify  them  in  what  was  necessary ;  ai)d  that,  other- 
wise,  they  could  not  appear  but  lA  great  contempt,  to  the 
lessening  of  the  island's  interest  in  his  royal  favour :  and  what 
I  urged  in  general  to  them  at  their  meeting,  I  had  not  been 
wanting .  to  press  to  them  apart  individusdly  before  it :  then 
twore  them  a  clerk  of  my  appointing,  which  they  took  not 
well,  alledging  it  was  their  right  to  choose  tbetr  own  clerks 
I  told  them  no :  for  that  the  king  did  grant  by  patent  the 
clerk  of  the  ptu-liament,  so  that  they  were  uneasily  over* 
ruled.  The  reason  of  my  doing  this  was  from  thdr  having  as 
^  opinion  that  the  votes  of  the  house  should  be  kept  a  secret 

from  me,  and  their  passing  a  vote  the  former  sessions,  that  tf 
raise  money,  and  dispose  of  the  same,  was  a  ri^  inherent  i« 
the  assembly,  of  which  I  had  no  notice,  in  some  fourteen  days 
after,  from  any  of  them  or  then:  speaker, 

I  much  urged  the  whole  assembly  freely  to  ai|^,  in  the 
presence  of  the  council  and  their  own  members,  for  the  rea» 
spnableness  of  the  matter  conmianded  by  the  king,  that,  upon 
their  discoursing  it  openjy  and  freely,  they  might  be  the  better 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  their  being  dutiful  th^ein  :  but 
none  of  them,  in  my  presence  and  the  councirs,  would  under* 
lake  it;  so  we  lefr  them^  and  the  body  of  laws  with  them. 
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Some  days  they  spent  in  reading  over  again  the  body  of  laws  APPEN^* 
under  the  gre^t  seal  left  with  them  j  but  rejected  the  many 
arguments  I  had  laboured  them  with>  and  threw  all  the  lawi 
out  again :  whereupon  they  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up 
an  address,  to  be  presented  by  me  to  his  majesty  on  their  be- 
half :  and  in  that  time,  with  the  council,  I  drew  a  bill  of  re* 
vem^  kidefinitely,  and  gave  it  myself  to  their  speaker  j  but 
that  bill  had  no  better  success,  but  was  rejected  also. 

Upon  this,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  speaker  and  assemblj 
being  sent  for  to  attend  me  in  council,  to  shew  cause  why  thejr 
did  reject  the  bUl  of  revenue  so  framed  by  us  in  pursuance  of 
his  majesty's  pleasure  therein,  they  gave  me  no  ^swer ;  but^ 
by  their  speaker,  desired  to  present  to  me  their  address,  the 
speaker  contending  to  give  it  its  due  accent  by  reading  it  hinv- 
$elf  5  a  copy  whereof  is  here  sent  inclosed. 

This  address  is  founded  greatly  upon  the  advice  of  Lieute- 
mnt-Colonel  Samuel  Long,  chief-justice  of  the  island,  and 
one  of  the  king's  council,  who  principally  contends  for  the  okl 
frame  of  government,  of  whom  the  assembly  is  highly  opi- 
niated,  and  esteem  him  the  patron  of  tlieir  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  Englishmen,  who  had  a  hand  in  leaving  the  kings 
liame  out  of.  the  revenue  bill,  being  then  speaker,  and  denies . 
not  his  having  a  hand  in  framing  and  advising  some  parts  of 
the  address,  which  in  whole  is  not  truth ;  for, 

1st,  Whereas  they  alledge,  that  the  civil  government  com* 
menced  in  my  Lord  Windsor*8  time  5  it  is  generally  known 
and  recorded  in  our  council-book,  fifteen  months  before,  in 
Colonel  D'Oyley's  time,  and  will  be  proved  by  Sir  Thomas 
X^ynch,  who  then  himself  had  an  occasion  of  a  trial  by  jury, 
the  foreman  of  which  was  Colonel  Byndloss. 

2dly.  They  alledge  the  readiness  of  governors  to  use  mar- 
tial law,  particularly  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch's  time  5  which  is 
here  contradicted,  for  there  was  only  an  ord^  in  council  for 
the  putting  it  in  force  upon  condition  of  any  actual  descent 
or  invasion,  and  not  otherwise^  neither  was  it  on  foot  really 
all  this  time  here,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  upon  good  en- 
quiry. 

3dly..  As 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^l  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 

CHAP,        3(Jly.  As  for  its  being  m  force  ki  my  time,  it  was  not  fironi 
my  affecting,  but  the  council  advising  and  tlieir  desiriDgitj 


jn^r^r^ 


as  also  the  putting  off  the  Courts  till  February,  in  favour  gene-^ 
rally  of  the  planters.  Then,  for  their  alledging  so  much  to 
be  done  during  the  martial  law,  wholly  at  the  charge  of  the 
country  5  that  it  is  done  is  <rue,  but  the  charge  thereof  they 
would  clog  the  revenue  bill  with,  amounting  to  twelve  hun*^ 
dred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  when,  communibus  annis,  the 
bill  of  impost  is  but  fifteen  hundred  pounds  ;  of  which  twelve 
hundred  and  tweaty-eight  pounds  there  is  not  yet  made  pay». 
ment  of  one  farthing,  nor  any  prospect  how  it  may,  since  the 
revenue  is  so  much  anticipated  from  the  want  of  money  in 
the  treasury,  occasioned  by  my  Lord  Vaugban's  letting  fell  th|^ 
bill  of  revenue  before  his  departure, 

NUMBER  XIX. 

To  his  Excellency  Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle^  captain- general, 
g^ernor,  and  commander  in  chief  of  his  majeaty^s  island  of 
Jamaica,  8ic. 

The  humble  address  of  the  assembly  of  this  his  majesty  s  island, 
in  answer  to  the  report  of  the  right  honourable  the  lordg 
of  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  made  to  hit 
majesty* s  council:  which  we  entreat  his  excellency  may 
]be  humbly  presented  to  his  most  sacred  majesty  and  hxB 
eouncil. 

WE,  his  majesty's  most  loyal  and  obedient  subjects,  the 
tssembly  of  this  his  island  of  Jamaica,  cannot  without  infinite 
grief  of  mind  read  the  report  made  to  his  majesty  by  the 
Tight  honourable'  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and 
plantations  J  wherein,  by  the  relations  made  by  their  lord- 
chips  unto  his  majesty,  they  haye  represented  us  as  a  people 
full  of  animosity,  unreasonable,  irregular,  violent,  undutifnl, 
and  transgressing  both  the  bounds  o£  duly  and  loyalty  5  the  bit- 
terness of  which  characters  were  we  i^  the  least  part  conficious 
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Id  hnve  deiefved,  we  should,  like  Job,  have  said,  ''  ^eholdiwe  APPEN- 
'*  we  vik;  what  ilwll  we  answer?  we  will  lay  our  hands  upon 
*'  mrmouthsr 

But,  lest  our  silence  should  ai'gue  our  gmlt,  we  shall,  in  all 
humility,  endeavour  to  make  appear  we  have  always  demeaned 
•  ourselves  as  becometh  good  and  obediertt  svU>jects,  and  thosQ| 
wlvat  acknowledge  and  are  truly  sensible  of  the  snany  fevouii 
received  from  his  majesty  j  the  truth  of  which  resting  only  oxk 
matter  of  fact  being  related,  and  the  false  colours  which  hi- 
therto have  been  thrown  on  us  being  washed  off,  we  shall  not 
4oubt  but  his  majesty  will  soon  entertain  a  better  opinion  of 
his  subjects  of  this  island. 

We  nlust,  tlmrefore,  humbly  beg  that  his  majesty  will  with 
patience  be  pleased  to  hear  the  account  of  our  proceedings  ^ 
which  truly  to  manifest  we  must  be  forced  to  look  back  so  far 
as  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton's  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  entrance 
upon  their  government : 

At  which  time,  we  humbly  coRceive,  the  island  began  really 
to  take  up  the  form  of  a  civil  government,  and  wholly  to  lay 
aside  tliat  of  an  army,  whichy  until  that  time,  was  deemed 
the  supreme  authority  j  when  after,  upon  their  several  ar- 
rivals,^ by  order  from  his  majesty,  and  according  to  the  method 
of  his  majesty's  most  ancient  plantations,  they  called  assem- 
blies, and  settled  the  government  of  the  island  in  such  good 
form,  that,  until  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlisle's  first  ar- 
rival, his  majesty  tliought  not  fit  to  alter  it,  though  several  go- 
vernors in  that  time  were  changed,  whidi  must  necessar'dy  in- 
fer the  goodness  and  reason  of  it,  as  well  as  tlie  satisfaction 
of  the  people  (since,  from  that  time,  they  betook  themselves* 
to  settle  plantations),  especially  the  merchants,  by  which, 
means  the  estates  here  are  wonderfully  increased,  as  is  evident 
by  the  great  number  of  ships  loaden  here  by  the  industry  of 
tJie  planters  5  and  the  satisfaction  they  received  by  those  whole- 
some laws  then  began,  and  until  that  time  continued,  th^ 
change  of  which  laws  we  had  no  reason  to  expect,  being  don©; 
on  such  mature  deliberation  fromhojild« 

%  But 
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CHAP.  B^*  to  feturn  to  answer :  the  first  thing  their  lordships  ar# 
^^*v.  pleased  to  accuse  us  of  i9>  presuming  to  question  his  majesty's 
power  over  the  militia  j  which,  how  much  they  are  misin^^ 
formed  in  it,  will  hereunder  appear :  but  we  must  first  repeat 
the  clause  against  which,  we  humbly  conceive,  we  had  just 
Reasons  to  take  exceptions,  which  clause  is  as  followeth : 

•*  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  de* 
^  clared  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
*'  contained  be  expounded,  construed,  or  understood,  to  di* 
*'  minish,  alter,  or  at^-idge,  the  power  of  the  governor  or  com- 
"  niander  in  chief  for  the  time  beii^ }  but  that  in  all  things  ho 
*'  may,  upon  all  occasions  or  exigencies,  act  as  captain-general 
^'  and  governor  in  chiefs  according  to  and  in  pursuance  of  all 
^  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  him  by  his  majesty'f 
**  commission  5  any  thing  in  this  act  or  aoy  other  to  the  con« 
*'  trary  in  anywise  notwithstanding/* 

In  their  lordships    observations,  in  which  they  take  nd 
looiice  that  the  power  given  by  that  clause  extends  as  weU  to 
the  governor  as  captain-general,   nor  of  the  words  "  any 
**  thing  in  this  act  or  any  other  to  the  contrary  notwithstand-^ 
*'  ing,*'  which  Words,  being  plain,  need  no  references  to  m* 
pound  them,  being  contented  to>  there  is  no  occasion  of  mak-^ 
ihg  any  other  iaw,  because  that  makes  all  the  powen  and  au-^ 
thorities  given  by  his  miyesty^s  commission,  and,  by  thet  com^ 
mission,  the  instructions  which  shall  be  after  given  to  him^ 
ihall  be  law,  though  it  be  to  the  nulling  of  any  beneficial  law> 
made  either  here  or  in  £ngland>  by  which  we  are  secured 
both  in  life  and  in  estate  3  the  like  of  which  was  never  dooo 
in  any  of  his  majesty's  dominions  whatsoever,  and  is  in  effect 
to  enact  will  to  be  law,  ahd  will  be  construed   (we  fear)  to 
bind  us  by  the  old  rule  of  law,  tluit  every  man  may  renounce 
his  own  right  c    and  if  their  lordships  had  been  pleased  to 
kave  as  well  remembered  the  other  clauses  of  the  act  of  the 
Ihiiitia,  we  camiot  think  they  would  have  said  we  had  ques» 
tioned  his  majest)r*s  power  over  it,  for  no  act  of  £ngland. 
gives  his  msyesty  the  likepower  ov^  the  militia  as  Qurs  dothf 

for> 
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for,  on  any  apprehension  of  danger,  the  genctal  \i^ith  his  APPfiK- 
council  of  officers  have  power  to  put  the  law  martial  on  foot  ^^^\lj 
for  what  tinae  they  please^  and  to  command  us  in  our  own 
persons,  our  servants,  negroes,  horses,  even  all  that  we  have, 
to  his  maje8ty*s  service  5  which  having  been  so  often  put  in 
practice  will  need  the  less  proof:  but  how  readily  and  willing* 
ly  we  have  obeyed,  and  in  that  faith  is  best  justified  by  works, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  instance  some  times,  and  what  hath 
been  done  in  those  times,  by  the  charge  and  labour  of  his 
majesty's  subjects  here,  under  the  several  governors  j  none  of 
which  have  left  uiiexperimented  the  strength  of  his  majesty*! 
commission,  and  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  act,  upon  the  least 
teeming  occasion. 

In  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  in  the  yeart 
1665  and  1666,  the  tvhole  island  was  put  under  law  martial 
for  many  months  together ;  in  which  time,  by  the  inhabitants 
tnd  their  blacks,  Port-Charks  was  made  close,  which  to  that 
time  wanted  a  whole  line,  and  also  the  breast-work  at  Port-* 
fioyal  was  built,  with  a  very  small  charge  to  his  majesty. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  in  the  year  I673,  th« 
law  martial  was  again  set  on  foot  ^  Fort-James  built  by  the 
eontributions  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majesty*s  council  and 
Ittsembly,  and  several  other  of  his  majesty*s  good  subjects  in 
this  island/  which  amounted  to  a  Very  considerable  sum  of 
money  j  a  breast^werk  thrown  up  at  Old-Harbour  and  several 
#ther  places  i  and  guns  mounted  on  a  platform  placed  at  Port-> 
Horant. 

In  Lord  Vaugtan's  thae^  though  there  was  no  probability 
©f  war,  yet  he  wanted  not  the  trial  of  his  power  also  in  thof 
militia,  and  our  obedience  to  it;  for  he  commanded  out  a 
company  of  Ihe  inhalntants  in  search  of  a  Spanish  harqua  lomgai 
who  was  said  to  have  robbed  a  sloop  belonging  to  this  island 
Upon  the  coast  of  Cuba :  he,  likewise,  in  favour  of  the  royal 
company,  commanded  out  to  sea  two  vessels,  with  a  company 
^f  the  militia  and  their  captain,  from  Port-Royal,  to  seize  art 
interlc^r  riding  in  one  of  his  majesty's  harbours,  and  there 
by  force  s^ed  her. 
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CHAP,  tn  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan  being  commandci*  Id 
chief,  we  were  again  put  under  martial  law  -,  in  which  time 
Fort-Rupert,  Fort-Carlisle,  and  a  new  line  at  Fort-James,  were 
built. 

Lastly,  in  his  excellency  tlie  Earl  of  Carlisle's  time  (the 
present  governor)  the  law  martial  was  again  put  in  force  for 
about  tliree  montlisj  in  which  time  Fort-Morgan  with  its 
platform,  and  another  line  at  Fort- James,  and  the  breast- work 
reinforced  very  considerably  in  thickness  and  height,  and  nevt 
carriages  were  made  for  the  guns,  those  that  came  out  of 
England  not  being  fit  for  land  service  5  all  which  fortifications 
are  substantially  built  with  stone  and  brick,  at  the  charge  and 
labour  of  the  country. 

Neither  have  we  ever  been  waHtibg  in  due  respect  to  hiif 
majesty's  governors ;  the  militia  having  always  waited  on  thenl 
to  church,  in  their  progresses,  and  on  all  publick  occasions  i 
and  we  may  safely  aflSrm  with  truth,  that  no  militia  in  his 
majesty's  dominions  undergo  the  like  military  duty  as  his  sub- 
jects in  Jamaica ;  as  is  evident  to  all  men  that  ever  set  foot 
in  Port  Royal,  which  cannot  be  distinguished  from  a  garrison, 
either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  but  by  their  not  being  paid 
for  their  service. 

To  answer  their  lordships  objections  to  the  bill  of  revenue^ 
wherein  his  majesty's  name  was  left  out,  there  are  several 
members  of  tliis  assembly  now  sitting  who  were  members 
Ivhen  tliat  bill  passed  three  times  in  form  in  the  assembly ; 
and,  upon  the  best  recollection  of  their  memories,  they  are 
fully  persuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  vfas  again  sent  down 
with  that  amendment  from  the  govemoi  and  council,  accord* 
ing  as  it  is  passed  at  the  last :  but,  should  it  have  risen  in  the 
assembly,  they  are  very  unfortunate  if  they  must  bear  the 
censure  of  all  mistakes  that  may  happen  in  presenting  laws  to 
be  passed,  when  both  the  governor  and  his  council  have 
their  negative  voices,  which,  had  cither  of  them  made  use 
•f  in  this  point,  would  have  been  readily  consented  to  by 
the  assembly,  as  they  had  formerly  done,  both  under  the 
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government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  and  Sir  lliomsl's  At>PEN- 
Lyncb,  before  whose  time  it  had  been  raised  without  men-  ^^^ 
tiotiing  his  majesty's  name,  and  that  without  chieck  3  and  w6 
always  concluded  the  governor's  name  in  the  enacting  part 
to  be  of  the  same  etFect  as  his  majesty*s  is  in  England, 
whom,  in  this  particular,  he  seems  rather  to  personate  thad 
represent :  for  which  reasons  we  hope,  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  imputed  to  the  assembly  as  their  crime  altogether,  bein^ 
consented  unto  us  by  his  majesty's  governor,  without  any  de^- 
bate,  and  all  applied  by  tjie  act  whereby  it  was  raised,  to  the 
veiy  same  public  use  his  nMJesty  directs  5  and  we  are  certain 
no  instance  can  be  given  of 'any  money  disposed  of  to  any  pri- 
vate use,  but  was  always  issued  by  the  governor's  warrant,  for 
the  payment  of  his  own  and  other  his  general  officers'  salariel 
in  this  island,  with  sonie  small  contingent  charges  of  the  go-* 
vernment. 

Their  lordships  also  affirm,  that  the  assenibly  offered  thil 
bill,  in  the  same  measure  and  proportion  as  it  is  now  proposed> 
to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch:  in  which  their  lordships  are  misin- 
formed 5  for  his  majesty's  instructions  were,  that  the  lawft 
phould  be  in  force  for  two  years  and  no  longer,  which  their 
lordships  also  acknowledge  in  the  prior  part  of  the  report  j 
<%o  that  the  assembly  needed  not  to  have  expressed  any  time> 
and  the  particular  uses  therein  appointed. 

But  had  their  lordships  known  how  great  sums  of  money 
have  been  raised  here,  and  how  small  a  part  hath  been 
applied  to  his  majesty's  service  for  the  defence  and  strength- 
ening the  island,  w^  humbly  conceive  their  lordships  would 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  we  have  no  tmson  to  bar  ourselves 
to  perpetuity,  and  pass  the  said  act  without  limitation  of  uses 
or  time  5  nor  can  we  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  imagine  the 
king  can  be  hindered  from  making  such  use  of  his  own 
money  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  apply  it  where  he  find» 
most  necessary. 

It  is  very  true  tlie  laws  contain  many  and  great  errors,  as 
their  lordships  may  see   by  the  assembly's  journal  j  so  tliat 
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CHAP,    were  the  assembly  as  much  petUi«ners  to  his  majesty  for  thb 
,  new  form  as  they  are  to  be  restored  to  their  old,  above  half  the 
body  of  these  laws,  without  araenckneut,  would  never  be  rea- 
sonable to  pass. 

As,  to  instance  some  few  amongst  many :  hi  the  act  foir 
fureventing  damages  by  fire,  a  single  justice  of  the  peace  hath 
power  of  life  and  death  -,  and  the  act  of  the  miHtta  empowers 
the  governor  ax>d  council  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  whole  island  ; 
and  in  the  act  directing  the  marshal's  proceedings,  tkere  is  a 
clause  that  makes  it  felony  for  any  person  to  conceal  his.  own 
goods,  left  in  his.  own  poss^ston,  after  execution  levied  by  that 
law,  so  that  a  man  may  be  hanged  for  being  poor,  which, 
though  inconvenient,  was  never  till  then  accoimted  capital ; 
with  others  too  long  to  be  repeated. 

.  And  whereas  tlieir  lordships  are  pleased  to  say,  that  there 
is  nothing  imperfect  or  defective  in  these  bills  transmitted 
hither  -y  yet  we  humbly  conceive,  that  no  notice  being  takes 
in  this  body  of  laws  how  or  m  what  nature  we  are  to  makd 
use  of  the  laws  of  England,  either  as  they  have  reference 
fo  the  preservation  of  his  m^esty^is  prem^ative  or  the  sub* 
ject  s  rights,  we  ought  not  in  reason  to  consent  to  these  bills  ^ 
for,  nothing  appearing  to  the  contrary;  the  governor  is  left, 
ad  libitum,  to  use  or  refuse  as  few  or  as  many  at  he  pleases^ 
and  such  as  suit  with  his  occasions  >  there  being  no  directioni 
in  them  how  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of  England^ 
either  in  causes  criminal  or  testamentary,  and  in  many  other 
cases  which  concern  the  quiet  of  the  subject,  both  in  life  and 
estate. 

We  conceive  also,  that,  whatsoever  is  said  to  the  contrary 
by  their  lordships  in  answer  to  the  distance  of  places,  this 
very  last  experiment  is  sufficiently  convincing  of  the  truth 
of  that  allegation ;  since  it  is  a  year  since  this  model  came 
over  and  was  debated,  and  before  their  lordships  report  came 
back>  notw  ithstanding  one  of  the  advices  went  home  by  an 
express.    And, 

Whereas  their  lordships  say,  we  cannot  be  subject  to  more 
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ICc^ddnts  thad.  his  majesty's  kingdom  of  Irdand  j  to  that  ^e  APPEH-^ 
object,  that  advice  and  answers  thence  may  be  had  in  ten  or  v,^^^^ 
Iburte^Q  d^s,  and  that  kingdom  is  already  settled,  6nr  plan- 
tation but  beginnings  But  furtber^  we  cannot  im^n^  thaf 
the  Irish  model  of  gorermnent  wzsyinprincipho,  ever  intended 
for  Englkhmen  t  besides,  their  lordships  cannot  but  know> 
that  tbat  mo^el  was  introduced  amongst  tliem  hy  a  law  made 
hy  themselves  in  Ireland,  and  so  consequently  botmd  them> 
which,  being  now  generally  known  to  all  those  who  remm^c? 
Ihitheri  they  have  no  cause  to  repine  at,  that  being  theif 
choice  to  live  under  it  or  stay  fircrni  it,  and  was  made  for  the? 
Reservation  of  the  English  against  the  Ifish  faction.  A^ 
there  is  not  the  same  cause,  so  there  is  not  the  same  reason^ 
for  imposing  the  same  on  u«,  unless  we  did  it  ourselves,  who 
are  all  his  majesty's  natural-bom  subjects  of  his  kingdom  of 
England  5  which  is  the  reason  the  parliament  give,  in  all  their 
acts  concerning  the  plantations,  for  obliging  us  by  chem  to 
what,  and  with  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  we  made  trade> 
and  impose  a  tax  on  us  here  in  case  of  trade  from  one  colony 
to  another ;  and  it  is  but  equity  then,  that  the  same  law  should 
iiave  the  same  power  oi  loosing  as  binding* 

His  majesty  giving  a  power,  on  urgent  occasions,  to  raise 
monies  the  old  way,  only  secures  the  king's  officers  their  sala-*. 
lies,  which  else  they  had  been  disappointed  of  5  the  act  of  the 
militia  which  was  heretofore  consented  to,  ever  providing,  that> 
on  alarm  or  invasion,  the  commander  in  chief  should  have  un* 
limited  power  over  all  persons,  estates^  and  things^  necessary 
on  such  urgencies. 

As  to  the  7th,  the  assembly  say,  they  hever '  desired  any 
power  but  what  his  majesty's  governors  assured  them  was 
their  bu-th-rights,  and  wlm  Asfiy  supposed  his  majesty's  tnost 
gracious  proclamation  allowed  them:  also  his  majesty  was 
gpraciously  pleased  to  write  a  letter  to  his  governor  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch,  after  the  double  trial  of  one  Peter  Johnson,  a  pirate, 
wgnifymg  his  dislike  that  any  thing  should  be  done  that 
should  cause  any  doubt  in  his  subjects^  in  not  enjoying  all  the 

z  2  privileges 
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CHAP,    privileges  of  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  or  to  that 
\3I^  effect.     .  > 

But  as  to  the  obstructing  of  justice  against  Brown,  the, 
pirate,  what  they  did,  tlipugh  not  justifiable  in  the  manner^ 
Wjis  out  of  an  assurance,  that  we  had  no  law  in  force  then  to 
declare  my  lord  chancellor  of  England's  power,  and  our  chan- 
cellor's here  equal,  in  granting  conunissions  in  pursuance  of 
the  statute  of  Henry  the  eighth  j  which  also  his  majesty  and 
council  perceivings  have,  in  the  new  body  of.  laws,  ^ent  one  to 
supply  that  want :  and  if  they,  not  meddling  with  the  merit* 
of  the  cause,  endeavoured  io  preserve  the  form  of  justice,  and 
justice  itself,  and,  after  denial  of  several  petitions,  joined  with 
the  council,  were  led  beyond  their  duty  (for  which  they  were 
sharply  reprimanded  by  the  tht»  governor)  they  do  hope  for 
and  humbly  beg  his  majesty's  pardon.  J 

And  as  for  the  act  upon  which  he  came  in,  it  arose  not  ia 
the  assembly,  but  was  sent  from  the  council,  to  be  consented 
to  by  them,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

And  as  to  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn,  one 
of  their  members,  for  taking  out  process  in  cbai^cery  in  his 
own  private  concern  against  several  other  members,  and  of  th«^ 
council,  the  assembly  tlien  sitting,  and  for  other  ipisdemeanors 
and  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  house  -,  they  kop^  it  is  justifiabley 
the  king's  governor  having  assured  them,  that  they  had  th» 
same  power  over  their  menibers  which  the  house  of  commons 
have,  and  all  speakers  here  praymg,  and  the  governors  grant- 
ing, the  usual  petitions  of  speakers  in  England. 

Seeing  the  governor  hath  power  to  turn  out  a  counsellor, 
and  turning  out  incapacitates  him  from  being  an  assembly^man, 
no  counsellor  dares  give  his  opinion  against  the  governor,  un- 
der danger  of  less  penalty  than  losing  that  which  he  thinks  his 
birth-right :  also,  a  governor  being  chancellor,  ordinary,  and 
admiral,  joined  with  his  military  authority,  lodges  so  great  a 
power  in  him,  that  being  united  and  executed  in  one  person  to 
turn  it  totum  in  qualibet  parte,  so  that  he  may  invalidate  any 
thing  done  under  his  own  commission.  i 

There 
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•  There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  this  new  way,  it  is  in  tlie  assem-  APPEN- 
ibly*s  power  to  consent  to  and  perpetuate  such  laws  as  are  ^^^.J^ 
wholly  of  benefit  to  them,  and  leave  unpassed  all  that  may  be 
thought  most  necessary  for  his  majesty  3  which  advantage  they 
not  laying  hold  on,  hope  it  will  be  an  evidence  they  are  care- 
£vA  of  his  majesty's  prerogative^  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good 
subject  to  be. 

It  is  without  controversy  that  the  old  form  of  government, 
■NVhich  was  ordered  so  like  his  majestj^'s  kingdom  of  England,    . 
must  of  consequence  be  of  greater  encouragement  to  all  his 
majesty's  subjects,  as  well  as  strangers,  to  remove  themselves 
hither.     Upon  his  majesty's  proclamation  in  my  Lord  Wind- 
sor's time,  and  by  those  gracious  instructions  given  to  Sir 
Thomas  Modyfbrd,  all  or  most  part  of  the  sugar  plantations 
have  been  settled  3  and  the  major  part  of  the  said  planters 
being  such  who  arrived  here  and  settled  upon  the  general 
liking  of  the  model  first  constituted,  and  in  belief  that  they 
lost  not  any  of  the  privileges  of  his  majesty's  subjects  of  the 
kingdom  of  England  by  their  removal  hither,  and  having  by 
no  act,  as  we  believe,  either  provoked  his  majesty  or  forfeited 
our  rights,  or  ever  desiring  or  attempting  to  lessen  or  ques.- 
ition  his  majesty's  prerogative,  the  preservation  whereof  we 
ever  deemed  the  best  means  of  preserving  our  own  privilege? 
and  estates,  we  shall  presume  to  hope  for  tlie  continuance  of 
his  majesty's  favour,  whiph  is  impossibly  for  us  ever  to  forget. 
And  whereas  their  lordships  are  pleased  to  offer  their  advice 
to  his  majesty,  to  furnish  his  governor  with  such  powers  as 
were  formerly  given  to  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  others,  in  whose 
time  the   then  accounted  army  was   not  disbanded,  but  so 
continued  till  Lord  Windsor's  arrival,  who  brought  over  the 
king's  royal  donative,  and  order  to  settle  tjje  civil  government : 
we  hope  their  lordships  intend  not  that  we  ai*e  to  be  governecj 
by  or  as  an  army,  or  that  the  governor  be    empowered  tq 
levy  any  tax  by  himself  and  council  j  since  his  majesty  having 
/discharged  himself  and  coimcil,  by  an  act  of  parliament,  of 
^^y  mich  power  over  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects  of  his  king- 
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pHAP,  4om  of  Ei^gland,  ^  we  undoubtedly  are,  it  wBJ  be  verj'  bird 
to  have  any  imposition  laidt)n  us  but  by  our  own  consents ;  for 
their  lordships  well  know,  -that  no  derived  power  is  greater 
than  the  primitive. 

However,  if  his  most  gracious  ipajestj  shall  not  think  £t 
ip  alter  this  model,  bu^  we  are  tp  be  goverpe^  by  the  gover* 
nor  and  council,  according  to  their  lordships*  advice,  yet  we 
humbly  beseech  his  majesty  to  do  us  the  grace  to  believe,  that 
^e  are  so  sensible  of  pur  duty  and  allegiance,  that  our  subipis^ 
sion  to  and  comportment  undey  his  majesty's  authority  shaU  bi^ 
such  as  thaf,  we  hope,  he,  in  his  due  time,  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  resto^re  imto  us  our  ancient  fprpa  of  government, 
under  which  it  hath  hithertq  pleased  God  to  prosper  us  j  endr 
ing  with  pur  hearty  prayers  for  his  ^najesty -s  long  apd  happy 
reign  over  us,  and  most  humbly  begging  hjs  majesty's  pardon 
q£  all  our  errors  and  mistakes,  and  3  gracious  interpretation  of 
this  our  answer  ^  protesting,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts, 
that  we  are  and  resolve  to  die  his  piajesty^s  trufi^i  loyal,  afii 
pb^dient  subjects, 

^  true  cpp^. 


NUMBER  XX. 

Thebumbh  desire  and  justification  of  the  menibers  of  his  majesty^  ^ 
council,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Jamaica^ 

THE  alteratipns  of  the  firame  of  gover^mei^t  in  this  his 
majesty's  island  of  Jfamaica  unto  that  of  his  kipgdom  of  Ire? 
land^  which  his  majesty,  the  best  and  greatest  of  kings,  hatii 
graciously  commanded  us  to  submit  unto  ando\vn,  we  his  ma* 
jesty 's  tnily  Ipyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  hithertp  have  and  yet 
do,  by  a  filling  readiness,  and  ready  willingness,  declare  our 
entire  obedience  and  hearty  cqi^ormity  tliereupto,  beca^se  hi^ 
piajesty  commands, 

And 
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And  althoagh  his  majesty's  great  perspicuity  and  truly  royal  APPEN- 
{»iidence  is  best  able  to  determine  what  government  is  the 
fittest  for  his  subjects  in  this  island,  yet  with  all  due  submis- 
sion, in  all  humility,  we  beg  leave  to  represent  to  his  majesty 
the  great  inconvenience  'attending  the  present  frame,  in  trans- 
mitting our  laws  home. 

The  vast  distance  of  place  will  of  necessity  require  a  great 
^xpence  of  time,  between  the  first  fragping  our  l^ws  here  and 
the  transmitting  and  return  of  tliem  hither  again ;  so  that, 
before  they  can  be  passed  into  laws  by  the  assembly  here, 
there  will  probably  as  great  cause  arise  to  alter  as  there  were  at 
first  to  make  them. 

And,  with  all  due  submission,  we  judge  it  even  impossible 
to  adapt  laws  to  the  present  constitution,  so  as  not  to  admit  of 
often  and  great  alteratuons ;  for,  according  to  our  experience 
hitherto,  we  have  found  urgent  occasions  to  alter  and  amend 
the  laws,  that  have  more  immediately  concerned  us  here,  at 
the  least  every  two  years ;  and  we  cannot  foresee  but  we  shall 
lie  under  the  same  necessity  still  ^  so  that  if  his  majesty  gra- 
ciously please  to  take  it  into  his  princely  consideration,  and 
eitlier  restore  to  us  our  former  power  and  way  or  metliod  of 
passing  laws,  or  at  least  remit  that  part  of  the  present  method 
of  making  laws  which  only  concerns  us  hei:e,  as  tliey  may 
pass  without  transmitting  the  same,  we  hope,  by  our  present 
submission  and  entire  obedience  to  all  his  laws  here,  his  ma- 
jesty will  be  a  glorious  prince  and  his  subjects  here  an  happy 
people. 

And  whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  assembly,  in  their  address 
to  his  majesty  read  here  in  council  the  15th  of  November, 
J 679,  do  declare,  that  as  to  the  bill  of  revenue  wherein  his; 
majesty's  name  was  left  out,  that  there  are  several  of  the 
members  of  their  assertibly  now  sitting  who  were  members 
when  the  bill  passed  three  times  in  form  in  the  assembly,  and, 
upon  the  best  recollection  of  their  meniories,  they  are  fully 
persuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  sent  down  with 
that  amepdment  frota  the  governor  and  council,  according 
as  it  passed  at  the  last :  we,  the  gentlemen  of  bis  majesty's 

council 
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CHAP,  council  here  present  at  the  passing  of  tlie  bill,  do  most  humbly 
and  With  all  seriousness  aver  and  declare,  that  we  were  so  fiw 
from  consenting  the  said  bill  should  pass  without  his  majesty's 
name  in  it,  that  we  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  debated  oi? 
mentioned  in  council  -,  and  further,  that,  to  the  best  of  our  re-» 
spective  knowledge,  it  was  read  three  times,  and  passed  the 
council-board,  with  bis  majesty's  name  in  it :  and  we  are  the 
rather  induced  to  this  our  confidence,  because  we  find  the  orir 
ginal  act  ^'as  razed,  and,  by  the  then  speaker's  own  hand,  in- 
terlined ;  and  moreover,  the  several  amendments  of  the  sai4 
bill,  that  were  made  in  council,  were  all  taken  notice  of  in 
the  minutes  in  our  council-books,  and  no  mention  made  of 
this ',  and  tlie  gentlemen  of  the  assembly  dp  produce  nothing 
out  of  their  jouraal  to  justify  the  reflections  upon  us  -,  tliere- 
fore  it  is  to  be  presumed  they  cannot. 

And  we  do  further  humbly  and  unanimously  declare,  we 
never  did  at  any  tinie,  either  jointly  or  severally,  make  apy 
complaint  to  the  assembly,  or  any  of  them,  of  die  power  given 
by  hig  majesty  to  his  excellency  our  present  governor  to  sus- 
pend any  of  his  majesty's  council  l^ere :  for  as  we  have  hitlier- 
to  yielded  all  due  obedience  and  submission  to  his  majesty's 
royal  will  and  pleasure  concerning  us,  so  we  hope  we  shall  ap- 
prove ourselves  such,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray  for  his 
majesty's  long  life,  and  that  he  may  prosperously  and  triumph-i 
antly  reign  over  us. 

This  was  unanimously  agreed  to  in  council  by  the  respec^ 
tive  members  thereof  who  were  present  at  the  passing 
the  bill  of  revenue :  Colonel  Thomas  Ballard,  Colonel 
^  John  Cope,  Colonel  Jlobert  Byndloss,  Colonel  Thomas 
Freeman,  Colonel  William  Joy,  Colonel  Thpmas  Ful- 
ler, John  White,  Esquire  | 
And  consented  to  by  the  whole  coiuicil,  excepting  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Samuel  Long. 

Received  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  26f\\  February,  l6/Q'S0., 

:  '"'      \  -'  '       '  'J^UMBEIl 
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ExtTOCt  of  an  order  in  council. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  coundl-. 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  of  March,  1679-8O, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,    Marqiiis  of  Worcester,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  President,   Earl  qf  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Sec.  Coventrjr, . 

iiord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Esse:^,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

A  LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  tq  the  committer 
dated  23d  of  November  last,  is  read,  wherein  his  lordship  ac- 
quaints the  committee,  that,  having  called  the  council  and  as- 
sembly together,  he  had  caused  their  lordships  report  of  the 
28th  of  May  to  be  publickly  read  j  which  their  lordships  think 
tp  he  disagreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  report,  which  w*i 
pnly  presented  to  his  majesty  for. his  information,  and  in  order 
tp  furnish  the  Ear  J  of  Carlisle,  when  occasion  should  serve, 
with  such  arguments  as  might  be  fit  to  be  used  in  justification 
of  his  majesty^s  commission  and  instructions  j  and  their  lord- 
ships particularly  take  notice,  that  it  was  neither  necessary  nor 
convenient  for  him  to  expose  his  instructions  to  the  assembly : 
and  as  to  the  clerk  of  the  assembly,  which  his  lordship  had  ap- 
pointed, the  comrnittee  does  very  much  approve  his  lordship's 
proceedings  therein,  and  wilj  desire  him  to  continue  the  s^me 
method  for  the  future. 

And  whereas  Colonel  Long  is  represented  to  have  a  hand 
in  leaving  out  tlie  king's  name  in  the  late  bill  of  revenue,  and 
in  framing  and  advising  the  address  of  the  assembly  now  trans- 
mitted to  his  majesty  -,  their  lordships  will  report,  that  the  Earl 
q(  Carlisle  may  be  ordered  to  send  him  to  England,  to  answer 
^hat  i^  laid  to  his  charge* 
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CHA^.  The  address  of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majesty,  in 
answer  to  a  report  of  the  committee  approved  on  tlie  28th  of 
May  last,  being  read,  their  lordships  observe,  that  there  are 
many  falsities  and  mistakes  contained  therein. 

First,  it  is  alledged  by  the  assembly,  that  the  island  toofc  up 
the  civil  form  of  government  in  the  time  of  Sir  Thomai  M ody* 
ford  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  -,  whereas  it  is  certab,  that  Co* 
lonel  D'Oyley  had  a  conunission,  soon  after  his  majesty's  resto- 
ration, to  govern  by  the  civil  power. 

As  to  their  denial  of  baying  left  out  his  majesty's  name  in 
the  revenue  bill,  it  is  evident,  by  the  justification  of  the  council, 
and  assurance  of  the  Lc>rd  Vaughan,  that  the  bill  passed  ^e 
governor  and  council  with  his  majesty's  name,  which  was  after- 
wards left  out,  or  erazed,  as  may  be  supposed  by  the  interlinea- 
tion that  yet  appears  upon  the  original  bill. 

And  whereas  it  is  said,  that  their  lordships  are  misinformed, 
in  affirming  that  the  assembly  had  before  offered  the  bill  erf* 
revenue  in  the  same  measure  and  proportion  as  is  now  pro- 
posed, since  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for  two  years,  and  no 
longer :  the  assembly  have  quite  forgotten,  or  pretended  to  be 
ignorant  of,  the  powers  settled  by  his  majesty's  commission 
to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  whereby  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force 
for  two  years,  and  no  longer,  unless  confirmed  by  his  majesty 
within  that  time ;  so  that  the  bill  transmitted  by  Sir  Tlioma* 
Lynch  wanted  only  his  majesty's  approbation  to  render  it  per- 
petual. 

The  assembly  further  mentions  the  great  sums  raised  in 
Jamaica,  which  had  not  been  employed  to  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice J  but  does  not  instance  the  misapplication  of  any  part  of 
the  revenue  by  any  of  the  governors. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  law  for.  preventing  da-^ 
mages  by  fire,  of  which  they  complain,  was  first  made  by 
them ;  as  also  the  act  directing  the  marshal's  proceedings  can- 
not be  but  very  reasonable,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the 
planters,  since  it  gives  them  the  use  of  their  goods  after  execu* 
tion,  and  enables  th^m  the  better  to  pay  their  debts. 

And 
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-    And  whefeas  the  assembly  complains,  that  there  is  no  law  APPEN- 
transmitted  to  them  for  ascertaining  the  laws  of  England  j  it  is    s^^^^-^ 
thought  reasonable,  that  his  majesty  should  retain  within  him- 
'  self  the  power  of  appointing  the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  full 
force  in  that  island,  as  he  shall  find  it  necessary. 

The  delays  and  length  of  time,  alledged  by  them  in  reference 
to  the  model  prescribed  by  his  majesty,  were  wholly  occasion- 
ed by  the  refractoriness  of  the  assembly,  and  not  by  the  dis- 
tance of  places,  or  other  reasons. 

What  they  object  concerning  Ireland,  in  reference  to  Ja-    . 
maica,  is  firivolous:    since  the  English   there  have  right  t# 
the  same  privileges  as  those  of  Jamaica,  and  arc  bound  up  by 
acts  of  parliament  in  England^  as  well  as  th«  inhabitants  of 
Jamaica, 

To  the  7th  objection  it  is  replied,  that  nothing  has  been 
4one  to  take  away  their  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  Eng- 
lish subjects,  since  they  are  governed  by  the  laws  and  statutct 
pf  this  realm. 

Their  unwarrantable  proceedings  in  obstructing  of  justice 
against  Brown  the  pirate  is  confessed,  and  his  majesty*s  pardon 
prayed  by  tliem. 

Their  lordships  think  the  imprisonment  of  Martyn,  and  the 
grticles  preferred  against  him,  altogether  unjustifiable,  not  only. 
as  he  was  his  majesty's  collector,  but  as  the  assembly  ought 
not,  by  the  pretensions  of  privilege,  to  shelter  themselves 
from  justice,  there  being  no  such  usage  in  Barbadoes 'and  other 
plantations. 

In  the  ^th  place,  it  is  altogether  etroneous  in  the  assembly 
to  think  it  is,  by  the  present  model,  in  tlieir  own  power,  to 
liccept  such  laws  as  are  wholly  of  benefit  to  themselves,  and 
to  reject  such  as  are  most  necessary  for  his  majesty  j  since  the 
governor  yet  retains  a  negative  voice,  after  the  consent  of  the 
lissembly. 

And  whereas  they  very  much  insist  upon  his  niajesty*s  pro- 
clamation in  my  Lord  Windsor's  time  :  his  majesty  has  not  in 
fny  instance  ^ithdrajwn  the  effects  of  his  promise  to  them. 
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CHAP,  nor  imposed  several  rules  and  instructions  that  were  prescribed 
^^^^^  in  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  commission  and  instructions,  where- 
by he  had  power,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  raise 
iponey  on  strong  liquors :  and  the  assembly  can  as  little  be- 
lieve they  have  not  provoked  his  majesty  to  keep  a  strict  eye 
upon  them,  after  their  several  unwarrantable  proceedings  dur- 
ing the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  and  since  of  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle,  by  their  votes  and  otherwise. 

In  tlie  last  place,  it  is  falsely  insinuated  by  the  assembly, 
that  the  government  remained  under  an  army  in  Colonel 
D*Oyley*s  time :  since  it  appears  plainly  by  his  commissicm, 
that  it  was  otherwise  provided,  and  that  the  martial  law  w^ 
then  laid  aside ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,  tliey  have 
reason  to  beg  his  majesty's  pardon  for  all  their  errors  and  mis-^ 
takes.  ,  .     - 

,  The  justification  pf  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  answer  to 
the  imputation  of  the  assembly,  of  their  leaving  out  the  king's 
name  in  the  revenue  bill,  is  also  read  5  and  to  be  made  use  of 
by  the  governor,  to  disprove  tlie  allegations  of  the  assembly  ia 
ibeir  own  behalf. 


NUMBER  XXIIL 
Extract  of  an  Drder  in  council. 


Jamaica* 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  coun* 
cil-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Monday  the  8tli  of  March, 
1679- 80, 

Present, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  SirLeolin  Jenkins, 

THE  Lord  Vaughan  attends,  concerning  the  charge  against 
Colonel  Long,  of  Jamaica,  for  razing  out  the  king  s  name  in 
,thc  act  of  revenue;  and  declares,  that  he  is  very  confident 
that  the  bill  came  up  from  the  assembly  to  tfee  cjoiiPcU  wUh 

th# 
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Ae  king's  name  io  it,  and  that  it  was  not  put  out  by  the  ''^^^^* 
council,  nor  by  his  privity :  and  that  when  Mr.  Martyn  came.  \^y^ 
to  Jamaica  with  the  king's  patent  to  be  collector,  his  lordship 
then  sent  for  the  act,  and  perceived  the  interlineation  to  be 
in  Colouel  Long's  hand  j  and  that  his  lordship  does  absolutely 
agree  with  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  tlie  matter  of  their  jus- 
tification. 

NUMBER  XXIV. 

•  •  » 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council, 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  coun- 
^  cil-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thursday  the  1 1  tli  of  March^ 

1679-80, 

Present, 

Lord  President,      Marq.  of  Worcester,       Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 
Lord  Privy- Seal,    Earl  of  Bridgewater, 

THEIR  lordships  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
government  in  Jamaica,  and  agree  to  refer  the  queries  follow- 
ing to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  for  their  opi- 
nions therein  3  viz. 

1st.  Whether,  from  the  past  and  present  state  of  Jamaica, 
his  majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a  right 
to  the  laws  of  England,  as  Englishmen,  or  by  virtue  of  the 
king's  proclamation,  or  otherwise  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majesty's  subjects  of  Jamaica,  claiming^to 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by 
such  laws  as  are  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes 
and  subsidies  for  the  support  of  the  government,  as  by  other 
laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and  ease  of  the  subject  ? 
.  3d.  Whether  the  subsidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon 
goods  that  may  by  law,  or  shall  be  directly  carried  to  Jamaica, 
be  not  payable,  according  to  law,  by  his  majesty's  subjects  in- 

haliiiug 
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CHAP,    babiting  that  island^  or  trading  there,  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of 
tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  acts  made  in  Ei^land  ? 

4th.  Whether  win^  or  other  goods,  once  brought  into 
£ngland  and  transported  from  thence,  upon  which  the  re** 
spective  abatemente  are  allowed  upon  exportation,  according 
to  law,  the  same  being  afterwards  carried  to  Jamaica  and 
landed  there,  shall  not  be  liable  to  the,  payment  of  the  lull  duty 
of  tonnage  and  poundage  which  it  should  hare  paid  if  con- 
sumed in  England,  deducting  only  such  part  of  the  said  duty  ad 
•hall  not  be  repaid  in  EnglsKid  upon  exportation  of  the  said 
goods  from  thence } 

Which  queries  were  accordingly  transmitted  to  Mr.  At* 
tomey  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  with  a  paper  containing  the 
past  and  present  state  of  Jamaica,  in  relation  to  the  govern- 
ment. tllt 

NUMBER  XXV. 

Letter  to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr,  Solicitor  General, 

CouncU-ckamber,  II th  March,  i67ghBO. 
Gentlemen, 
THE  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade 
and  plantations,  upon  consideration  of  the  atfairs  of  Jamaica^ 
have  stated  the  questions  foUowing}   viz. 

[Here  were  recited  the  queries  stated  in  the  preceding  number. 1^ 

To  which  questions  their  lordships  desire  your  answer  io 

writing,  with  all  convenient  speed :  and>  for  your  information, 

1  have  inclosed  a  paper,  containing  a  short  account  of  the  past 

and  present  state  of  the  gotermnent  in  Jamaica ;  and  in  case  yom 

•hould  require  any  further  satis^tion  therein,  or  touching 

the  queries  referred  unto  you,  h  am  ordered  by  the  lords  of 

the  committee  to  attead  you  at  any  time  or  place  you  shall 

tbmk  fit  to  appoint. 

I  ^m,  with  all  respect,  gentlemen,  ^c» 

NUMBER 
I 
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APPEN- 
DIX. 
NUMBER  XXVr.  '       \^irr^ 


Extract  of  an  order  ifLcouncU. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trj^dc  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  27th  of  AjMril,  168O, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Essex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  President,         Vise,  Fauconberg,  Mr,  Sec.  Jenkllw, 

Earl  of  Sunderland^ 

MR.  Attorney'  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  having  likewifi© 
f:  acquainted  the  committee,  that,  upon  consideration  of  the  ibur 
questions  concerning  Jamaica,  referred  unto  them  the  11th  of 
March,  they  did  find  them  of  such  difficulty  and  moment  as  to 
deserve  the  (pinion  of  the  judges :  it  is  agreed  that  they  be 
accordingly  referred  unto  t|ie  judges  5  upon  whom  Mr.  At** 
torney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  are  desired  to  attaid  with 
them  ',  Mr.  Attorney  having  first  delivered  his  opinion,  '*"  that 
"  the  people  of  Jamaica  have  mo  right  to  be  governed  by  tho 
*'  laws  of  England,  but  by  such  laws  as  are  made  thare,  an4 
*'  established  by  his  majesty's  authority."  But  whereas  Mr. 
Solicitor  General  doth  deliver  his  opinion,  that  the  word  '*  do» 
*'  minion,**  in  the^ct  of  parliament  for  tonnage  and  poundage, 
may  seem  rather  to  imply  the  dominion  of  Wales  and  Berwick 
upon  Tweed  only,  than  to  extend  to  the  plantations  5  and  more 
especially,  as  Mr.  Attorney  alledges,  since  the  islands  of  Guern- 
sey and  Jersey  are  not  concerned  in  that  act :  their  tordships 
order  the  two  first  questions  only  to  be  sent  unto  the  judges, 
without  any  p(iention  to  be  made  of  the  two  last,  which  parti- 
cularize the  act  of  tonnage  and  poundage^ 


NUMBEB 
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CHAP* 
XI 


NUMBER  XXVII. 
References  to  the  judges  about  Jamaica. 

Coundl-chamber,  27th  Aprils  166O. 

Gentlemen, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the 
privy-council  appointed  a  committee  of  trade  and  foreign  plan- 
tations, to  signify  their  desires  that  you  attend  his  majesty's 
judges  with  th^  <}uestions  following : 

1st.  Whether  from  the  past  and  present  state  of  Jamaica, 
his  majesty's  subjects  inhabiting  and  trading  there  l^^e  a  right 
to  the  laws  6f  England,  as  Knglishitien,  or  by  Tirtue  of  the 
king's  proclamation,  or  otherwise  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majesty's  subjects  of  Jamaica,  claiming  io 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England^  are  not  bound  as  well 
by  such  laws  as  are  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes 
and  subsidies  for  the  support  of  the  government,  as  by  other 
lx^%,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and  ease  of  the  subject  ? 

Which  questions  their  lordships  desire  his  majesty's  judges 
t6  consider  and  answer  in  writing,  and  to  return  the  opinions 
to  the  committee  with  convenient  speed. 
I  am,  with  respect,  5fc. 

NUMBER  XXVIII. 

Order  to  the  judges  about  the  question  of  Jamaica, 

At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  23d  of  June,  168O, 

Pkesent, 

His  Majesty, 
Prince  Rupert,  Lord  Chamberlain,      Mr.  Coventry, 

Abp.  of  Canterbury,        Earl  of  Sunderland,      Mr.  Sec.  Jea- 
^d  Cliancellor,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  kins. 

Lord 
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Lord  President,  EarlofBath,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  appeN- 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Ld.  Bp.  of  London,      the  Exchequer,      J^^ 

D.  of  Albemarle,       ,  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Godolphin. 

Marq.  of 'V^Jorcester,    Mr.  Finch, 
EarlofOssoiy,  Lord  Chief  Justice  North, 

IT  is  this  day  ordered  in  council,  that  Mr.  Attorney  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  .General  do  attend  his  majesty's  judges,  and  de- 
sire them  to  assemble  with  all  convenient  speed,  and,  being 
assembled,  to  confer  with  them  concerning  this  question,  viz. 

Whether,  by  his  majesty's  letter,  proclamation,  or  com- 
missions, annexed,  his  majesty  hath  excluded  himself  from 
(he  power  of  establishing  laws  in  Jamaica,  it  being  a  conquer* 
ed  country,  and  all  laws  settled  by  authority  there  being  now 
expired  ? 

And  that,  upon  receiving  the  opinions  of  his  majesty's 
judges,  under  their  hands  in  viriting,  they  do  report  the  same 
to  the  lords  of  the  privy-council  appointed  a  committer  for 
trade  and  foreign  plantations. 

NUMBER  XXIX. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council, 

Jamaioa. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  7th  of  September, 
1680, 

Present,^ 

Lord  President,      Marquis  of  Worcester,      Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins. 

MR.  Secretary  Jenkins  acquaints  the  committee,  that  Co- 
lonel Long,  of  Jamaica,  had  some  days  before  surrendered 
himself  to  him,  upon  a  bond  of  ten  thousand  poimds  given  to 
the  Earl  of  Carlisle  to  that  purpose  -,  and  that  he  had  taken  his 
security  for  the  like  sum,  that  he  would  attend  the  £rst  council, 
lon  Friday  next,  being  the  10th  instant 

Vol.  IlL  a  a  NtFMBER 
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NUMBER  XXX. 


Copy  of  an  order  incouncU. 

Jamaica.  ..-     -^  .  •    .  .   '.      .,         j 

At  the  committee  of  trade  ai^d  plantations^  in  iht 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,' 

Pee  SENT, 
Prince  Rupert,        Marquis  of  Worcester,     Edrl  of  Bath, 
Lord  President,       Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins^ 

THE  Earl  of  Carlisle  is  called  in,  and  delivers  a  paper  con- 
taining a  charge  against  Colonel  Long,  which  is  r^d,  consist* 
ing  cliiefly  in  three  points ;  viz.  That  he  had  razed  the  king's 
name  out  of  the  act  for  raising  a  public  revenue  3  that  he  had 
granted  an  habeas  corptts,  being  judge,  for  a  person  condemned 
by  law  5  -find  had  opposed  the  settlement  of  the  country  pur- 
suant to  the  king's  orders. 

And  his  lordship  declaring,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to 
say  against  Colonel  Long  than  was  contained  in  that  paper, 
only  reserving  to  himself  the  liberty  of  explaining  what  he 
had  therein  mentioned.  Colonel  Long  is  called  in,  and  th« 
paper  read  to  him  5  whereupon  he  positively  denies  that  he 
had  done  any  thing  t«  the  bill  without  the  directions  of  the 
assembly  J  and  that  he  believes  the  razure  happened,  inas- 
much as  the  clerk  of  the  assembly  had  transcribed  the  bill  pass- 
ed in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch's  time,  which  was  now  blotted  out  by 
the  agreement  of  the  governor,  council,  and  assembly,  and  the 
words  written  in  hj6  hand  were  only  added  to  make  up  the 
sense,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  wanting,  which  he 
did  las  speaker  of  mat  assembly  from  whom  he  had  directions  j 
which  is  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Major  Molesworth,  Mr. 
Bernard,  Mr.  Ashurst,  Mr.  Burton,  and  of  the  clerk  of  th« 
assembly.  ^ 

As  to  the  granting  an  habeas  corpus,  he  declares  he  did  not 
know  the  person  was  condemned  j  and  that  it  is  usual  for  the 

judges 
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judges  to  sign  blank  habeas  corpus's,  which  the  clerk  gives  out   APPFN- 

m  course. 

,    And  that  he  never  opposed  the  king's  orders,  otherwise  than 

by  expressing  his  opinion,  that  they  were  not  for  his  majesty's 

service,  nor  the  good  of  the  country. 

NUMBER  XXXI. 

kxtract  of  an  order  in  council. 
Jamaica. 

^     At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  coun- 
cil-chamber at  Whitehall,  Tuesday  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, 168O, 
'  Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,    Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  President,  Earl  of  Clarendon,     Mr.  Godolphin, 

£ord  Privy-6eal,  Earl  of  Halifex,         Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins, 

Marquis  of  Worcester,  Vise.  Fauconberg,      Ml.  Seymour. 

THE  Earl  of  Carlisle  attending,  acquaints  the  committee, 
that  the  act  for  raising  a  publick  revenue  will  expire  in  March 
next,  and  that  the  government  will  be  left  under  very  great  ne- 
cessities, in  case  the  king  do  not  give  Sir  Henry  Morgan  lea\^ 
to  pass  a  temporary  bill,  until  the  full  settlement  of  affairs, 
.shall  be  agreed  on,  which  is  like  to  take  up  a  considerable 
time  I  and  therefore  proposes,  that  the  order  in  council,  dated 
the  14th  of  January  last  (which  is  read)  forbidding  the  govern- 
or to  raise  money  by  any  other  act  or  order  wliatsoever  than 
by  the  bill  transmitted  by  his  majesty,  which  the  assembly 
wiD  not  be  willing  to  pass  until  the  government  be  entirely 
settled  in  such  manner  as  may  be  more  agreeable  to  them,  than 
the  Irish  model,  be  suspended.'  His  lordship  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  his  transactions  with  the  assembly,  to  persuade 
them  to  pass  the  revenue  bill,  and  reads  the  objections  of  the 
assembly,  and  his  answer  to  them ;  whereof,  and  of  the  coun- 

A  A  2  cil- 
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GHAP.    cil-booksy  his  lordship  is  desired  to  give  a  transcript  to  the 
f  committee. 

TTiere  having  been  two  laws  read  which  were  entered 
therein,  the  one  made  by  Colonel  D'Qyley  and  the  council, 
for  raising  imposts  on  liquors,  the  other  \)j  Sir  Charles  Lyttel- 
ton  and  his  council,  being  a  supplemental  act  to  the  former : 

And  his  lordship  acquainting  the  conunittee,  that,  as  for 
licences  of  taverns,  he  had  set  them  on  foot  before  he  passed 
any  bill  of  revenue : 

It  is  thereupon  thought  fit,  by  some  of  their  lordships,  that 
the  assembly  of  Jamaica  be  induced  to  pass  a  perpetual  bill, 
by  having  leave  to  appropriate  the  revenue  to  tlie  support  of 
the  government. 

And  the  committee  is  appointed  to  meet  again  on  this  busi- 
ness on  Thursday,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  j  when  Co- 
lonel ^ng,  and  the  other  assl^ibly  men  lately  come  over,  are 
to  attend. 


KUMBER  XXXII. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thursday  the  14th  of 
October,  1680, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  E.  of  Clarendon,     Vise.  Fauconberg, 

I^rd  President^  E.  of  Essex,  Ld.  Ch.  Just.  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  E.  of  Halifax^        Mr.  Sec.  Jenkins. 

Marq.  of  Worcester, 

THE  Earl  of  Carlisle  attends,  and  produces  an  entry  in 
the  council-book  of  Jamaica,  of  a  law  passed  by  Colonel 
D*Oyley  and  the  council,  for  raising  a  publick  revenue,  and  of 
another  passed  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  and  the  council,  being 
a  supplemental  act  to  the  former,  both  which  are  indefinit^v 
and  not  determined  Uy  the  commissions  of  Colonel  D'Gyley 
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or  my  Lord  Windsor,  whose  depBty;  Sir  Charlts  Lirttelton  APPEN- 
.  . .  DIX. 

Was.  r.  •     ..-; 

After  which.  Colonel  Long  and  Mr.  Ashurst  are  called  in 
(the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  in  the  country^)  and 
being  asked.  Why  they  were  not  willing  that  a  perpetual  bill 
of  revenue  should  pass  in  Jamaica  ?  they  made  answer,  that 
they  have  no  other  way  to  make  th^ir  aggrievances  known  to, 
the  king,  to  have  them  redressed,  jfeh^n  by  the  dependance  of 
the  governor  upon  the  assembly,  which  is  preserved  by  passing 
temporary  bills  of  revenue  5  and  that,  a  perpetual  bill  being 
passed,  all  the  ends  of  government  would  be  answered,  and 
ihere  would  be  no  further  need  of  calling  assemblies.  To 
which  my  Lord  of  Carlisle  replies,  that,  notwithstanding  any 
act  for  raising  an  impost  on  liquors  should  be  passed  in  that 
manner,  yet  the  necessities  and  contingencies  of  the  govern- 
ment are  such  as  to  require  tljp  frequent  calling  of  assemblies, 
for  raising  money  by  other  means,  and  doing  publick  works, 
the  present  revenue  coming  far  short  of  the  expence  of  the 
government.    ' 

Their  lordships  tell  Colonel  Long,  that  in  case  they  be  will- 
ing and  pass  the  act  of  revenue  indefinitely,  the  king  may  be 
induced  to  settle  ©ther  perpetual  laws,  which  they  shall  pro- 
pose as  beneficial  to  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  withdrawn,  flieir  lord- 
ships enter  upon  a  debate  concerning  a  continuance  of  the  two 
laws  made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  how  far  the  English  laws  and  methods  of 
government  ought  to  take  place  in  Jamaica  ;  and  it  is  there  aU 
leged,  "  that  the  laws  of  England  cannot  be  in  force  in  another 
*'  country  i  where  the  cons^ution  of  the  place  is  different  from 
«'  that  of  England:* 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  desire  my  Lord 
Chief  Justice  North  to  report  his  opmion  in  writing,  on  Mon- 
day next,  upon  the  question  following ;  viz. 

1st  Whether  the  king,  by  his  proclamation  published  dur- 
ing my  Lord  Windsor's  government,  his  majesty* s  letter  dated 

X^th 
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CHAP.    I5th  cf  January  1672-3,  or  any  other  act,  appearing  by  the  ' 
^^'"-^  Ia\ys  of  England  or  any  laws  of  Jamaica,  or  by  his  majesty's 
coipdinissions  or  instructions  to  his  governors,  has  divested  him- 
self ot  the  power  he  formerly  had  to  alter  th^  forms  of  govern- 
ment in  Jamaica  ? 

2d.  Whether  any  act  of  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  of  any 
other  act  of  his  majesty  or  bis  governors,  have  totally  repealed 
the  acts  made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles, Lyttelton, 
for  raising  a  publick  revenue,  or  whether  they  are  now  in  force? 

Memorandum,  His  majesty  being  present,  my  Lord. 
Chief  Justice  North  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Memorandum,    Colonel    Long  having    mentioned' 
some  transactions  of  my  Lord  Vaughan^s  during 
his  government,  his  lordship  is  to  be  summoned 
for  the  next  meeting. 


NUMBER  XXXIIL 

Jamaica.     ,     ,  .. 

At '  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  thici 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Monday  the  ISth* 
of  October,  1680, 

Present, 

Lord  President^  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Lord  Vise.  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Chief  Justice  North, 

Earl  of  Essex,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Seymour. 

MY  Lord  Chief  Justice  North  having  acquainted  the  com- 
mittee, that  he  had  considered  of  the  tv^^o  questions  proposed 
by  their  lordships  -,  and  Uiat,  although  some  further  time  would 
be  requisite  for  him  to  give  in  his  answer,  yet,  in  respect  of  the 

haste 
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haste  that  was  necessary  fot  settling  the  revenue,  his  lordship  APPENt 

DIX. 


undertake*  tq  re.tiir»  kif  ,?nsjwer  a^  the  i?ext  meeting  upon  the  * 


second  ques.tiQn  5  wjierejn  his  lordship  ^s  desired  to  take  to  his 
assist^noe  some  ofher  of  bis  majesty  s  judges ;  viz. 

.Whether  any  act  of  the  asseml?ly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  act  of 
his  maj^ty  or  h^gQven|or§^  have  totally  repealed  the  acts  made 
by  CoionoL  D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  for  raising  a 
puUick  revenue^  or  whet^i<Br..tbey  are  now  in  force  ? 


NUMBER  XXXIV. 


Jamaica. 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
.council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on,  Wednesday 
the  2pth  of  pctober^  l6aO, 

Present, 

Lord  President,  /.  .  Lord  Chief  Justice  North, 
E^rl  of  Sunderland,  Lord  Bishop  of  London, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Secretary  Jepkins, 

Earl  of  Essex,  Mr.  Seymour.  , 

Earl  of  Halifax, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Justice  North,  having  delivered  his  opinion 
in  writing  ppon  the  qu^tion  refjommended  to  him  at  the  last 
meetipg,  Colofiel  Long,  Mr.peeston,  Mr,Ashurst,  and  other 
planteiis  and  n^erchants  of  Jaipaica^  together  with  the  Earl  of 
parl^le,  ^e  c^ed  in,,an4  h^^  ^<ycdsh|p*^  opi^ipp  ^^  ^^^  ^^  them ; 
wb^Tcby  bis  lorrt^^hip  cpijicludes^  that  th^  act  of  revenue  made 
in  1663  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  is  yet  in  force,  as  being  not 
repealed  by  ^ny  .subsequent  'acts,  which  were  limited  to  the 
^rm  of  two  years  l?y  his  n^jesty*s  commands.  But  Colonel 
Long  objects,  that  there  was  a  law  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Mody- 
^ord,  which  declares  all  laws  passed  at  Sir  Charles  Lyttel  ton's 
assemblies  void,  for  w^ant  of  due  form  in  the  writs,  and  other 
^  .-        _  '  particulars : 
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CHAP,  particulars :  whereupon  they  are  bid  to  withdraw  j  and  where- 
y^f„y^  aS/  niy  Lord  Chief  Justice  North  was  not  present  when  this 
objection  was  made,  their  lordships  think  fit  that  he  be  ac- 
quainted therewith,  and  desired  to  renew  his  Cf)inion  j  and  the 
gentlemen  of  Jamaica  are  also  desired  to  be  ready  with  the 
objections  they  have  to  make  to  his  lordship's  report,  at  the 
next  meting,  which  is  appointed  for  to-morrow  at  three  in  the 
afternoon. 


NUMBER  XXXV. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thursday  21st  of 
October,  168O, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Viscount  Fauconbetg, 

Lord  President,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Marquis  of  Worcester,  Lord  Chief  Justice  North, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Earl  of  Clarendon, 

THE  lords,  being  met  to  consider  the  business  of  Jamaica, 
order  the  proclamation  published  in  my  Lord  Windsor's  time 
to  be  read :  and  thereupon  their  lordships  express  their  opinion, 
"^hat  his  majesty  did  thereby  assure  and  settle  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants,  but  not  the  government  and  form;  thence  these 
questions  did  arise ;  viz. 

1st.  Whether,  upon  the  consideration  of  the  commission  and 
instructions  to  Colonel  D'Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  and 
the  constitution  of  the  island  thereupon,  the  acts  of  council  made 
J>y  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  were  perpetual 
laws,  binding  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  ? 

2d.  Whether,  suppbsing  those  laws  good  and  perpetual,  any 
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^f  the  subsequent  laws^  of  the  proclamation  in  my  Lord  Wind-  APPEN- 
sor's  time,  have  taken  away  the  fwrce  of  these  laws  ?  s^^^Lj 

And  because  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  made  diyers  objec* 
tiOTis  against  the  validity  of  those  laws,  as  bdng  made  by  the 
governors  and  council  without  an  assembly,  and  against  the 
perpetuity  of  them,  as  being  repealed  by  subsequent  laws$ 
their  lordihips  do  therefore  think  it  most  conducing  tp  his  ma- 
jesty's service,  that  Colonel  hong.  Major  Beeston,  and  Mr, 
Ashurst,  do  attend  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  North,  in  order  to 
explain  to  his  lordship  whatis  chiefly  expected  by  them,  where- 
by they  may  be  induced  to  settle  the  revenue  for  the  support 
of  the  government,  to  the  end  noatters  may  be  brought  te  aa 
accommodatic^]. 


NUMBEH  XXXVI. 

Jamaica.  ' 

At  a  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  jth« 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  Wednesday  the 
27th  of  October,  1680, 

Pkesent, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bath, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lprd  Chamberlain^,  Mr.  Chan,  of  the  Exchequer. 

MY  Lord  Chief  Justice  North  reports,  that  he  has  been  at- 
tended by  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica,  who  have  declared  them- 
selves willing  to  grant  the  perpetual  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
govemcMrs,  and  another  bill  for  the  payment  of  contingencies 
to  continue  for  seven  years,  provided  they  may  be  restored  to 
their  ancient  form  of  passing  laws,  and  may  be  assured  of  such 
of  the  laws  of  England  as  may  concern  their  liberty  and  pro- 
perty, 

Hieir  lordships  taking  notice>  that  the  revenue  of  Jamaica 

wiU 
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CHAP.    wHl  expire  iif  March  next,  direct  a  letter  to  be  prepared,  for 
^^^1^  the'approbatioh  of  the  cc^ncll,  empowctfn^'SIt  Hfeiify  Morgan 
'       *-  to  call  an  assembly,  ahcl  tb  ehdteavd'dr '  tRe  Jj^ssiiig  k  tempmsj^r  - 
bill,  with  their  consent,  for  the  tevenne;  in<l,  in  case  of  their 
relttsa],  to  raise  the  ^ame  in  such  manner  as  hath  been  done  b^'^ 
former  governors/  ^    .  '  /  -  ^„ 

Memorandum,  At  a  council  on  the  instant,  a 

f  ,  t 

draught  of  the  aforenientioned  letter  was  reid:,  • 

,  And  u^Km  reading  the  petition  of  the  planters,  merdiants 

and  ihliabifants  of  Jamaica,  praymg  to  be  restored  tol^df  an-^' 
wnt  method  of  makirig  laws;  Ibe  lords  of  the  committee  ar© 
ordered  to  meet  de  die  in  diem^  until  tliey  shall  have  agreed  cfln' 
such  a  method  for  the  making  of  laws,  and  the  settlement  of 
the  government,  as  they  shall  find  most  convenient  for  his 
niajesty*s  service.         "'^  ' '' 


NUMBER  XXXVII. 
Jamaica.  .     •  .  '      . 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  ih  the 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Thursday  the 
28th  of  OctoW,  1 680, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  ^    '  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lord  Privy-Seal  Viscount  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Bishop  of  London, ' 

Earl  of  iBridgewater,  M^.  Hyde,' 

tarl  oif  Sundertahd^  Lord  Chief  Justice  North, 

Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. ' 

Earl  of  Essex,  *'               -  /  ?    . 

THEIR  lordships  having  considered  that  part  of  the  lettw 

frob  the  council  of  Jamaica,  dated  20th  May  last,  that  coi*. 

10  *  ceras 
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cems  the  laws^  and  having  read  the  petition  of  the  merchants  APPEK- . 
and  planters  of  Jamaica,  presented  tn-counoU  on  the  \^^v^ 

,  as  also  a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Blackwayt,  con- 
ceming  the  mamier  of  making  laws  in  J^maica^  their  lordships, 
upon  full  consideration  and  debate  of  what  may  best  conduce 
to  his  majesty^s  service,  agree^  thxtt  the  present  method  of  rnak^ 
irtg  laws  in  Barbadoe^,  <ii' settled  by  the  commission  of  Sir  Richard 
Dutton,  be  proposed  unto  his  majesty  in  council ;  and  that  powers 
be  drawn  up  for  the  Earl  of  Carlisle,  with  instructions  suitable 
to  that  scheme,  and  with  respect  to  the  pri^sent  circumstances 
of  Jamaica ;  and  that,  the  assembly  may, be  the  more  easily  in- 
duced to  grant  a  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  government, 
their  lordships  are  of  opinion,  that  his  majesty's  quit-rents,  and 
the  tax  on  the  wine-licences,  as  well  as  all  other  levies  which 
now  are  or  shall  be  nftade,  be  apjwopriated  to  the  support  of  the 
govertmient,  an4  to  no  other  use  whatsoever4 


NUMBER  XXXVm. 
Jamaica^ 

At  die  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  tte 
council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Sa)(c^d^  tte 
30th  of  October,  1680, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Duke  of  Albemarle,         Earl  of  Essex, 
Lord  Chamberlain,  Viscount  Fauconbei^, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

COLONEL  Long  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  at- 
tend, and  are  acquainted  with  the  resolutions  of  the  committee 
Xo  report  to  his  majesty,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  same  method 
of  making  laws  as  is  now  appointed  for  Barbadoes  5  with  which 
the  gentlemen  express  themselves  very  well  satisfied. 

DUMBER 
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CHAF. 
XIV. 


NUMBER  XXXIX. 

Copt;  qf  powers  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  for  making  laics. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of 
England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defend- 
er of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  oar  right  trusty  and  right  well-belovci  cousin 
Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle,  our  captam-general 
and  governor  in  chief  in  and  over  our  islMid 
of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territories  depend- . 
ing  thereon  5  and  to  our  deputy-governor  and 
commander  in  chief  of  our  said  Island  5  and, 
in  case  of  their  death  or  absence,  to  our 
council  of  Jamaica, 

WHEREAS,  by  our  rt^al  commisision  bearing  date  the  first 
of  March,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign,  we  having  thought 
fit  to  constitute  and  appoint  you,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle, 
capta'ui-general  and  governor  in  chief  in  ^d  over  our  island  of 
Jamaica,  and  the  territories  depending  thereon,  thereby  com« 
naanding  and  requiring  you,  or  in  your  absence  our  deputy-go- 
vernor, or  our  council,  to  do  and  ^ecute  all  things  belonging 
to  the  said  command,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  according 
to  the  several  powers  or  directions  granted  or  appointed  you 
by  the  said  commission  and  the  instructions  tlierewith  given 
you,  or  by  further  powers  and  instructions  to  be  granted  or 
appointed  you  under  ouir  signet  and  sign  manual,  a^  by  our  said 
commission    (reference   being  thereimto  had)   doth  more  at 
large  appear :  and  whereas  it  is  nccessar)'  tlmt  good  and  whole- 
some laws  and  ordinances  be  settled  and  established  for  the 
government  and  support  of  our  island  of  Jamaica :    we  4o 
hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority,  with 
the  ad\icp  and  consent  of  the  sqid  council,  from  t&ne  to  time, 

a)i 
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«s  need  shall  require,  to  siunmon  or  call  general  assemblies  of  APPEH* 
the  freeholders  and  planters  within  the  said  island,  in  nnanner 
and  form  as  is  now  practised  in  Jamaica,  And  out  will  and 
pleasure  is,  that  the  persons  thereupon  duly  elected  by  the 
major  part  of  the  freeholders  of  the  respective  parishes  and 
places,  and  so  returned  (having,  before  their  sitting,  taken  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  which  you  shall  commis- 
sionate  fit  persons,  under  the  public  seal  of  that  island,  to  ad- 
minister, and  without  taking  which  none  shall  be  capable  of 
sitting,  though  elected)  shall  be  called  and  held  the  general  as- 
sembly of  our  island  of  Jamaica ;  and  that  they,  or  tlie  major 
part  of  them,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  yourself  and  of  the  council,  to  make, 
constitute,  and  ordmn  laws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  fdrthe 
pubiic  peace,  weHfere,  and  good  government  of  the  said  island, 
and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  such  other  as 
shall  resort  thereto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  lieirs  and  suc- 
cessors ;  which  said  laws,  statutes^  and  ordinances,  are  to  be 
(as  near  as  conveniently  may  be)  agreeable  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  our  kingdom  df  England :  provided,  that  all  sudi 
Jaws,  statutes,  and  ordinances,  of  what  nature  or  duratioti 
whatsoever,  be,  within  three  months,  or  by  the  first  convey- 
ance after  making  the  same,  transmitted  unto  us  under  the 
pubhc  seal,  for  our  allowance  and  approbation  of  them,  as  also 
duplicates  thereof  by  the  next  conveyance :  and  in  case  all  or 
^ny  of  them  (being  not  before  confirmed  by  us)  shall  at  any- 
time be  disallowed  and  not  approved,  and  so  signified  by  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  under  our  c«r  their  sign  manual  or  sir;net>  or 
by  order  of  our  or  their  privy-council,  un^to  you,  the  said  Eail 
of  Carlisle,  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  said  island  for 
the  tkne  being,  then  such  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  so 
disallowed  and  not  approved  shall  from  thenceforth^  cease,  de- 
termine, and  be  utterly  void  arid  of  none  effect,  any  tiling  to 
the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding.  And,  to  the  end  no- 
thing may  be  passed  or  done  in  our  said  island  by  the  $aid 
council  or  assembly  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heii^  or  sutr* 

cessors. 
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cessors^  We  will  and  ordain  ^hat  jou^  thesakl  Charles^  £ad  of 
Carlisle,  shall  have  and  enjoy  a  negative  voice  in.  the  making 
or  passing  of  all  laws,  ^tatute^,  and  ordinances,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  that  you  shall  and  may  iikewise,  from  time  to  time^  as 
you  shall  judge  it  necessary,  dissolve  all  general  assemblies,  as 
aforesaid;  any  thing  in  our  commission  bearing  date  as  afore- 
said to  the  Contrary  hereof  notwithstanding*  And  our  will 
and  pleasure  is,  that,  in  case  of  your  death  or  absence  from 
on^'  said  island,  our  deputy-governor  lor  the  time  being  exeicise 
and  enjoy  all  and  singiilar  the  powers  and  anthorities  hereby 
granted  unto  you,  or  intended,  to  be  granted  yoa,  the  said 
Charles  Earl  of  Carlisle ;  and  in  case  he  likewise .  happen  to 
die>  or  be  absent  from  our  said  island,  we  do  hereby  authorize 
aijd  empower  our  council  of  Jamaica  to  execute  the  powers 
hereby  given  jrou,  until  we  shall  declare  our  further  pleasure 
therein. 

Cijkrt  tt  our  court  nt  WJiitehaU,  tfm  3d  daij 
of  November,  in  the  thirty-second  year  of 

our  reign. 
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TO  THE 

HISTORICAL   SURVEY 


Q9 


ST.   DOMINGO, 

Containing  a  brief  Beview  of  the  Transaction  and 
Condition  of  the  British  Army  there,  during  the 
Years  1795,  6,  7j,  and  8,  until  the  fined  Ev€^:ua% 
Hon  of  the  Country. 

I^OUR  years  baye  elapsed  since  I  closed  the  de- 
^  tails  of  the  military  operations  of  the  British 
Itrmy  in  St.  Domingo^  and  I  grieve  to  say,  that 
wfaatvt^as  then  prophetic  apprehension,  is  now 
become  historicfd  fact  This  once  opulent  and  ' 
beautiful  colony,  the  boajst  of  France,  apd  the 
glory  of  the  new^  hemisphere,  is  expunged  froni 
the  chaift  of  the  civilized  world !  The  prospect  of 
such  lamentable  ruin  might  give  occt^sion  for 
jcnany  observations  and  reflections,  and  I  diall  pre;- 
jent  to  my  readers,  in  the  following  very  imper*t 
feet  sketch  (for  such  it  i?  in  every  s^nse)  a  few 
that  opcva  to  me :  more  th^n  this  I  dare  not  at* 
fempt.  Were  it  in  my  power  (as  in  truth  it  is 
pot)  to  continue,  in  a  regular  sefies,,the  history  of 
those  sad  events  wjijch  have  led  to  this  miserable 

catastrophe. 
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catastrophe^  I  should  indeed  decline  a  task  which 
would  be  equally  dii^usting  to  my  readers^  and 
painful  to  myself.  In  a  climate  where  every  gale 
was  fraught  with  poison,  and  in  a  contest  with 
uncounted  hosts  of  barbarians,  what  could  the  best 
efforts  of  our  gallant  countrymen  effect  ?  Their 
enemies  indeed  fled  before  them,  but  the  arrows  of 
pestilence  pursued  and  arrested  the  victors,  in  their 
career  of  conquest !  Scenes  like  these,  while  they 
afford  but  small  cause  of  gratulation  to  the  actors 
themselves,  furnish  n6  topicks  to  aniinat'e  the  page 
of  the  historian ;  who  would  have  little  else  to  dis- 
play but  a  repetition  of  the  same  disasters^—^ielu- 
sive  promises,  unrealized  hopes,  unavailing  exer- 
tions ;  producing  a  complication  of  miseries,  dis- 
ease, distraction,  contagion,  and  death ! 

At  the  same  time  (although  I  know  not  that  the 
reader  will  derive  any  great  degree  of  consolation 
from  the  circumstance)  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
observe,  that,  during  the  disastrous  period  of  which 
I  treat,  I  have  not  heard  that  any  misconduct  or 
neglect  was  ever  fairly  imputed  to  those  persons 
who  had  the  direction  of  the  enterprize,  either  in 
the  public  departments  of  Great  Britain,  or  in  the 
scene  of  action  itself.  The  names  of  Williamson, 
Forbes,  Simtoe,  Whyte,  and  Maitland,  carry  w  ith 
them  n.  demonstration  that  neither  courage,  nor 
energy,  nor  military  talents,  was  at  any  time  want- 
ing in  the  principa^l  department.  Reinforcements 
of  troops  too,  were  3ent  by  the  British  government 
with  a  more  liberal  hand  than  in  former  years. 
Towardsthelatter  end  of  April  1795,  the  81st  and 
96th  regiments  (cgipsisting  together  of  1,700  men ) 

arrived 
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arrived  from  Ireland ;  the  83d;,  from  Gibraltai:, 
landed  980  men  in  August;  and  in  April  1796,  the 
66th  and  69th  regiments,  consisting  of  1,000  men 
each,  with  150  artillery,  arrived  from  the  same 
place,  under  the  command  of  General  Bowyer ;  so 
that  the  whole  number  of  effective  men  which  had 
landed  in  St.  Domingo,  down  to  this  period  (ii^ 
eluding  some  small  detachipents  sent  up  at  diflfer- 
ent  times  from  Jamaica)  amounted  to  9,800,  In 
June  following,  four  regiments  of  infaqtrj^  and  n 
part  of  two  otiiers*,  arrived  from  Cork^  under  the 
command  of  General  Whyte.  These  were  soon 
afterwards  followed  by  seven  regiments  of  Britjshf , 
together  with  three  regiments  of  foreign  cavalry  ;|;; 
besides  two  companies  of  British,  and  a  detach- 
ment of  Dutch  artillery ;  making  in  the  whole  a 
further  reinforcement  of  about  7,900§. 

But  what  avail  the  best  concerted  schemes  of 
human  policy  against  the  dispensations  of  Divine 
Providence  ?  A  great  part  of  these  gallant  troops, 
most  of  them  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  were  con- 
veyed, with  little  intermission,  from  the  ships  to 
the  hospital ;  from  the  hospital  to  the  grave !  Of 
the  S2d  regiment,  no  less  than  630  became  victims 
to  the  climate,  within  the  short  space  of  ten  weeks 

after 


*  The  17th,  32d,  56th,  and  67th,  with  part  of  the  93d  aod 

t  The  13th,  l4th,  17th,  18th,  21st,  26th,  and  29th. 

X  The  York,  Hompesch  aud  ilouen  Hussars. 

§  Out  of  this  iuiniber  are  how  erer  to  be  deducted  the  32d 
infentiy  and  the  2t)ih  dragoons  -,  the  former  cf  which  were  sent 
from  bt,  Pomiiigo  to  Bahama,  and  the  latter  to  the  Windward 
;  islands.  -        .-  ,  - 
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after  their  landing.  In  one  of  its  companies^  no 
more  than  three  rank  and  file  were  fit  for  duty. 
Hompesch's  regiment  of  hussars  were  reduced,  in 
tittle  more  than  two  months^  from  1,000  to  300, 
and  the  90th  regiment  perished  to  a  inan  !  By  the 
30th  of  September^  1796,  the  rasters  of  morta^ 
lity  displayed  a  mournful  diminution  of  no  leas 
than  7,530  of  the  British  forces  only ;  and  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  1797,  out  of  the  whole 
number  of  troops,  British  uoA  foreign^  which  had 
landed  and  were  detained  in  this  devoted  country, 
during  that  and  the  two  preceding  years,  (cer^  ^ 
lainly  not  far  short  of  15,000  men)  I  am  assured 
that  not  more  than  3,000  were  left  alive  and  in  a 
condition  for  service  *.         * 

DuRiKG  this  dreadful  sacrifice  of  human  life, 
the  necessary  operations  in  the  colony  were  pro- 
ductive of  such  an  expenditure  of  treasure  to  the 
British  government,  as  excited  the  utmost  asto* 
nishment  in  the  minds  of  the  king's  ministers ; 
who  ought  however  to  have  foreseen,  that  the  cost 
of  raising,  feeding,  arming,  clothing,  and  paying 
colonial  regiments,  both  black  and  white,  in  a 
country  where  every  article  was  three  tiines  as 
dear  as  in  Europe,  and  the  expence  of  fitting  put 
armed  vessels  to  transport  troops  and  stores  from 
one  part  of  the  colony  to  another  part,  (both  of 
them  measure!  of  absolute  necessity)  must  una^ 
Yoidably  be  very  great  f.     The  charges  attending 

the 

*  Tlie  loss  of  seamen  in  the  ships  employed  on  tijc  ccpst  are 
not  included.     It  may  be  stated  very  moderately  at  5,G0C)  men. 

t  The^  colonial  troops,  black  and  white,  embodied  by  Gcii^r^ 
WiUijuaoson,  amounted  at  the  end  of  1795  to  8^170. 
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the  hospital  service^  were  aloner  found  to  amount 
to  lOe.  a  day  for  each  iuTalid.  For  the  payment 
0f  these^  and  other  services^  the  Governor  was 
authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  on  the  Bri* 
tish  treasury ;  and  the  bills  thus  dfawn^  to  the 
first  of  May,  amounted  to  4,383,596/.  8s.  2d. 
sterling. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  enormous  expence^ 
"both  of  blood  and  treasure,  the  prospect  of  sub-- 
duing  the  whole  of  this  great  island,  and  annex* 
ing  it,  in  a  profitable  condition,  to  the  Britkh 
dominion,  was  more  distant  than  ever.  The  weak* 
ness  and  dtminutio^n  of  our  troops,  inspired  tho 
enemy  with  renewed  confidence.  They  were  not 
unobservant  of  our  situation,  and  took  advantage 
of  it.  Those  among  the  white  inhabitants  who 
were  secretly  disaffected,  became  encouraged  and 
confirmed  in  their  hostile  purposes^  and  were 
easily  prevailed  upon  to  declare  openly  against  a 
cause,  which  they  plainly  foresaw  must^  in  a  short 
time,  work  its  own  destruction. 

It  is  not  howev^  to  be  understood  that  the 
British  army  was  sufiTered  to  remain,  during  thk 
time,  in  desponding  inactivity.  The  case  was  far 
otherwise.  Every  man  who  was  in  a  condition 
for  service,  had  XuU  employment  assigned  tx^ 
him,  and  undoubtedly  very  vigorous  efforts  were 
made  to  distress  the  enemy,  and  extmid  our  foot- 
ing in  the  country,  until,  unhappily,  every  sui> 
reeding  exertion,  like  the  labours  of  Sysiphus, 
terminated  in  new  disappointment. 

At  one  pexiod  very  sanguine  expectq,fions  pre- 
vailed from  the  co-operation  and  services  of  the 

colonial 
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eblonial  corps,  which  General  WilliMison  had 
caused  to  be  organized.     Their  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  their  habitude  to  the  climate^  #ere 
supposed  to  render  them  a  useful  and  formidable 
body.     They  had  been  formed  in  a  great  degn^ 
under  the  Baron  de  Montalembert,  (an  officer  of 
whose  military  merit  it  is  not  easy  to  speak  in  ternH 
too  favourable )  and,  immediately  after  the  arrival 
of  the  82d  regiment  from  Gibraltar,  such  of  them 
as  were  brought  to  a  sufficient  state  of  discipline^ 
commenced  operations,  under  that  officer's  com- 
mand, in  the  western  province :  being  reinforced 
by  the  Baron's  own  regiment,  and*  a  detachment 
from  the  British  82d,  they  proceeded  for  a  time 
very  successfully,  driving  the  enemy  out  of  many 
fortified  posts,  and  taking  possession  of  a  great 
extetit  of  country,  even  as  far  as  the  Spanish  fron- 
tiers.    Nothing  could  exceed  the  noble  spirit  of 
emulation  which  animated  their  conduct.  Unhap- 
pily, the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to 
garrison  the  posts  which  the  enemy  had  abandon-  . 
ed,  rendered  all  their  Successes  ultimately  abortive. 
Their  progress,  therefore,  was  productive  of  no 
lasting  impression :  it  was  like  that  of  a  vessel  tra-< 
versing  the  ocean;— the  waves  yielded  indeed  for 
the  moment,  but  united  again  as  the  vessel  passed. 
In  the  meanwhile  a  very  considerable  body  of 
the  revolted  negroes  ( the  whole  of  whom  had  now 
separated  themselves  altogether  from  the  people 
of  colour)  continued  to  maintain  their  position  in 
a  strong  post,  on  the  heights  which  overlook  Port 
au  Prince  towards  the  south.     This  party  of  bri- 
gands were  commanded  by  a  negro  named  Dude- 

nait. 
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iiait^  who  had  contrived  to  cut  off  the  streams  by 
which  the  town  was  usually  supplied  witii  fresh 
water.  The  distress  to  which  the  garrkon  was  re- 
duced hy  this  uieasure^  aod  ibt  disgrace  of  suflfer- 
ing  the  insuHs  of  such  an  enemy  to  remain  un- 
punished^ induced  the  (GreneraU  in  the  month  of 
December^  to  make  formidable  preparations  for 
attacking  Dudonait  in  his  camp ;  when  an  extra- 
ordinary circumstance  occurred^  which>  as  it  dis- 
plays the  state  of  parties  among  the  revolt^s,  de- 
serves recital.  On  the  first  of  January  1796^  this 
negro  chief  sent  a  flag  to  the  General^  signifying 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  present  the  Britidi 
with  a  supply  of  water^  by  way  of  a  new-year's 
gift;  and  accordingly  the  springs  were  cleared^ 
and  the  streams  suffered  to  run  in  their  usual  chan- 
nel to  the  great  relief  of  the  town  and  the  gar- 
rison. This  measure,  oil  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
was  followed  by  irf^ures  for  a  n^pciation ;  and 
Dudonait  soon  afterwards  transmitted  the  heads 
of  a  treaty  in  writing,  offering  therein  to  bring  the 
chief  part  of  his  army  over  to  the  English,  on 
certain  conditions ;  one  of  which  was,  that  the 
iSnglish  troops  should  co-operate  with  their  nsw 
negro  allies,  utterly  to  cut  off  and  extirpate  the 
peajde  of  colour  throughout  St.  Domingo, 

As  it  was  impossible  that  General  Williamson 
could  listen  to  proposition  of  this  nature,  al- 
though he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of 
Dudonait,  the  preparations  for  driving  the  en^my 
from  his  position  were  continued.  Light  artillery 
was  provided  to  be  carried  up  the  mountains  on 
mules.     The  enterprize  however  was  attended 

with 
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^ith  so  many  difficulties^  that  it  was  not  until  the 
38th  of  February  the  attack  was  made;  when 
the  British  had  the  satis&ction^  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours^  to  see  the  brigands,  who  had  so  long 
hemmed  in  and  insulted  them^  fly  from  their  chain 
of  formidable  posts  in  all  directions.  General 
Bowyer  was  at  the  head  of  the  column^  at  the 
place  where  the  chief  attack  was  made^  and  he 
, carried  the  lines  by  storm.* 

Had  I  the  means  of  resounding  in  detail  the 
mai^y  other  enterprizes,  in  the  prosecution  of 
yrhich  the  honour  of  the  British  flag  was  ably 
maintained  and  supported^  notwithstanding  the 
cruel  ravages  which  the  diseases  of  the  climate 
hourly  made  among  the  troops^  the  recital  of  them 
should  not  be  omitted. — I  should  dwell  with  in- 
finite satisfaction  on  the  merits  of  the  Generals 
ChurcJiilL  Bowyer,  Montale;nbert ;  the  Colonels 
Spencer,  Stuart,  Dessource,  and  other  officers  in 
high  comrnand.  It  is  universally  acknowledged, 
that  the  services  of  all  these  gentlemen  that  I  have 
mentioned  were  eminently  conspicuous ;  and  I  re- 
gret that  my  information  is  not  sufiiciently  minute 
and  particular,  to  enable  me  to  bestow  that  dis- 
tinct and  appropriate  tribute  of  applause  on  the 
conduct  of  each,  which  justice  and  gratitude 
would  otherwise  demand.  This  general  acknow- 
ledgment therefore  is  all  that  I  can  offer ;  but  my 
regret  is  heightened  by  the  mournful  reflection^ 

*  The  negro  commander,  Dudonait,  was  scon  afterwards  sur- 
prized by  the  Mulatto  General  Rigaud,  who  had  heard  of  iiw 
negociation  with  the  English^  and  ordered  him  to  immediate 
execution. 

that 
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that  ^uch  exertions  and  talents  were  employed  m 
ko  unprofitable  a  service;  a  warfare  in  which 
all  human  eflforts  were  unavailing^  and  success 
itself  unattended  with  lasting  advantage  or  re-^ 
nown. 

In  the  month  of  March  1796,  Sir  Adam  Wil- 
liamson embarked  for  Greitt  Britain,  having  re- 
signed the  command  of  the  troops  to  General 
Forbes,  who  was  himself  superseded  by  the  arrival, 
of  Genial  Simcoe,  as  chief  governor,  in  March 
1797.  One  great  object  the  king's  ministers  had 
in  view,  by  the  appointment  last  mentioned,  virasj 
as  I  have  heard,  to  obtain  a  full  and  accurate  re- 
presentation of  the  state  of  the  colony,  the  actua^ 
situation  of  the  Britidi  army  there,  and  the  pros- 
pects which  remained  of  the  ultimate  success  of 
the  enterprize.  No  man  was  better  qualified  to 
form  a  correct,  comprehensive,  and  unbiassed 
opinion  on  those  points,  than  General  Simiroe* 
He  was  instructed,  withal,  to  carry  into  effect  a 
plan  of  reform  and  retrenchment  in  the  disposal 
and  application  of  the  public  money.  Abuses 
und^  this  head  were  loudly,  and  I  believe  very 
justly,  complained  of,  the  correction  of  which,  it 
was  said,  could  be  effected  only  by  a  proper  exer* 
tiott  of  firmness^  energy,  and  decision  in  the  com- 
mander in  chief;  qualities  which  eminently  dis- 
tinguish that  officer's  character.  It  is  unpleasant 
to  relate,  but  it  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  that 
among  the  French  colonists,  our  allies,  many  of  the 
principal  men,  in  return  for  the  tender  of  their  ser- 
Tices,  had  stipulated  for,  and  obtained  very  extra- 
ordinary salaries  and  appointments.  Some  of  these 

gentlemen^ 
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jl^ntlfemen^  without  doubt,  had  acquired  a  just 
claim  to  liberal  remuneration ;  but  there  were 
others  among  thcm>  who  set,  I  am  afraid,  a  very 
exaggerated  value  on  their  own  merits.  In  the 
present  forlorn  and  sad  condition  of  the  ^rmji 
however>  the  measure  of  retrenching  expences 
and  allowances,  of  what  nature  soever,  proved  i 
painful  and  perilous  undeilaking.  The  whole 
body  of  qur  allies  were  alarmed  and  disc6ntented 
in  consequence  of  it*  Their  eflforts  became  every 
where  palsied ;  and  it  is  alleged,  that  some  ini-^ 
portant  posts  were  surrendere4  to  the  enemy,  with- 
out an  effort  being  made  to  save  them  It  is  cer-s 
tain  that  officers  of  high  rank  resigned  their  coni- 
missions  and  quitted  the  country*  Thus,  whilst 
disease  was  rapidly  thinning  the  ranks,  disgust 
and  disaffection  spread  with  equal  rapidity  among 
the  survivors.  The  ppospect,  on  every  side,  was 
gloomy ;  and  the  mournful  exclamation^  tout  est 
perdu,  resounded  equally  from  disappointed  selfish- 
ness, and  desponding  loyalty. 

GENERiiL  SiMCOE,  by  the  moderation  and  firm-^ 
ness  of  his  conduct,  succeeded  in  restoring  order 
and  subordination ;  and,  in  some  dfegree,  in  re- 
viving confidence ;  but  the  state  of  affairs  was  ir- 
retrievably desperate,  and  the  General  probably 
thought>  that  the  greatest  service  he  coul4  render 
his  country  was  to  return  to  Great  Britain,  fully 
and  faithfully  to  represent  in  person  to  the  king's 
ministers,  the  result  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tions!; For  this  purpose  (as  it  is  supposed)  he 
embarked  for  Europe  in  July. 

What  report  the  General  made^  on  his  arrival 
Vafi.  III.  %k  ii^ 
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in  London^  to  the  British  administration,  is  nof 
known  to  me  but  by  conjecture.  It  is  certain 
that  government  soon  afterwards  came  to  the  de- 
termination of  reducing  the  number  of  British 
posts  in  St.  Domingo,  (by  ordering  the  most  dis- 
tant and  less  important  ones  to  be  abandoned)^ 
and  of  concentrating  and  directing  all  our  force 
to  the  maintenance  of  certain  places  only,  the 
permanent  possession  of  which  might  afford  secu- 
rity to  our  navigation  and  commerce,  and  deter 
the  enemy  from  attempting  predatory  excursions 
against  the  British  settlements  in  the  neighbouir- 
hood. 

This  determination  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
suggested  by  wisdom,  or  rather  it  was  founded  on 
necessity ;  and  in  order  to  carry  it  into  full  effect,, 
suitable  instructions  were  prepared  for  General 
Nesbit,  who  was  appointed  successor  to  General 
Simcoe  in  December  1797. 

The  command  of  the  troops  in  the  meanwhile 
had  devolved  on  General  Whyte,  an  officer  of 
great  experience,  local  knowledge,,  and  approved 
bravery;  but  neither  experience  nor  courage  in 
the  commander  could  enable  the  army  to  do  mor» 
than  to  maintain  itself  within  the  garrison.  The 
■war  was  no  longer  a  war  of  conquest,  but  of  self- 
preservation.  The  rebel  negroes  were  at  the  gates,, 
and  no  alternative  remained  but  to  stand  on  the 
defensive  until  General  Nesbit's  arrival. 

Respecting  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  and  ihcr 
interior  state  of  the  colony/  at  the  period  of  Ge- 
neral.Simcoe's  departure,  it  was  known  that  the. 
men  inarms  were  become  divided  into  two  prin- 
cipal 
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Cipal  factions^  under  different  leaders.  The  re* 
publican  troops  which  had  been  sent  at  diffcirent 
times  from  France,  having  been  reduced  by  sick- 
ness and  famine  to  about  700^  had  made  a  sort  of 
junction  with  the  revolted  negroes  of  the  northern 
province ;  reserving  to  themselves  only  the  privi- 
lege of  forming  a  distinct  regiment,  and  of  being 
commanded  by  white  officers  ;  but  the  General  or 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  whole  of  this  northern 
army,  white  and  black,  was  a  negro  named  Tous- 
saint  L'Ouverture.  This  man,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolt  in  1791^  was  a  *lave  to  Mon- 
sieur Noe,  a  considerable  planier  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Cape  Fran^ois^  now  residing  in  London. 
Having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  rebellion^ 
Toussaint  had  acquired,  in  a  short  time,  great 
weight  among  the  negroes,  and  at  length  obtained 
such  an  ascendancy  among  His  adherents,  as  in- 
vested him  with  absolute  and  undisputed  autho- 
rity over  them.  His  attachment,  however,  to  the 
French  government  was  thought  extremely  doubt- 
ful ;  and  in  truth  he  seemed  to  have  no  other  im- 
mediate object  in  view,  than  that  of  consolidating 
his  own  power,  and  securing  the  freedom  of  his 
fellow  negroes.  His  black  army  in  1797  was  es- 
timated at  18,000  infantry,  and  a  troop  of  horse 
of  about  1,000. 

The  other  principal  body  was  composed  chiefly 
of  Mulattoes,  collected  from  different  parts  of  the 
colony,  and  negro  slaves  whom  they  had  com** 
pelled  to  join  them.  The  Mulattoes,  spurning 
the  idea  of  serving  under  a  negio  General,  had 
resorted  to  the  southern  province,  and  enrolled 
E  E  2  themselves 
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ihemselves  with  their  brethren  of  colour  in  thrf 
part  of  the  country,  under  Andrew  Rigaud,  a  Ge- 
neral of  their  own  cast,  of  whom  mention  has  al- 
ready been  made.  His  army,  (comprehending' 
also  such  of  the  lower  class  of  white  inhabitants 
of  the  southern  and  western  provinces^  as  found 
it  necessary,  either  for  their  daily  support,  or  per- 
sonal protection,  to  enlist  under  his  banner )  was 
said  to  amount  to  about  12,000 ;  and  they  declared 
themselves  in  the  interest  of  the  republican  govern- 
ment  established  under  the  French  Directory, 

Between  these  two  bodies,  however,  as  the 
reader  must  have  perceived,  there  existed  the 
most  inveterate  and  rancorous  animosity,  which 
had  already  manifested  itself  in  many  conflicts  ; 
and  nothing  but  the  presence  of  an  invading 
enemy  in  the  country  restrained  it,  in  any  degree, 
from  proceeding  to  that  extremity  of  civil  con- 
test—^a  war  of  utter  extermination — in  which 
mercy  is  neither  to  be  given  nor  accepted.  On 
the  departure  of  the  English^  Toussaint  made  a 
public  declaration,  signifying  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention not  to  leave  a  Mulatto  man  alive  in  the 
country ;  and,  with  respect  to  such  of  these  un- 
happy people  as  have  since  fallen  into  his  bands, 
I  am  assured  that  he  has  kept  his  word ;  not  au 
individual  of  them  has  been  spared. 

But  although  these  great  factions  were  the  two 
most  considerable,  they  were  not  the  only  bodiei 
of  armed  men  that  associated  in  this  unfoi'tunato 
country,  and  acted  without  any  co-operation  with 
each  other.  Separate  hordes,  composed  of  re- 
volted slaves,  and  ruffians  of  erery  description, 

appeared 
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appeared  in  different  parts  (chiefly  in  the  northern 
and  western  provinces)  supporting  themselves  by 
depredation  and  plunder.  Against  the  cruelties 
and  enormities  committed  by  these  parties,  the  fi^w 
remaining  M^hites  had  no  means  of  safety,  but  by 
purchasing  the  protection  of  Toussaint :  and.  thus 
an  e^raordinary  revolution  had  taken  place ; — 
the  very  chief  who^e  original  intent  was  the  total 
extirpation  of  the  whites,  had  checked  his  career 
of  massacre,  and  was  now  become  their  defender 
and  protector.  In  the  southern  province  were 
parties  of  brigands  of  a  similar  description,  some 
of  which  made  piratical  excursions  at  sea  in 
canoes,  and  captured  many  small  vessels,  l>oth 
American  and  English,  which  were  found  near  the 
coast.  On  these  occasions,  the  savages  put  all  the 
white  seamen  to  instant  death ;  but  where  any 
women  were  unhappily  found  on  board,  these  they 
carried  away  with  them  in  a  state  of  captivity, 
for  purposes  which  perhaps  made  them  envy^  the 
more  immediate  fate  of  the  murdered  seamen. 
It  must  not  be  omitted,  however,  that  Rigaud. 
published  an  indignant  proclamation  against  these 
pirates,  and  hanged  up  all  «uch  of  them  as  were 
apprehended  under  it 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  in  St.  Domingo, 
during  the  latter  part  of  1795,  and  the  whole  of 
the  years  1796  and  1797,  until  the  mortality 
among  the  British  forces  was  so  great,  as  in  truth 
to  leave  no  alternative  to  the  sad  survivors,  but  to 
retire  from  a  contest,  in  which  victory  itself  was 
disappointment  and  defeat "i 

On  the  22d  of  April  1798,  therefore.  Brigadier 

Afaitland, 
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M  aitland/(  who  in  consequence  of  GeneralWhyleV 
return  to  Europe,  and  the  death  of  General  Nes-- 
bit  in  his  voyage  outwards,  had  succeeded  to  the 
chief  command)  came  to  the  resolution  of  eva- 
cuating the  towns  of  Port  au  Prince  and  St. 
Marc,  with  their  respective  dependencies,  toge- 
ther with  the  parish  of  Arcahaye ;  a  measure 
which,  by  a  judicious  negociafion  with  Toussaint, 
he  happily  effected  without  loss^  and  withdrew 
with  the  troops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  whole  number  of  white  troops,  English 
and  foreign,  at  this  period  in  thg  British  service, 
under  General  Maitland's  command,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 2,500,  including  even  the  sick  and  convales- 
cent Of  the  British,  not  more  than  1,100  were 
left  alive.  Part  of  these  held  possession  of  Grand 
Ance  under  Brigadier  General  Spencer,  the  re* 
mainder  embarked  with  General  Maitland  for  the 
Mole. 

The  great  importance  of  the  post  at  Mole  St. 
Nicholas,  to  which  our  troops  now  retreated,  has 
been  pointed  out  on  a  former  occasion;*  but  it  was 
also  remarked  that  the  fortifications  there,  how- 
ever defensive  they  might  prove  in  the  case  of  a 
maritime  attack  (for  which  alone  they  were  con- 
structed), could  not  easily  be  maintained  against 
an  attempt  on  the  side  of  the  land,  being  com- 
pletely commanded  by  the  hills  adjacent.  This 
circumstance  could  not  possibly  have  escaped  Ge- 
neral Maitland's  notice ;  for  the  same  observation 
occurred  to  myself,  and  must  have  occurred  to 
every  other  man  who  has  visited  the  place.  Very 
*  Historical  Survey  of  St.  Dgmingo,  p.  140. 

serious 
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feiious  apprehensions  must  therefore  hjave  been 
felt,  that  the  .British  forces  would,  at  no  distant 
period,  be  compelled  to  abandon  this  post,  as  they 
had  abandoned  the  others. 

It  is  probable,  that  consideratidns  of  this  nature 
induced  General  Maitland  to  form  the  design  of 
repossessing  the  no  less  important  post  of  Cape  Ti- 
buron ;  which,  as  the  reader  has  already  been  told, 
was  taken  from  the  British  by  a  force  under  Ri- 
gaiid,  on  the  25th  of  December  1794.  It  was 
thought  that,  with  the  neighbouring  port  of  Je^ 
remie,  and  the  bay  of  Irois,  already  in  our  posses- 
sion, the  capture  of  Tiburon  would  not  only  com- 
mand the  district  of  Grand  Ance,  and  secure  the 
navigation  of  the  windward  passage,  equally  with 
the  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  but  afford  also,  in  a  very 
considerable  degree,  protection  to  Jamaica/  in  cas^ 
the  enemy  should  meditate  attempts  on  the  coasts 
of  that  island.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  not  in- 
tended, I  presume,  to  evacuate  the  Mole,  but  ui>- 
der  circumstanccis  of  imperious  necessity. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  1798,  such  of  the 
troops  as  could  be  spared  for  the  intended  43xpedi- 
tion  against  Tiburon,  assembled  in  the  bay  of  Irois. 
The  fir^t  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonels 
Spencer  and  Grant,  and  the  second  "by  Colonel 
Stuart ;  a  third  brigade,  under  the  commajid  of 
Colonel  Dessource,  consisting  of  colonial  troops^ 
moved  forwards  by  land  on  the  11th ;  the  other 
brigades  embarked,  at  the  same  time,  in  tha  squa^ 
dron  appointed  to  co-operate  with  them,  consist- 
ing of  the  York,  Adventure,  Tourterelle^  Rafter^ 
^ud  Drake,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Ferrier. 
3  So 
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So  far  the  whole  business  seems  to  have  been 
judiciously  conducted^  and  to  have  promised  a 
successful  termination ;  but  the  issues  of  war  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  Owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  strong  south-easterly  winds^  it  was 
found  impossible^  after  many  unavailing  attempts 
for  that  purpose,  to  effect  a  landing  of  the  troops  ; 
and  the  General,  not  from  the  resistance  of  the 
jenemy,  but  from  the  rage  of  the  elements,  was 
ultimately  obliged  to  relinquish  the  attack,  and 
return  with  the  toops  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas. 

The  failure  of  this  attempt  on  Tiburon,  was 
Mon  afterwards  followed  by  a  design  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  Mole  itself.  Towards  the  summit 
of  one  of  the  hills  commanding  the  fort,  the 
British  had  established  a  post  of  ^0  men,  chiefly 
colonial  troops.  On  the  21st  of  July  this  post 
was  attacked  by  a  horde  of  brigands,  and  (to  the 
great  astonishment  of  the  garrison  below)  was 
"carried,  without  much  resistance,  the  major  part 
of  the  detachment  stationed  there  having  deserted 
to  the  enemy.  The  few  British  among  them^ 
however,  by  keeping  up  a  well-directed  retreating 
fire,  reached  the  garrison  in  safety. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  brigands  on  this  occa- 
sion was  of  short  duration ;  for  the  mortars  of  the 
garrison  having  been  brought  to  play  against  the 
ipot,  the  pnemy  was  soon  driven  from  the  post, 
and  a  detachment  of  British,  under  Colonel 
^tewart,  again  took  possession  of  it. 

A  MORE  daring  attempt  however  was  made, 
|ibout  the  same  time,  at  another  post  called  the 

Gorge: 
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Gorge ;  where  the  brigands  appeared  in  great 
force ;  and  although  by  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  the  troops  sent  against  them^  they 
were  finally  repulsed^  their  defeat  was  not  effected 
without  an  obstinate  resistance  on  their  part^  and 
considerable  loss  on  ours. 

It  was  now  evident  to  every  man^  that,  unless 
possession  could  be  obtained  of  the  surrounding 
bills,  and  a  chain  of  strong  posts,  with  lines  of 
'  great  extent,  established  on  their  summits,  it  was 
not  within  the  reach  of  human  skill,  or  human 
coura^,  to  preserve  the  garrison  itself  from  de- 
struction, in  the  event  of  a  still  more  formidable 
attack  from  the  enemy,  of  which  the  garrison  waA 
in  hourly  expectation. 

For  the  erection  of  such  works  and  defences. 
General  Maitland,  whatever  might  have  been  his 
wishes,  certainly  did  not  possess  the  necessary 
means  ;  neither  had  he  troops  enough  to  man 
them,  even  if  the  means  had  been  within  his 
reach. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  no  sort  of  alternative 
remained  to  General  Maitland  on  this  occasion, 
but  to  consider  of  a  speedy  and  secure  retreat  for 
jibe  wreck  of  his  worn-out  veterans,  and  to  aban- 
don for  ever  a  country  which,  after  five  bloody 
years  of  hopeless  warfare  within  its  borders,  has 
furnished  its  invaders  with  just  space  enough,  and 
no  more,  for  the  graves  of  about  20,000  brave 
soldiers  and  seamen  ;  sacrificed  to  the  vain  project 
of  seizing  on  a  territory,  which,  after  obtaining 
it,  we  must  have  newly  peopled^  to  render  it  pro- 
ductive ! 

Such 


Digitized  by 


Google 


410  POSTSCRIPT  TO  THE  HISTORICAL 

Such  a  retreat  General  Maitland^  in  the  month 
of  October  1798^  happily  effected*.  Of  the  mean^ 
hy  which  it  was  accomplished^  and  the  arrange^ 
meats  which  it  is  believed  were  made^  about  the 
«arae  time,  with  the  negro  chief  Toussaint,  for  the 
future  safety  of  the  British  trade,  and  the  security 
of  the  British  possessions  in  this  part  of  the  worlds 
I  can  give  no  certain  information  to  my  readers, 
On  those  points  the  king's  ministers  have  hitherto 
withheld  all  manner  of  communication,  Enough 
is  known  however,  ( and  more  than  enough )  to  de- 
monstrate to  every  unprejudiced  mind^  that  the 
final  evacuation  of  most  parts  of  St,  Domingo^ 
was  not  a  matter  of  mere  prudence  anddiscretion^r 
but  of  absolute  and  uncontroulable  necessity.  To 
have  attempted  the  further  prosecution  of  offensive 
wai'  in  this  devoted  country,  ( after  such  experience 
as  five  years  had  already  furnished )  would  have 

argued, 

*  The  troops  at  the  Mole  and  thos^  at  the  Grand  Ance  under 
Cdonel  Spencer,  were  removed  to  Jamaica.  They  did  not 
amount  all  together  to  one  thousand.  The  negro  regiments  em- 
bodied by  General  Williamson  were  disbanded,  and  the  men 
left  to  dispose  of  themselves  as  they  thought  proper.  This  mear 
Hire  was,  I  believe,  unavoidable  5  nevertheless,  it  wasa  mortify- 
ing circumstance  to  behold  this  fine  body  of  men  turned  adrift^ 
and  compelled  by  necessity  to  join  the  enemy.  They  were 
purchased  originally  at  a  prodigious  expence  -,  had  been  trained 
up  to  arms  with  sui'prising  success  -,  were  proud  of  their  cha- 
racter as  soldiers  ^  and,  without  doubt,  when  kept  in  constant 
employment,  were  troops  the  best  suited  of  any  in  tlie  world 
for  the  country  and  climate.  Whether  any  great  dependency 
might  be  placed  on  the  proper  subordination  and  loyalty  of 
«uch  a  body  of  men  in  time  of  peace,  or  on  their  fidelity  in  time 
cf  war,  will}  people  of  their  own  cast,  (and  in  cases  where  nq 
white  troops  could  be  brougb  t  to  co-operate  with  them)  I  w\l 
not  venture  to  decide. 
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mrgued:,  not  merely  un  unwarrantable  excess  of 
mistaken  zeal  in  the  minds  of  its  conductors^  but 
the  pitiable  and  impotent  rage  of  incurable  in- 
sanity ! 

And  thus  terminated  this  most  disastrous  en-^ 
terprize  against  St.  Domingo.  Nevertheless, 
dreadful  as  the  consequences  of  it  have  proved,  I 
am  persuaded  that  no  human  being  was  ever  actu- 
ated, on  any  occasion,  by  motives  more  pure  and 
patriotic,  than  was  General  Williamson  on  this. 
Certainly  it  was  on  his  recommendation  and  ad- 
vice that  the  project  was  originally  adopted  by  go- 
vernment;  and  if,  in  this  case,  he  erred  in  his 
judgment,  concerning  persons  and  circumstances, 
even  his  errors  proceeded  from  his  virtues.  Un- 
suspicious in  his  nature,  and  incapable  of  decep- 
tion himself,  he  mistrusted  not  the  fraudulent 
views  and  arrogant  pretensions  of  others.  Here 
indeed  he  failed.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  place 
too  great  reliance  on  the  venal  and  unfounded  as- 
surances of  a  few  adventurers  from  St.  Domingo ; 
men  who  had  neither  property  nor  consideration 
in  that  island,  nor  any  sort  of  authority  from  the 
resident  planters,  to  invite  a  British  invasion.  It 
was  this  ill-placed  confidence  that  induced  Ge- 
neral W  illiamson  to  recommend  the  measure  to 
the  king's  ministers ;  and  afterwards,  on  receiving 
their  sanction,  to  undertake  the  conduct  of  it 
himself,  with  means  so  infinitely  disproportioned 
to  the  end,  that  disappointment  and  discomfiture 
were  its  necessary  and  natural  consequences  !  Let 
me  add.  at  the  same  time,  that  instead  of  proeur- 
ing  any  pecuniary  advantage  to  himself.  General 

Williamson 
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Williamson  injured  his  private  fortune,  in  the  pro* 
sccution  of  this  very  service.  His  health  was  the 
sacrifice,  and  poverty  his  reward  ! 

The  history  of  this  unfortunate  experiment  will 
hereafter,  it  is  hoped,  furnish  a  profitable  lesson  to 
men  in  power.  They  may  learn  from  it  the  ex- 
treme danger  of  giving  a  willing  ear,  in  time  of 
war,  to  the  representations  of  designing  foreign- 
ers, concerning  the  disposition  and  principles  of 
the  great  body  of  their  countrymen  ;  and  the  state 
of  the  country  from  which  (whether  unjustly  or 
not  is  nothing  to  the  purpose)  they  have  proba- 
bly been  driven.  To  expect  a  fair  and  impartial 
report  from  such  men,  in  such  a  case,  were  to  sup- 
pose that  the  human  mind  has  changed  its  charac- 
ter. This  unhappy  credulity  has  been  a  distin- 
guished feature  in  the  conduct  of  the  present  war, 
and  the  case  of  St.  Domingo  affords  a  melancholy 
proof  of  its  effects. 

The  account  which  I  have  given  will  likewise 
furnish  additional  confirmation  tothe  cases  already 
recorded  in  history,  demonstrating  the  fatal  folly 
of  prosecuting  aggressive  war,  for  the  acquisition 
x)f  territory,  in  the  clinaate  of  the  West  Indies.  The 
dreadful  expence  of  human  life  in  such  enterprizes, 
is  beyond  all  the  compensation  that  the  most  splen- 
did victory  can  afford.  The  hand  of  Omnipotence 
is  uplifted  against  the  measure,  and  no  one  nation 
on  earth  has  ever  made  the  attempt,  without  having 
had  occasion  afterwardjs  to  lament  its  commence- 
ment, and  to  deplore  its  consequence^*  ! 

*  "  In  these  adventures,**  observes  Mr.  Burke,  '^  it  is  not  an 
€iiemy  we  have  to  vanquisji,  but  a  cejnetery  to  acquire.    la 

canyinj 
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Such  are  the  reflections  and  observations  which 
have  occurred  to  me  on  this  painful  topick.  With 
a  few  remarks  of  a  less  general,  but,  perhaps,  of  no 
less  interesting  a  nature,  I  shall  quit  the  subject. 

So  long  as  the  two  great  parties  which  now  exist 
in  St.  Domingo,  shall  continue  the  prosecution  of 
civil  warfare  against  each  other,  there  is  not,  I 
suppose,  much  danger  to  be  apprehended  that 
either  of  them  will  have  leisure  to  make  many  de- 
predations on  the  British  shipping  trading  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  or  any  very  serious  attempts  on 
the  coasts  of  the  neighbouring  islands.  This  state 
of  things  cannot,  however,  be  of  extensive  dura- 
tion. The  war  is  of  too  violent  a  nature  to  last 

many 

carrying  on  war  in  the  West  Indies,  the  hostile  sword  is  merci- 
ful :  the  country  itself  is  the  dreadfiil  en^my : — there  the  Euro- 
pean conqueror  finds  a  cruel  defeat  in  tlie  very  fruits  of  his  suc- 
cess. Every  advantage  is  but  a  new  deniand  for  recruits  to  the 
West  Indian  grave."  Let  us  hear  also  on  this  subject  the  poet 
of  the  Seasons : 

"  Then  wasteful  forth 

Walks  the  dire  Power  of  Pestilent  Disease ; 

Sick  nature  blasting;  and  to  heartless  woe 

And  feeble  desolation,  casting  down 

The  towering  hopes,  and  all  the  pride  of  man! 

Such  as  of  late  at  Carthagena  quenched 

The  British  fire.-^ 

■  Gallant  Vernon  saw 


The  miserable  scene,  - 


Heard  nightly  plungd  amid  the  sullen  waves 
The  frequent  corse  T  Thomson. 

This  miserable  scene,  however,  has  been  frequently  repeated 
since  the  siege  of  Carthagena.  It  was  exhibited  at  the  Havan- 
nah  in  1762  5  at  the  river  St.  Juan  5  and  lately  in  the  Windward 
Islands ;  but  no  where  I  believe  with  greater  forte  and  elFect 
than  in  St.  Domingp. 
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many  years ;  and  it  is  probable  the  first  general 
conflict  will  decide  the  fate  of  one  of  the  two  con- 
tending factions. 

By  the  last  accounts,  Toussaint  appears  to  have 
at  present  the  superiority.     His  army  is  undoubt* 
edly  more  numerous  than  that  of  Rigaud ;  but  I 
suspect  it  is  worse  appointed  and  provided.     The 
Mulattoes  too  have  infinitely  the  advantage  of  the 
blacks  in  point  of  general  knowledge  and  military 
discipline.      Rigaud  himself  is  a  man  of  sagacity 
and  experience  ;  but  above  all,  there  is  this  cir- 
cumstance attending  the   Mulattoes,    (which   I 
think  must  ultimately  turn  the  scale  in  their  fa- 
vour), that  they  have  no  possibility  of  retreat,  and 
are  well  assured  they  must  either  subdue  their  ene- 
mies, or  perish  themselves  to  a  man.     My  opinion 
therefore  is,  that  the  Mulattoes  will  finally  become 
masters  of  all  the  sea  coast,  and  the  cultivatable 
parls  of  the  country ;  and  the  fugitive  negroes 
seek  a  refuge  in  the  mountainous  and  interior  dis- 
tricts.    If  such  shall  be  the  termination  of  the 
present  civil  contest  in  St.  Domingo,  the  island  of 
Jamaica  must  have  a  vigilant  eye  to  its  own  safety. 
Its  trade,  both  outwards  and  homewards,  will  be 
exposed  to  capture ;  and  such  devastation  may  be 
spread  over  the  windward  parishes  by  hordes  of 
banditti,  coming  thither  in  open  canoes  from  the 
southern  parts  of  St.  Domingo,  as  may  destroy  the 
labour  of  years,  before  the  squadron  at  Port  Royal 
can  give  the  smallest  assistance  to  the  inhabitants. 
Of  this  impending  danger  to  Jamaica,  thc^  British 
government  is  without  doubt  sufficiently  apprized, 
and  I  believe  that  measures  are  in  contemplation 

how 
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avert  the  threatened  evil.,  I  will  ven- 
ture however  to  pronounce,  from  circumstances 
within  my  own  knowledge,  that  nothing  can 
afford  solid  and  permanent  security  to  Jamaica, 
twt  tranquillity  at  home.  Let  peace  be  re-estab- 
lished between  England  and  France,  and  all  ap- 
prehensions from  St.  Domingo  will  vanish.  The 
Mulattoes  having,  after  a  long  and  bloody  strug- 
gle, established  their  claim  to  all  the  rights  of 
French  citizens,  have  now  nothing  to  desire  but 
to  be  considered  and  acknowledged  as  faithful  sub- 
jects of  France  :  and  if  the  French  government, 
whatever  form  it  may  hereafter  assume,  entertains 
the  most  distant  hope  of  restoring,  in  any  degree, 
order  and  subordination  in  the  country,  and  of  de- 
riving any  advantage  from  it  as  a  colony,  it  will 
receive  them  as  such,  and  avail  itself  of  their  ser- 
vices in  suppressing  the  remains  of  revolt  and  re- 
bellion throughout  the  island.  Peace,  therefore, 
between  England  and  France,  will  convert  the 
Mulattoes  of  St.  Domingo,  from  formidable  ene- 
mies, into  harmless  and  inoffensive  neighbours  to 
the  British  West  Indies ;  for  it  will  not  then  be 
any  longer  the  business  of  our  fleets  and  armie» 
to  heighten  and  extend  the  miseries  of  war  on  this 
theatre  of  bloodshed,  and  thus  invite  retaliation 
on  our  own  possessions.  If  indeed  Great  Britain 
judges  rightly,  she  will  consider  the  restoration  of 
order  in  St.  Domingo,  as  the  only  certain  pledge 
of  future  security  to  her  West  Indian  colonies. 
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WAR  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES, 

FROM  ITS  COMM£Ne£M£NT  IN  FEBRUARY  1793^ 


CHAPTER    I. 

Preliminary/  Observations. — ^Commencement  of  the 
War. "^Capture  of  Toiago. — Fruitless  Attempt 
against  Martinicd. — Determination  of  the  Bri-^ 
tish  Ministry  thereon^  and  consequent  Prepara-- 
tions  for  a  large  Armament  to  be  sent  to  the 
West  Indies.^Sir  Charles  Grey  appointed  to 
the  Command  of  the  Land  Forces,  and  Sir  John 
Jeryis  to  the  Command  of  the  Fleet, -^New  Ar^ 
rangement. 

W^HOEVER  has  made  himself  acquainted  with  CHAA 
the  history  of  the  West  Indian  Islands^  cannot  fail  v-^^^ 
to  have  observed  that,  whenever  the  nations  of  ^"•eUnuna-. 

ry  Obser"*. 

Europe  are  engaged,  from  M^hatever  cause,  in  war  vationt* 
with  each  other,  those  unhappy  countries  are 
cdiistsmtly  made  the  theatre  of  its  operations* 
Thither  the  combatants  repair,  as  to  the  arena,  to 
decide  their  differences;  and  the  miserable  plant- 
ers, who  are  never  the  cause^  are  always  the  vic- 
tims of  the  contest ! 

.  When,  at  the  pacification  of  1763^  the  claims 

of  Great  Britain  and  France  to  the  neutral  Islands 
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CHAP,  of  St.  Lucia^  Tobago,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica, 
v^^>^,-„^  were  adjusted  by  a  division  of  the  spoil,  many 
Preiimina-  cifcumstanccs  concurrcd  to  induce  a  hope,  that 

ry  Obser-  ,  .  . 

vations.  the  Contending  parties  would  remain  satisfied  with 
their  booty,  and  not  hastily  involve  the  world 
.  again  in  devastation  and  bloodshed.  One  of  the 
causes  of  former  contests  between  France  and 
England  (the  claim  to  those  islands)  having  been 
removed,  there  was  certainly  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  remembrance  of  recent  calamities,  the 
pressure  of  poverty,  and  the  various  other  dis- 
tresses which  the  war  had  brought  on  all  the  belli- 
gerent p6wers,  were  circumstances  highly  favour- 
able to  a  continuance  of  the  peace.  The  short 
experience  often  years  proved  the  fallacy  of  this 
expectation.  The  martial  spirit  of  (xreat  Britain 
sickened  for  employment;  and  pretences  being 
wanting  for  directing  it  towards  her  ancient  ene- 
mies, it  was  turned,  in  an  evil  hour,  against  her 
own  subjects  in  North  America.  Wise  men  fore- 
saw and  predicted,  that  the  restless  and  intriguing 
genius  of  France  would  not  allow  that  kingdom 
to  continue  an  indifferent  spectator  of  such  a  con- 
test. Accordingly,  in  the  year  1778,  she  rushed 
into  another  war  with  England,  without  even  af- 
fecting to  have  sustained  the  shadow  of  provoca- 
tion ;  and  the  consequence  of  her  injustice,  and 
our  insanity,  was  the  loss  not  only  of  those  of  the 
sugar  islands,  which  had  been  assigned  to  us  in 
1763,  but  of  almost  all  the  rest ;  the  dismember-* 
ment  of  the  empire,  and  a  comlnnation  of  dangers 
from  which,  at  one  moment,  death  seemed  our 
only  refuge. 

Of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WAR  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES.  435 

Of  thfe  capture  of  the  sugar  islands  in  that  war^    chap. 
And  their  restoration  to  Great  Britain  at  the  peace  i,>v^ 
Of  1783,  I  have  sufficiently  treated  elsewhere,  ^yth^eri" 
America  alone  derived  advantage  from  the  contest,  nations. 
As  the  French  had  engaged  in  the  war  without 
provocation,  So  they  retired  from  the  field,  not 
only  without  benefit,  but  with  manifest  loss.   They 
contracted  an  enormous  debt,  to  the  payment  of 
which  their  ordinary  revenues  were  inadequate ;, 
and  perhaps  to  this  circumstance,  more  than  to  any 
other,  the  ruin  of  their  ancient  government  must 
immediately  be  attributed.     So  true  is  the  obser* 
vation  of  our  great  dramatic  poet  ( and  it  is  equally 
applicable  to  nations  and  to  individuals)  that 

Even-handed  justice 

Commends  th'  ingredients  of  our  poison'd  chalice 

To  our  own  lips.  Skakspeare; 

To  a  philosopher,  speculating  in  his  closet,  it 
might  seem  that  such  an  event  could  not  fail  to 
operate  both  as  a  terrible  example,  and  a  profit- 
able lesson,  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  but  abov^ 
all,  to  those  few  envied  states  who  have  every 
thing  to  lose>  and  nothing  to  gain,  by  a  change  in 
their  situation.  Posterity  will  either  mourn  over 
that  page  of  our  history,  or  doubt  its  fidelity, 
which  shall  record  the  melancholy  truth,  that,  in 
the  year  1792,  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
(too  proud  to  learn  wisdom  from  the  misfortunes 
of  others)  adopted  towards  France  the  same  in- 
fatuated line  of  conduct,  which,  a  ftyir  years  be- 
fore, the  French  government,  nearly  under  the 
tame  circumstances,  had  pursued  towards  Great 

F  F  2  Britain. 
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CHAP.   Britain.  Our  conduct  was  similar ;  may  the  mercy 
v.^^.^  of  Divine  Providence  avert  from  us  a  similar  issue  f 

February  WAR  being  thus  renewed  (first  proclaimed^  I 
admits  on  the  part  of  France,  but  provoked  un- 
doubtedly by  the  rash  counsels  and  imperious  Ian  i 
guage  of  the  British  administration),  the  West 
Indies  became,  as  usual,  the  scene  of  military  en- 
terprize ;  and  Great  Britain  had  the  advantage  ( if 
an  advantage  it  might  be  called)  of  making  the 
first  onset.  On  the  10th  of  February  1793,  a  few 
days  only  after  notice  had  been  received  of  the 
French  declaration  of  war,  directions  were  trans* 
mitted  to  Major  General  Cuyler,  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  British  troops  infthe  Windward 
Islands,  and  to  Sir  John  Laforey,  who  commanded 
in  the  naval  department,  to  attempt  the  reduction 
of  Tobago.  As  most  of  the  proprietors  in  that 
island  were  English,  it  was  supposed  that  an  Eng- 
lish armament  would  be  favourably  received  by 
the  inhabitants ;  and  the  event  justified  this  ex- 
pectation-r  The  island  surrendered,  without  any 
great  struggle,  on  the  I7th  of  April. 

Of  the  territory  thus  re-annexed  to  the  British 
dominion,  I  shall  give  the  best  account  I  am  able 
fo  collect  in  a  subsequent  chapter.     At  present,  I 
am  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of  mili- 
tary transactions,  by  disquisitions  either  on  its  past 
history,   or  its   present  importance;    and  shall, 
therefore,  proceed  to  the  next  attempt  of  the  Bri- 
.tish  forces  in  this  part  of  the  world,  which  I  am 
«orry  to  observe  had  a  less  favourable  termination. 
It  was  an  attack  on  Martinico ;  an  enterprize 
U  of 
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of  great  magnitude ;  for  the  labours  and  ingenuity   <^J^* 
of  man  had  co-operated  with  the  hand  of  nature^  v»^-v^^ 
in  rendering  that  island  one  of  the  strongest  coun-     ^^^* 
.tries  itt  the  world.     In  1759,  it  had  successfully 
resisted  a  formidable  British   armament  of  teii 
$hips  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and  bomb  ketches^ 
having  on  board  5,800  regular  troops ;  and  al- 
though the  island  surrendered,  three  years  afterr 
wards,  to  a  much  superior  force,  yet  the  gallant 
iand  vigorous  resistance  which  the  garrison  was 
enabled  to  make  on  that  occasion,  for  upwards  of 
three  weeks,  ought  surely  to  have  induced  great 
caution  and  consideration,  with  regard  to  future 
expeditions  against  a  country  so  amply  provided, 
both  by  nature  and  art,  with  the  means  of  defence. 

In  the  present  conjuncture,  the  whole  of  the 
British  force  in  the  Windward  Inlands  was  known 
and  allowed  to  be,  of  itself,  vastly  inadequate  tq 
the  object  in  view ;  but  such  representations  had 
been  spread  throughout  the  army,  concerning  the 
disaffection  of  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants 
of  all  the  French  islands  towards  the  republican 
government,  recently  established  on  the  ruins  of 
their  monarchy,  as  to  create  a  very  general  belief^ 
that  the  appearance  of  a  British  armament  before 
the  capital  of  Martinico  would  alone  produce  an 
immediate  surrender.  General  Bruci,  on  whom 
ihe  chief  command  of  our  troops  had  devolved  in 
the  interim,  was  indeed  assured,  by  a  depu|ation 
from  the  principal  planters  of  the  island,  that 
^^  a  body  of  800  re^ar  troops  would  be  more 
;(han  sufficient  to  overcome  all  possible  resistance.'^ 

"IThese  representations  (as  the  General  himself 

inforiiaed 
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informed  the  king's  ministers)  induced  him,  ia 
conjunction  with  Admiral  Gardner,  to  undertake 
the  expedition  ;  and  the  land  forces  having  been 
embarked  in  the  ships  of  war,  the  armament  arrived 
off  Cape  Navire  on  the  11th  of  June  1793.     On 
the  16th  the  British  troops,  in  nun^iber  eleven 
hundred,  made  good  their  landing ;  and  having 
been  joined  by  a  body  of  about  eight  hundred 
French  royalists,  took  possession  of  a  very  strong 
post  within  five  miles  of  St.  Pierre,  it  being  the 
General's  intention  to  attack  the  two  forts  which 
defended  that  town.     The  plan  however  did  not 
succeed,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  furnish 
a  satisfactory  account  of  the  causes  of  its  failure. 
Whatever  information  might  have  been  contained 
^n  the  dispatches  from  the  commander  in  chief  to 
government,  all  that  has  been  communicated  to 
the  public  lies  in  a  narrow  compass,  and  I  shall 
repeat  the  substantial  part  in  the  General's  own 
words:  ''  The  morning  of  the  18th  (he  observes) 
^f  was  the  time  fixed  for  the  attack,  and  we  were 
^^  to  move  forward  in  two  columns,  the  one  con- 
f '  sisting  of  the  British  troops,  the  other  of  the 
^^  French  Royalists ;   and  for   this  purpose,  the 
'^  troops  were  put  in  motion  before  day-break ; 
'f  but  unfortunately,   some  alarm  having  taken 
^f  place  amongst  the  royalists,  they  began^  in  a 
'f  mistlike,  firing  on  one  another;  and  their  com- 
^f  mander  being  severely  wounded  on  the  occasion, 
'^  his  troops  were  disconcerted,  and  instantly  rc^ 
^^  tired  to  the  post  from  which  they  had  marched/' 
^'  This  conduct  (continues  the  General)  strongly 
f '  proved  that  no  depexidance  could  tje  placed  on 

''  th« 
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*^  the  royalists,  and  that  the  attack  against  St. 
''  Pierre  must  have  been  carried  on  solely  by  the 
^'  British  troops,  to  which  their  numbers  were  not  1793. 
^^  equal.  They  were  therefore  ordered  to  return 
*'  to  their  former  posts,  from  whence  they  re-em- 
''  barked,"  &c. 

This  is  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  what 
the  British  administration  thought  proper  to  fur- 
nish for  the  gratification  of  the  public  curiosity, 
concerning  the  conduct  and  failure  of  this  unfor- 
tunate expedition;  and  indeed  it  is  sufficient  to 
demonstrate,  that  the  strong  assurances  which  had 
been  given,  and  the  sanguine  expectations  which 
had  beeil  formed,  of  support  and  assistance  froii) 
the  greater  part  of  the  French  inhabitants,  con- 
sisting in  the  whole  of  upwards  of  10,000  whites, 
were  not  justified  by  the  event.  It  reflects  there- 
fore great  honour  on  the  liberal  and  humane  dis- 
position of  the  British  commanders,  that  they  did 
not  suffer  the  disappointment,  which  they  must 
have  felt  on  this  occasion,  to  operate  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  those  of  the  French  planters,  by  whom 
such  assurances  were  held  forth,  atid  who,  though 
mistaken  as  to  their  countrymen,  manifested  th^  , 
sincerity  of  their  own  professions  by  their  subser 
quent  conduct.  ^'  As  they  would  certainly  have 
''  fallen  victims,"  observes  (Seneral  Bruce,  ^'  to 
'^  the  implacable  malignity  of  the  republican 
^'  party,  as  soon  as  we  quitted  the  island,  it  be- 
^"^  came  in  a  manner  incumbent  on  us,  in  support 
^'  of  the  national  character,  to  use  our  utmost  ex- 
^'  ertions  to  bring  these  unhappy  people  from  the 
^'  shore ;  and  although  the  necessity  of  impressing 
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'^  such  vessels  as  could  be  founds  and  the  pur-« 
^^  chasing  provisions  from  the  merchant  vessels^ 
1793.  cf  ^jjj  incur  a  great  expence^  I  have  nevertheless 
'^  ventured  upon  it^  trusting  for  my  justification 
t^  to  the  generous  and  humane  disposition  exhibit- 
^^  ed  by  the  British  nation  on  similar  occasions. 
'^  We  were  therefore  employed  in  embarking  these 
*'  people,  from  the  19th  to  the  31st/'  &c,  &c. 

Notwithstanding  this  discouraging  account, 
the  British  ministers,  on  receiving  intelligence  of 
Oeneral  Bruce's  miscarriage,  considered  themselves 
imperiously  called  upon  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  the  English  arms,  by  enterprizes  of  greater 
magnitude  in  the  same  quarter.  They  resolved 
to  send  thither,  forthwith,  such  an  armament,  as, 
in  addition  to  the  British  force  already  in  the  West 
Indies,  should  be  sufficient  not  only  for  the  con- 
quest of  Martinico,  but  even  '^  to  dislodge  the 
*^  enemy  from  every  one  of  their  possessions  in  that . 
^'  part  of  the  world."    Such  was  their  declaration. 

The  necessity  of  dispatching  to  that  part  of  the 
king's  dominions  a  considerable  reinforcement, 
could  not  indeed  admit  of  doubt  or  delay.  The 
preservation  of  many  of  our  sugar  islands,  reur 
dered  such  a  measure  indispensable ;  but  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  was  consistent  with  prudence  an4 
good  policy  to  prosecute  ofFentive  war  in  that 
quarter,  rather  than  confine  our  attention  solely 
to  the  defence  of  the  British  territories  there,  in- 
volves in  it  many  great  and  weighty  considerations. 
A  few  reflections  which  have  occurred  to  me  on 
this  head  will  be  found  towards  the  conclusion  of 
my  narrative. 

SycHj 
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ScCHi  however,  whether  wisely  or  not,  was  the   chap. 
system  approved  by  the  British  ministers ;  and  it  \,^^y^^^,^j 
must  I  think  be  admitted  that,  if  a  war  of  con-     1793. 
quest  in  the  West  Indies  was,  at  all  hazards,  a 
proper  and  justifiable  measure,  th^  comprehensive 
plan,  which  embraced  the  whole  possessions  of 
the  French  in  the  Windward  Islands,  originated 
in  sound  policy :  certainly  it  was  wise,  either  to 
attempt  the  conquest  of  all  of  them,  or  to  leave 
all  of  them  unmolested.     Every  man  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  relative  situation  of  the  Fi;ench 
and  British  colonies  in  those  islands,  the  condi- 
tion of  each,  and  their  affinity  to  each  other,  will 
allow  that,  in  this  case,  there  was  no  medium. 

It  must  likewise  be  admitted,  that  the  prepara- 
tions which  the  ministers  caused  to  be  made,  in 
consequence  of  this  determination,  corresponded 
to  the  magnitude  and  extent  of  their  views.  Or- 
ders were  issued  for  the  immediate  embarkation 
of  fourteen  regiments  of  infantry,  consisting  of 
near  eleven  thousand  men ;  a  fleet  composed  of 
four  first-rate  ships  of  war  and  nine  frigates,  be- 
sides sloops,  bomb-ketches,  and  transports,  was 
appointed  to  convey  them  to  the  scene  of  action, 
and  act  in  conjunction  with  them.  And  that  no 
possible  doubt  might  arise  in  the  public  mind, 
concerning  the  judicious  application  of  this  great 
armament  to  its  proper  object^  the  whole  was 
placed  under  the  direction  of  two  of  the  most 
distinguished  officers  which  any  age  or  nation  has 
produced ;  the  chief  command  being  assigned  to 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  Genieral  of  the  land  forces  ; 
^ad  the  naval  department  to  vice-admiral  Sir  John 

Jervis. 
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Jervis.  Neither  must  it  pass  unobserved,  in  Jus- 
tice to  the  diflferent  public  offices  of  this  king- 
dom, that  the  whole  was  ready  for  its  departure  in 
lesa  than  three  months  after  the  receipt  of  General 
Brace's  dispatches. 

How  much  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  great 
and  decisive  plan  was  not  persisted  in  to  the  last^ 
the  circumstances  which  I  shall  hereafter  record, 
will  mournfully  demonstrate-  It  is  with  pain  I 
lelate,  that  a  few  days  only  before  Sir  Charles 
Grey  expected  to  sail,  a  new  arrangement  was 
made,,  by  which  no  less  tlian  4,600  of  the  troops 
Ihat  had  been  placed  under  his  orders,  were  de- 
tached from  the  rest,  and  employed  oni  another 
service  ;  the  ministers  apologizing  to.the  General, 
by  intimating  that  it  was  not  expected  of  him  to 
accomplish  all  the  objects  for  which  the  more  ex- 
teoisive  armament  had  been  jildged  necessary. 

Although  it  cannot  easily  be  supposed  that  this 
unexpected  diminution  of  his  army,  any  more  than 
the  apology  which  was  made  .  for  it  ( by  which  it 
was  evident  that  the  original  plan  was  abandoned 
by  government),  could  be  matter  of  satisfaction 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  yet  he  silently  ac^ 
ig^uiesccd  in  the  measure ;  and,  as  the  secretary  of 
;Btate  afterwards  very  honourably  and  handsomely 
observed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  "  did  never- 
"  theless  complete  all  the  concjuests  which  were 
'*  in  contemplation  before  aijy  reduction  of  hia 
'"^  force  had  taken  place/* 

The  reader's  first  impression  therefore  will  na- 
turally be,  that,  although  a  less  forpe  was  actually 
^eanployed  than  was  allotted  for  this  expedition, 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


WAR  IN  THE  WFST  INDIES.  443 

the  deficiency  was  abutadai  tly  supplied  by  the   chap. 
spirit  and  energy  of  the  army  anl  navy^  and  the  ^^^J;,,^^ 
wisdom  and  decision  of  the  commanders;  that    1793. 
the  objects  in  \iew  being  fully  obtained^  though 
ivith  less  means  than  were  at  first  suggested,  the 
original  system  was  in  truth  carried   into  full 
effect ;  and  of  course  the  reduction  of  the  army^ 
justified  by  subsequent  events. 

How  far  this  reasoning  can  be  supported,  the 
sequel  will^hew.  1  shall  proceed  in  the  next 
chapter  with  a  detail  of  military  transactions  in 
<;he  order  they  occurred. 


CHAP. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


444  HISTORY  OF  THE 


CHAP.  IL* 


Sir  Cliorles  Grey  arrives  at  JBarbadoes,  and  sails  for 
Jht  Attack  of  Martinico, -^Proceedings  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  until  the  Surrender  pf  that 
Island. 

CHAP.  On  the  26th  of  Novemher  1793,  the  armament, 
reduced  as  M^as  stated  in  the  latter  part  of  the  pre- 
ceding chapter,  sailed  from  St.  Helen's,  smd  x)n* 
the  6th  of  January  1794,  the  squadron  cast  an- 
chor in  Carlisle  Bay,  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes : 
it  was  afterwards  reinforced  by  the  Asia,  of  6^ 
guns,  and  some  additional  frigates. 
V  After  a  nM)ntli's  stay  at  Barbadoes  (an  interval 
which  was  usefully  employed  in  preparing  gun- 
boats, in  training  the  seamen  for  land  service,  and 
in  attendance  on  the  sick)  the  squadron  sailed  for 
the  attack  of  Martinico ;  haying  on  board,  of  land 

*  It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  most  of  what  is  related  m  this 
chapter,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  navy,  in 
the  attack  and  conquest  of  Martinico,  is  copied  from  the  public 
dispatches  of  the  respective  commanders.  The  few  particulars 
wliich  I  have  interwoven  in  some  places,  and  added  in  others, 
are  (derived  partly  from  the  comprehensive  and  circumstantial 
account  which  was  published  by  the  Rev.  Cooper  Willyams  j 
a«d  partly  from  private  communications  from  officers  who  were 
in  actual  service  in  this  campaign.  1  have  arranged  the  whole 
after  ray  own  manner,  in  the  view  (as  I  hoped)  of  giving  the 
detail  greater  clearness  and  perspicuity,  than  can  be  expected 
from  dispatches  written  commonly  in  great  haste  on  the  spur  of 
the  ratoment. 

forces 
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forces  ( including  a  detachment  of  negro  dragoons  )    chap* 
6,083  effective  men.  \^^y^^ 

On  Wednesday,  the  5th  of  February,  the  fleet  ^^^Z^ 
approached  the  south-eastern  coast  of  that  island, 
and  the  General  (having  previously  made  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  with  Sir  John  Jervis)  divided 
the  army  into  three  detachments,  with  a  view  to 
land  them  at  three  separate  and  distinct  quarters* 
These  were  Gallion  Bay  on  the  northern  coast. 
Case  de  Navires  nearly  opposite,  on  the  south, 
and  Trois  Rivieres  towards  the  south-east.  The 
first  detachment  was  commanded  by  Major  Ge- 
neral Dundas,  the  second  by  Colonel  Sir  Charles 
Gordon,  and  the  third  by  the  General  himself, 
assisted  by  Lieutenant  General  Prescott.  The 
measure  was  well  concerted;  for,  by  inducing 
the  enemy  to  divide  his  force,  it  enabled  the  Bri-  x 
tish  to  effect  their  landing  at  each  place,  with  very 
little  loss. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Major  Gene- 
ral Dundas,  with  his  detachment,  escorted  by  Com- 
modore Thompson  and  his  division,  arrived  off  the 
bay  of  Gallion :  Capt  Faulkner  in  the  Zebra  led, 
and  immediately  drove  the  enemy  from  a  battery 
on  Point  a'Chaux. .  The  troops  then  disembarked 
without  further  opposition,  about  three  miles  from 
the  town  of  Trinite,  and  halted  for  the  night, 
Early  the  next  morning  they  began  their  march, 
but  were  someV(^hat  annoyed  in  their  progress  by 
a  fire  of  musketry  from  the  cane-fields,  where  a 
body  of  the  enemy  lay  concealed.  The  aim  of 
the  Major  General  was  to  take  Mome-Le  Brun, 
a  strong  post,  situated  on  an  eminence  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  over  the  town.  This  he  happily  effected/ 
and  instantly  detaching  Lieutenant  Colonel  Crad-^ 
^1794.  dock  \^ith  the  second  battalion  of  grenadiers^  and 
Major  Evatt  with  three  companies  of  light-in- 
fantry^ to  attack  Trinite  Fort^  the  enemy  fled, 
and  our  troops  took  possession  of  it,  with  the 
cannon  and  stores.  Commodore  Thompson  pos- 
sessed himself  at  the  same  time  of  the  vessels  in  the 
harbour^  but  the  town  itself  was  destroyed  by  the 
enemy ;  for  Bellegarde,  the  popular  leader  of  the 
Mulattoes^  being  obliged  to  evacuate  a  fort  bear- 
ing his  own  name^  maliciously  set  fire  to  Trinite 
as  he  retired^  and  the  best  part  of  the  houses,  with 
a  quantity  of  stores  of  all  kinds^  were  consumed 
by  the  flames. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  Major  General  Dun* 
das,  leaving  Major  Skirrett  and  a  party  of  ma-^ 
rines  to  command  at  Trinite  Fort,  proceeded  witb 
his  brigade  to  Gros  Morne,  a  situation  of  great 
importance,  commanding  the  principal  pass  be- 
tween the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
island ;  but  although  the  fortifications  were  strong 
and  extensive,  the  Major  General  found  the  place 
entirely  evacuated,  the  enemy  having  retired  at 
his  approach.  Pushing  forward  again,  the  Major 
General  on  the  9th,  took  possession  of  a  strong 
situation  called  Bruneau,  about  two  leagues  north 
of  Fort  Bourbon,  the  enemy  retreating  as  before. 
From  thence.  Major  General  Dundas  detached 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Craddock  with  three  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers  to  seize  Fort  Matilde,  which 
covered  a  good  landing  within  two  miles  of  hi& 
kft,  and  where  the  enemy  appeared  in  consider- 
able 
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able  force :  but  on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Craddoct*s  chap, 
approach^  they  evacuated  the  place*  Of  this  post  w»-v^^ 
the  British  troops^  being  reinforced  with  a  com-  *^^** 
pany  of  grenadiers^  held  quiet  possession  that 
night,  and  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  day ;  but  in 
the  night  between  the  10th  and  1 1th,  they  werei 
attacked  by  800  of  the  enemy,  under  the  coin- 
mand  of •  Bellegarde,  the  Mulatto  General.  Our 
troops  were  rather  taken  by  surprize ;  but  reco^ 
vering  themselves,  the  enemy  was  totally  repulsed, 
«nd  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  Fort  Bourbon, 
In  this  action  Captain  M'Ewen  of  the  38tb,  and 
jseven  privates,  were  killed,  and  nineteen  wounded. 
Colonel  Sir  Charles  Gordon,  with  the  brigade 
tinder  his  command,  was  not  able  to  make  good 
his  landing  at  Case  de  Navires ;  but  on  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  8th  he  landed  at  Cape  Pilotte  ;  when, 
finding  that  the  enemy  were  masters  of  the  great 
road  and  the  heights  above  it,  he  made  a  circuit- 
ous movement  through  the  mountains,  and  as- 
cended until,  by  day-break  of  the  9th,  he  had 
gained,  unmolested  by  the  enemy,  the  most  com- 
manding p6st  in  that  part  of  the  country :  Co- 
lonel Myers,  descending  from  the  heights,  took 
possession  of  La  Chapelle,  and  a  post  established 
by  the  enemy  above  it.  On  his  return  the  column 
proceeded,  through  very  difficult  ground,  to  the 
heights  of  Berne,  above  Ance  La  Haye ;  the  ene-^ 
my  keeping  a  constant  fire  in  the  meantime  from  . 
the  batteries  of  Sit.  Catherine.  Sir  Charles  Gor- 
don had  now  a  position  which  gave  him  an  easy  * 
communication  with  the  transports ;  when  on  the 
12th,  observing  that  the  battery  and  works  at  St. 
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Catherine^  and  the  posts  i/^hich  gui^ded  the  first 
ravine,  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  he  took 
1794.  possession  of  them,  while  Colonel  Myers,  witb 
five  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  the  forty-third 
regiment,  crossed  four  ravines  higher  up,  and 
seized  all  the  batteries  by  which  they  were  de- 
fended. The  enemy  now  fled  on  every  side,  and 
our  troops  were  soon  in  possession  of  the  five  bat- 
teries between  Cas  de  Navires  and  Fort  Royal. 
They  then  proceeded  and  occupied  the  posts  of 
Gentilly,  La  Coste,  and  La  Archet,  within  a  league 
of  Fort  Bourbon. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  commander  in  chief, 
with  Lieutenant  General  Pr^scott,  and  that  part 
of  the  army  which  had  landed  at  Trois  Rivieres, 
had  marched  from  thence  across  a  very  difficult 
country,  to  the  river  Salee,  and  entered  the  town 
of  the  same  name,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  On  the  march.  Brigadier  General  Whyte 
was  detached  with  the  second  battalion  of  light-^ 
infantry,  to  force  the  batteries  of  Cape  Solomon 
and  Point  a  Burgos,  in  order  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  Islet  aux  Ramiercs,  or  Pigeon  Island,  an 
important  object,  the  attainment  of  which  was 
necessary  to  enable  our  ships  to  get  into  the  bar* 
hour  of  Fort  Royal.  Those  batteries  were  ac- 
cordingly stormed,  and  the  Brigadier  General  be- 
ing reinforced  with  a  detachment  of  Royal  and 
Irish  artillery,  and  200  seamen,  sent  Colonel  Symes 
with  the  seamen,  and  two  companies  of  the  15th 
regiment,  to  ascend  the  heights;  and  take  pos- 
session of  Mount  Matharine,  which  commanded 
Pigeon  Island  at  the  distance  of  400  yards.     ITiia 

wa* 
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^^  happily  aecompHshed  on  flie  9t%  arid  ba(te^    G^M 
Tits  erttied  ati  it*     These  were  completed  during  v>v-^ 
tlit  night  of  the  10th,  and  on  Tuesday  moi^nirig,     i794. 
the  nth,  they  Were  opened,  ind  so  wdl  pointed 
arid  rilceiSsant  a  fire  was  kept  up,  undei*  the  dh-ec- 
<ion  of  Capf .  Pratt  of  the  Irish  artillery,  that  iii 
fwo  hours  the  garrison  struck  their  colours,  and 
Surrendered  at  discretion,  with  the  loss  of  15  men 
Killed  and  25  wounded. 

The  Islet  aux  Ramiereg,  or  Pigeon  Island^  ii 
i^ituated  6n  the  south  side  of  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal, 
itbout  two  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  It  is 
in  itself  a  stecp  and  barren  rock,  inaccessible  ex- 
cept in  one  place  only,  where  the  ascent  is  by  d 
ladder,  fixed  against  a  perpendicular  wall ;  and 
{h€  summit  is  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
/there  were  found  on  it,  11  forty-two  pounders^ 
6  thirty- two  pounders,  14  thirteen-inch  mortars, 
and  one  howitzer,  with  an  immense  quantity  of 
Stores  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  a  stove 
for  hectting  shot. 

On  the  capture  of  this  fortress,  the  squadron 
hilmediately  took  possession  of  the  bay  and  har- 
bour of  Fort  Royal ;  and  most  of  the  transports 
and  store-ships  got  up  to  Cohee,  a  harbour  at  the 
north-cast  end  of  the  bay,  from  whence  they  had 
a  communication,  by  a  chain  of  posts,  with  the 
troops  at  Bruneau ;  and  the  next  object  of  atten- 
tion was  St.  Pierre,  the  capital  of  the  island,  in 
tire  attack  of  which,  the  co-operation  of  the 
forces,  both  by  sea  and  land,  was  indispensably 
necessary. 

In  consequence  of  an  arrangement*  for  this  en- 
Vox.  III.  Q  d'  ter prize. 
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terprite,  Col.  Symes,  with  three  light  companies^ 
and  Major  Maitland^  with  the  JOth  regiment,  em- 
1794.  barked  on  board  a  detachment  of  the  squadron^ 
which  were  ordered  for  the  bay  of  St.  Pierre. 
,  On  the  14th  the  commander  in  chief  moved  for- 
ward with  his  army  to  Bruneau,  where  he  left 
Major  Gen.  Dundas,  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  the  Major  Gen.  marched  from  thence 
to  Gros  Morne  with  the  2d  battalion  of  grena- 
diers, the  33d  and  40th  light  companies,  and  the 
65th  regiment.  From  Gros  Morne  he  detached 
Col.  Campbell  through  the  woods  by  Bois  le  Bue, 
with  the  two  light  companies  and  the  65th  regi- 
ment, to  the  attack  of  Montigne,  proceeding  him- 
self towards  the  heights  of  Capot  and  Callebasse, 
from  both  which  the  enemy  retired.  From  the 
latter  the  Major  Gen.  had  a  distant  view  of  Col. 
Campbell's  detachment,  and  the  mortification  to 
see  them  attacked  by  a  great  body  of  the  enemj 
strongly  posted  about  half  a  mile  short  of  Mon- 
tigne. The  Major  Gen.  immediately  pushed  for- 
ward his  advanced  guard  under  the  command  of 
the  Hon.  Capt.  Ramsay,  who,  by  extraordinary 
exertions,  came  up  with  the  enemy  while  engaged 
with  Col.  Campbeirs  detachment,  and  silenced 
their  fire,  but  the  Colonel  himself  had  unfortu- 
nately fallen  early  in  the  engagement.  Capt^ 
Ramsay  being  joined  by  the  second  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  now  took  possession  of  Montigne,  and 
the  Major  Gen.  took  post  on  Morne  Rouge.  Th« 
same  evening,  the  Major  Gen.  observing  several 
bodies  of  the  enemy  moving  towards  his  front, 
and  forming  under  a  small  redoubt,  ordered  four 

companies 
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Companies  of  grenadiers  t6  advance,  and  a  smart 
engagement-ensued ;  the  enemy  Avas  covered  by  a 
brisk  fire,  from  two  field-pieces  on  Morne  Belle-  ^'^^^ 
vieur.  The  action  continued  for  about  half  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy  retreated,  and  during  the 
night  abandoned  the  fort  on  Morne  Bellevieur,  of 
which  our  troops  immediately  took  possession* 

Our  army  had  now  arrived  within  two  leagues 
of  St.  Pierre,  from  whence  at  day-break,  on  the 
16th,  the  enemy  sent  a  flag,  requiring  three  days 
to  consider  of  a  capitulation.  The  Major  Ge- 
neral returned  for  answer,  that  instead  of  three 
days  he  would  allow  them  only  three  hours  ;  and 
leaving  a  company  of  grenadiers  in  possession  of 
Bellevieur,  he  immediately  moved  on  towards  St. 
Pierre.  At  this  juncture,  the  detachment  of  the 
squadron  arrived  in  the  bay,  and  began  their  ope- 
rations. Colonel  Syraes,  with  the  troops  and  sea- 
men who  were  to  land  with  him,  had,  previous  to 
their  entering  thebay,  embarked  on  board  the  Zebra 
and  Nautilus  sloops,  m  hich  drawing  little  water 
could  land  them  without  difiiculty.  In  the  even- 
ing of  the  1 6th,  these  vessels  approached  the 
north  part  of  the  bay,  the  other  men  of  war  stand- 
ing in  to  cover  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
Capt.  Hervey,  in  the  Santa  Margarita,  perceiving 
the  troops  were  likely  to  be  much  annoyed  by  two  ' 
batteries  with  heated  shot,  steered  close  under  the 
guns  of  the  most  considerable  of  them,  and  effec- 
tually silenced  it.  About  four  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  the  troops  made  good  their  landing,  and 
immediately  advanced  towards  St.  Pierre  ;  but  the 
conflict  was  at  an  end,  for  the  enemy  seeing  the 
G  G  2  British 
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Britisli  a]>proach  both  by  sea  and  by  land,  evacn- 
aled  the  town,  leaving  their  colours  flying,  which 
^^^'^  were  immediately  hauled  down,  and  the  British 
colours  placed  ia  their  room.  By  ten  o'clock  the 
whole  of  Colonel  Symes's  detachment  had  march- 
ed into  the  town,,  and  were  soon  afterwards  joioecl 
by  General  Dundas  and  bis  army. 

No  injury  was  done,  nor  outrage  offered,  to  the 
inhabitants  ;  tlie  women  and  childrea  sat  at  their 
doors  to  see  the  soldiers  march  in,,  as  peaceably  and 
cheerfully  as  the  inhabitants  of  att  English  til^a^^e- 
behold  a  regiment  pass  through  their  streets.  One 
instance  only  occurred,  of  aa  attempt  to  pillage  p 
for  which  the  offender  was  immediately  hung  up 
by  the  Provost  Marshal,,  at  the  gate  ^  the  Jesuits'^ 
College. 

The  town  of  St.  Pierre  being  thus  captured*, 
and  many  important  posts  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
country  already  in  possession  of  tb^  British  troops,^ 
it  might  have  been  supposed  tint  the  surrender  of 
the  island  was  speedily  to  have  followed ;  but  so 
great  was  the  natural  and  artificial  strength  of  the 
country,  and  so  obstinately  wa»it  defended  oo  this 
occasion  by  the  LChhabitants,  tliat  much  remained 
to  be  done  before  this  event  took  place.  The  two 
great  forts  •f  Boqrboa  and  Fort  Royal  (the 
former  commanded  by  Rochamb^au  the  GoTernoir 

*  Lieut.  ]VIaleolm  of  the  4l9t  grena«Kcrs  was  appornted 
Town  Majer,  in  consideration  of  his  distinguished  coadiict  aad 
native  services  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  riflenien^  which  was 
composed  of  two  men  selected  from  each  company  of  the  first 
battalion  of  grenadiers.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  this 
•fficw  hereafter* 
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of  tte  J«l^m4)  were  stiii  to  l>€  conquered ;  and  it   chap. 
was  impossible  closely  to  invest  Fort  Bourbon^ 
without  first  possessing  the  heights  of  Sjro  or 
60  Jrier,  a  situati^Jn  eminently  strong  and  difficult, 
and  defejided  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy,  under 
the  coQ^mand  of  the  mulatto  General  Bellegarde. 
The  comiuander  in  chiefs  therefore,  proposed  to 
attack  this  post  from  hk  camp  at  Bruneau,  on  the 
night  of  the  18th^  and  to  depend  for  success  solely 
on  a  ^i^orous  use  of  the  bayonet ;  but,  a  few  hours 
previous  to  the  time  he  had  fixed  for  the  enter- 
prize,  IBellfgarde  himself,  with  part  of  his  troops, 
descended  the  heights,  and  attacked  the  Ganerars 
left     Hi»  intention  w$s,  if  possible,  to  cut  oftHhe 
communication  between  the   British  army  and 
navy.     The  attempt  was  bold*  hut  it  was  ruinous. 
The  General  immediately  perceived  the  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  it,   and  seized  it  in  tlie  mo- 
meot ;  for,  directing  Lieut,  Gen,  Prescott  to  keep 
the  wemy  in  cheeky  he  ordered  from  his  right 
Lieut.  CoL  Bucfceridge,  with  the  third  battalion  of 
grenadiers,  and  Juieut.  Colonels  Coote  and  Blun- 
dell,  with  the  Ut  and  2d  battalion^  of  light  infan- 
try, to  attack  IkUegardets  caoip  on  the  left     In 
this  fervice  this  detachment  displayed  such  spirit 
joid  impetnosity  as  proved  irrcsislible,  and  possea- 
;sion  being  taken  of  I5t41(?garde  s  camp,  his  own 
caniK^n  were  turaed  ggftin^jt  him^     Thfs  nnfortitr 
,pate  maa  and  hi$  se^coiid  in  coinmetnd,  witii  about 
3Q^  of  tlicir  followers,  sprrendericd  thecasclves  to 
the  General  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  two  leaders 
des^ing  to  bj^  sent  to- Nprth' America,  6n  condition 
,of  iV?^er  ^ef,\ing   agaipst    l^is    majesty;    aud  in 
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CHAP,    this  request  they  were  gratified.     Their  followers 
^^^^J'<^  were  sent  ou  board  the  king's  ships  as  prisoners 

From  the  20th  of  February,  Forts  Bourbon  and 
Louis  with  the  town  of  Fort  Rojal,  were  com- 
pletely invested,  and  the  General  was  busily  em- 
ployed in  erecting  batteries  on  his  first  parallel. 
On  the  north-east  side,  the  army  under  General 
Piescott  broke  ground  on  the  25th  of  February, 
and  on  the  west  side  towards  La  Caste,  fascine 
batteries  for  mortars  a^id  cannon  were  erecting 
with  all  possible  expedition.     In  this  business  the 
seamen  eminently  distinguished  themselves ;  an^ 
the  siege  was  carried  on  with  unremitted  exertion 
by  night  and  day  ;  the  most  perfect  co-operatioti 
prevailing  between  the  army  and  navy  ;  the  ex- 
ertions of  both  being  animated  by  the  presence 
and  approbation  of  his  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Edward,  who  arrived  firom  Quebec  the  4th   of 
March,  and  taking  the  command  of  Sir  Charles 
Gordon's  brigade,  set  an  admirable  example  of 
discipline  and  good  conduct  to  the  whole  army,  by 
his  behaviour,  during  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 
paign.    The  advanced  batteries  were  at  length 
brought  within  five  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Bour- 
bon, and  not  more  than  two  hundred  from  the  re^ 
doubt;  when  on  the  17th  of  March,  the  General 
concerted  measures  with  the  Admiral  for  a  com-t 
bined  assault,  by  the  naval  and  land  forces,  upon 
the  fort  and  town  of  Fort  Royal.     Scaling  lad- 
ders being  provided,  and  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments settled,   the  ships  destined  for  the  service 
took  their  stations  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of 

March, 
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Marth.     Th^  Asia,  and  the  Zebra  sloop,  with    c3hap: 
Captain  Rogers,  and  a  body  of  seamen  in  flat  o-v-o 
boats  (the  whole  under  the  command  of  Commo-     ^'^^^'* 
dore  Thompson ),  composed  the  naval  force  ;  the 
land  force  consisted  ©f  the  first  battalion  of  gre- 
nadiers, tjie  first  and  third  light  infantry,  \Tith  the 
third  grenadiers. 

About  10  o'clock  the  Asia  and  Zebra  got  under 
way.  The  Zebra  led  in,  towards  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire,  without 
returning  a  shot.  The  Asia  had  got  within  the 
range  of  grape  shot,  when,  to  the  surprize  of  the 
whole  fleet,  she  wore  and  made  sail  from  the  fort. 
She  stood  in  a  second  time^  and  again  put  about*^ 
Now  then  it  was  that  Captain  Faulkner  of  the 
Zebra  acquired  immortal  honour ;  for  perceiving 
that  he  could  not  expect  any  assistance  from  the 
Asia  (a  ship  of  the  line)  he  determined  to  under- 
take the  service  alone  in  his  small  sloop  of  16 
guns,  and  he  executed  this  design  with  matchless 
•  intrepidity  and  good  conduct ;  for  running  the 
Zebra  close  to  the  walls,  and  leaping  overboard  at 
the  head  of  his  sloop's  company,  he  scaled  the 
ramparts;  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fort. 
*'  No  language  of  mine  (says  Admiral  Jervis) 
*'  can  express  the  merit  of  Capt.  Faulkner  on 
'^  this  occasion  ;  but  as  every  man  in  the  army 
'^  and  squadron  bears  testimony  to  it,  this  incom- 
*'  parable  action  cannot  fail  of  being  recorded  in 

*  It  is  said  that  a  French  loyalist,  named  Tonreller,  who  had 
formerly  been  lieutenant  of  Fort  Louis,  was  employed  by  Capt, 
3rown  as  pilot  on  this  occasion,  and  that  this  man,  under  pre-? 
tepee  of  shoals,  refused  to  carry  tlie  ship  any  farther. 

''  the 
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CMAP.   '*  the  page  of  history.**    CpJ-  Symet,  in  the 
^^-y>^  triumphant  pioment,  Altered  wd  toek  popsessiea 
^'^     ofthetowq. 

This  signal  success  detenvined  the  £Ue  ef  the 
Island ;  for  General  Rocbambeaii,  perceiviog  th^t 
all  was  lost^  inunediatei j  ^nt  a  flag  from  Fort 
Bourbon^  oflfering  to  surrender  on  capitulatioa. 
Tlie  terms  were  accordingly  adjusted  on  the  ^d, 
^d  on  the  25th,  the  garrison^  reduced  to  900 
nen^  marched  out  prisoners  of  war.  To  the  galT 
lantry  with  which  this  fortress  was  defended^  Ge- 
ijeral  Grey  bore  an  honourable  testimony,  by  ob-r 
serving,  th^t  '^  the  British  troops,  on  eptering 
^^  the  place,  could  scarcely  find  an  ipch  of  ground 
^'  which  had  not  been  touched  by  their  shot  or 
f'  their  ^helU/' 

Tlius  wa3  achieved  the  conquest  of  Martinico^ 
with  the  loss  on  the  part  of  the  Qritish  qf  71  mem 
lulled,  193  woumied,  and  of  three  that  were  raissr 
ing.  The  limits  I  have  prescribed  to  n^vf^lf  will 
iio\  allow  me  to  enunierate  the  particular  mf  rit« 
of  all  those  gallant  men,  whose  service«,  both  by 
sea  and  land,  were  conspicuous  on  this  occasion. 
History  will  not  fail  to  record  them,  and  above  all 
to  give  due  honour  to  that  ^alous  cQ-oper^tion^ 
to  that  admirable  spirit  of  uns^nimity  apd  copcord 
between  t\\e  ^ea  and  land  service,  which  were  par** 
ticularly  observable  during  the  whole  siege ;  ^d 
for  want  of  which,  in  ptheT  casef,  both  pupihers 
and  courage  have  oftentimes  proved  unavailing. 


f^*  Immediately 
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*4t*  Immediately  on  the  surrender  of  the  Island,  the  follow-    CHAP, 
U^  proclamation  was  issued  in  General  Orders  : 

Head  Quarters,  Fort  Royal^ 
25th  March  17^. 

Parole,  FORT  GEORCS:.  C.  S.  FORT  ^WARD, 

Field  Officer,  COLONEL  COOTE. 

THE  Commander  in  Chief  (Mrders  Fort  Bourbon  now  to  bear 
the  name  of  Fort  Qeorge,  and  Fort  Louis  to  hear  the  name  of 
Fort  Edward  :  and  to  be  called  so  in  future.  The  coipmander 
in  chief,  with  heartfelt  satisfaction,  congratulates  the  army  011 
the  complete  conquest  of  the  Island  of  Martinico,  a  most  im- 
portant acquisition  to  his  Majesty's  crown.  He  begs  permisaton 
to  retmn  the  army  in  general  his  warmest  thanjcs  for  their  2eal,. 
perseverance,  gallantry,  and  spirit,  so  eminently  lUstinguisbed, 
and  never  before  exceeded,  by  every  rank,  from  the  general  to 
the  soldier,  throughout  this  service ;  and  this  justice  he  canno^ 
6il  to  do  theip  in  the  strongest  language  tp  his  Alayest^. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR  III. 


Conquest  of  St.  Lucia. — Description  of  Guada- 
loupe. — Proceedings  against  that  Island. — Its 
Surrender  completes  the  Conquest  of  the  French 
West  India  Colonies, — Cause  of  the  subsequent 
Reverses. — Moriality  among  the  British. — Ar^ 
rival  of  a  French  Squadron  with  Troops  at  Gua- 
daloupe. — Their  Successes:  followed  hifflie  Re- 
duction  of  the  whole  Island. — Inhuman  Bar- 
harittj  of  Victor  Hngucs  to  the  Royalists. — Sir 
C.  Grey  and  Sir  J.  Jervis,  succeedi^d  by  Sir  J. 
yaughan  aiul  Admiral  Caldwell. 

CHAP.  Victory  having  thus  far  crowned  the  Bri- 
N.^^^..^  tish  arms.  General  Grey  determined,  without  loss 

^m  ^^  tiine,  to  persevere  in  his  career  of  glory ;  where- 
fore, leaving  five  regiments  under  the  command  of 
General  Prescott,  for  the  protection  of  Martinico, 
he  and  the  brave  Admiral  proceeded,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3 1  st  of  March,  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lucia. 
This  island  had  not  the  means  of  a  formidable  de- 
fence ;  and  on  the  4th  of  April,  his  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  Edward,  after  a  fatiguing  march  of 
fourteen  hours  from  the  landing  place>  hoisted  the 
British  colours  on  its  chief  fortress  Morne  For- 
tune ;  the  garrison,  consisting  of  300  men,  having 
surrendered  on  the  same  terms  of  capitulation  as 
those  that  had  been  granted  to  General  Roc  ham- 
beau.  Ricard,  the  officer  commanding  in  St. 
Lucia,  desired  and  obtained  permission,  as  Ro- 

chambeau 
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th^iabeau  had  done  before  him,  to  embark  for 
North  America;  but  the  garrisons  of  both,  of  St. 
Lucia  and  Martinico,  were  sent  to  France  imme-     ^^^ 
diately  on  their  surrender*. 

After  the  completion  of  this  service.  General 
Grey,  having  left  the  sixth  and  ninth  regiments^ 
with  deta(  hments  of  artillery  and  engineers,  as  a 
garrison  for  St.  Lucia,  and  appointed  Sir  Charles 
Gordon  governor  of  that  island,  returned  to  Mar-^ 
tinico;  and  the  spirit  of  enterprize  among  the  sol- 
diers being  thus  kept  alive  and  encouraged,  the 
General  turned  his  attention  in  the  next  place  to 
the  large  and  fertile  colony  of  Guadaloupe. 

It  is  necessary  the  reader  should  be  apprized  in 
this  place,  that  Guadaloupe  consists  in  fact  of  two 
islands,  divided  from  each  other  by  a  narrow  arm 
of  the  sea,  called  La  Riviere  Salee,  (Salt  River) 
which  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  50  tons ;  the  east- 
ern island,  or  division,  being  called  Grande  Terre, 
and  the  western,  Basse  Terre.  Adjoining  the 
former,  is  a  small  island  called  Desirade,  and  near 


*  So  rapid  were  the  movements  of  the  British  army,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Edward  reimbarked  in  the  Boyne  at  the 
end  Qf  58  hours  after  he  had  landed  at  St.  Lucia.  It  is  impossible 
to  mention  this  island  without  lamenting  that  it  has  proved  in 
every  war  a  grave  to  thousands  of  brave  men !  On  the  present 
occasion  a  circumstance  occurred  which  demonstrates,  in  a  very 
striking  manner,  the  extreme  unwholesomeness  of  the  clima^tq. 
The  night  after  the  troops  had  landed,  the  first  battalion  of  gre- 
nadiers took  possession  of  some  negro  huts :  the  second  battalion 
had  no  such  accommodation,  or  rather  chose  to  remain  in  the 
open  air.  The  consequence  was,  that  while  the  former  conti- 
nued healthy,  40  of  the  best  men  of  the  latter  were  returned  the 
next  morning  on  the  sick  list 
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^AP.  to  the  latter  a  cluster  of  little  islancl*  called  I^ 

^^J][^^^  Saintes.     At  some  distance  from  these^  towards 

jTlfH.    the  east,  is  another  island  called  Mafie  Gallantc ; 

all  these  were  depende|[)ci^s  on  GuadMp.upe,  and 

pomprized  in  its  govcriiment. 

On  Tuesday  the  8th  of  ApriL  sw^h  of  the  troops 
as  remained  after  the  necessary  garrisons  for  the 
conquered  islands  were  formed^  ei|ibarkc4  in  trans- 
ports, and  the  fleet  sailed  from  the  Bay  of  Fort 
Royal.  A  detachment  of  the  squadron  h^ving^ 
l)een  sent  in  the  first  place  to  atti^ck  the  little 
islands  above  mentioned,  called  Les  Sainies,  tha|; 
service  was  executed  with  much  spirit  and  gal- 
lantry by  a  party  of  sejim^n  find  marines ;  *nd 
aboyt  noon  on  the  lOth^  the  Boyne  apd  Veteraa 
cast  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Point  a  Petre,  in  th^ 
division  of  Grande  Terrej  a  fr^sh  >Yincl  aud  k^ 
current  preventing  many  of  the  transpoits  frem 
getting  in  until  the  day  fallowing;* 

Without  waiting  however  for  the  arrival  of  all 
the  troops,  the  General  ellected  the  landing  of  9, 
considerable  detachment,  with  the  addition  of  500 
marines,  at  Grosier  Bay,  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
rooming:  of  the  llth^  under  cover  of  the  WincheJ- 
sea  man  of  war,  the  Captain  of  which,  Lo^d  Visr 
f^Quat  Garlics,  being  the  only  persoa  that  was 
veu^dcd  en  the  occasion*  ^'  He  received  a  bad 
'^contusion  (observes  Admiral  Jervis^  from  thfe 
''  fire  of  a  battery  against  w  hich  he  had  plaCed  his 
*'  sUip,  in  tlm  gaQ<i  o\dt  Tjf^^,  >\ithi^  half  musket 
'^  shot/'  The  battery  howevci?  was  soon  silenced, 
and  early  en  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  the  Foi^  of 
La  Plctfr  d^Epee  was  carried  by  assault^  and  the 

greatest 
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greatest  J)atrt  of  the  g^rrisnn  put  to  the  sword. 
Fort  Sf .  Louis,  the  town  of  Poitit  jt  Petre,  and 
the  new  batterf  upori  Met  a  Gochon,  being  after- 
wards abandoned,  and  the  inhabitants  fljing  in  all 
dii-ections,  the  possesrfon  df  Grande  Thtc  was 
complete. 

The  reduction  of  Basse  Terre  Was  effected  the 
21st  of  the  same  month ;  for  the  strong  post  of 
Palmiste  being  carried  by  the  gallantry  of  Prince 
Edward  and  Col.  Sjmes,  and  that  of  Houelmont 
by  Major  Gen.  Dundas,  the  French  gOTernor 
(Collot)  immediately  capitulated;  surrendering 
the  whole  of  Guadaloupe  and  all  its  dependencies 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  same  terms 
that  were  altowed  to  Rochambcau  at  Martinique, 
and  Ricard  at  Lucia.  It  is  pleasing  to  add^  that 
this  conquest  was  happily  effected  with  the  loss 
on  the  part  of  the  British  of  only  seventeen  men 
killed,  and  abont  fifty  wounded*. 

This  gallant  and  successful  enterprise  completed 
the  entire  conquest  of  the  French  possessions  in 
the  West  Indian  Islands  ;  and  the  primary  views 
and  declarations  of  the  British  ministers  were  thus 
wonderfully,  and  I  believe  unexpectedly,  realized 
by  British  energy  and  valour.  Happy,  if  the 
scene  bad  shut  at  this  period,  and  no  envious 
cloud  overcast  the  close  of  a  campaign,  the  open- 
ing and  progress  of  which  had  shone  with  sa 
bright  a  lustre  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  f 

*  From  a  return  found  among  General  Collors  papers, '  it 
appeared  that  the  number  of  French  troops  in  Guadaloupe  was 
5877. 

1  ,  But 
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But  now  it  was  that  the  measure  of  reducing; 
» the  army  at  the  outset  of  the  expedition^  began  to 
1794.  manifest  those  unhappy  consequences^  which  it 
was  then  predicted  would  ensue  from  it.  In  al- 
lotting garrisons  for  the  security  of  the  several 
islands  which  had  surrendered^  the  deficiency  of 
troops  for  that  purpose  was  at  once  obvious  and 
alarming.  It  was  discovered  that  the  mortality 
had  been  so  great  (more  from  sickness^  the  never- 
failing  effect  of  extraordinary  exertion  in  tropical 
climates^  than  the  sword  of  the  enemy  )>  as  to  have 
reduced  the  ranks  to  nearly  one-half  their  original 
numbers ;  and  of  the  troops  which  remained  alive, 
a  very  large  proportion  were  so  worn  down  by 
unremitting  fatigue^  as  to  be  rendered  absolutely 
incapable  of  eflScient  service.  Unfortunately,  the 
numerous  enterprizes  in  which  the  British  forces 
were  engaged,  and  especially  the  fatal,  and  never 
enough  to  be  lamented,  attempt  on  St.  Domingo^ 
left  it  not  ia  the  power  of  the  king's  ministers  to 
send  such  a  reinforcement  to  the  Windward  Islands 
as  the  occasion  required.    . 

So  early,  however,  as  the  22d  of  March,  four 
regiments,  consisting  of  2,377  men,  had  sailed  from 
Cork  for  Barbadoes.  They  were  intended  indeed 
for  St.  Domingo,  but  authority  was  given  to  Ge- 
neral Sir  Charles  Grey  to  detain  two  of  them,  if 
circumstances  should  render  it  necessary,  to  serve 
under  his  own  command  in  the  Windward  Islands. 

These  regiments  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the 
5th  of  May,  and  the  General  detained  the  eight 
battalion  companies  of  the  35th,  one  of  the  four 
regiments^   but   observing  the   extreme  anxiety 

which 
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whicli  the  British  minister  expressed  in  his  dis- 
patches for  prosecuting  the  enterprise  against  St 
Domingo,  and  trnsting  (as  he  writes)  ''that  ef-  1^94. 
fectual  care  would  be  taken  at  home  to  prevent 
the  enemy  in  the  conquered  islands  receiving 
assistance  from  Europe/'  he  replaced  those  bat- 
talion companies  with  eight  flank  companies ' 
from  his  own  army,  which  was  thus  rather  dimi- 
nished than  augmented  by  the  exchange  *. 

From  this  period,  the  tide  which  had  hitherto 
flowed  with  so  rapid  and  prosperous  a  current,  be- 
gan 

*  These  flank  companies  proceeded  first  to  Jamaica,  and  fiom 
thence  to  Port  au  Prince  ;  and  nothing  can  afford  a  more  strik- 
ing demonstration  of  the  sad  consequence  of  tropical  warfare, 
than  the  account  which  has  been  given  of  this  reinforcement  on 
its  arrival  art:  the  place  of  its  destination,  **;  On  the  8th  of  June, 
'^  eight  flank  companies  belonging  to  the  22d,  24th,  35th,  and 
'^  41st  regiments,  arrived  at  Portau  Prince,  under  the  command 
**  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lenox.  They  consisted,  on  then:  em- 
*'  barkatioQ^  of  about  seventy  men  each,  but  the  aggregate  num-' 
*'  ber,  wheal  landed,  was  not  quite  three  hundred.  The  four 
''  grenadier  companies,  in  particular,  were  nearly  annihilated. 
"  The  frigate  in  which  they  were  conveyed,  became  a  house  of 
''pestilence.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  their  number  were 
"  buried  in  the  de^,  in  the  short  passage  between  Guadaloupe 
"  and  Jamaica,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  were  left  in  a 
"  dying  state  at  Port  lloyal.  The  wretched  remains  of  the 
*'  whole  detachment  discovered,  on  their  landing  at  Port  au 
*'  Prince,  that  they  came  not  to  participate  in  the  glories  of  con- 
-'  quest,  but  to  perish  themselves  within  the  walls  of  an  hospi- 
"  tal !  So  rapid  was  the  mortality  of  the  British  army,  after 
"  their  arrival,  that  no  less  than  forty  officers,  and  upwards  of 
'^  six  hundred  rank  and  file,  met  an  untimely  death,  without  a 
*'  contest  with  any  other  enemy  than  sicki«iess,  in  the  short  space 
**  of  two  months  after  the  surrender  of  the  town." 

Historical  Survey  of  St.  Domingo,  Chap.  xi.  p.  174, 

10 
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^^^  gsn  to  hifl  iii  a  contrary  dire/^oa.  Tbe  ^cknciB 
i^bich  hwi  for  some  time  ^evailod  in  iht  Maty, 
was  become  e^casperated  to  pestilence.  The  troops 
iunk  ulider  ft  in  gr^at  nmnbers^  and  amoo^  iU 
most  dtstingnisfaed  Tictims^  was  major  general 
Pandas^  the  f^Vemm  of  Goadaloiipe.  On  th^ 
4tb  of  June  the  coraauinder  in  eUef  (being  at 
tbat  time  witb  tbe  admiral^  inspeetiftg'  the  state  ef 
St.  Christopher's)  received  the  melancholy  ac- 
count df  this  galtaht  officer's  deaths  and  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  ftirther  intelligence  arrive^ 
which  rendered  his  loss  at  that  juncture  doubly 
afflicting.  This  was  nothing  less  than  the  very 
unexpected  information^  tbat  a  French  armament 
of  considerable  force  was,  at  that  Baoment^  off 
Point  a  PMre ! 

On  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the  admiral  madi 
immediate  sail  for  Guadaloupe,  and  arriyed  there 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  havii^  put  tba 
commander  ia  chief  ashore  at  Basse  Terre,  he  pf  o^ 
ceeded  with  the  ships  to  Point  a  Pletre  ;  bttf  fotmd 
that  the  enemy  had  not  onily  made  good  their 
landing,  but  had  also  forced  Fort  Fieur  d'£lpee 
on  the  preceding  day,  and  were  actually  in  po9« 
session  of  the  town,  and  the  forts  by  which  it  was 
defended.  They  had  likewise  secured  their  ship- 
ping at  safe  anchorage  in  the  harbour.  It  was 
BOW  discovered  tbat  this  armament  consisted  of 
4wo  fr^tcs,  a  corvette,  two  large  shipr  armed  €* 
fii^e,  and  two  other  vessels ;  having  brought  with 
them  1500  regular  troops*. 

*  Tbis  anxiaraent  sailed  from  Rochfbrt  on  the  25th  of  April. 

The 
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The  success  of  the  French  on  this  occasion  was 


1794. 


the  more  surprising,  as  there  was  at  this  time  in 
Guadaloupe  a  larger  proportion  of  British  troops 
than  in  either  of  the  other  conquered  islands  ;  it 
is  asserted  by  a  respectable  author*,  who  collected 
his  obserrations  on  the  scene  of  action,  that  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  was  greatly  accelerated  by 
the  misconduct  of  several  of  the  French  royalists 
then  in  the  fort,  a  party  of  whom  (misinformed 
perhaps  as  to  the  real  number  of  the  invaders) 
offered  their  services  to  sally  on  the  besieger,s,  and 
marched  out  for  that  purpose,  umder  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  M^  Dowall  of  the  43d,  but  on 
approaching  the  enemy  they  were  panic  struck, 
and  deserted  to  the  town.  Thirty  of  them  only 
out  of  140  returned  to  Fleur  d'Epee  with  Cap- 
tain M'Dowall.  The  British  merchants  and 
sailors  from  the  town  of  Point  a  Petre,  had  thrown* 
themselves  into  this  fort  to  co-operate  with  the 
garrison.  This  little  band,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Drummond  of  the  forty^ 
third  regiment,  did  all  that  gallant  men  could  do  ; 
twice  they  repulsed  the  assailants  ;  but  the  French 
royalists  who  remained  in  the  fort,  conceiving  the 
vain  hope  of  obtaining  mercy  for  themselves  by 
a  surrender,  insisted  at  length  that  the  gates 
should  be  thrown  open.  This  was  no  sooner 
done,  than  the  enemy  poured  in  from  all  sides, 
and  the  few  surviving  British  soldiers  ( not  morcf 
than  40  ia  number)  were  obliged  to  make  the 
best   retreat   they  could  to  Fort  Louis.      This 

*  Pev.  Cooper  WiUyams,  chaplain  to  the  Boyne. 

roh*  in.  H  H  '       '       place 
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CHAP,  place  not  being  tenable  after  the  loss  of  Fleur 
\^!^  d'Epee,  was  soon  abandoned  by  them^  and  thejr 
1794.     crossed  over  to  Basse  Terre*. 

The  commander  in  chief,  the  moment  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  was  ascertained^  had  trans- 
mitted orders  to  the  commanders  in  the  diflferent 
islands  to  send  fom  thence  whatever  force  could 
be  spared  ;  and  the  legislature  of  St.  Christopher, 
immediately  on  receiving  notice  of  the  enemy's 
appearance,  raised  a  considerable  body  of  volun- 
teers at  the  expence  of  the  colony,  and  dispatched 
them,  with  great  expedition,  to  co-operate  in  this 
important  service. 

*  The  celebfated  Brigadier  General  Aniold,  being  on  busi- 
ness of  a  mercantile  nature  at  Point  a  Petre,  was  captured  at  the 
time  the  place  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and,  being 
apprehensive  of  ill  treatment,  changed  his  name  to  Anderson. 
He  was  put  on  board  a  prison-ship  in  the  harbour,  and  had  con- 
siderable property  in  cash  with  him,  of  which,  it  is  supposed, 
Fremont  and  Victor  Hugues  were  informed,  as  he  received  an 
intimation  from  one  of  the  French  sentries,  that  he  was  known, 
and  would  soon  be  guillotined.  On  this  alarming  intelligence, 
he  determined  to  attempt  an  escape,  which  he  eifected  in  the 
following  manner :  At  night  he  lowered  into  the  sea  a  cask 
containing  clothes  and  valuables,  with  a  direction  on  it,  that  if  it 
floated  to  the  shore  of  our  camp  at  Berville,  it  might  be  known, 
iand  restored  to  him  5  he  then  lowered  down  his  cloak-bag  to  a 
small  raft  which  he  had  prepared,  on  which  also  he  got  himself, 
and  proceeded  to  a  small  canoe,  in  which  he  pashed  for  the  Bri- 
tish fleet,  directed  by  the  admiral's  lights.  On  his  making  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  he  was  challenged  by  the 
French  row-guard,  but  by  the  darkness  of  tlie  night  escaped 
from  them,  and  arrived  on  board  the  Boyne  by  four  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning,  the  30tli  of  June. 

See  tlie  Rev.  Cooper  Willyams's  Account  of  the  Cara- 
paigu  in  the  West  Indies. 

All 
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All  the  force  that  could  be  thus  obtained,  be- 


ing at  length  collected  at  Basse  Terre,  detach^ 
ments  were  landed  on  the  side  of  Fort  Fleur 
d'Epee,  and  many  skirmishes  took  place  with  the 
enemy,  between  the  19th  of  June  and  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  the  particulars  of  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  relate.  The  weather  was  now  be- 
come insupportably  hot,  and  the  tropical  rains 
being  already  set  in,  the  General  determined  to 
make  an  effort  to  finish  the  campaign  at  a  blow. 
It  was  planned  that  a  large  body  6f  troops,  under 
Brigadier  General  Symes,  should  march  during 
'^  the  night,  and  make  themselves  masters  of 
Morne  government,  and  the  other  commanding 
heights  round  the  town  of  Point  a  Petre;  the 
General  himself,  at  the  head  of  the  rest  of  hi^ 
army,  remaining  in  readiness  on  the  heights  of 
Mascot,  to  storm  Fort  Fleur  d'Epee,  on  receiving 
a  signal  from  the  brigadier  :  the  failure  of  this 
enterprize  was  a  fatal  circumstance;  and  many 
animadversions  having  been  made  on  the  conduct 
of  it ;  T  shall  recite  the  particulars  in  General 
Grey's  own  words :  '^  On  the  evening  of  the  1st 
^^  instant  Brigadier  General  Symes  marched  from 
'^  Morne  Mascot  with  the  1st  battalion  of  grena- 
^'  diers,  the  1st  and  2d  battalions  of  light  infantry, 
'^  and  the  1st  battalion  of  seamen  commanded  by 
"  Captain  Robertson,  to  attack  the  town  of  Point 
''  a  Petre  before  day-break  oi\  the  2d  instant ;  but 
'^  being  misled  by  their  guides,  the  troops  entered 
'^  the  town  at  the  part  where  they  were  most  ex- 
'^  posed  to  the  enemy's  cannon  ajid  small  arms, 
*'  and  where  it  was  not  possible  to  scale  the  walls 

H  H  2  ^^  of 
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CHAP.  ''  of  flic  fort ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they  suf- 
^^^J^^  ''  fered  considerably  from  round  and  grape-shot, 
1794.  <f  together  with  small  arms  fired  from  the  houses, 
*^  &c.  and  a  retreat  became  unavoidable.*'  It 
gives  me  great  concern,  observes  the  General,  to 
add,  that  Brigadier  General  Symes  was  wounded  ; 
and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gomm,  and  some 
other  meritorious  officers,  were  killed  on  this  at-* 
tack,  as  was  also  Captain  Robertson  of  the  navy, 
a  valuable  officer,  and  whose  death  was  a  great 
loss  to  the  service.* 

The  meditated  attack  on  Fort  Pleur  d*Epee, 
being  thus  rendered  abortive,  and  the  British 
troops  so  reduced  or  debilitated  as  to  be  absolutely 
unfit  for  further  exertion,  (exposed  as  they  were 
to  the  sun  and  the  rains)  it  was  resolved,  at  a  con- 
sultation held  on  the  3d,  between  the  commander 
in  chief  and  the  admiral,  to  relinquish  all  further 
attempts  for  the  present  on  Gratid  Terre ;  and  to 
remove  the  artillery  and  stores,  and  to  reinforce, 
with  the  troops,  the  posts  in  B^sse  Terre.  This 
determination,  dictated  by  a  necessity  which  left 

*  Brigadier  General  Symes  died  of  his  wounds  a  short  time 
afterwards :  exclusive  of  whom,  the  total  loss  of  the  British  in 
this  unfortunate  affair,  and  some  preceding  attacks,  is  stated  as 
follows : 

I  lieutenant  colonel,  4  captains,  7  lieutenants,  7  seijeants, 

2  drummers,  pi  rank  and  file,  killed;  I  major,  3  captains,  7 
lieutenants,  13  Serjeants,  8  drummers,  298  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed;  1  Serjeant,  3  drummers,  52  rapk  and  file,  missing.  One  of 
the  French  frigates  in  the  harbour  did  great  execution,  killing 

3  officers  and  «6  privates  of  the  light  infantry,  by  a  single  dis- 
charge of  grape  shot,     They  were  unfortunately  drawn  up  in  a 

'      street,  which  was  oif^jctually  commanded  by  her  guns* 

no 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


WAR  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES.  469 

no  alternative,  was  carried  into  effect  without  loss,    chap. 

in 
on  the  night.of  the  5th.     ''  I  now'*  said  the  ge-  o.->^ 

''  ncral  in  his  letter  of  the  8th,  ''  occupy  with  my    ^^^^• 

''  wlK)le   force,   the   ground   between   St.  John's 

"'  Point  and  Bay  Mahault,   and  having  erected 

^'  batteries  with  24-pounders,  and  morter  batteries, 

''  at  Point  Saron  and  Point  St.  John,  opposite  to 

'''  the  town  of  Point  a  Petre,  my  situation  gives 

'^  perfect  security  to  Basse  Terre." 

Many  arrangements,  however,  were  yet  to  be 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  this  position  during 
the  approaching  hurricane  months,  and  until  a  re- 
inforcement should  arrive  from  Great  Britain, 
These  being  at  length  completed,  the  general  em- 
barked on  board  the  Boyne,  and  sailed  for  St. 
Pierre  in  the  island  of  Martinique,  where  he  es- 
tablished his  head- quarters,  leaving  Brigadier 
Graham  to  command  in  his  absence  at  Basse 
Terre.  ^ 

The  head-quarters  of  the  British  army  in  Gua- 
daloupe  were  at  camp  Berville,  which  was  placed 
on  commanding  ground;  flanked  by  the  sea  on 
one  side,  and  on  the  other  by  an  impassable  mo- 
rass. About  a  mile  on  the  rear,  was  a  narrow 
pass,  by  which  alone  the  camp  could  be  ap- 
proached, and  in  front  was  the  river  Sallee,  on  the 
furthermost  banks  of  which  stands  the  town  of 
Point  a  Petre;  but  the  situation  of  this  encamp- 
ment, so  favourable  in  pther  respects,  proved  to 
be,  in  the  highest  degree,  unhealthfu!,  The  bane-r 
ful  effects  of  the  climate  at  tliis  season  of  11. e 
year  were  aggravated  by  putrid  exhalations  fioni 
the  neighbouripg  swamps,  and  a  dreadful  mortn-^ 

•     Jitr 
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CHAF.    lity  ensued  among  the  troops.     By  the  middle  of 


IIL 


August,  the  numbers  on  the  sick  list  constituted 
1794.  the  majority  of  the  camp.  During  the  month  of 
September,  the  army  was  inadequate  to  the  supply 
of  guards  for  the  different  batteries.  Several  com- 
panies could  not  produce  a  single  man  fit  for 
duty ;  and  the  43d  regiment  could  not  even  afford 
a  corporal  and  three  men,  for  the  protection  of 
their  own  camp  in  the  night. 

|n  order,  therefore,  to  keep  up  the  appearance 
of  force  in  front  of  the  enemy,  the  different  islands 
were  completely  drained  of  troops,  and  a  body  of 
French  loyalists  were  selected  to  perform  military 
duty  at  the  post  of  Gabarre ;  *where  they  conduct- 
ed themselves  with  much  spirit  and  fidelity. 

The  commissioner  from  the  French  couvcut 
tion,  and  now  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 
troops  inGuadaloupe,  was  Victor  Hugues,  a  man 
of  whom  I  shall  hereafter  have  frequent  occasion 
to  speak.  It  is  sufficient  in  this  place  to  observe, 
that  though  his  name  has  since  become  proverbial 
for  every  species  of  outrage  and  cruelty,  he  was  not 
deficient  either  in  courage  or  capacity.  Observ- 
ing how  severely  his  own  troops,  as  well  as  ours, 
suffered  from  the  climate,  he  conceived  the  pro- 
ject of  arming  in  his  service  as  many  blacks  and 
mulattoes  as  he  could  collect.  These  men,  in- 
ured to  the  climate,  and  having  nothing  to  lose, 
flocked  to  his  standard  in  great  numbers,  and  were 
soon  bropglit  into  some  degree  of  order  and  dis- 
cipline. With  the  co-operation  of  these  auxili- 
aries, apprized  at  the  same  time  of  the  debilitated 
state  qf  the  British  army,  the  French  commissioner 

determined 
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determined  to  attack  the  British  camp  at  Berville. 
For  this^  purpose^  on  Saturday  the  26th  of  Septem- 
ber, he  embarked  a  large  body  of  troops  in  small     1794. 
vessels,  which  passing  our  ships  of  war  unper- 
ceived,  under  cover  of  a  dark  night,  niade  good 
their  landing  in  two  detachments;    the  one  at 
Goyave,  the  other  at  Bay  Mahault.     The  def  ach-r 
ment  which  took  possession  of  the  place  last  men^ 
tioned,  immediately  marched  to  Gabarre,  in  the 
view  of  surrounding  the  French  royalists  stationed 
there,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they 
escaped  to  Berville.    The  other  detachment  which 
had  landed  at  Goyave,  began  its  march  to  Petit 
Bourg.     Lieut.  Col.  Drummond,  of  the  43d  regi- 
ment, with  some  convalescents  from  the  hospital, 
and  a  party  of  royalists,  advanced  to  meet  them, 
but  perceiving  their  great  superiority,  found  it  ad- 
visable to  rqtreat ;  and  they  took  post  at  a  battery 
upon  the  shore,  called  Point  Bacchus,  where  how- 
ever they   were  soon  surrounded,  and  the  whole 
party  made  prisoners.     By  the  possession  of  this 
post,  the  enemy  entirely  cut  off  all  communication 
between  the   British  camp  and  shipping.     They 
then  proceeded  to  possess  themselves  of  the  neighr 
bouring  heights,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the 
othei*  detachment  which  had  landed  at  Bay  Ma- 
hault: by  this  means  the  camp  at  Berville  was 
completely  invested  by  land  ;  its  whole  strength, 
including  the  sick  and  convalescent,  consisted  of 
no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  regular  troops^ 
and  three  hundred  royalists.     All  that  courage, 
perseverance,  and  despair  could  effect,  was  per- 
formed by  the  united  exertions  of  this  gallant 

hsm4 
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CHAP.  band.  In  the  first  attack  on  the  morning  of  the 
^^.r^^^  29th,  after  a  conflict  of  three  hours,  the  republi- 
1794.  cans  were  defeated  with  great  loss.  They  were 
again  repulsed  in  two  subsequent  attacks,  on  the 
SOth  of  the  same  month  and  the  4th  of  October. 
But  their  numbers  continually  increasing,  and  the 
manifest  impossibility  of  opening  a  communica- 
tion with  the  British  fleet,  depriving  the  garrison 
of  all  proper  succour.  General  Graham,  on  the 
represeiitation  of  his  ofticers,  consented  on  the  6th 
of  October  to  send  a  flag  to  the  French  commis-* 
sioncr,  offering  to  capitulate.  Towards  the  Bri- 
tish, the  terms  granted  by  the  enemy  were  sufii-r 
cienlly  liberal,  but  the  condition  demanded  for  the 
French  royalists,  that  they  should  be  treated  a^ 
British  subjects,  was  declared  inadmissible ;  all 
the  favour  thai  could  be  obtained  for  them,  was 
^  the  sanction  of  a  covered  boat,  in  which  twenty^ 

five  of  their  officers  escaped  to  the  Boyne.  The 
rest  of  the  miserable  royalists,  upwards  of  300  iq 
number,  were  left  a  sacrifice  to  the  vengeance  of 
their  republican  enemies.  Finding  themselves  ex- 
cluded from  the  capitulation,  they  solicited  per- 
mission to  endeavour  to  cut  their  way  through  the 
enemy,  an  attempt  which  nuist  have  ended  only  in 
the  destruction  both  of  themselves  and  the  British. 
There  was  a  faint  hope  entertained,  however,  that 
Victor  liughes  (whose  character  was  not  at  that; 
time  sullitiently  developed)  would  relent  on  their 
surrender.  In  this  expectation,  however,  these 
unfortunate  people  were  cruelly  disappointed,  and 
their  sad  fitte  cannot  be  recorded  without  indig- 
nation and  horror.     The   republicans  erected  ^ 

guilijtine. 
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guillotine,  with  which  they  struck  off  the  heads  chap. 
of  fifty  of  them  in  the  short  space  of  an  hour,  s.^-^^ 
This  mode  of  proceeding,  however,  proving  too  i^^^- 
tedious  for  their  impatient  revenge ;  the  remainder 
of  these  unhappy  inen  were  fettered  to  each  other, 
and  placed  on  the  brink  of  one  of  the  trenches 
which  they  had  so  gallantly  defended :  the  repub- 
licans then  drew  up  some  of  their  undisciplined 
recruits  in  front,  who  firing  an  irregular  volley  at 
their  miserable  victims,  killed  some  and  wounded 
others ;  leaving  many,  in  all  probability,  un- 
touched :  the  weight  however  of  the  former^ 
dragged  the  rest  into  the  ditch,  where  the  living, 
the  wounded,  and  the  dead,  shared  the  same 
grave ;  the  soil  being  instantly  thrown  in  upon 
them  *. 

Thus  was  the  whole  of  this  fertile  country  (the  i 

single  fortress  of  Matilda  excepted)  restored  to 
the  power  of  France,  and  placed  under  the  deno- 
mination of  a  revengeful  and  remorseless  demo- 
cracy. General  Prescott,  who  commanded  the 
Matilda  Fort,  sustained  a  long  and  most  harassing 
siege,  from  the  14th  of  October  to  the  10th  of 
December.  His  conduct  throughout,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
was  above  all  praise.  He  maintained  his  position 
until  the  fort  was  no  longer  tenable,  and  having 
no  other  means  of  saving  his  reduced  and  ex- 
hausted garrison  from  the  sword,  he  was  obliged 
at  length  to  abandon  it  by  silent  evacuation. 
Three  line  of  battle  ships  had  indeed  arrived  in  iha 

*  Rev,  Cooler  Willyams's  account  of  the  campaign^  kc. 

iatcrim 
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interim  from  Great  Britain,  but  they  came  only  to 
behold  the  triumph  of  the  enemy.     With  this  ad- 
1794.    y^j.gg  stroke  of  fortune,  closed  the  campaign  of 
1794:  its  career  for  a  while  was  glorious  beyond 
example ;  and  if  the  very  unhappy  measure  of 
reducing  the  number  of  the  troops  at  the  outset, 
had  not  taken  effect,  or  if,  as  soon  as  the  news  of 
the  captur^  of  Martinico  had  reached  England,  a 
strong  reinforcement  had  been  sent  to  the  scene  of 
liction,  it  cannot'  be  doubted  that  Guadaloupe 
would  have  still  continued  in  possession  of  the 
{English,  and  the  page  of  history  remained  unde-t 
filed  with  those  dreadful  recitals  of  revolt,  devasta- 
tion, and  massacre,   which  I  shall  soon  have  the 
painful  task  of  recording,  to  the  shame  and  efver-r 
lasting  dishonour  of  the  French  character,   and 
the  disgrace  of  human  nature.     Our  gallant  com- 
inanders  were  fortunate,  in  being  allowed  to  with-r 
draw  in  time  from   an  atmosphere  polluted  by 
such  enormities.     Worn  down  by  constant  exer- 
tion both  of  body  and  mind,  assailed  by  an  un-r 
principled  faction  with  the  basest  calumnies,  and 
oppressed  by  the  melancholy  and  daily  prospect 
of  a  gallant  army  perishing  of  disease,  they  were 
happily  relieved  from  infinite  anxiety  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  reinforcement  before  mentioned, 
in  which  arrived  Gen.  Sir  John  Vaughan  and 
Vice- Admiral  Caldwell ;  to  the  former  of  whom 
Sir  Charles  Grey,  and  to' the  Utter  Sir  John  Jervis, 
surrendered  their  respective  commands,  and  on 
the  37th  of  November  sailed  for  Great  Britain. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Savage  Indignities  of  Victor  Hugues  to  the  remains 
of  General  Dundas. — His  unprecedented  Crueltjj 
to  his  British  Prisoners. — Meditates  Hostilities 
against  the  other  Islands. 

The  first  measure  of  the  French  commissioner^ 
on  taking  possession  of  Fort  Matilda^  displayed  < 
in  the  strongest  manner  the  baseness  and  ferocity  ^^^ 
of  his  character.  The  body  of  Major  General 
Dundas  had  been  buried  witliiu  the  walls  of  that 
fortress,  and  a  stone  placed  over  it  with  a  suitable 
inscription.  This  humble  memorial,  which  a 
genefous  enemy,  in  every  civilized  part  of  the 
earth,  would  have  held  sacred,  was  immediately 
destroyed  by  orders  of  this  savage  despot,  and  the 
remains  of  the  deceased  hero  dug  up  andthrowa 
into  the  river  Gallion.  This  mean  and  cowardly 
display  of  ineffectual  vengeance,  was  made  the 
subject  of  boasting  and  triumph  in  a  public  pro- 
clamation, worthy  only  of  it^  author*, 

♦  So  much  has  been  heard  of  Victor  Hugu  3s,  that  it  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  reader  to  be  informed  of  his  origin  and  early 
pursuits.  He  was  born  of  mean  parents  in  some  part  of  old 
France,  and  was  placed  out- when  a  boy,  as  an  apprentice  to  a 
hair  dresser.  In  that  occupation  he  wejit  originally  to  Guada- 
loupe,  where  he  was  afterwards  known  as  a  petty  inkeeper  at 
Basse  Terre.  Failing  in  that  pursuit,  he  became  master  of  a 
small  trading  vessel,  and  at  length  wa^ promoted  to  a  lieuten-  , 

ancy  in  the  French  navy.     Being  distinguished  for  his  activity 
in  the  French  Revolution,  hs  was  afterwards  deputed,  through 

the 
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The  miseries  of  war  seem,  indeed,  to  have  been 
wantonly  ag^avated  by  this  man,  to  an  extent 
^"^^^  never  known  among'the  rudest  and  most  barbarous 
nations.  In  the  village  of  Petit  Bourg  lay  many 
sick  and  wounded  British  soldiers,  who  bad  been 
taken  prisoners  with  Colonel  Drummond  at  Point 
Bacchus.  These  unhappy  men  made  an  humble 
application  to^  Victor  llugues  for  medical  assist- 
ance and  fresh  provisions.  Their  petition  was  an- 
swered by  a  death- warrant.  The  \indictive  con- 
queror, instead  of  considering  them  as  objects  of 
mercy  and  relief,  caused  the  whole  number  in  the 
hospital,  and  among  them  it  is  said  "  many  women 
*'  and  some  children,"  to  be  indiscriminately 
murdered  by  the  bayonet ;  a  proceeding  so  enor- 
mously wicked,  is,  I  believe,  without  a  precedent 
in  the  annals  of  human  depravity*. 

After  such  conduct  towards  men  who  were  in- 
capable of  making  either  resistance  or  escape,  it 
may  well  be  supposed  that  revenge  was  not  tardy 
in  the  pursuit  of  its  victims  among  the  inhabitants 

the  influence  of  Robespierre,  to  whose  party  he  was  strongly 
attached,  to  the  National  Assembly.  In  1794  be  obtained  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  at  Guadaloupe,  with  controuling 
powers  over  the  commanders  of  the  army  and  navy  ;  and  proved 
himself  in  every  respect  worthy  of  his  great  patron  and  exem- 
plar, being  nearly  as  savage,  remorseless,  aad  bloody,  as  Robes- 
pierre himself. 

*  I  am  unwilling  to  give  this  anecdote  to  the  public,  without 
quoting  my  authority.  I  relate  it  on  tlie  testimony  of  the  Rev. 
Cooper  Willyams,  chaplain  of  the  Boyne,  who  quotes  Colonel 
Drummond  hhnself,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  a  declaration  drawn 
up  by  General  Vaughan  and  Vice-Admiral  Caldwell,  Colonel 
Drummond  himself  was  conhned  to  a  prison  ship,  and  by  parti- 
tnilar  orders  from  Victor  Hugues^  to  &wab  the  d^cks  like  the 
Bueanest  s  'men. 
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of  th*5  country.  To  be  accused  of  actions^  or  sus-  ^^y^' 
pected  of  principles,  hostile  towards  the  new  go- 
vernment, was  to  be  convicted  of  treason.  Ac- 
cordingly, persons  of  all  conditions,  without  re- 
spect to  sex  or  age,  were  sent  daily  to  the  guillotine 
by  this  inexorable  tyrant,  and  their  execution  was 
commonly  perfornied  in  sight  of  the  British  pri- 
soners. 

Victor  Hugues,  having  taken  these  and  other 
measures  for  securing  their  quiet  possession  of 
Guadaloupe,  determined  in  the  next  place  (his 
force  being  inadequate  to  a  regular  ^^ttempt 
against  any  of  the  other  islands)  to  adopt  a  sys- 
tem of  hostility  against  some  of  them,  which, 
though  well  suited  to  his  character  and  disposi- 
tion, was  not  less  outrageous  and  sanguinary  than 
unprecedented  among  civilized  states.  To  this 
end  he  directed  his  first  attention  towards  Grena- 
da and  St.  Vincent's,  expecting  to  find  in  each  of 
those  islands,  adherents  fit  for  the  project  which 
he  meditated.      ********** 

*        *        ^  -;•<-**  *  *         %  %  ^  ^'        11:         If:  % 

%       %       ^-       ^  .L 


f  N.  H. —  \t  iliis  interesting  period  the   history  closes. — 

Death  abvii'^ilv  terniliiuU's  the  author's  labours. 


T.  Gillet,  Printer,  Wild-Court,  lincolnVInn-Fields. 
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